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T H E REPOR T. 



By tiie Lords Committees appointed a Select Committee 
to consider the State of the Lunatic Poor in Ireland, 
and to report to the House ; and to whom were referred 
certain Papers and Documents relating thereto : 

ORDERED TO REPORT, 

That the Committee have met, and considered the Matter to them referred, 
and examined Witnesses in relation thereto. 

In order to bring the present Condition of the Lunatic Poor of Ireland more 
distinctly under the Consideration of the House, the Committee will first review 
the several Parliamentary Inquiries which have been instituted on this Subject, 
and the Statutes which have been enacted since the Union. 



The only Provision made for the Relief of the Insane by the Parliament 
of Ireland was not merely objectionable in its Principle, but was also wholly 
inadequate and ineffectual. The Establishment of distinct Hospitals for the 
Lunatic Poor does not seem to have been contemplated by the Irish Legis- 
lature; a few Cells in Houses of Industry or Workhouses, and in the County 
Gaols, were the only Places provided for the Reception of Pauper Lunatics. 
By an unrepealed Clause in a Prison Act, 27 Geo. 3. c. 39. s. 8., the Grand 
Juries were empowered to raise Funds by Presentment for the Support of 
the Insane Poor ; but no System of Superintendence, of moral Government, 
or of medical Treatment, was laid down, enforced, recommended, or even 
suggested; nor was this Statute, 27 Geo. 3. c. 39., brought into practical 
Operation, except in the County of Cork. 



In 1804 a Select Committee of the House of Commons was appointed^ 

which reported the following Resolutions to the House on the 1st June of that Commons 

Year • Journals, vol. 69. 

p. 311. 

Resolved — That, so far as at present appears to this Committee, the Provisions of the 
lt q Ct °^ le 27t h of His present Majesty, c. 39., empowering Grand Juries to present the 
( ° ums necessary for Support of a Ward for Idiots and Insane Persons, have not been 
“ complied with. 

„ ^solved — T hat it appears to this Committee that in the House of Industry of 
u Tj U ^' n Provision is made for the Support of upwards of 118 Idiots and Lunatics, in the 
0use °f Industry of Cork for 90, in that of Waterford for 25, and in that of Limerick 
f° r Paupers so afflicted. 

« Resolved- — That it appears to this Committee that the Demand for Admission of 
u una ^ lcs an d Idiots into all these Places greatly exceeds the Accommodation or Funds 
appointed for their Support, and that it does not appear that any Institution, maintained 
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“ in any degree at the Public Expense, exists in any other Parts of Ireland for their 
“ Reception. 

“ Resolved— That it is the Opinion of this Committee that the Attention and Care 
“ necessary to the effectual Relief of these distressed Objects cannot be efficaciously 
“ extended to them whilst they are connected with Institutions of a very different Nature 
“ and at the same Time must in a great degree break in upon and derange the orderly 
“ Regulation of those Institutions. 

“ Resolved— That it is the Opinion of this Committee that the Establishment of Four 
“ Asylums for Idiots and Lunatics, One in each of the Provinces of Ireland (including that 
“ of Dublin), placed in as central a Situation as possible, to he erected and maintained in 
“ such Manner as may hereafter be deemed advisable, cither by Grand Jury Presentments 
" or otherwise, would be a Measure highly beneficial. 

“ Resolved — That it is the Opinion of this Committee that the Consideration of the 
“ important Objects referred to their Examination requires more mature Discussion 
“ than the present advanced Period of the Session of Parliament would allow, and further 
“ Information than they can at present attain, to enable them to form a correct Judgment 
“ thereon ; and that they do therefore recommend to the House that the further Investi- 
« gation of this Subject be resumed at an early Period of the ensuing Session, as an Object 
« having strong Claims on the Attention of the Legislature.” 

In consequence of tliis Report, on the 21st March 1805 Leave was 
obtained to introduce a Bill for establishing in Ireland Four Provincial Asylums 
appropriated exclusively to Lunatics and Idiots. It was thus proposed to 
provide for the Reception and Treatment of 1,000 Patients. It was then stated 
that under the existing Law “ the Poor and the Lunatics were confined in the 
“ same Houses, a Practice from which the most distressing Inconveniences 
“ resulted, the Method of Confinement being only fitted for Malefactors, and 
“ not for Lunatics.” By the Bill the Four new Hospitals were proposed to be 
brought under the Inspection of the Judges. At a later Period of the Session 
this Bill was unfortunately lost, and till the Year 1810 no Alteration was made 
in the Law, except by the Enactment of the 40 Geo. 3. c. 95., giving an 
increased Power of raising Money by the Grand Juries. In that Year a Grant 
was made by Parliament for establishing in Dublin the Richmond Lunatic 
Asylum, intended for the Accommodation of 200 Lunatic Patients. This 
Hospital was opened in the Year 1815. (See 55 Geo. 3. c. 107.) 

The Committee on the State of Madhouses in England, of which the late 
Right Honourable George Rose was Chairman, reported in 1815, “that the 
“ Necessity of making some further Provision for Insane Persons appeared to be 
“ more urgent in Ireland than in England, as, with the Exception of Two public 
“ Establishments and some Private Houses, there were no Places appropriated 
“ separately for the Insane.” The few other Establishments were stated to 
“ be all connected with Houses of Industry or other Establishments for the 
“ infirm Poor, and in consequence of that the Lunatics cannot receive that 
“ Attention which the Nature of the Disorder requires.” 

On the 4th March 1817 a Select Committee of the House of Commons was 
appointed to consider the Expediency of making further Provision for the 
Lunatic Poor of Ireland. It was then stated, that, with the Exception of One 
Institution in Dublin, One in Cork, and One in Tipperary, there was not a 
Provision made for more than 100 Lunatics throughout all Ireland. This Select 
, Committee reported (25th June 1817), “that the only Mode of effectual Relief 
“ would he found in the Formation of District Asylums exclusively appropriated 
“ for the Reception of the Insane ; that, in addition to the Asylums in Dublin 

“ and in Cork, there should be built Four or Five additional Asylums, capable 

« of 
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« of containing each, from 120 to 150 Lunatics.” It further recommended 
that Powers should he given to the Government to divide Ireland into Districts, 
and to select the Site for an Asylum in each, and that the whole Expense of 
the new Establishments should be borne by the Counties included within the 
several Districts. 

Effect was given to the Recommendation of this Committee by the Enact- 
ment of the 57 Geo. 3. c. 106., a Statute since repealed, but re-enacted, with 
Amendments, by the 1 & 2 Geo. 4. c. 33., 6 Geo. 4. c. 54., and 7 Geo. 4. c. 14. 
By the Authority of these Laws the local Districts may not only be consti- 
tuted, but they may be (7 Geo. 4. c. 14.) varied from Time to Time, by 
Authority of the Lord Lieutenant in Council. The Cost of purchasing a 
Site, building the Asylum, and supporting the Establishment, is advanced 
from the Consolidated Eund, but is repaid by the contributory Counties. 
All the principal Officers are appointed by the Lord Lieutenant, and the 
general Superintendence and financial Administration of the Asylums are 
vested in Boards of Commissioners, also named by the Government, but 
acting gratuitously. The annual Accounts are required to be examined 
and passed before the Board of Audit, and the Asylums are brought 
under the annual Review of the Inspectors General of Prisons by the 
7 Geo. 4. c. 74., and are noticed in the Reports submitted annually to 
Parliament. 

Under the Statute to which the Committee have referred, Ten Lmiatic 
Asylums have been established in Ireland, on Sites selected by the Government, 
and according to Plans laid down by the Government Architects. The fol- 
lowing Table will exhibit the Districts for which these Hospitals have been 
established, the Population of these Districts, the Number of Patients admitted 
from the contributory Counties, the Number of Cures, and the Expense of 
Maintenance. Still more minute Information on this Subject will be found 
in the Papers printed in the Appendix. 



Tabular View of the District Lunatic Asylums, and of the Cork Asylum. 



Asylum 

District 


Counties in each District, 
and Population. 


Number 

of 

Patients 


Total 

Admissions 


Total 

Number 


Total 


Total 
Annual 
Expense 
per Head. 


Total Annual Expense 
per Head. 


Average 

Number 

of 


Population. 


Counties, 

Sec. 


Population, 

1841. 


from each 
County, 
&c. 


opening of 
Asylum. 


discharged 

cured. 


Expense. 


In 

Clothing. 


In 

Salaries. 


Tn 

Food. 


at one 
Time. 


Amish . 
Population 
832,474 


Armagh 
Monaghan 
Fermanagh - 


2312,393 

200,442 

150,481 

243,158 


5l 

81 

20 

19 


1,267 


556 


£ s. d. 
2,163 8 2 


£ s. d. 
17 14 7 


£ s. d. 
1 17 7 


£ s. d. 
4 11 2 


£ s. d. 
6 16 5 


122 


722,321 


Antrim 
Belfast, Town 
Down 

Carrickfergus 


276,188 

75,308 

361,440 

9,379 


118 

132 


1,366 


716 


3,720 18 9 


14 18 4 


1 3 2 


2 13 2i 


6 10 2 


249 


Cuiow 

605,169 


Carlow 
Kildare 
Wexford 
Kilkenny, Co. 
— Town 


86,228 

114,408 

202,033 

183,349 

19,071 


40 

52 

39 

23 

10 


532 


257 


2,384 19 1 


14 4 4 


0 19 4 


4 0 5 


6 11 10 


168 


Ctomni . 
435,553 


Tipperary 


435,553 


100 


403 


240 


1,868 10 8 


18 2 9 


- 


6 1 H 


5 15 1 


103 
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Tabular View of the District Lunatic Asylums, and of the Cork Asylum —continued 



Asylum 

District 


Counties in eac 
and Popul; 


h District, 
ation. 


1 Number 
of 

Patients 


Total 

Admissions 


Total 

Number 

discharged 

cured. 


Total 

Annual 


Total 

Annual 


Total Annual Expense 
per Head. 


Average 

«umUr 


Population. 


Counties, 

&c. 


Population, 

1841, 


County, 

&c. 


opening of 
Asylum. 


Expense. 


per Head. 


In 

Clothing. 


In 

Salaries. 


In 

Food. 


of 

Tatients 

atone 


Connaught- 


Galway, Town 


17,275 


13 






£ i. d. 


£ a. d. 


£ s. d. 


£ a. d. 


£ 




1,418,973 


Mayo / 

Roscommon - 
Leitrim 
Sligo 


388,887 

253,589 

155,297 

181,002 


72 

49 

S3 

44 


984 


36 6 


3,487 13 8 


12 13 81 


0 19 3$ 


2 16 11 


G 19 5 


271 


Limerick - 


Limerick, Co. 


281,638 


101 
















— 


910,303 


Clare 


286,394 

233,880 


115 

102 


1,594 


867 


4,921 1 11 


18 19 7 


0 12 7 


2 115 


7 8 3 


352 


Londonderry 
Population 
831,578 ! 


Londonderry - 

Donegal 

Tyrone 


222,174 

296,448 

312,956 


67 

84 

60 


1,230 


576 


3,126 3 9 


14 16 3 


1 1 11 


2 18 9 


6 4 10 


211 


Maryboho* - 
557,578 


King's County 
Queen's County 
Westmeath - 
Longford 


146,857 

153,930 

141,300 

115,491 


47 

51 

46 

23 


523 


237 


2,719 4 4 


16 5 7 


0 15 10 


3 16 5 


7 3 5 


167 


Richmond - 


Dublin, City - 


232,726 


159 


















810,984 


Meath / 1 

Wicklow 

Drogheda 


183,828 

126,143 

111,979 

16,261 


291- 

ss| 

23“ 

5 


1,215 


607 


4,867 2 4 


1 16 15 7 


1 1 6 


3 18 10 


7 11 S 


290 


Waterford - 
196,187 


Waterford, Co. 


172,971 

23,216 


77 


395 


155 


2,172 13 1 


18 17 10 




5 8 11 














115 


854,118 


Cork, County 
City - 


. [773,398 
80,720 


297 

133 


3,139 


1,707 


5,014 19 6 


11 17 1 


1 3 3 


1 17 11 


5 17 2 


423 



Noto.-Tl* Cork A,l«n i, not , Datriot Aeylnm, tat « tall, governed, and provided for by Grand duty tarsment. 



Report of 1817, 
p. 46» 



It has been unfortunately found, that although the Accommodation pro- 
m ed in the Ten District Asylums very considerably exceeds that which was 
contemplated by the Committee of 1 81 7, it is very far from meeting the Necessity 
of the Case. The Asylums were originally intended but for 1,220 Patients; 
t ley now contain 2,028 ; various Additions have been made to them, on the 
xpe lency of which your Committee will have Occasion to make Observations 
hereafter. These Additions provided for the Reception of 264 Patients; but 
t e increased and rapidly increasing Number of incurable Cases have lamentably 
diminished the Efficacy of these Asylums as Hospitals for the Cure of 
nsaruty. This Result had been foreseen by One of the Medical Witnesses 
(Dr. Ueghorn of Swift's Hospital), in Evidence laid before the Select Com- 
mittee m 1817. That eminent Physician stated that “ Places of this Kind, 
„ Unl “ S unier a strict Rule for a limited Term of Residence, beyond which 
no Patient should be allowed to remain, will shortly become Asylums for 
and not H °spMs or Places for the Cure of Insanity.” Of 
t e 2,151 Inmates of the District Asylums, no less than 688 are classed as 
incurable. 



On 
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On this Subject the Committee have read with much Interest the following 
Observations of the Poor Law Commissioners, extracted from a Report to 
Lord Eliot, dated 29th September 1842. “ The District Asylums are generally 
“ large and valuable Institutions, supported at a great Expense for the Itecep- 
“ tion and Medical Treatment of Lunatic and Insane Persons, very many of 
« whom are therein cured, and thus restored to Society ; but they are not all 
“ cured, or susceptible of Cure, and notwithstanding the Use of every Means 
“ which Skill and Science can devise, they may remain hopelessly and incurably 
“ insane. It is obvious that Cases of this latter Description must accumulate 
“ in every Lunatic Asylum, and in fact all the Asylums are crowded, and 
“ theh Capacity for the Cure of Insanity in its various Forms is crippled by 
“ this Accumulation of chronic Cases. Hence the too frequent Commitment 
“ of Lunatics to Gaol as a Place of Security ; and hence, too, the Desire now 
“ manifested of relieving the Asylums, by transferring such Cases to the 
“ Workhouse.” 

The same distressing Accumulation of incurable Cases is felt in many Parts 
of England, and in respect to some Charities (as Bethlehem Hospital and 
St. Luke’s) it is only averted by the Regulation under which Patients whose 
Cases do not appear susceptible of Cure are dismissed, and removed to other 
Establishments. 

The System of Management adopted in the District Asylums appears to 
have been, with the Exception of One Case of gross Misconduct and Abuse, 
very satisfactory and successful. The official Report on this Case (Carlow) 
had not been presented when this Evidence was closed. 

These Buildings have all been erected on Plans approved of by Govern- 
ment, providing for the proper Classification of the Insane. Competent Medical 
Officers have been selected. A very considerable Extent of Land is added to 
each, thus providing for the Patients healthy out-of-door Occupation in Agricul- 
ture and Gardening. The domestic Duties of the Asylums, as well as some 
mechanical Employments, arc also performed, to a considerable Extent, by the 
Patients. A humane and gentle System of Treatment has been generally 
adopted, the Cases requiring Restraint and Coercion not exceeding Two per 
Cent, on the whole. The System is one. which, if applied exclusively to the Cure 
of the Malady, and if the Asylums were relieved from the Pressure produced 
by the increasing Number of Incurables, appears to the Committee in its essen- 
tial Points to be deserving of Confidence and of Approval ; but unless so 
relieved, by some Alteration of the present Law, or of the present Practice, 
the Admission of new Cases must necessarily be limited, and may ultimately 
be restricted within very narrow Bounds indeed. The Necessity of some 
Change in this respect is admitted by all the Witnesses, as well as proved by 
the documentary Evidence before the Committee. The Number of Persons 
refused Admission for Want of Room has in the present Year amounted 
to 152. 



The House must not, however, imagine that the District Lunatic Asylums 
are the only Establishments in which Pauper Lunatics are confined in Ireland. 
Besides Swift’s Hospital, which is supported by the private Eudowment of the 
eminent Dean of St. Patrick’s, there are other public Establishments provided for 
(193.) b 2 the 
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the Custody, if not for the Cure of Insanity, and which are supported by local 
Taxation. Connected with some of the old Houses of Industry in Ireland 
Cells or Rooms were provided for the Insane. Local Asylums still subsist 
at Kilkenny, Lifford, Limerick, Island Bridge, and the House of Industry in 
Dublin. With the Exception of the last Two, these miserable and most inade- 
quate Places of Confinement are under the general Authority of the Grand 
Juries, the Funds for their Support being raised by Presentment or County 
Rate. The Description given of these latter most wretched Establishments 
not only proves the Necessity of discontinuing them as speedily as Accom- 
modation of a different Kind can be provided, but also exemplifies the utter 
Hopelessness, or rather the total Impossibility, of providing for the due Treat- 
ment of Insanity in small local Asylums. No adequate Provision is made 
or is likely to be made, in such Establishments, for the medical or moral 
Treatment of the unfortunate Patients ; no Classification ; no Employment ; 
no sufficient Grounds for Air or Exercise. Hence the Necessity of a coercive 
and severe System of Treatment. The Chances of Recovery, if not altogether 
extinguished, are at least reduced to their very lowest Term. The Evidence 
given on this Subject by the Inspector General of Prisons, Dr. White, by 
the Local Inspector of the County Donegal, the Rev. Mr. Clarke, and by 
Dr. Phelan, when compared with the Evidence taken before the Committee of 
1817, demonstrates, that whilst a general Improvement has taken place in the 
Management of the Insane throughout other charitable Establishments of Iceland, 
these local Asylums, if indeed they deserve such a Name, have continued in 
the most wretched State. 



In order to impress upon Parliament the Necessity of an immediate Discon- 
tinuance of this Part of the System, the Committee feel it their Duty to 
make the following Extracts from the Evidence they have taken. 



Dr. White, In- 
spector General 
of Prisons. 



The following Evidence relates to the Asylum at Kilkenny : — 

“ 403. Have you visited Kilkenny, where there is also a local Institution ? — I have. 

“ 404. In what Species of Establishment are the Lunatics confined there? — They are 
u confined in an adjoining Building, which was originally Part of the House of Industry, 
“ but it is not adequate to their Number, with any Degree of Comfort or Classification, 
“ or to admit of a System of moral Treatment It is noticed in the last Parliamentary 
“ Report. 

“ 405. How many Lunatics are confined there ? — Forty-nine, when I last visited it, a 
“ Year back; Twenty-five Males and Twenty-four Females. 

“ 406. Curable and incurable? — Twenty-one were then deemed curable, Eighteen m- 

curable, Two confirmed Idiots, and Eight Epileptics. 

“ 407. That is for the County and City of Kilkenny ? — Yes. 

“ 408. How is this Establishment supported ? — It is supported by Presentments. 

“ 409. How is it governed? — It is governed in a similar Way to that of Cork; by a Board 
“ of Superintendence ; both a County and City Board. 

“ 410. What is the Species of Building in which the Patients are confined ? — It is a Kind 
“ of Turret Building, having but One Room in common to both Males and Females, for 
“ Dinner and Breakfast. The Day I visited it there were about Twenty Females » a 
“ very small Room at Dinner, and when they had done the Males came in and dined; the 
“ Cells they had were small and badly ventilated. They had but One Yard fort e 
“ Females, and the Cells off the Yard were much exposed. It was the same on the M e 
“ Side. 

“ 411. What was the Size of the Yard ? — I cannot say how much more than Thiity F eet 
square, but certainly not sufficient for healthful Exercise. 

“ 412. Is there any Provision made for the Employment of the Insane ?— None w at 
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« 413. Is there any Power of employing them in such a Place? — No Power. 

cc 414 . Is there any Ground attached to the Asylum? — The Keeper has an Acre or Two, 
« which he farms himself, but there is no Ground for the Purpose of employing the 
« Patients. The quiet are shut up with the violent, and there is no proper Classification. 
u You saw there the quiet and harmless Lunatics exposed to the Excesses and Outrage of 
« the most violent Maniac; nothing could be worse. The Lord Chancellor drew the 
» Attention of the local Authorities to it upon my Report ; but whether they have done 
u any thing since I do not know.” 

Nor is this a solitary Case ; the State of the Asylum at Wexford is quite 
as wretched. 

« 427. Have you visited the local Asylum at Wexford? — I have. 

« 428. Will you describe to the Committee the State of the Lunatics in that Asylum? — 
« The State of the Wexford Lunatics in the local Asylum is most disgraceful; nothing 
« could equal the State in which I found that Asylum ; it is Part of the old House of 
« Industry. 

« 429. Have you made a Report upon it? — I made a Report upon it; but I can 
« give shortly what I considered its principal Features. The Number amounted to 
« Fourteen Males and Seventeen Females; the Place was quite dilapidated; the Yards 
« gloomy ; the Dinner Rooms equally so ; the Cells were the worst I ever saw. There 
« were Two Patients under Restraint, One of whom was chained to a Wall. When 
“ I went to his Cell, with the Keeper and the Medical Officer, I asked to go in. 
« The Keeper said it would be dangerous and frightful to go in. However we went 
“ in. He was naked, with a Parcel of loose Straw about him. He darted forward 
“ at me, and were it not that he was checked by a Chain which went round his 
“ Leg, and was fastened by a Hook to the Wall, he would have caught hold of 
“ me, and probably used Violence. I asked liow it was possible they could allow a Man to 
“ remain in such a State; they said they were obliged to do so, as the Funds were so 
“ limited that they had not Money to buy Clothes for him, and that if they had Clothes 
“ they would have let him out. Now, the Consequence of this Treatment was, that the 
“ Man became so violent that his Case was made tenfold worse. I went to another Cell, 
“ and though the Individual there was not chained, he was nearly in as bad Circumstances 
“ as the other. One of the Two was once a respectable Person. Altogether, those Two 
“ Cases were the most frightful I ever witnessed; I could not describe the Horror which 
“ seized me when I saw them. I went into a Room, a very gloomy looking Room, very 
“ low, and in this Room there was a Fire-place, which was guarded by one of those large 
“ Grate Protectors that are very high up ; I looked around, and heard some one moaning, 
“ and on the Top of this Screen I saw Two unfortunate Lunatics stretched out; they were 
“ trying to warm themselves through the Bars of the Grating ; the Room was so dark that 
“ I could not see them at first, and here they were allowed to creep about, and to lie in this 
“ Kind of unprotected Manner. 

tc 430. Was there any moral Superintendence ? — There was both a Male and Female 
“ Keeper, but they appeared to me totally unfit for the Discharge of their Duties.” 

The intelligent Local Inspector of the Gaol of Donegal, the Reverend 
Mr. Clarke, gives an equally deplorable Account of the Asylum at Lifford. 

“ 682. There is an old Gaol also at Lifford ? — There is an old Gaol which had been the 
" County Prison. 

“ 683. To what Purpose is that now applied ? — It is applied to the Reception of Eight 
” Idiot and Lunatic Patients, 

“ 684. Will you have the goodness to describe the Building ? — They are confined in the 
11 Basement Story of the Building, which is also the County Court House. It was originally 
“ the County Prison, and is very ill-calculated indeed for the Reception of any Persons 
<{ whatsoever, sane or insane. 

u 685. Is there any adequate Space for Exercise connected with it ? — There is a Yard, 
l< I should say consisting of about One Rood of Ground or a little more. 

u 656- You are probably acquainted with the District Asylum of Derry, and other well- 
K mana ged Asylums? — I am acquainted with the District Asylum of Derry. 

687. Do you consider that there is any Space at Lifford adequate for the Exercise, or 
“ any Space at all calculated for the Employment, of the Patients who are confined at 
(193.) b 3 “ Lifford?— 
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“ Lifford?— No Space whatever for Employment, but perhaps sufficient for the F • • 

“ of Eight Persons who are at present confined there. JUtere,8e 

“ 688. Are they all of one Sex ? — They are not. 

“ 689. Can you state how many of each Sex there are ?— Four Males a r\ v 
CI Females. ana rour 

“ 690. Is there a Separation between the Sexes in the Establishment at Liffo d ? 

“ There is not, except so far of course as their Sleeping Apartments. 1 

“691. There is but One Yard ?— There is but One Yard ; in fact,’ there is no Day 
“ it is the Keeper’s Kitchen which is used in Winter, where there is a Fire. y ' r °° m * 
“ 692 - a Paper which has been furnished to the Committee by the Inspector G 
“ of Prisons, the Names of several of the Inmates of the Lifford Establishment are Jiv 
“ can you inform the Committee, how long some of them have been in Custody P-V^ 
“ of them have been in Custody for a Period of Twenty-three or Twenty-four Years ^ 
“ 693 ’ There appears to be One as long as Twenty-eight Years, and the shortest apnears 
“ t0 be Fourteen ?— Yes ; they vary from Fourteen to Twenty-eight Years. ^ 

** 694, Lrom the same Return it would appear that some of those Patients are classed 
“ Idiots, and others as suffering under incurable Mania; is there any Power of Separation 
“ between those Two Classes of Patients? — None whatever; there is no Classification of 
“ any Kind. 

“ 695. It is scarcely necessary to ask whether you consider that this is a proper Place 
M * or die Confinement ol Lunatics? — Most certainly not. 

696. What Attendants are there in those Establishments for the Care of them?— 
“ They are under the Care of an aged lame Person who is the Parish Clerk, who has no 
“ Assistance whatever, except that of his Daughter, and a Maid Servant that he employs. 

“ 69 J* ** ave thp y ever been brought up at any well-managed Asylum, so as to fit them 
“ for the Care of the Insane ? — No, certainly not. 

“ 698. Is there any Medical Establishment connected with it ? — It is die Duty of the 
“ Medical Attendant of the Gaol to attend to them also; in fact, it is rather a carious 
Establishment, for it is a Lunatic Ward as it were of the Prison, that is, it is supported 
from the Gaol Funds, and at the same Time it is not under the Care or the Governor of 
“ the Prison, and he is not at ail responsible for any Matter connected with it.” 

It would be gratifying to the Committee to think that the State of the 
Lunatic Poor in these few miserable local Asylums exhibited the only Abuse 
of which there was Reason to complain. A still more distressing Example of 
human Suffering, of mistaken Legislation, and of objectionable Practice is 
furnished from the Evidence. In consequence of some criminal Acts committed 
by Insane Person!, the Act 1 & 2 Viet. c. 27. was passed, to make more effectual 
Provision for the Prevention of Offences by Insane Persons. By this Act Two 
Justices of the Peace, acting with the Advice of any qualified Physician, Surgeon, 
or Apothecary, are authorized to commit to close Custody in Gaol any Person 
apprehended under Circumstances denoting Derangement of Mind and a Purpose 
of committing Crime. By a subsequent Clause the Lord Lieutenant is autho- 
rized to transfer such Person, as well as Convicts for Crime, to a Lunatic 
Asylum. The Case of Persons committed for Trial is also provided for under 
the same Act. It does not appear that any previous Parliamentary Inquiry took 
place to ascertain whether the Gaols of Ireland afforded any Accommodation 
whatsoever for the Insane whom it was thus proposed to detain in Confinement, 
nor yet whether such a Class of Lunatics could be received in the District Asylums 
if transferred thence from the several Gaols. Nor does the Statute contain 
any Provision rendering its Operation dependent on Depositions taken on Oath, 
and recorded; nor yet does it define the Qualification of the single Medical 
" Itness °“ whose Eyid ™<* these Committals are permitted to take place. Ail 
these are Safeguards which should not have been overlooked in a Case where 
the Liberty of the Subject is involved. It would seem that this Statute has 
operated much more widely than could have been anticipated by its Framers. So 
7 recently 
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recently os in the Year 1837 (16th Report of Inspectors General of Prisons, 
p. 12 .) there were but Thirty-seven Insane Patients confined in the Gaols of 
Ireland, according to the following Return : — 
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_ 
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Leitrim 
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Monaghan 
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- - 
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Sligo 
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11 
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19 


Westmeath 
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- 
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Total 
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6 


3 


23 


5 


37 



In 1840 the Number of Lunatics confined in the Gaols of Ireland had 
augmented, under the Provisions of the 1 & 2 Viet. c. 27., to the following 
Extent:— 



Number of Persons insane in the Prisons of Ireland, 1st January 1841. 
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_ 


2 
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Kilkenny Town 


2 


2 


3 
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Kerry 


_ 
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Longford 
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1 






Meath 
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Monaghan 
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3 
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Roscommon 
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Tyrone 


5 
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15 


Westmeath 












Wicklow 
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1 
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- 
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Total 


17 


12 


59 


22 


110 



By the Papers referred to the Committee, which carry on these Returns 
to the 1st January 1843, it appears that the Number of Lunatics imprisoned 
w Gaols and Bridewells has doubled in the course of the last Two Years, 
an now am °unts to 214, of whom Forty only have been charged with or 
f]Q V >, Cte< ^ an ^ clai ™ Qa l Offences. The Inspectors General of Prisons 
t Report, P- 9), after reciting the Provisions of the 1 & 2 Viet. c. 27., 
W*) b 4 report 
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report as follows “ This Arrangement has pressed upon both the Gaols 
« and District Asylums to an Extent very prejudicial to one or other of 
“ these public Establishments, in either of which the Committal of such 
“ an Inmate is most injurious. * * The Districts in which these Inconve- 
“ niences are most felt are those attached to the Richmond Lunatic Asylum 
“ and to the District Asylums of Armagh and Londonderry. In each of 
“ these Districts the Numbers crowding the Comity Gaols are truly dis- 
« tressing, and are made the Subject of universal Complaint by the local 
« Authorities.” In the Inspectors General's Report for the present Year 
(21st Report, p. 7) these Opinions arc still more forcibly expressed. “In 
“ the present crowded State of the District Lunatic Asylums,” observe the 
Inspectors, “ and the Number of Lunatics confined in the Gaols from Want 
« of Room in the former to receive them, we are unable to report any progres- 
« sive Improvement in this Department. We beg again to revert to the 
“ Practice of committing Lunatics and Idiots to Gaol. It injures our Prison 
« Discipline much ; and no Provision being made for the Care, Inspection, or 
« Cure of such Patients in Gaols, by qualified Persons, the Result is, that 
« any recent Case of Insanity thus committed becomes incurably diseased from 
“ Want of proper Treatment.” After referring to certain proposed Remedies, 
on which your Committee will have Occasion to animadvert hereafter, the 
Inspectors close by stating, “Without these Remedies our Gaols will 
“ inevitably become in some degree miserable Receptacles for the dangerous 
“ Lunatics committed by Magistrates under the Act 1 Viet. c. 27.” 



The Committee insert the following Evidence bearing on this Branch of 
the Subject: — 

“ 141. You have already stated, that you consider the Extent of Exercise Ground and 
« the Means of Employment to be essential to the due Management and Treatment of the 
“ Malady? — Yes; and nothing can be so injurious as keeping these Persons in that Prison; 
“ they are in a most confined Place, and a great Number of them are in Strait Waistcoats 
“ and muffed, and Two of them strapped to narrow inconvenient Chairs. 

“ 142. Is there any adequate Provision made for the moral Government of the Lunatics 
“ in that Prison ? — None ; they are attended very carefully by the Physician of the Gaol, 
“ who is a very experienced Physician, and pays as much Attention to them as possible, 
“ but laments greatly the Inefficiency of the Means of carrying into effect any thing like a 
“ curative Process for them. 

“ 143. You have stated that in the District Asylums you do not consider in all Cases 
“ the subordinate Officers are quite competent to the Discharge of their Duties; does 
“ that Observation apply more forcibly to the Prisons ? — Generally, no doubt of it, and it 
“ interferes materially with the Discipline of the Prisons, and nothing can be so bad in 
“ some of the Prisons as Lunatics being kept with the Prisoners, who are often placed m 
“ care of them ; they interfere with the general Discipline of the Gaol. 

“ 144. Has this Subject, namely, the Impropriety of keeping Lunatics in the Gaos, 
“ been repeatedly adverted to, both by yourself and by others your Predecessors as 
“ Inspectors General of Prisons, who have called the Attention of the Government an 
“ Parliament to the Fact? — I have always remarked very strongly as to the Impropriety 
“ of it. 

“ 145. In the Twenty-first Report of the Inspectors General, which is signed by y 0D » 
“ it is stated, * We beg to advert to the Practice of committing Lunatics and 
“ Gaol; it injures our Prison Discipline much; and no Provision being made for 1 e 
“ Care, Inspection, or Cure of such Patients in Gaols by qualified Persons, the Kes^ 
“ is, that any recent Case of Insanity thus committed becomes incurably diseased roro 
“ Want of proper Treatment ;’ does that Observation apply to all the Prisons with w ic 
ft you are acquainted ? — No doubt. 

“ 146. Is the Inconvenience great in respect to the Prison Discipline ? — Very g ieat) 1 



f f materially interferes with it. 



<( 147. What 
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“ 147. What Difference does it make with respect to their Chance of Cure, the Patient 
“ having been judiciously or injudiciously treated during the first few Weeks of the Malady ? 

“ -I 4hi "k i4 makes the most se ™" s Difference. The acute Cases, or the first Outbreak 
“ of Insanity, requires a most active and discriminating Treatment; the Brain is under a 
“ n'othid Action, which of all others requires a judicious Administration of Means to 
“ check; and putting into a Gaol, where moral Treatment cannot be so well appropriated 
“ and applied as in an Asylum exclusively appropriated to that Purpose, having all the 
“ Accommodation, and having Keepers and Nurses conversant with Insanity, and a Phy- 
“ sycian more conversant generally with Insanity than those connected with Gaols,— I do 
“ not speak of the Inferiority of the Physicians for Gaols ; they are all clever Men, but they 
“ d ° not devote tlieir Time 40 the Treatment of Insanity so much as those who are attached 
“ to the Asylums ; and, added to this, there is neither Accommodation, nor that Care and 
“ Attention bestowed by Keepers, who are not competent, from their Manners, Habits, 

“ and Mode of Education, for the Performance of such important Duties. 

“ 148. What do you conceive is the diminished Chance of ultimate Recovery from the 
“ Want of suitable Attention to an insane Patient during the first few Weeks; what do you 
“ say as to the Alteration that makes in the Chance of ultimate Recovery ?— If the Patient 
“ is not properly attended in the Commencement, both morally and medically treated, 

“ '"thin Three Weeks of the Time he is seized, a morbid Action may be produced which 
“ can never afterwards be checked. 

“ 149. Ihen this Commitment of the Lunatics to Prison not only commits them to a 
“ Place where there is no moral or adequate Mode of treating them, but is even a Bar to 
“ ‘hi* f 114 ™ Recovery if they are transferred to a well-managed Asylum ?— Decidedly ; 

“ that is my Opinion. 

“ 15 °- Grange Gorman Penitentiary is not the only Prison of Dublin which contains 
“ Lunatics ; what is the Prison called Richmond Bridewell ?— That is a Prison for Male 
“ Prisoners. 

” 151. Are there Twenty-one Lunatics in that? — Yes. 

“ 152, Is tliere any Provision made for their Cure ? — Impossible ; they are in the 
“ Hospital Ward, the general Hospital of the Prison, and they are confined in a very small 
\ard, with no Classification; the Air is very confined, and they have no Exercise.” 

* ' * * * * * * * 

156. What is the Case with respect to the City Gaol of Newgate, where there are 
K Eleven? — The very same, and even worse; they are worse cared for there; they are in 
“ One Room during the Day, and they have a small Yard, which is in common to the 
“ Prisoners, principally Debtors, to walk about, and they are left indiscriminately with a 

Fire-place open, and I assure yon it is most frightful to witness them when you go in ; 

“ tlieir Cells are close Duugeons, and it is enough to aggravate their Maladies, and to make 
“ them tenfold worse. 

157. In some of the County Gaols are there a considerable Number of Lunatics also ? 

“ In the Gaol of Trim in the County of Meath there are Fifteen Lunatics? — Yes. 

“ 158. Have you any Account of that Prison ? — I have no Account ; I have not 
“ inspected that Prison lately. 

159. In the County Gaol of Tyrone at Omagh there are Eighteen Lunatics convicted 
“ of Crime, and Two for safe Custody confined; have you visited that Prison ? — Yes. 
u 160* Have you any Account of that Prison? — I have. 

131. Can you state the Size of that Prison, and the Number of Prisoners it is calcu- 
lated to contain? — I think it is mentioned in the Report which is on the Table; it is 
“ under Two hundred. 

162. Are many of those Prisons crowded at particular Times of the Yeax-, especially at 
the Approach of the Assizes ? — Generally. 

163. In those Cases is not the Commitment of those Lunatics a most serious Incon- 
( ven ‘ ence i n respect to the general Administration of the Law ? — Very serious indeed. 
u Tyrone Gaol I found also they were kept in the Front of the Gaol, and the Screech- 

an( l Noise they produced attracted the Attention of Persons outside, and I would 
say added greatly to the Insecurity of the Gaol, and might lead to very bad Con- 
u sequences.” 

{{ * * # * -* * * * 
u 542, Will you state the Result of your own Experience in the Management of a Prison, Dr. Phelan, late an 
K p n< ? wllat you have found to be the Consequences of the Commitment of Lunatics to Assistant Poor Law 
lisons? I C an conceive nothing more injurious to a Lunatic, respecting whose Recovery Commissioner. 

(193.) c " there 
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“ there is any Probability, than his being sent to a Gaol ; it is in my Opinion the Place 
“ which affords the least Chance of his being cured ; there is no Machinery for the moral 
“ Management of Lunatics in a Gaol, and it is very difficult for the Medical Attendant (I 
“ know it from sad Experience myself) to do his Duty by them ; then Lunatics interfere 
“ very much with the proper Administration of the Business of the Gaol, by the Excite- 
ee ment produced by the Lunatic, and the Interference with the ordinary Business of the 
“ Portion of the Gaol in which the Lunatic is placed.” 

It is also observable that the Provisions of the Gaol Act, 7 Geo. 4. c. 74. 
so far as relates to the Classification and Arrangement of Prisoners, are 
rendered impracticable by the Number of Lunatic Committals ; and the Law 
being rendered inoperative in one important Respect is less likely to be carefully 
and strictly obeyed and administered in all others. 

The Act of the 1 & 2 Viet. c. 27-, objectionable as it is, has been rendered 
still more so by the Practices it has produced. Cases are stated where 
unfortunate Lunatics are encouraged to commit trivial Acts of Mischief and 
Violence, in order to afford a colourable Pretence for their Commitment to 
Prison, thus saving their Family or Friends the Expense of providing for them 
otherwise.' The Committee have felt great Satisfaction in perceiving that 
the Attention of the Lord Chancellor of Ireland has been directed to this as 
well as to other Branches of the Subject with the most praiseworthy Benevo- 
lence and Anxiety. The following Circular addressed to the Magistrates is the 
strongest Proof that can be adduced of the Extent to which this Evil has 
spread, and demonstrates conclusively the Necessity of an immediate and an 
effectual Reform. 

“ Circular. 

“ The Lord Chancellor wishes to draw the Attention of the Magistracy of Ireland to the 
“ limited Power given by the 1st & 2d Victoria, c. 27, as its Provisions appear to have 
“ been misunderstood. Their Power is confined to Cases whei'e a Person is discovered and 
“ apprehended in Ireland, under Circumstances denoting a Derangement of Mind, and a 
“ Purpose of committing Crime, for which, if committed, such Person would be liable to 
“ be indicted, and Two Magistrates have Power to act, if they are satisfied that such Person 
“ Is a dangerous Lunatic or dangerous Idiot. The Power therefore can be exercised only 
“ where, — 1, the Person is a dangerous Lunatic or Idiot, and — 2, where he is discovered and 
“ apprehended under Circumstances denoting, 1, not merely a Derangement of Mind, but, 
“ 2, a Purpose of committing Crime, for which, if committed, he might be indicted. Now 
*’ under this Power Lunatics in safe and proper Custody in a Poorhouse have been coni- 
“ mitted to Gaol merely to relieve the Poorhouse, at the Expense of the Gaol ; and the Act 
“ has been resorted to in order to procure a Place of Confinement for Lunatics where the 
“ District Asylums are full. With this view the Friends of a Lunatic induce him to 
“ commit some trifling Act — e.g. breaking a Window, or striking some Person, — and then 
“ ta ^ e him before Magistrates, and procure his Committal as a dangerous Lunatic to 
K Prison, from whence in the course of Time he is transferred to a Lunatic Asylum; and 
“ t,lis Elan prevents those Checks against improper Admissions to the Asylum which are 
“ enforced in other Cases. These Abuses ought not to be permitted. The Lord Chan- 
“ cel,or has desired that a Return may be regularly made to him of all Lunatics committed 
“ to Prison under the Act of Victoria, but he feels assured that the Powers of that Act will 
“ in future be exercised with great Caution. 

“ 18 th March 1843. Edward B. Sugden, C." 

It is the more to be lamented that this System should have been permitted 
lo arise, as it has been in former Times condemned by Authority and Experience 
both in England and Ireland. So long back as the Year 1807 the Committee 
of the House of Commons on Insanity observed, in reference to the 40 Geo. 3. 
c. 94. (which produced in England many of the Evils which the Committee 

6 u have 
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have now described), “ We fully concur in the Opinion of Sir George Pauli, 
“ that to confine Lunatics in a Common Gaol is equally destructive of all 
“ Possibility of the Recovery of the Insane and of the Security and Comfort 
“ of tlie other Prisoners. It appears, therefore, desirable that a Building should 
“ be erected for the separate Confinement of all Persons detained for Offences 
“ committed during a State of Insanity.” “ Gaols,” observes Sir George Pauli, 

* however well regulated, are Places highly improper for the Custody and 
“ inconsistent with the Cure of Lunatics. They are improper as Places of 

* Custody, because the Lunatics must either be kept in Society with other 
“ Persons disposed to torment them, or they must be shut up in Solitude in a 
“ Situation inconsistent with any regard for their Cure. To confine a Madman 
“ Criminals may also be dangerous to those with whom he is confined.” 
The Abuses of this Practice, even before they had attained their present 
Enormity, had been reported to the Irish Government in 1816. “ In the Two 
“ Gaols of Kilkenny, it was stated in an ofiicial Report (Report of Select 
Committee 1817, p. 38), “ the Lunatics are not separated from the other 
“ Prisoners, except at Night or when violent; they are then confined to the 
“ Cells “ wMc]l thc y slee P- In the House of Industry there is no Separation 
“ whatever from the Persons confined there. On Inquiry from the Keepers of 
“ the Gaols and the House of Industry, I find there is no medical or other 
“ Course followed to restore any of these unfortunate Beings to a State of Society, 

“ aI “l the Keepers me of opinion that there are some now in this Situation that 
“ might by proper Care be restored to Society and to their Friends.” 



The Remedy for these Evils will be found in an Amendment of the 1 & 2 Viet, 
c. 27., and in a more extended Provision for Lunatics generally, so as to discon- 
tinue altogether, and without Delay, the inhuman and unjustifiable Practice of 
confining the Insane in Common Gaols whilst unconnected with Crime. In 
respect to the Criminal Lunatics, properly so called, the Committee are clearly of 
opinion that a proper Asylum should be provided for tbeir Custody and Care, 
at the public Expense, as in Great Britain. The Committee are of opinion that 
all Persons of this Class should be maintained and treated throughout the whole 
United Kingdom on the same Principle ; and there are many obvious Reasons 
why their Removal to One central Establishment, near the Seat of the Executive 
Government in Ireland, is expedient. Such was the Opinion given by the Select 
Committee of the Commons in 1807 on this Branch of the Subject : — “ As One 
Establishment will be sufficient for the whole Kingdom, it may be expedient 
that it should be at or near the Metropolis, and that Power should be given 
to the Secretary of State to make such Regulations as may not only provide 
for the due Care and Management of the Persons there confined, but may 
al '0 eil - ll! 'e a full Examination by competent Judges into the State of Mind 
of any Persons who may appeal 1 to be cured, previous to being allowed their 
Discharge. These Observations apply with equal Force to Ireland, and the 
same Powers given to the Secretary of State should be granted, for the same 
eason , 1° fhe Lord Lieutenant. 



, . Committee now approach another and a most important Branch of 
em Inquiries, — the Connection between tbe State of the Insane Paupers of 
o and and the Administration of the new Poor Law Act. The 1 & 2 Viet. 
« ' was ^ passed “ for the more effectual Relief of the destitute Poor in 

re and. By that Act the Relief of Destitution is stated as being the 
^■) c 2 Object 
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Object of the Legislature, no special Provision being made for Sickness, 
Insanity, or other Calamity, except so far as such Affliction comes under the 
general Definition, and the Insane are then to be relieved only under the 
special Provisions of the Act. The Poor Law Commissioners have divided 
Ireland into 130 Unions, and Workhouses arc provided or about to be pro- 
vided for each, Ninety-two of the whole Number being already opened, and 
Thirty-eight being in progress. In these Workhouses it is intended to provide 
Accommodation for 2,347 Lunatics, in Numbers varying from Sixty in the 
larger Workhouses to Four in the smaller. Beds are placed for their Reception 
in Cells and in Dormitories. At the present Moment the Number of Lunatics 
confined in Sixty-nine Workhouses is 471, suffering under various Types of the 
Malady, both curable and incurable, violent Maniacs, Idiots, and Epileptic 
Patients. The Evidence of Dr. Phelan, of Mr. Clarke, and of the Inspectors 
General of Prisons, together with the general Plans subjoined to this Report, 
exhibit but too strongly the inadequate and ill-considered Nature of the 
Establishments thus provided, unsuited in every respect for the Reception 
of the Insane. 

The Inspectors General of Prisons, as well as other Persons, seem to have 
considered that the Workhouses, when completed, will furnish that additional 
Relief which all admit to be indispensably necessary for the Care and Custody 
of the Insane Poor. In the Twenty-first Report on Prisons, p. 8, this Recommen- 
dation is given as a Mode of relieving the District Asylums from the incurable 
Cases, and making Provision for the harmless Insane : “We suggest that the 
“ Poorhouse should be compelled to take in such Cases. The Pool-houses have 
“ in some Instances relieved the District Asylums of a few harmless Idiots, but 
“ the Relief we calculated on from this Source has failed, owing to the Absence 
“ of a Provision in the Poor Law Act rendering it imperative on the Board of 
“ Guardians to admit Pauper Cases of Idiotcy and incurable Madness.” 

From the Tenor of their Reports, the Inspectors General do not appear 
to have been fully aware to what an Extent the Confinement of Lunatics in 
Workhouses had already been carried. It has been already shown that 471 
Patients are now so confined, and that additional Accommodation for 1,876 is 
provided. It is undeniable that if these Establishments could be relied upon 
as Places for the safe Custody or Cure of Pauper Lunatics, the Imprisonment 
of Lunatics hi Gaols might be at once discontinued, and the crowded State of 
the District Asylums might, to a certain Extent at least, be relieved. 

The Committee have therefore applied themselves with the utmost 
Attention to consider whether this Arrangement is legal, practicable, or 
expedient. 

The Intention of the Poor Law Act not being to provide for the Insane 
as such, the Statute contains no Provisions whatever to regulate such Inmates. 
Neither the Magistrates nor the Guardians have any statutable Pover to 
commit, to control, or to restrain such Inmates. Pauper Lunatics cannot e 
handed over to the Guardians by their Friends or Families, nor by any P°R ce or 
Municipal Authorities. If admitted, they would be still by Law at liberty to 
depart as they were free to enter. It does not appear that any Restraint oi 
Coercion could be applied. The Legality of a Rate raised for their Supp 0 
5 
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might possibly be questioned ; nor does it appear how proper Attendance and 
Medical Assistance could be legally provided for their Relief at the Cost of the 
Unions. On these Grounds it does not appear to the Committee that the 
forcible Commitment or Detention of the Pauper Insane in Union Workhouses 
can be considered legal. 

But if this Objection were removed by a new and a specific Enactment, it 
remains to be considered whether it would be practicable to confine 2,347 
Lunatics within the Accommodation provided for them in the Workhouses. 
From the Evidence which has been taken, as well as from Reference to previous 
Inquiries and Parliamentary Documents, it would appear that the Impractica- 
bility of this Arrangement is as clear as its Illegality. A Witness perfectly 
competent to speak on the Subject, from his Experience as an Assistant 
Poor Law Commissioner, states that the Workhouses are generally built on 
One Design ; that the Lunatic Wards consist mainly of One Row of Cells below, 
having in some Cases larger Rooms above, communicating with confined Yards’ 
admitting of no Possibility of Employment, and having but a limited Space for 
Exercise. No adequate Classification can under such a System be enforced, 
neither is there any moral Superintendence, or any distinct Medical Treatment’ 
nor are there any Attendants retained for the Service of the Insane, competent and 
instructed in such Duties. Without a total Reconstruction of the Workhouses, 
without the Purchase of additional Land, and the Appointment of a new Staff 
of Officers, it would therefore be wholly impracticable to confine 2,300 Insane 
Persons in the present Workhouses. 



Even if it were legal and in other respects practicable, it appears to the 
Committee that such Arrangements would be inexpedient, because they would 
be in the highest Degree inhuman. From the preceding Observations it is 
manifest that no adequate System of Classification is provided; therefore 
Patients suffering under the various Descriptions of this most awful of all 
human Calamities would be thrown together. All the Classes of the Insane 
would be confounded, whether Idiots, Epileptic Patients, or the violent Maniac. 
Occupation and Amusement, both of which, as remedial Measures, have been 
proved by all modem Experience to be essential to the proper Treatment of 
the Insane, to their Cure or their Relief, cannot be afforded in the existing 
Workhouses; neither can it be expected that in 130 Towns, some of them 



very remote and insignificant, a proper System of Superintendence, Medical 
Treatment, and Control can be found. The mild and humane System of 
Treatment essential to the Recovery of the Patient will not be introduced, or, 
rf introduced, will soon be abandoned ; and, to use the strong Language of 
the Visiting Justices of Middlesex, in one of their valuable Reports on the 
Hanwell Asylum, Society may witness a Re-introduction “ of the Practice 
of bad Times and a barbarous People, when the Insane were beaten and 
chained as if they were wild Beasts who had nothing of Humanity remaining 
but the outward Form, and when the Idiotic, from whom nothing was to be 
feared, were left to roam at large, uncared for and unprotected.” 



From the Papers appended to this Report the Intention of the Poor Law 
^ onnmssioners would seem to be, that the Insane should be placed “under the No. 135. Sessional 
{{ ^ are Superintendence of the Medical Officers of the Workhouses, and of Pa P ers > I3i3,p.l8. 
the Nurses and other Officers, assisted by Pauper Inmates in some Cases ;” 

^3.) c 3 but 
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but on examining the Returns more accurately it appears that the Emnl 
ment of Pauper Inmates as Attendants on the Insane, so far from being the 
Exception, as has been suggested, becomes the governing Rule. It i s not 
surprising, therefore, that even at Clonmel, where more than ordinary Care seems 
to have been taken to provide for the Management of the Insane, the official 
Report should state, “ it cannot be considered that there are in the Workhouses 
“ any proper Means for the Treatment of Insane Persons, should they happen to 
“ be violent or refractory, as the only Class of Persons at Command are unskilful 
“ and from being unpaid are reluctant, and therefore not to be confided in ; hence, 
“ when any of the Inmates become violent or refractory, we endeavour to have 
“ them transferred to the District Lunatic Asylum, where they can be properly 
“ attended to. In short, however the Workhouse may answer for the harmlessly 
“ Insane or Idiots, it can hardly be considered, under existing Circumstances 
“ a proper Place for the Treatment of Insanity generally.” In like Manner 
the Report from the Union of Kilkenny states that “ Medical Attendants 
“ are provided, but that there are no further Provisions for the Treatment of 
“ Lunacy with a view to its Cure.” The Medical Officer of the Lismore 
Union reports, “ that the House does not afford the necessary Accommodation 
“ for Maniac Patients.” But the Evidence of Dr. Phelan, who had acted as 
a Local Director of the Clonmel Asylum, as well as in the Capacity of Assistant 
Poor Law Commissioner, is still more important, from his Medical Know- 
ledge as well as from his official Experience. He states that the Arrangements 
made for the Insane in the Workhouses neither admit of their due Classification, 
Employment, nor Amusement ; that the Attendance of Paupers acting as 
Keepers is most insufficient ; that this impedes the Introduction of a mild System 
of Government; that the Intermixture even of the harmless Lunatics with 
Paupers is objectionable, as they become the Objects of Derision and Attack 
on the Part of the young and idle, producing dangerous Irritation and Excite- 
ment. The Witness adds, that the Workhouses are wholly unfitted for the 
permanent Reception of the Insane, unless there were added in each of the 130 
Unions a separate Lunatic Asylum, with all its Characteristics of moral and 
medical Superintendence ; a Proposal wholly inadmissible on Grounds of 
Economy, as well as from other Objections already stated. The Expenses of 
such a System in Salaries alone Dr. Phelan estimates at no less a Sum than 
28,000/. per Annum, exceeding the actual Cost of maintaining nearly 2,000 
Lunatics in the Seven most considerable Asylums in Ireland. 

If any Doubts should remain with respect to the Expediency of confining 
the Insane Poor in the Union Workhouses, those Doubts would be removed 
by the Evidence of the Poor Law Commissioners themselves. An Application 
having been made “ for the Removal of Two harmless and incurable Lunatics 
“ into the Clogheen Workhouse,” the Reply of the Poor Law Commissioners 
was as follows : 

^ ®' r ’ “ Dublin, September 23d, 1842. 

“ The Poor Law Commissioners have had before them Minutes of the Proceedings of the 
“ Board of Guardians of the Clogheen Union on the 23d ultimo, with reference to the 
f ' Resolution directing the Master to inform the Governor of the Lunatic Asylum, Clonmel, 
“ that fee is Accommodation for Two quiet Lunatics in the Workhouse. . The Commis- 
“ sioners desire to state, that it would be very inexpedient to act upon it, or to admit any 
“ Lunatics into the Workhouse. The unfortunate Persons here contemplated ought to be 
“ the Inmates of an Institution which admits of such Arrangements as their peculiar Case 
w required, whicji Arrangements cannot be made in a Workhouse w’ithout much Expense 

« and 
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“ “ d Mcult y ; and 1I,curabla Lunatira deceived from Time to Time into the Workhouse 
“ woald a la 'go and permanent Class, to the Detriment of the primary 

“ Object of the Establishment, which is the Relief and Prevention of Pauperism under 
a ordinary Circumstances. r 

“ By Order of the Board. 

“ Arthur Moore, Chief Clerk.” 



This Subject is more fully discussed, and, indeed, is conclusively disposed 
of, in a Letter from the Poor Law Commissioners to Lord Eliot dated the 
29th September 1842. From this Letter the Mowing Passage is extracted 
“ Our Attention has been frequently drawn to this Question, the Means 
“ P rovlded for the Accommodation of Lunatic Persons being notoriously 
“ “sufficient, a “ d a stron g Desire, iu consequence, existing, for transferring to 
“ the Workhouses such Cases of confirmed Lunacy as are beyond the Reach 
“ of Medical Treatment ?” 

“ To Applications of this Kind the Commissioners have invariably 
“ !mswered ’ "“t the Irish Poor Relief Act made no Provision for the Relief 
“ of ilsane aild L ™atic Persons, as such, but required that Relief should be 
“ adm ™stered solely on the Ground of Destitution, and that if a really 
“ destitute Person were an Idiot or harmless Lunatic he would be as fit a 
“ Subject for Admission to the Workhouse, if the Guardians so decided, as any 
“ other Person. The Commissioners proceed to state, that “ to provide for 
“ sudl Cases ’ wUdl i4 was presumed would occasionally be admits Tdjot 
“ Wards have been prepared in the Workhouses for the Accommodation of 
“ ^ ersons of this Class. There are, or rather there will be, 130 Workhouses 
“ in all, aud the Number of Idiotic and Lunatic Persons which will thus be 
“ prided for in the several Workhouses is 2,300. To this Extent, therefore, 
“ vvill the Lunatic Asylums be relieved.” 



But even to this Extent the Evidence taken before the Committee shows 
that the Union Workhouses are inapplicable to Cases of Insanity. The Com- 
mittee would consider it a most grievous Misfortune if they were to he so 
app ed, so confident do they feel of the extreme Impropriety of making the 
Union Workhouses Hospitals or Asylums for the Insane. But before they 
refer to Evidence and Authority which appear to establish this Proposition 
Beyond all Controversy, it is right to remind the House, that it is not the Fact 
that the Lunatic Wards in these Workhouses are employed solely for the harmless 
ases. lovision seems to have been made throughout for violent Cases of 
Mama, and many such are reported as being in a State of Confinement. 

Even if the Rule suggested by the Commissioners were more strictly 
ded to, and if an Attempt were successfully made to limit the Admission 
arm ess Idiots only, the Committee see very great Objection to such 
rangements. Not only would the Introduction of Idiots among the other 
aupers in a Workhouse be painful to the latter, but it would require the 
and most uni emitting Attention to prevent the unhappy Idiot from 
Pa ^ G Object of Ridicule and Annoyance, frequently roused into 
It f T ^ sucb Lieatment, and driven to Acts of Violence and Desperation. 
thaT^ll c a ® ear ’ from tbe given in respect to Ireland and England, 

hav a Attempts to combine the Workhouse with the Lunatic Asylum 

“ fb rt meffectaa1 ’ mld . worked Detriment to both Charities. “ We cannot 
(j e , a * '°j n ex P re ssing our Regret and Surprise,” observes the Physician 
, 0 Ireland, the Surgeon General, and the Directors General of 

1 93 ' ) c 4 Hospitals, 
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Hospitals, in their Report of the 8th October 1816, “ that Lunatics and Idiots 
“ should have been for many Years past promiscuously huddled together in the 
“ same Apartments, and even placed frequently in the same Beds with helpless 
“ Paupers of a sane Mind, while a Crowd of Female Lunatics have been 
“ dispersed indiscriminately among the Pauper Wards, to the utter ’Destruction 
« of all Decency and Moral Feeling throughout the whole Establishment. A 
« Charity thus constituted, instead of being a Benefit, is a l'eal Nuisance in the 
« Country, and if it cannot be worked in a better Manner ought, in our humble 
« Judgment, to be abandoned altogether.” The late Mr. Baron Leslie Foster, 
when examined before the Committee of 1817, is equally forcible in condemning 
this Union of the Workhouse and Lunatic Hospital. “ I have seen,” he states, 
“ Three, and certainly Two, Lunatics in One Bed in the House of Industry. 
“ X have seen, I think, not fewer than Fifty or Sixty Persons in One Room, of 
“ which I believe the Majority were insane, and the rest Paupers not affected 
“ w ith Insanity. I have seen in the same Room a Lunatic chained in a Bed, 
“ the other Half of which was occupied by a sane Pauper.” A Report made to 
the Irish Government in 1816 by the Governor of the House of Industry 
expresses the same Opinions. “ The Connection of Lunatic Asylums either 
« -with Prisons or blouses of Industry precludes the Application of Remedies 
“ for the Attainment of Cure or Relief of the unhappy Lunatics, from the 
“ incongruous Nature of the Institutions with which they are connected.” 

Nor are these Results peculiar to Ireland. When the same vicious Principle 
was adhered to in England it appears that the Result was the same. The late 
Sir George O. Pauli states, in a Letter to Earl Spencer, laid before the Com- 
mittee on Madhouses in 1807 (Report, p. 17), “I believe that there is not a 
“ Parish of any considerable Extent in which there may not be found some 
“ unfortunate Lunatic who, if his Ill-treatment has made him phrenetic, is 
“ chained in the Garret or Cellar of a Workhouse, fastened to the Leg of a 
“ Table, tied to a Post in an Outhouse, or perhaps shut up in an uninhabited 
“ Room, or, if his Lunacy be inoffensive, is left to ramble, half naked and half 
“ starved, through the Streets and Highways, teased by the Scoff and Jest of 
“ all that is vulgar, ignorant, and unfeeling.” On these Grounds the Com- 
mittee have come to the most decided Opinion, that the Union Workhouses of 
Ireland should not be made use of as Hospitals or Places of Confinement for 
Lunatics, being neither adapted for the safe Custody nor for the humane 
and successful Treatment of Insanity. On this Subject the Committee beg 
to refer more particularly to the Evidence, Nos. 179- 180. 181. 182. 184. 186. 
187. 709. 

If it has been shown in the preceding Part of this Report that the Accom- 
modation provided in the District Limatic Asylums is wholly inadequate, and 
that the Use either of Prisons or Workhouses for the Confinement of Lunatics 
is inexpedient, mijust, and cruel, it becomes necessary to inquire what is the 
remedial Measure which can be resorted to for the Correction of a most objec- 
tionable Practice, and to supply a most distressing Deficiency. That some 
effectual Remedy should be applied seems obvious ; for even if there should be 
any who consider that Insanity among the poorer Classes is a Calamity which 
Society ought not to endeavour to relieve, it cannot be questioned, when Society 
has already undertaken the Execution of this Trust, that this Obligation so 
contracted should be strenuously and effectually fulfilled. 
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It is obvious that in some Mode or another increased Accommodation for 
the Insane Poor must be provided. The Mode in which this can best be done, 
in reference to Humanity and to a proper Regard for Economy, is what remains 
to be considered. 

The Committee have had their Attention called to the enormous Extent 
of the District in which the Ballinasloe Asylum is established. This District 
comprehends the entire Province of Connaught, including in Five Counties a 
Population of 1,418,000. In the Case of Tipperary, on the contrary, One 
Asylum has been provided for a Population of 435,000 only, and in the single 
Province of Ulster Three Asylums are opened for the Reception of Patients. 
The Committee are clearly of opinion that at least One more Asylum is 
necessary for Connaught. 

In reference to the Treatment of Idiots and Incurables Two . Remedies 
have been suggested, to each of which the Committee will call the particular 
Attention of the House, pointing out the Advantages and the Objections 
which may be urged in favour of or against these several Plans. 

The First Proposal is, to add a chronic or incurable Ward to each of the 
present District Asylums ; the Second is, to erect a certain Number of new 
Asylums, to which the existing Cases of Idiotcy and hopeless and harmless 
Lunacy may be transferred, and into which future Cases of the same Classes 
may be received, leaving the present District Asylums applicable exclusively to 
the Reception of recent and curable Patients. 



The Advantages of the First of these Suggestions are very clearly described 
in the Letter of the Poor Law Commissioners, 29th September 1842. (See 
Appendix.) “ Ought not these District Asylums to have been so formed as 
“ to provide for the chronic Cases which would necessarily remain, as well as 
“ for the Cases susceptible of Cure by skilful Treatment ? Ought there 
“ not, in short, to have been a chronic Ward for the Reception of such 
“ incurable Cases as the Friends and natural Relatives of the Parties were 
“ unable to relieve it from ? 

“ The Addition of such a chronic Ward or Wards to a Lunatic Asylum would 
“ leave it open for the Reception and Treatment of curable Cases. This would 
“ be the most important as well as the most expensive Portion of its Functions. 
“ For this the Medical Staff would be adapted, and the various Officers and 
“ Attendants would be appointed, whilst for the incurable Inmates far less 
" expensive Management would be necessary. In fact the usual Staff of the 
“ Institution, with a small Addition of Keepers, would be sufficient.” 



Dr. Kidd, Physician to the Armagh Asylum, has given Evidence before the 
House of Commons pretty much to the same Effect. Plaving been examined 
respecting the Expediency of providing for harmless Lunatics in Workhouses, 
he is further asked, whether it would not be more desirable to have an additional 
Wing or Building built at the District Asylum. He answers in the Affirmative, 
tut assigns as his Reason, that these Patients “ would then be placed under the 
Superintendence of Persons more fit and expert in treating Diseases of the 
Mind, and in looking after them altogether.” 



(193.) 
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It is observable that this Suggestion is recommended chiefly on the Ground 
of its Economy. It behoves the House well to consider whether this Advantage 
is likely to be realized, and whether the Addition of a chronic Ward or Wards 
to the existing Asylums might not be attended with Inconveniences such as 
greatly to outweigh any Saving of Expense, even if this Result were attained 

It should be remembered that under the Head of Incurables must be 
placed various Classes of Patients, whether suffering from Mania, Dementia 
Idiotcy, Epilepsy, or otherwise. Even the incurable Patients, who appear gene- 
rally to be harmless, may at Times be subject to violent Paroxysms. It is 
therefore clear that any new Accommodation which may be provided, whether 
in a separate Establishment or in a chronic Ward added to the present District 
Asylums, should be such as to admit of a correct Classification, as well as 
of a Separation between the Sexes. Such separate Wards would require a 
very considerable Increase of Establishment, and any possible Savings in 
the medical and general Superintendence might be more than counterbalanced 
by the Number of Asylums. Whether such Savings could under any Cir- 
cumstances take place is not very evident, but it is certain that to insure 
a proper Administration of these Charities the separate Establishments should 
not be made too large, so as to exceed the Powers of One superintending 
Authority. But this is not all ; the Expenses of all curative Establish- 
ments for the Insane is necessarily greater than such as are exclusively for 
the incurable. This Fact is given in evidence by several very experienced 
Witnesses. Dr. White, the Inspector General, is asked, “ What may be the 
“ Proportion between the Expense of maintaining the incurable Lmiatics at 
“ Island Bridge and the Expense at which Lunatic Paupers are maintained in 
“ the District Asylum ?” His Answer is as follows, and becomes more impor- 
tant as it is the Result of actual Experiment : “ I think, generally speaking, 
“ they come to One Half of the Expense. In Island Bridge they did not come to 
“ more than 8/. or § 1 . a Year, whilst in the District Asylum the Expense is from 
“ 14/. to nearly 20/.” Dr. Phelan corroborates this Statement (667), and being 
asked, “ Whether the incurable idiotic Cases, if removed from the present Asylums, 
“ could be maintained at an Expense considerably less than that which is now 
“ requisite in the District Asylums ?” answered, “ I am sure they could for One 
“ Third less, and eventually probably even cheaper.” And therefore, on the 
Ground of Economy as well as Humanity, the Witness considered the Public 
would be benefited by the Erection of new and separate Asylums. 



If the present Sites and Garden Grounds are calculated for the existing 
Number of Patients only, it is obvious that the Purchase of additional Land 
would be required, as any Limitation of the Means of employing the Lunatic 
Poor, or any Restriction on their Enjoyment of Air and Exercise, would greatly 
prejudice the Chance of their Recovery and the Success of their Medical 
Treatment. 

From the Plans laid before the Committee it also appears that it would be 
very difficult to carry into effect the Erection of additional Wards, without pre- 
judicing considerably the Efficiency of the existing District Asylums. The 
Experiment has been tried at Limerick, and has led to very serious Inconve- 
nience. All Access to the new Wards from the Superintendents and Matrons 
Apartments takes place exclusively through Rooms and Passages appropriated to 
7 other 
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other Classes of Patients. This cannot but be most objectionable. The neces- 
sary Remoteness of the additional Wards is also most inconvenient; the free 
Circulation of Air is checked, and Light and Cheerfulness are interrupted • all 
of which are important Matters in the Treatment of the Insane. In these 
additional Wards large Dormitories have been substituted for separate sleepino- 
Rooms, an Arrangement which, though recommended by the Inspector General 
of Prisons, is disapproved of by Dr. Conolly, the intelligent and experienced 
Manager of the great Asylum at Hanwell. 



The Second Remedy suggested is the Erection of new and wholly distinct 
Buildings for the Reception of chronic and incurable Cases only. These 
Asylums might be erected in Districts formed by the Government, and to 
which One or more of the existing Asylums might be made contributory To 
these chronic Lunatic Asylums such Patients as on full Examination, and after 
Experience, appear to comewithin this Class, might be transferred from the Gaols 
the Workhouses, and District Establishments, the latter being thus reserved for 
the Relief of recent and curable Cases only. 

The following Evidence has been given in favour of this Proposition before 
the Committee of the House of Commons on the Medical Charities of Ireland 

“ 2964 Mn -Hainiftim.] Do you think it would be desirable to extend the Lunatic sir U. A. 

“ Asylums, so as to provide Accommodation for incurable Lunatics?— My Opinion is that Fer S“ S0 “' Jlp - 
“ it would not be advisable to extend the present Lunatic Asylums, which, built originally 
" ' Gr 984 Patients, contained, on the 1st of January 1843, no less than 1,773, so larve 
“ , ddl tl0 " s have been made to them; besides these, it appears by the Report of the 
“ Inspectors General of Prisons, that 1,033 were in Gaols and private Institutions at 
“ Jr same Date ’ nn<1 700 in th e Richmond and Cork Institutions; but that a better 
“ Plan would be to build distinct Houses, in which the harmless and incurable might 
“ P Iaced separately ; they would very nearly support themselves by their Labour ; they 
“ would have Medical Attendance and proper Attention paid to them, and might be 
“ supported as cheaply as in a Workhouse. 

f( “ 2965> Would not that have the Effect of forming a second Medical Establishment?— 

“ It would; but it would be very difficult and very expensive to add to the present 
B Jf natlc As . ylums; as th(? y are situated near large Towns, it is almost impossible to get 
, Tj? und t0 em P J °y the People on. Near the City of Londonderry we have been 
„ 0b . lged t0 P a y an Acre for Ground ; and paying that Rent we still make a Profit, 

(1 va u | n S die Potatoes grown thereon at the Contract Price; the Impossibility of em- 
P oying them otherwise makes me think that they could nearly maintain themselves 
by their Labour. 

K Is it your Opinion that it would be advisable to establish a Depot of some Kind 

w 01 ° tbei ’ and dien ma ke Arrangements that they should be received into the Workhouses ? 

« W u ^ >0 ° 1 ^ aW ^-' om missioners estimate that they have provided Accommodation in the 
tt V j 0 - ,? USGS for 2 ’ 400 hel P less ailtl incurable Idiots. Now I think it would be more 
« a i. ;iSa ° a ^ ouse f° r ^00 were built in each of the Provinces in some central Situation 
„ W an d cou id be got at a moderate Rate, and where they could get Superintendence, 
and the Expense of the Medical Staff would fall lightly.” 

“ T1 q u * * * * '* * 

« d u °j ect °i > Pauper Lunatics has been referred to. I most undoubtedly would so Sir J. D. Norreys. 

k jf ten . ! be P ,unat ‘ c Asylums that no Pauper Lunatic, whether Idiot or whatever 
“ ° f Lunac y i*- m igbt be, should be kept in the Workhouse. 

« L. yonr Opinion that Idiots ought not to obtain Admission to tlie Workhouse? 

„ ^ ut ^ iat diere ought to be central Establishments for them. 
u j ncQ * * Have y° u had an Opportunity, in visiting Workhouses, of seeing the great 
tt ^ conve aience that has practically arisen from throwing Idiots into Association with the 
ct an{ j 3 ^ es . '—There is great Cruelty in doing so ; they seem to be continually tormented ; 
u -kv f ldes ^ iat **• breaks in upon the Discipline of the Establishment. They are 
'ged to allow them to do as they please. 

^93.) d 2 “ 3783. Viscount 
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« 3783. Viscount Courtenay.] Would not that Objection be met to some Extent, sun 
« posing each Workhouse to have a separate Ward for Idiots and for harmless Lunatics?-. 
“ I think that those poor Creatures who are so afflicted would be so much better taken care 
« of and attended to in central Establishments, wliere a Staff would be prepared for them 
« Besides, there may be so many Cases of Lunacy in a Workhouse which might be curable 
« Cases, but where, if they were confined to a Workhouse, the poor Wretch would be shut 
“ up in a miserable Cell, such as, the Two or Three Cells that have been formed in the 
« Workhouses for those Persons, and there would be no Chance of Relief; One large 
« Institution would be so much better prepared to receive them. Suppose there are One 
« or Two Lunatics in the Workhouse, you would be obliged either to keep a Staff for 
« them of Persons qualified to attend them, or else to send in unwilling Paupers to attend 
« them, and who would do so both badly for the Individual and very disagreeably for 
« themselves. I should be very glad to see Establishments formed for Persons who are 
« totally helpless from Loss of Limbs, Paralysis, or any other Cause, for the same Reasons, 
« that there would be Preparations made for them, and that their Comfort would be more 
« attended to, and that they would be more cheaply provided for in such Establishments 
« than they can be by tlie Creation of a certain Staff for some Two or Three, or Half 
« Dozen such Cases that might exist in Poor Law Unions. There are different chronic 
« Cases, and Persons who through Accident have lost the Use of their Limbs, that 
« might be so provided for; and probably deaf and dumb Persons, and blind Per- 
« sons. I would allow Unions in Cases of that Kind to agree with public Institu- 
*« tions for receiving those Persons. I would encourage the Formation of such Hospitals- 
« nay, I would go further, and make it Part of the Medical System, that such Hospitals 
“ for the Relief of Incurables and Persons in such Situations should be established, to be 
“ supported by Combinations of Unions. 

« 3784. Viscount Courtenay .] Plave not Unions at present the Power of making 
« Payment in such a Case as you have mentioned ; for instance, in the Case of a blind 
« Person ? — I apprehend not ; it would be considered Out-door Relief. In Poorhouses in 
“ England, I find they send their Lunatics to a Lunatic Asylum, and pay an arranged Price 
“ for them. 

“ 3785. Mr. W. S. O'Brien.'] Are you aware, that with respect to Idiots, although a 
“ Ward is reserved for Idiots, the Practice has been to allow them to communicate 
‘ { with the rest of the Inmates of the Establishment ? — As far as my Experience goes, 
“ that has been so. 

“ 3786. Is it your Opinion, that that Practice lias arisen from the Want of proper 
“ Arrangements in laying out Workhouses for the Idiot Wards, or is it necessarily incidental 
“ to the Nature of the Establishment ? — I should say it is necessarily incident to the Nature 
“ of the Establishment. We have Wards and a Yard for Idiots ; but still if they are 
“ helpless, it would be indispensable on the Part of the Guardians to assign some Portion 
“ of the Inmates to attend on them. 

“ 3787. Is it not your Opinion, that to be confined within those Idiot Wards is something 
“ very like a dismal Imprisonment? — It must be dreadful. 



Evidence of 
Rev. M. Clarke in 
Appendix. 



* * -*• * * # * 

“ 749. Have you at all considered the Cost of erecting those Asylums? — I have. I have 
“ considered, looking at the Matter in point of Economy, as Grand Juries may consider it, 
“ that if you add to the District Asylums at present existing, the enlarged Buildings that 
“ will be necessary to accommodate (admitting of Classification and Employment) all the 



“ incurable Cases, and if you add also what I consider would be extremely important, 
“ namely, that in order to relieve the Manager of the District Asylums from the Charge 
“ of the incurable Cases you appoint another Person, who would be responsible for them, 
“ thus not distracting his Attention from those Cases which are so much more important; 
“ — that, taking all those Circumstances into consideration, and the larger Number of 
“ Counties that would he included in the Expense of those Establishments than are at 
“ present connected with the District Asylums, it would be a Matter of Economy as well 
“ as certainly a Matter of Efficiency and Humanity. It is evident, that where the Manager 
“ of a Lunatic Asylum has his Attention distracted by the Care of 300 Persons instead 
“ of 100, every individual Case that is curable must suffer very considerably ; a5 > ^ 01 
“ example, the Manager of the Derry Asylum has had, instead of the original Contract 
iS made with him for the Charge of 104 Persons, to take the Charge of 211.” 



The 
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The Committee feel confident that the Buildings suggested for this Purpose 
might be much more cheaply built, as well as more cheaply supported, than the 
present District Asylums. The present Expense of the local Establishments, 
where such exist, as in Limerick, Wexford, Kilkenny, Lifford, &c., would cease. 
The Cost of maintaining 214 Lunatics in Forty-four Gaols and Bridewells, and 
4/1 Lunatics in Sixty-nine Workhouses, would also necessarily cease. Five or 
Six orderly and well-managed Asylums would thus take the Place of upwards 
of 130 existing Establishments wholly unfitted for the Purposes to which they 
are applied. Another Source of Economy will also arise from the greater Success 
which has been found to attend the immediate Treatment of Cases of Patients 
recently attacked with Insanity. At present such Cases must, in many Instances, 
be neglected altogether, or, if received into Gaols, Workhouses, and other 
Places wholly unsuited for the Cure of the Disease, they soon become inveterate 
and incurable ; and thus, whilst a permanent Calamity is entailed on the Patient 
and the Patient’s Family, a permanent Charge is ultimately entailed on the Public. 

A Case which might have been relieved or cured in less than Twelve Months 
of skilful Treatment may become a Case of Disease for Life, to be supported at 
the Charge of the County or other District from which the Patient is received. 

The Committee do not wish, however, at the present Time, and on the 
Information before them, to decide absolutely on the relative Advantages of 
these Two Proposals. They leave the Matter in the Hands of the Irish 
Government, to be carefully considered during the Recess, with a view to such 
early and remedial Measures as may be required for an undeniable and most 
distressing Calamity. Much may be done without new Legislation, the Powers 
of the Government under the Lunatic Asylum Acts being very extensive ; but 
for some Parts of the Case a Parliamentary Remedy must be obtained ; and 
the Committee feel confident that in either Case no unnecessary Delay will be 
permitted to take place. 

On a few supplemental Points the Committee wish to record their 
Opinions. They consider it most desirable that the Books, Registers, and 
Reports relating to the Insane should be kept throughout Ireland in the same 
Manner, and on fixed Principles, so as to allow the Results of the Treatment of 
Lunatics in the several Hospitals to be compared and generalized, not only for 
the Advantage of Science, but for the Security and better Administration of 
Charities, and that if an improved System of Register should be adopted in 
England, it should be extended to Ireland without Delay. These Objects 
may probably be attained under the new Rules which the Lord Chancellor of 
Ireland has recommended for the Adoption of the Lord Lieutenant in Council, 
mid which it is hoped may improve the System of these Charities. The 
Committee find the Reports of the Inspectors General of Prisons on this 
Branch of their Duties less full and satisfactory than might be the Case if the 
Inspection of Lunatics was made a Matter of distinct Investigation, or connected 
with an Examination into the Medical Charities supported in the whole or in 
part at the Public Cost, and not considered as merely supplementary to Prisons 
and Prison Discipline, with which the Treatment of the Insane ought not to 
have any Connexion. 

The Committee make no Observations in respect to the Admission in 
Swifts Hospital of Patients paying for their Support, to the Exclusion in some 
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xxiv Report from the Select Committee on 

considerable degree of Pauper Inmates. That Subject has been under the Con 
sideration of the Lord Chancellor of Ireland, whose benevolent Exertions on th' 
Subject of the Insane have been already noticed, and entitle him to the Confi 
dence as well as to the Gratitude of the Public. A Memorandum made b the 
Lord Chancellor on this Subject, and laid before the Committee, seems so 
important as to require special Notice. ^ 

“ Swift’s Hospital might be made the Foundation of a new System A 
“ School might be established there, and Pupils admitted, with great Caution 
“ Governors, and particularly Keepers, might be trained there, with whom the 
“ District and Private Asylums might be supplied. Moral as well as medical 
“ Treatment would then have a Chance of being followed systematically 
“ throughout Ireland. The Government might with great Advantage advance 
“ some small Sums to further the Object. The present permanent Income of 
“ the Hospital exceeds 3,000/. a Year, and will soon be more.” 

This Principle seems to have been advantageously adopted at the Hanwell 
Asylum, where Clinical Lectures have been given by Dr. Conolly, and from 
whence experienced and qualified Attendants for the Insane have been provided 
for other Hospitals. The whole Subject is well explained by Dr. Conolly in his 
Evidence, Nos. 814. 815. 81 6. 817- &c. The following Extracts from the Report 
on the District Asylum of Clonmel illustrate the Difficulty of procuring intelli- 
gent and well-informed Attendants, more especially Females : — “ At the very 
“ first Meeting of the Board after my Appointment the Chairman advised me to 
“ remove almost every Servant in the Establishment as unfit for the solemn and 
lesponsible Duties of the House. It is with deep Reluctance I am obliged to 
state, and the Records of the Asylum will bear me out, that the Majority of 
the Attendants had to be removed after my Appointment for Drunkenness, 
Cruelty, and Neglect of Patients, and a total Disregard of Order and Dis- 
cipline. I beg to give Three Instances:— I visited the Female Refractory 
Ward, 13th Sept. 1841, and found a Patient crying bitterly; I examined 
into the Cause, and found her Arm had been broken for a Period of Four 
Days, and no Report made by the Nurse in charge. I visited the Male 
“ Refractory Ward on 6th Oct. 1841, and found all the Keepers except one 
playing Cards, the one not so employed was lying, stupidly drunk, in an 
“ adjoining Bath Room. I visited the Female Tranquil Ward, 19th Dec. 1841, 
and found the Assistant Nurse perfectly intoxicated. Such was the State of 
“ the Asylum.” 

The Expediency of bringing the Cork Establishment under the same 
Regulations with the District Asylums has been suggested, and would seem 
desiiable, on Grounds stated by the Inspector General of Prisons and the Lord 
Chancellor of Ireland. But it should be remembered that, in reference to the 
Number of Cases successfully treated, this great County Establishment bears 
a Comparison with the District Asylums, which are much more expensive in 
their System of Management. 

To the Expense of the System, various Witnesses have called the Attention 
of the Committee ; and when the simple and cheap Dietary adopted in Ireland 
is considered, it does appear extraordinary how very considerable is the annual 
Charge. Still more difficult is it to account for the great Difference between 
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the Cost of Maintenance in Asylums situated in the same Districts tinder Cir- 
cumstances very similar, if not altogether identical. For example, the annual 
Expense for the Food of the Lunatics in Clonmel is less than 51. 18s. per Head, 
whilst in Waterford the Charge amounts to 81. 10s. id. This and other Cases 
of Disproportion in the Cost of Maintenance call for Explanation. The Com- 
mittee consider that the Inspectors General of Prisons should furnish to each 
Asylum a Copy of their Report relating thereto. This should be furnished 
at the Time of the Visit and Inspection, with a view of giving and of obtaining 
immediate Information, and of ensuring the Correction of any Abuse. 

The Committee are desirous of impressing on the House, as the Result of 
their Inquiries, the following Propositions on which they have formed the 
strongest Opinion — 

1. The Necessity of discontinuing, as soon as practicable, the Committals 

of Lunatics to Gaols and Bridewells. 

2. The Necessity of amending the Act of the 1 Viet. Cap. 27., which 

appears, on the Authority of the Lord Chancellor of Ireland, to have 
led to the most serious Abuse. 

3. The Inexpediency of appropriating the Union Workhouses as Places 

either for the Custody or the Treatment of the Insane, for both 
which Purposes they appear wholly unsuited. 

4. The Necessity of providing One central Establishment for Criminal 

Lunatics, under the immediate Control and Direction of the Govern- 
ment of Ireland, to be supported from the same Funds and under 
the System adopted in respect to Criminal Lunatics in England. 

5. The Necessity of increasing the Accommodation for Pauper Lunatics 

in Ireland, and of providing for the Cases of Epilepsy, Idiotcy, and 
chronic Disease, by an increased Number of the District Asylums, by 
an Enlargement of those Asylums, or by the Erection of separate 
Establishments specially appropriated for these Classes of Patients. 

And the Committee have directed the Evidence taken before them, together 
with an Appendix and Index thereto, to be laid before your Lordships. 
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Evidence on the 

The LORD MONTEAGLE OF BRANDON in the Chair. State of the 

Lunatic Poor 
in Ireland. 

FRANCIS WHITE Esquire is called in, and examined as follows: F. White, Esq. 

1. ARE you Inspector General of Prisons ? 20th Ju, y 184,3- 

I am. 

2. How long have you filled that Office ? 

Two Years this next Month. 

3. Had you an Appointment in the Public Service prior to that ? 

I had. 

4. What was that ? 

I was Surgeon to the Richmond Lunatic Asylum in Dublin. 

5. How many Years ? 

Going on Six Years. 

6. Is that one of the principal District Lunatic Asylums now, by Act of 
Parliament ? 

It is. 

7. As Inspector General of the Prisons, the Prison Act casts upon you and 
your Colleague the Obligation of inspecting the Lunatic Asylums as well as 
Prisons ? 

Yes. 

8. Therefore, both at the Richmond Asylum and' as Inspector General, your 
Attention has been practically directed to this Subject during the last Eight 
Years? 

It has. 

9- Have you practically visited all the District Lunatic Asylums of Ireland ? 

I have. 

10. What is your Opinion with respect to the general System of Adminis- 
tration of Charity within the District Lunatic Asylums ? 

My Opinion is that much Good has been done already, though not to that 
Extent which, considering the original Expenditure, — I believe upwards of 
200,000^., — and the annual Expense at present, amounting, I believe, to over 
31,0007. a Year, — considering all that Outlay, and such a very fine Establish- 
ment, that Extent of Benefit which was anticipated is not afforded. , 

11. Can you inform the Committee the general Proportion of Cures to the 
h umber of Admissions ? 

I can do that, from Documents. 

12. Do' you think the architectural Arrangements of those Lunatic Asylums 
ate well considered and well contrived for the Reception and for the Treatment 
of Lunatics ? 

I do not. I think there is a great Defect in the Structure and architectural 
Arrangement of Lunatic Asylums generally. I think a great Mistake has 

Cn ip* ace respect to the architectural System of Lunatic Asylums ; 

bey should not have been so partitioned out and divided into Cells as they 
have been. I think the greatest Injury has accrued ; and when I was attached 
as Surgeon to the Richmond Lunatic Asylum we found the Cell System was 
most injurious in acute Diseases, where there was no Infirmary Ward for acute 

ases, and consequently they were kept in their cold and cheerless Cells, 
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labouring under Inflammation of the Lungs, or acute Fever or Erysipelas and 
various other Diseases which required Infirmary Treatment, and more frequent 
Attention than it is possible cither the Nurses or Keepers can bestow on 
Patients in separate Cells. 

13. Does your Objection apply to the Absence of good Infirmary Establish 
ments, or to the Cell System, if with the Cell System was combined both 
larger Rooms for those who are not violent Patients, and also adequate Infir- 
mary Accommodation for those who are sick V . 1 

My Meaning is, that, with the Exception of probably One or Two, all the 
Asylums have been built without any Consideration as to Infirmary Arrange- 
ments whatever ; and my Second View is this, that the Asylums have been 
taken up with too many Cells, and there is a Class of Patients in each Asylum 
who might be put into Dormitories, and they would be better taken care of. 
For instance, we find Suicidal Cases have invariably improved by associating 
with others, whereas if they arc secluded they take every Means to put an 
end to themselves. There is a large Class of Lunatic Cases in the Asylums 
in Ireland which could be better provided and taken care of if they were in 
Dormitories. 

14. Can you inform the Committee whether there is any considerable Extent 
of Land connected with each of the District Lunatic Asylums in Ireland ? 

I think the most considerable is that of Richmond Lunatic Asylum, to which 
are attached about Twenty-one English Acres, and there are about Three 
Acres more under Garden and Pleasure Grounds. 

15. But there is a considerable Extent of Land connected with each of these 
Lunatic Asylums ? 

There is, fluctuating from about Twelve to Twenty-eight Acres. 

16. Is that Extent of Land used for the Employment of the Lunatics, for 
their Occupation ? 

Yes. 

1 7- Do you consider that Employment so given to the Lunatic, more 
especially in a Country like Ireland, where agricultural Labour is the main 
Occupation of the People, is beneficial both in respect to the Treatment of the 
Lunatic and the Chances of his ultimate Recovery ? 

I think it of the greatest Importance, because Two Thirds of the Lunatic 
Poor of Ireland are agricultural Labourers, and consequently that Employment, 
would be most conducive both to their Habits and to their Health; it is their 
Occupation ; and in fact I should observe, further, that generally speaking 
there is not Land enough attached to the Lunatic Asylums. 

18. Do you find the Proportion of Land attached to the Lunatic Asylums 
bears any Proportion to the Number of Patients they are designed for ? 

YeS, I do. . For instance, Limerick, which is One of the largest Asylums 
next to the Richmond, has more Acreage than the others, Carlow has less, and 
Clonmel less Ground. 

19- Taking the View you have mentioned, of the Advantage to the Recovery 
of the Lunatic of having this Ground, do you find, upon comparing the Num- 
bers cured with the Numbers admitted in the several Asylums, that that bears 
out your Result ? 

Yes. 

20. Are you acquainted with Swift’s Hospital ? 

Yes. 

21. Are you aware that there they are employed in labouring in the 

Garden? r J 

Only in the Garden ; there is no other Ground attached, except a very 
extensive Garden. The Observations made by the Lord Chancellor and 
myself, and a Document I will put in connected with that Institution, wm 
show the Propriety of adopting the Suggestion which has been thrown out by 
the Lord Chancellor with respect to Swift’s Hospital ; it is a very important 
one, and I should wish the Committee to bear it in Mind. 

9 22 . It 
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22. It appears from the Fifteenth Report of the Inspectors General, that 
in respect to the District Asylum of Armagh there are Thirteen English 
Acres, at Belfast there are Thirty-three English Acres, in Londonderry 
upwards of Ten Acres, at Richmond Asylum there are Twenty-four Acres, 
at Carlow Fifteen Acres, at Maryborough Twenty-two Acres and a Half, at 
Ballinasloe Twenty-two and a Half, at Limerick Nineteen Acres, at Clonmel 
Eleven Acres, at Waterford Fourteen English Acres ? 

Yes. 

23. Does your Experience enable you to state to the Committee whether 
that Proportion of Land is required for each of those Asylums ? 

I do think so. I am perfectly sure that even more is necessary. 

24. And you consider that Addition of Land, by leading to the Occupation 
of the Patients, to be an increased Means of providing for their Cure ? 

Decidedly. 

25. Do you think that the moral Government of the Asylums is adequately 
provided for ? 

Hitherto it has not been. I am ready to show, by new Rules we have 
prepared, with the Assistance of the Lord Chancellor, who has given us great 
Aid, that the moral Treatment in future will be greatly improved by adhering 
to these Rules. 

26. But the Question applies rather to the Description of Persons who are 
selected to be placed at the Head of these District Asylums ? 

I understood so. 

27- Not to the System of Rules under which they act ? 

I think, so far as the Gentlemen who at present conduct the Institutions are 
concerned, they are highly proper and very good Persons ; but at the same 
Time I think it was a wrong Principle to have given entirely the moral Control 
and Management of the Patients to them. 

28. Explain the System of existing Government in these Asylums ? 

The existing System of Government is this, that the Lord Lieutenant in 
Privy Council has the Power of appointing local Governors to manage and 
superintend each Asylum. We will take the Richmond Lunatic Asylum, 
for instance, or the Ballinasloe Asylum, which is so situated that it answers 
for the Province of Connaught, and there so many leading Gentlemen of 
Experience and Knowledge are selected to represent each of the Counties, 
and they form a Board of Governors or Directors appointed by his 
Excellency. 

29. A certain Number connected with each of the contributing Counties ? 

Yes. They generally meet once a Month ; they are summoned, and every 

thing connected with the Business of each Asylum is transacted by the 
Board. 

30. Do they appoint the moral Superintendents and the Physician ? 

No ; it rests with the Lord Lieutenant. 

31. What Species of Control do they exercise over the Administration of 
these Asylums ? 

As to the fiscal, medical, or moral ? 

32. We will take them separately ; what Control do they exercise over the 
fiscal Regulations ? 

By Order of the Lord Lieutenant, they examine and audit all the Accounts, 
and there is an Estimate drawn out of the anticipated Expenses of the next 
Quarter, which is sent up to the Privy Council, and an Order for that Sum is 
transmitted to the Board, and accordingly Drafts are drawn and signed by 
Three of the Board. The different Payments are made by the Manager 
generally. 

33. Are the Payments of Money and the Expenditure placed within the 
Power and Control of those Gentlemen who are connected with each of the 
contributory Counties? 

Yes. 

(193.1.) A 3 34. Do 
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34. Do they exercise any Control over the moral Treatment of th 
Lunatic? 

1 do not think they do, or feel that they -would he warranted in doing so. T 
found they had no Sub-Committee of Inspection, except on those Day's of 
the monthly Meetings, and, probably, One or more go through the Establish- 
ment, and from their own Observations, together with the Report from the 
Manager, they can form the best Opinion as to the State of the Institution 
and the Efficiency of the general Management. ’ 

35. Is the Manager, generally speaking, a Medical Man or otherwise ? 

No ; except in Two Instances. 

36. In which Instances arc those ? 

In Belfast, Dr. Stewart, and Dr. Flynn in Clonmel. I might add, in the 
Ballinasloe Asylum there is a Gentleman, a very efficient Person, who I under- 
stood was educated as an Apothecary. 

37- In all Cases is there a Medical Man, independent of the general Super- 
intendent, appointed ? 

Yes. 

38. Is that the Case even where the general Superintendent, as in Clonmel 
and Belfast, is himself a Medical Man ? 

Yes. In fact the Two Gentlemen that are appointed to Belfast and Clonmel 
were merely as Superintendents ; not in their Medical Capacity. I must add, 
in every Asylum in Ireland there is a Physician of Character and Standing 
appointed by the Lord Lieutenant to attend these Institutions. 

39. You stated, in the Management of the Asylums there was not the same 
Economy as there might be under a different System ? 

I am not aware that that Question has been put to me directly. 

40. Under the existing System you conceive there might not be the same 
Economy as under the System you have suggested to the Lord Lieutenant ? 

What I mean to say is this, that I found the present moral System was 
independent of any Expenditure connected with it. I merely meant that I 
thought the leaving the sole Control and moral Management of the Luuatic to 
Non-medical Managers was wrong in Principle. 

41. You answered one of the earliest Questions put to you, that about 
31,000Z. was the annual Expenditure for the whole of these Institutions? 

Yes, I think so. 

42. And the general View you took of it was, that that Expenditure was an 
Amount that ought to have produced a greater Benefit ? 

Yes, I did. 

43. Do you conceive that is owing to the present System of Management ? 

I consider there has been a great deal of unnecessary Expense connected 

with the Management. 

44. Could you state any Particulars from which you draw that Conclusion? 

As to the Buildings, for instance, I think there has been great unnecessary 

Expenditure in setting out these Buildings, and not making them more 
appropriate for the Object which was in view. 

45. Were not the Buildings of those Lunatic Asylums carried on exclusively 
under the Control of the Government, without any Interposition either of the 
Directors subsequently appointed or of the Managers, who had no Existence 
till the Buildings were completed ? 

Certainly. I should have stated that the Lord Lieutenant had the Power in 
the Act to form a Board in Dublin that conducted the whole building of these 
Establishments. 

46. Therefore any Increase of Expense to which you have adverted, arising 
ou ^°f the building, has no Connexion with the present System of Management . 

47. Could you state in what respect then this Amount that is annually laid 
out would be more efficient under a different System of Management ? 

That requires a great deal of Consideration ; for instance, we find in some 0 

0 tne 
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the Institutions, the Patients, from Want of a Uniformity of System in some 
Districts their general Expense per Day and per Annum amount to considerably 
more than in other Districts ; therefore there must be something wrong in the 
Principle, where we find such a material Difference in the Expenditure, differing 
in one Asylum from another. It is that Circumstance to which I have been 
latterly directing my Attention, recommending a Uniformity of Dietary and 
various other Arrangements, which I think will ultimately lessen the Expenses 
materially ; and I do also think m some Instances, as I said before it was left 
too much to the Manager to arrange the fiscal Part of these Es tablishmen ts 

48. With respect to the Dietaiy, the whole of it is subject to the Report' of 
the Inspectors General to the Government. Would not any Remark on that 
Dietary have been attended to ; any Observation of the Inspectors General? 

No doubt. We do not object to the Dietary which has been laid down in 
each of the Districts and by the Medical Attendant, who is competent to 
deride. What we object to is, that we find they vary as to the Quantity in 
various Districts, and as to the Nature of the Food, and we think what ought 
to be good for one Asylum ought to be equally so for another ; but we find a 
Discrepancy in the Amount of Dietary of one when contrasted with another. 



49. In making that Remark did you ever take into consideration the possible 
Difference of Price of Provisions ? 

Yes ; and I find very little Difference. In some Instances there are local 
Cn-cumstances that would have great Weight in that Question. Potatoes, which 
are very generally used, unless in some Seasons of the Year, when they differ 
a little in their Price ; Meal and Milk are very generally the same Price with 
very little Fluctuation, through the Country. 

50. In point of fact is there any Article of Sustenance which varies more 
between one District and another than the Price of Potatoes, above all in 
Ireland, from the Uncertainty of the Crops ? 

Certainly it does vary. 



. 51 ‘ Would you conceive the same Dietary is quite suited for the Inmates of 
the Belfast Asylum and the Inmates of the Cork Asylum ; do not the Habits 
of the Peasantry differ in the Two Parts of Ireland? 

• u i/ n ? <n 5 l in *-' 01 ’k an d Belfast ; they are manufacturing People more 
m Belfast than in Cork. of 



52- Is there not more Oatmeal used in Belfast than in Cork ? 
ies ; and there is Meat used in all these Asylums. 



+v.’ tv 31 ? ^ a P ers before this Committee it appears the lowest Expense 
-n- , e dietary per Plead is 3-Jrf. per Diem at Cork, and the highest is at the 
mond Asylum and Waterford, where the Expense is 5d. per Diem? 

-nr , es J ^ at is the very Point which I wish to explain. I cannot see why ip 
„ 3 e ° rd .“ e Dietary should be so high, contrasted with Cork and Clonmel 
other Asylums which have been mentioned. 



wwi. ^j° Y ou the Expenses of the Dietary in the Prisons generally, 
WtUi, U v y our Supervision as well as the Lunatic Asylums ? 

'J ; ii 1 ^Exception of Dublin, the Average is from 3 d. to U . ; 4 d. I think 
to 41 n 1\ ^e Exception of Dublin, and probably in their Prison it amounts 

*},*■ ‘ V but ’ generally speaking, the Expense of the Dietary in Prisons is lower 
wan in Lunatic Asylums. 

as vmi ^unk you can keep the Dietary in a Lunatic Asylum as low 

Inmates ? keep the Dietai 7 iu a Prison, consistent with the Health of the 



Certainly not, for obvious Reasons. 



to the ]u^ eiePore w °uld you be prepared, without attributing any Extravagance 
than in tk^Priso t0 ? See a somew I i at higher Range of Dietary in the Asylums 
Yes. 



Yes And y ° U haYe ?tated tlle 



Range to be about 4 d. in the Prisons ? 
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58. Can you inform the Committee what the exact Range is in the Lunatic 
Asylums? 

About 4 \d. to 5 d. 

59. 5 d. appears to be the Maximum ? 

Yes. 



60. Then there is practically no very great Difference from the Expenses of 
the Dietary in the Prisons ? 

Not according to that ; but I should like to be more particular in that. I 
think the Prisons, generally speaking, are lower ; from a Halfpenny to a Penny. 

61. Is that owing to the Uniformity of the Diet ? 

I think a good deal owing to that. 

62. Is the Dietary of Prisons uniform throughout Ireland? 

There are Three Classes of Dietary by the Act of Parliament used for 
Prisons. Generally speaking, what is called the mixed Diet, Potatoes and 
Milk for Dinner, and Stirabout and Milk for Breakfast, is generally the Diet 
throughout, with few Exceptions, in Ireland. Bread and Milk in the Cities of 
Cork and Dublin is the Diet. 



63. You admit a Difference should be made by the Price of Provisions ? 

Yes. 

64. Do you not also admit, from what has been suggested, that there might 
be a necessary Difference in the Diet itself under peculiar Circumstances in 
particular Towns ? 

Yes ; particularly for Lunatics. 

65. State what you mean by a greater Uniformity of Diet for the Lunatic 
Asylums ? 

I mean in some Instances, until lately, there was no Supper in the Asylums, 
and they used to give as much for Dinner in the short Days as would embrace 
the Quantity for Supper, and we found there was a great Difference as to the 
Quantity. In some Places they would give more Potatoes than at another, and 
in another they would give more Bread and more Milk. I have got a Scale or 
Table of all the Dietary of the Ten Asylums, and we think it is very possible 
for us to strike out a uniform Dietary for the entire, changing it according to 
the Prices, the Diseases, or the peculiar Circumstances of each Asylum. 

66. You have been Inspector General for Three Years ? 

Two Years. 



67- In your Inspection of Lunatic Asylums have you made any particular 
Observations on the Dietaries of each as they have come under your Obser- 
vation ? 

I have. 

68. To whom did you communicate those Observations ? 

I spoke to each of the Managers and Physicians. 

69- Do you make a written Report or a written Communication to the local 
Directors of each of the Asylums which you visit ? 

No ; I send a printed Report. We report annually, and that Report is sent, 
with the Parliamentary Returns, to each of the Asylums. 

70. Do you not think it would be advantageous that the Inspectors General, 
in visiting the Asylum, should leave a written Report, to be laid before the local 
Directors of that Asylum, to be taken into their Consideration, with a view to 
its Improvement? 

No doubt ; but I wish to have it understood that I am not finding Fault 
with the present System, of Dietary; it is merely looking to see whether a 
uniform System laid down would not be better than the Discrepancy that exists 
at present. 

71. You say you did make Remarks to the Managers? 

Yes, frequently. 

72. On 
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72. On a subsequent Visit to those Institutions, did you find those Remarks 
had been attended to ? 

Yes. 

73. In point of fact the Views you have taken of the Dietary have been 
carried into effect under the existing System ? 

I will not say I have been the Means of altering the Dietary. 

74. You have found your Remarks have been attended to ? 

Yes. 

75. Consequently what you thought might be amended has been amended ? 

Not altogether. 

76. You have spoken of the Expense of Food; have you any Observation 
to make with respect to the Expense of Clothing ? 

No, I have not. I think the Clothing is in general very economical. I was 
in the Southern Asylums lately, and I found the Lunatics walking about, in 
hot Weather such as this, with Frieze Coats on, and I suggested the Propriety, 
both for Health and Economy, of putting on Barracan or coarse Linen Cloth 
instead. I think it would conduce both to Economy and to better Health. 

77. Do you consider that there is any Extravagance in the Rates of Salaries 
that are paid in the District Lunatic Asylums ? 

I think, generally speaking, they do not look in some of the Asylums to the 
Importance of the minor Officers. I think it is a mere Cheese Paring the 
Saving effected by low Salaries. 

78. You have no Objection on the Ground of Excess, although you suggest 
in some Cases the Salaries might advantageously be raised of those minor 
Officers ? 

Yes. 

79- As to the superior Officers, do you conceive there is any Excess of 
Expenditure ? 

I do not. 

80. Are the Persons who are appointed to these minor Offices, as Keepers 
and Nurses, generally speaking, well qualified for the Discharge of their Duties ? 

Generally speaking, I must say I find Fault with the minor Officers. 

81. As being incompetent ? 

As being Persons not of that Intelligence and Character they should be, 
considering the important Duties they have to perform. 

82. At the Origin or Extension of so great a System as this, of District 
Lunatic Asylums in Ireland, was there in Ireland any School or any Estab- 
lishment from which you could at once have obtained Persons adequately 
instructed in the Discharge of those Duties ? 

Partially there was. In the House of Industry at Dublin, which contained 
the Mass of the general Poor before the Institution of District Asylums, there 
were a Class of Officers reared up in that Institution ; and the Managers, for 
instance, of many of the Institutions emanated from the House of Industry, 
and a few good minor Officers also ; but Time has now changed all that. I 
would say, in Carlow and Cork, and One or Two other Places, that some of 
the minor Officers are not Persons that I should have selected for so important 
a Duty. 

83. Can you inform us whether there is a Scale or Gradation of Salaries 
among the Nurses and Keepers and other Attendants ? 

There is a Scale. 

84. Do they rise from one Scale to another in proportion to their Services ? 

An Assistant Nurse, if she was useful, would get that Situation in case of a 

Vacancy ; there is that Feeling and System adopted in the Asylums ; but I do 
think that the maximum Sum these Persons get is too low. 

85. Do you think the Number of these Attendants is adequate for the 
Purpose of the safe Custody and due Management of the Inmates of the 

. As the Asylums are constructed at present, and the Number of Patients 
in them, generally speaking, I think it is. 

(193.1.) r 8 B 86. Do 
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86. Do you conceive their Functions arc administered with Humanity, without 
any undue Coercion and Restraint? 

From all my Observation, and the Inquiries I have made, I think they have 
been, with very tew Instances, to the contrary. 

87. Are you aware what Number per Cent, of the Inmates of the District 
Lunatic Asylums are, generally speaking, under Restraint or Coercion ? 

I can only answer that by stating that the general System now is, not what 
is called Coercion, except in a very few Instances; strapping, locking -up m 
Cells, using the Shower and Plunge Baths to punish them, is done away with 
and the only System now practised is the Strait Waistcoat and a Muff, which 
we are beginning to discontinue ; we found that pressed on the Chest too much, 
and we arc getting now a new Waistcoat which will give full Liberty to the 
Hands, and yet cannot be injurious. 

88. Are we to collect, as the Result of your Experience, that in proportion as 
the System has advanced and improved so the Treatment of the Lunatic has 
become milder, and the Cases of Coercion have been less frequent ? 

No Question of it. 

89. Do you believe that Alteration of System has had a beneficial Effect 
with respect to the Number of Cures, or the reverse ? 

I do consider it has had a material Influence on the Cures. 

90. Were you acquainted at all with the Management of any of the old 
Lunatic Asylums, or Cells connected with Houses of* Industry, in Ireland, prior 
to the Establishment of the District Asylums or the Richmond ? 

I was. 

91. Comparing the Management adopted by them, and the System of 
Management now in force in the District Asylums, was there a considerable 
Difference in the one and the other in respect to Coercion and Restraint ? 

Considerable Difference, certainly. 

92. The Strait Waistcoat, properly so called, has been used up to the 
present Time ? 

Yes, it has. 

93. Are you acquainted with a Kind of Jacket with long Pockets, which 
they cannot extricate their Hands from, but which allows them more Motion 
for their Arms ? 

Yes ; that is the One we are about to adopt. 

94. That is not a Strait Waistcoat ? 

Not at all ; it allows the Patient to move his Hands, and does not press 
upon the Muscles of Respiration, and was what I alluded to. 

95. What was the Mode of Restraint adopted in the old System ? 

It consisted of various Modes, and was applied to Patients to whom it ought 
not to have been, and to whom it was quite inapplicable ; it consisted in confining 
them with a Strait Waistcoat in solitary Cells which were badly ventilated 
and lighted. This harsh Mode of Treatment in many Instances aggravated 
the Case, and they became outrageous, and the more so the greater the Tor- 
ture they suffered. They were frequently chained to the Wall, put into loose 
Straw with very little Clothing, and their Food left with them. The v were 
subjected to this Treatment for Days, until they became tranquil from Terror 
and Exhaustion. I must say there are but few Instances, which I wish to 
bring before your Attention presently, of local Asylums where I found unne- 
cessary Restraint used. 

96. Do you think the Statistics of those Lunatic Asylums are carefully kept, 
so as to admit of being generalised, and made useful, by conveying the wnoe 
Result of the Experience of the Country, both to the Medical Profession an 
in the Treatment of similar Establishments ? 

I do not ; I think they have been very defective. 

97. In these District Asylums, is there much Employment given ? ^ 

Not so much as there might be. I think it is very defective in that respec . 

98. What 
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98. What other Employment have you known resorted to for the Patients 
besides agricultural Labour ? 

A few weave in some of the Asylums ; Tailoring and Shoemaking is also 
carried on in some others. The Women knit and sew, and are employed in 
cleansing and in the Laundry ; they also spin a good deal. 

99. It appears on the Reports we have before us, that at Belfast there are 
149 Inmates who are employed, and Forty-eight Inmates only who are unem- 
ployed; in Limerick there are 181 Inmates employed, and 158 Inmates who 
are unemployed. Arc the Females employed to any considerable Extent in the 
House Economy, in the cleaning and washing ? 

They are included in that. 

100. Do you consider that the Employment, under proper Regulation, of the 
Lunatic is of considerable Advantage and Benefit in the Medical Treatment of 
the Lunatic ? 

I do, certainly. 

101. Do you consider that any Establishment for the Insane would be such 
as could be relied upon, either on the Ground of Humanity or of Expediency, 
if it did not provide an adequate Space for the Exercise of the Lunatic, and 
Employment for such as were capable of Employment ? 

Certainly. 

102. Are all the Asylums quite full ? 

According to the Accommodation they can afford, they are, 

103. Have they all been built upon much the same Principle ? 

Nearly. 

104. And is that a Principle which admits easily of Additions, keeping up the 
Supervision over them ? 

Yes. 

105. Are not many built upon the Plan of a central House for the Governor, 
and radiating Wings ? 

Yes. 

106. Suppose you had Occasion to add to that, how would you propose to 
add to that Asylum ? 

I think you might extend the present Wings, as in some there is sufficient 
Space for that Purpose ; and there are Instances where new Wings might be 
added. 

107. In that Case, if you extended the Wings the new Portion of the 
Building would be still further removed from the central Superintendence of 
the Governor ? 

Yes, certainly it would, 

108. And in case of building a separate Ward altogether, there would be no 
Means of Inspection at all connected with the Governor ? 

There would be by a small Corridor running from the central Building to. 
the new Wing. 

109. Must not that Corridor run through One of the existing Buildings, or 
through One of the existing Yards ? 

It should communicate by One of the existing Wings to carry it on. 

110. Would that be advantageous or desirable ? 

I think there are some of the Asylums would admit of it. The Richmond, 
for instance, would admit of Extension. And there is another Plan, which I 
think would improve greatly some of the Asylums, and give more Room, which 
is that of removing the Cells in Two of the Wings, and making Dormitories, 
appropriate Rooms attached for the Keepers ; and I think there is a Class 
of Patients hi each of these Asylums who could be better provided for and 
cured in Dormitories than in single Cells. The single Cells take up a great 

e al of Room, and cause greater Expense in the Erection of them. 

IM- If the Addition was to be made in the Nature of an Infirmary Ward, 
" l,c h- Ward would not require so much to be under the immediate Control of 
(193.1.) B 2 the 
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the Superintendent of the Asylum as those in which the Patients were confined 
not under a Medical Officer ? 

It would not. 

112. You consider an Infirmary Ward might well be added, and is necessary 
almost to every District Asylum ? 

Certainly ; it was never considered at all atjSrst ; it was a great Omission. 

113. Do you conceive some of the Lunatic Asylums at the present Moment 
contain more Patients than they are fitted to receive ? _ 

Yes ; some of them contain more than they were originally intended for. It 
was a curious Circumstance that the original Intention was that they should 
not contain less than 50, or not more than 150, and in Limerick there is upwards 
of 300, and it was built for only 150. However, they have extended it since. 
In the Belfast Asylum it is the same. I should mention, with respect to 
Belfast and Clonmel, that there are Infirmary Wards added, and in the former 
Asylum a Wing is appropriated exclusively to incurable Cases. They were 
allowed to build that Wing within the last few Years, and it is One of the best 
conducted Institutions in Ireland. / 

114. What Number of Stories are they most built of? 

Two Stories. 

115. And would there be any Objection to a Third Story in most Cases ? 

If it was built with the Staircases properly, I think there would not be any. 

116. Do you consider the Walls have been built with that Strength as to 
enable a Third Story to be added ? 

I am not able to give you a decided Answer to it, but from the W ay they 
have been built I think the Walls are sufficiently strong ; they are very strong 
Stone Buildings. I am not prepared to give a decided Answer on that Point, 
as it is purely an architectural one. 

117. Are you acquainted with many of the improved Lunatic Asylums of 
this Country or the Continent ? 

I am a good deal acquainted with the Subject, from reading, and paying close 
Attention to it, and I have visited some of the Asylums both in this Country 
and in Scotland ; that in Edinburgh is on the System I have mentioned. The 
Cell System in general is given up, except for a Class for which it will neces- 
sarily be required ; but the great Error in building Lunatic Asylums in Ireland 
has been in converting them into Cells, with few Exceptions. 

118. During the Period of your Acquaintance with the Subject has the 
Number of Lunatics confined within the Prisons of the Country largely 
iucreased ? 

Yes ; since the Act of the 1st Victoria. 

119. Explain the Provisions of that Act ; the Object of it ? 

I have a Paper drawn up upon that very Subject. 

120. Explain the Object of the Act ? „ , 

The Object of the Act was, or rather it originated in fact in the Case of the 

Murder of Mr. Sneyd in Dublin. The Person who shot him was well known 
to be going about deranged, and neither his Family nor any one else worn 
take care of him ; they felt themselves not warranted in placing him under 
Restraint, and the Consequence -was that he shot Mr. Sneyd. The Covers 
ment and Chief Secretary of Ireland saw then that something should be don 
to remedy the Recurrence of such an Evil, and the Act of Victoria was passe 
for that Purpose. If an Individual is supposed to be lunatic, and dangerou 
to Society, the Course taken is this : — Any Person coming forward to swea^ 
before a Magistrate that he apprehended Danger from him, and producing 
Medical Certificate, generally to the Effect that the Individual a PP ea |T 
deranged in his Intellect, then he is brought before the Magistrate, and, 
Facts being proved, he is sent directly to Prison ; and the Consequence is, ^ 
upon the most trivial Outrage committed, for instance, throwing a Stone 
poor Person in the Street whose Temper might be irritated, are many 
this Kind put into Prison for Days and Years, till the Prisons are nl e 
and then there is an Application made to the Lunatic Asylums to re ^ 
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them, which they are obliged to reject in consequence of their crowded 
State. 

121. Is there not a Certificate of a Medical Person before such Persons are 
committed as dangerous Lunatics ? 

Yes ; it always is required. 

122. Do you find those Medical Certificates are invariably given ? 

In some Instances they have not been given ; the Magistrates generally through 
the Country commit at once, and the Circular which the Lord Chancellor felt 
himself warranted in directing to the Magistrates was in consequence of that. In 
some Instances they sent the Lunatics from the Poorhouses, who were originally 
put into the Establishment ; they sent them from the Poorhouses, into the 
Gaols, and that drew from the Lord Chancellor the Letter which I now read. 
“ Circular. — The Lord Chancellor wishes to draw the Attention of the Magis- 
tracy of Ireland to the limited Power given by the 1st and 2d Victoria, c. 27., 
as its Provisions appear to have been misunderstood. Their Power is confined 
to Cases where a Person is discovered and apprehended in Ireland under Cir- 
cumstances denoting a Derangement of Mind, and a Purpose of committing 
Crime, for which, if committed, such Person would be liable to be indicted, and 
Two Magistrates have Power to act if they are satisfied that such Person is a 
dangerous Lunatic or dangerous Idiot. The Power therefore can be exercised 
only where, 1st, the Person is a dangerous Lunatic or Idiot, and, 2d, where he 
is discovered and apprehended under Circumstances denoting, 1st, not merely 
a Derangement of Mind, but, 2d, a Purpose of committing Crime, for which, if 
committed, he might be indicted. Now, under this Power, Lunatics in safe 
and proper Custody in a Poorhouse have been committed to Gaol, merely to 
relieve the Poorhouse at the Expense of the Gaol ; and the Act has been 
resorted to in order to procure a Place of Confinement for Lunatics where the 
District Asylums are full. With this View the Friends of a Lunatic induce 
him to commit some trifling Act, e. g., breaking a Window, or striking some 
Person, and then take him before Magistrates, and procure his Committal as a 
dangerous Lunatic _ to Prison, from whence in the course of Time he is trans- 
ferred to a Lunatic Asylum ; and this Plan prevents those Checks against 
improper Admissions to the Asylum which are enforced in other Cases. These 
Abuses ought not to be permitted. The Lord Chancellor has desired that a 
Return may be regularly made to him of all Lunatics committed to Prisop 
under the Act of Victoria ; but he feels assured that the Powers of that Act will 
in future be exercised with great Caution. Edward B. Sugden, C. 18th March 
1843.” 

123. Have you any further Information with which you can illustrate this 
Part of the Subject ? 

I wish to read this Note from the Lord Chancellor. “ Solid Objections exist 
to Criminal Lunatics being received into District Asylums which never were 
intended for Prisons. As there is a Want of Room for Pauper Lunatics, it 
would save Expense to remove all the Criminal Lunatics to one Spot. There 
is ample Room adjoining to the Richmond Asylum to erect a Building for the 
Reception of all the Criminal Lunatics. A very small additional Number of 
Officers would, with the Staff of the Richmond Asylum, superintend the 
proposed Wing ; the Expense would be trifling. The Advantages of bringing 
together all the Criminal Lunatics under the immediate Eye of the Governor 
is obvious ; their Security could readily be provided for, and Strangers could 
be prohibited from visiting that Department from Motives of Curiosity. It 
Hjight be attended with great Advantage if a Power were given to send Irish 
Cnminal Lunatics to England, or English ones to Ireland, for Security. This 
was suggested by Mr. Blake. The present Law requires Alteration as to 
Cnminal Lunatics in District Asylums. There should be an Authority to deal 
with them as to their Discharge as the Government may think fit.” 

124. The Paper you now put in is drawn up by Dr. Mollan, the Physician 
to the Richmond A sylum ? 

Yes. J 

125. Has he had much Experience ? 

Very great Experience. “ Observations on the Act 1 Viet. Cap. 27- The 
great Majority of Insane Persons committed to the Prisons under the Provisions 
(193.1.) B3 of 
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of the Act are such as should be sent direct to the District Lunatic Asvl 
but in consequence of the Asylum being inadequate to the Wants of the 
trict the Prisons are employed to meet the Emergency. Insane P er s 1S " 
admitted into the District Asylum in the ordinary Way must be provided with 
a Medical Certificate of Insanity, and an Affidavit of not being possessed 1 f 
sufficient Means to pay for Support in a private Asylum. Persons committed 
to Prison under the Act, and afterwards transferred to the Asylum, are not 
subject to the same Regulations, and there is no Provision to prevent Indi 
viduals possessed of Property from being thus disposed of. Within the last few 
'Years there have been Two Patients in the Richmond Asylum possessed of 
ample Property. One had been committed under the Act ; the other (since 
dead) had perpetrated a Homicide before the passing of the Act. In both Cases 
the Friends of the Parties entered into an Arrangement with the Governors of 
the Asylum to pay for their Support ; but there is no legal Provision to enforce 
Payment in such Cases. Much Inconvenience arises in dealing with Patients 
sent from the Prisons to the Asylum who have not committed any Breach of 
the Peace, in consequence of the Restrictions to which they are subject. Inde- 
pendently of the obvious Impropriety of confounding such Persons with Cri- 
minals, the unqualified Certificate of Soundness of Mind required for their 
Discharge interferes with the Exercise of a discretionary Power which the 
Officers of the Asylum employ with Patients admitted in the ordinary Way, 
many of whom are sent out under Charge of their Friends when they become 
harmless. A very considerable Number of the Patients admitted into the 
Asylum from the Prisons have proved incurable; indeed many Cases were 
obviously such at the Period of their Admission. In the event of Accommo- 
dation being provided for Incurables in the Workhouses or elsewhere a 
Difficulty will arise in the Removal of such Cases from the Asylum which, 
according to the Letter of the Act, appears insuperable.” 

126. What Degree of Relief do you conceive it would give to the District 
Lunatic Asylums to have the Suggestions of the Lord Chancellor adopted, of 
having Criminal Lunatics removed from those Asylums to a central Place in 
Dublin ? 

They amount altogether to 200 in round Numbers ; that is, taking in the 
Cases under the Act of Victoria and the Cases that have been tried and found 
insane ; I include the Gaols also. 

127. But there ore 214 already in the Gaols ? 

Yes. 

128. Can you state how many there may be of this Class in the District 
Asylums ? 

I think there are about Eighty more. 

_ 129- Where a Criminal has been tried, but where the Verdict of Con- 
viction has been accompanied by a Finding of Lunacy, that Individual is, under 
the ordinary Law, sent to some Place for the Reception of Lunatics ? 

To a Lunatic Asylum. 

130. Is there any Lunatic Asylum in Ireland separate and distinct from the 
ordinary Lunatic Asylums, in which such Lunatics can be confined ? 

Not at present. 

131. Are you aware, in England, such Criminal Lunatics are confined, like 
other Convicts, at the Expense of the Government, in an Asylum provided for 

I am. 

132. There is no such Provision made in Ireland ? 

No. 

133. Was it not Three or Four Years, if not more, subsequently to the 
Murder of Mr. Sneyd, that this Act was passed ? 

I think between Two and Three Years after. 

134. Was there any Case besides that of Mr. Sneyd’s which pointed out the 
Necessity of some Provision of the Character and Object which is included in 
the Act of the 1st Victoria ? 

The Case which has been now mentioned, of Carpenter’s, is one of those 
which induced the Legislature to take up the Subject. 

5 135. Was 
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135. Was that Individual tried for any Offence find convicted of it ? 
He was. 



136. Are jou acquainted with the Prison in Dublin called the Granee 

Gorman Penitentiary ? ® 

Yes ; for tried Females exclusively. 

137. In that Prison it appears there are Twenty-eight Lunatics confined? 

There are. 1 saw them Three Days ago. 

138. What Space of Accommodation is provided for them in that Prison ? 

I consider it very inferior; there are so many Cells appropriated, and there 
is a Day-room, and a very limited Yard with a Shed, and altogether no System 
of Classification can be adopted. There are more, for the Proportion of Cases 
in that Penitentiary under what I may call Restraint, than there’ is in the 
Asylums, from the Want of proper Classification and proper Keepers. 

139- Is there any Extent of Land upon which they could be emploved 
agriculturally ? r J 

None whatever. 
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140. Is there any Employment at all provided for them ? 

No ; there are a few of them sew, but very little. 

141. You have already stated, that you consider the Extent of Exercise 

Ground and the Means of Employment to be essential to the due Management 
and Treatment of the Malady ? “ 

Yes; and nothing can be so injurious as keeping these Persons in that 
Prison ; they are in a most confined Place, and a great Number of them are 
in Strait Waistcoats and muffed, and Two of them strapped to narrow 
inconvenient Chairs. 

142. Is there any adequate Provision made for the moral Government of 
the Lunatics in that Prison ? 

None ; they are attended very carefully by the Physician of the Gaol, who 
is a very experienced Physician, and pays as much Attention to them as pos- 
sible, but laments greatly the Inefficiency of the Means of carrying into effect 
any thing- like a curative Process for them. 

143. You have stated that in the District Asylums you do not consider in 
all Cases the subordinate Officers are quite competent to the Discharge of 
their Duties ; does that Observation apply more forcibly to the Prisons ? 

Generally, no doubt of it, and it interferes materially with the Discipline 
ot the Prisons, and nothing can be so bad in some of the Prisons as Lunatics 
_bemg kept with the Prisoners, who are often placed in care of them : they 
interfere with the general Discipline of the Gaol. 

r *1*' i^ aS Subject, namely, the Impropriety of keeping Lunatics in the 
baols, been repeatedly adverted to, both by yourself and by others your Pre- 
decessors as Inspectors General of Prisons, who have called the Attention of 
the Government and Parliament to the Fact ? 

1 have always remarked very strongly as to the Impropriety of it. 

' ^ e - T went .Y-first Report of the Inspectors General, which is 
signed by you, it is stated, “ Wc beg to advert to the Practice of committing 
unatics and Idiots to Gaol; it injures our Prison Discipline much; and no 
rovision being made for the Care, Inspection, or Cure of such Patients in 
ao s by qualified Persons, the Result is, that any recent Case of Insanity 
us committed becomes incurably diseased from Want of proper Treatment ;” 
No cb j^ sei 'vation apply to all the Prisons with which you are acquainted ? 

146. Is the Inconvenience great in respect to the Prison Discipline ? 
ei y great ; it materially interferes with it. 

the -R^ ercnce . does it make with respect to their Chance of Cure, 

Weeks STf cTT ^ udicious1 ^ or injudiciously treated during the first few 

Outbrp 11 ^ ^ ie m °st serious Difference. The acute Cases, or the first 

/,!„ °* Insanity, requires a most active and discriminating Treatment ; the 
13 4 Brain 
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Brain is under a morbid Action wliicli of all others requires a judicious Admi 
nistration of Means to check ; and putting- into a Gaol, where moral Treatment 
cannot be so well appropriated and applied as in an Asylum exclusively appro- 
priated to that Purpose, haying all the Accommodation, and having Keepers 
and Nurses conversant with Insanity, and a Physician more conversant 
generally with Insanity than those connected with Gaols, — I do not speak of 
the Inferiority of the Physicians for Gaols ; they are all clever Men, but they 
do not devote their Time to the Treatment of Insanity so much as those who 
are attached to the Asylums ; and, added to this, there is neither Acconv 
modation, nor that Care and Attention bestowed by Keepers, who are not com- 
petent, from their Manners, Habits, and Mode of Education, for the Performance 
of such important Duties. 

148. What do you conceive is the diminished Chance of ultimate Recovery 
from the Want of suitable Attention to an Insane Patient during the first few 
Weeks ; what do you say as to the Alteration that makes in the Chance of 
ultimate Recovery ? 

If the Patient is not properly attended in the Commencement, both morally 
and medically treated, within Three Weeks of the Time he is seized, a morbid 
Action may be produced which can never afterwards be checked. 

149. Then this Commitment of the Lunatics to Prison not only commits 
them to a Place where there is no moral or adequate Mode of treating them, but 
is even a Bar to their future Recovery if they are transferred to a well-managed 
Asylum ? 

Decidedly, that is my Opinion. 

150. Grange Gorman Penitentiary is not the only Prison of Dublin which 
contains Lunatics ? What is the Prison called Richmond Bridewell ? 

That is a Prison for Male Prisoners. 

151. Are there Twenty-one Lunatics in that ? 

Yes. 

152. Is there any Provision made for their Cure ? 

Impossible ; they are in the Hospital Ward, the general Hospital of the 
Prison, and they are confined in a very small Yard, with no Classification ; the 
Air is very confined, and they have no Exercise. 

153. And no Employment? 

No Employment. 

154. Are there proper Persons as Nurses and Keepers ? 

They are very careful and proper Persons, but they are not conversant with 
the Disease, except the Physicians, who are highly competent. 

155. Alluding to those acting under the Physicians ; they are not fitted 
for it? 

No. 

1 56. What is the Case with respect to the City Gaol of Newgate, where 
there are Eleven ? 

Tire very same, and even worse ; they are worse cared for there ; they are 
in One Room during the Day, and they have a small Yard, which is in common 
to the Prisoners, principally Debtors, to walk about, and they are left indiscri- 
minately with a Fire-place open, and I assure you it is most frightful to witness 
them when you go in ; their Cells are close Dungeons, and it is enough to 
aggravate their Maladies, and to make them tenfold worse. 

157. In some of the County Gaols are there a considerable Number of 
Lunatics also ? In the Gaol of Trim in the County of Meath there are 
Fifteen Lunatics ? 

Yes. 

158. Have you any Account of that Prison ? 

I have no Account ; I have not inspected that Prison lately. 

159* 111 
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159. In the County Gaol of Tyrone at Omagh there are Eighteen Lunatics 
convicted of Crime, and Two for safe Custody confined ; have you visited that 
Prison ? 

Yes. 

160. Have you any Account of that Prison? 

I have. 

161. Can you state the Size of that Prison, and the Number of Prisoners it 
is calculated to contain ? 

I think it is mentioned in the Report which is on the Table ; it is under 
Two hundred. 

162. Are many of those Prisons crowded at particular Times of the Year, 
especially at the Approach of the Assizes ? 

Generally. 

163. In those Cases is not the Commitment of those Lunatics a most 
serious Inconvenience in respect to the general Administration of the Law? 

Very serious indeed. In Tyrone Gaol I found also they were kept in the 
Front of the Gaol, and the Screeching and Noise they produced attracted 
the Attention of Persons outside, and I would say added greatly to the 
Insecurity of the Gaol, and might lead to very bad Consequences. 

164. Do you think by any Improvement in the Gaols themselves that 
Provision could be made in the Gaols for the Lunatics ? 

I think it would be very wrong. 

165. Therefore you have no Hesitation in recommending, as a Matter 
essential to the Administration both of the Prison Discipline and Provision 
for the Lunatics, that Accommodation should be made elsewhere for those 
that are now there ? 

Decidedly ; it is a System that should be discontinued as soon as possible ; 
it increases their Malady tenfold. 

166. You stated that the Lunatic Asylums are full, and more than full; 
are they often compelled to refuse the Admission of Lunatics ? 

Yes ; there are several Applications to different Asylums that they cannot 
receive. 

167. On what Principle are they received and refused ; do they make a 
Selection ? 

They select those that arc most urgent. 

16S- Urgent from the Circumstances of their Friends, or the Nature of 
the Disease ? 

I should say it is very fairly administered in that respect ; generally they give 
Preference to the most urgent Cases. There may be a few Cases in which 
great Interest is made to get them admitted. 

169 . There may be Urgency from the domestic Circumstances as well as the 
v irulence of the Disease ? 

I think Preference is given, first, to the Urgency of the Case itself ; secondly, 
there are urgent Family Circumstances to make one preferred to another ; then 
there are the Grades of Disease. A harmless Person or less urgent Case would 
not, comparatively, be received so soon as another. 

I/O. By whom is this Application made ? 
fin ^1 re are P r * nte d Forms for each of the Asylums, and which require to be 
tilled .up by the Party seeking the Admission of the Patient. An Affidavit is 
M a - m i aC * e Povert Y 011 Part of the next of Kin of the Lunatic, and a 
Medical Certificate of Insanity, stating the probable Cause and Duration of 

sanity, is sent to the Manager ; the Manager cannot take in that Lunatic 
Without that appears to the Board of Governors. There is a List of the Appli- 
cants laid before the Board, that they may consult the Physician on each of those 

ases ; they confer together, and they select such Cases as there are Vacancies 
or ‘ presume, and know it to be the Case, that they would select, if it was a 
^ery urgent Case, rather, if they were beyond their Number, such a Case; but 

a is generally the Course of proceeding. 

(193.1.) c 171. Where 
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171 . Where several Counties form a District of an Asylum, is it not the 
usual Practice to allot a certain Proportion to each County, according to its 
Size ; and if Applications beyond that Number come from that particular 
County, though the Asylum is not full, would the Patient be so admitted? 

I think there would be great Difficulty in getting him in, except in some 
urgent or remarkable Case ; generally speaking, that is the Case. 

172. It would appear by the Sixteenth Report of the Inspectors General in 
the Year 1837, that at that Period the Number of Lunatics in the Prisons in 
Ireland was no more than 36, but by the Report of 1840 it appears that the 
Number had increased to 103, and by the Report of 1843 it appears that they 
had augmented to 214; if so, do you attribute that rapid and extraordinary 
Increase to the Operation of the 1st of Victoria ? 

No doubt. 

173. Are you able at all to trace what the Effect of this Act and the building 
of Lunatic Asylums has on moral Feeling in Ireland, in regard to the domestic 
Care of Lunatics in Families wishing to throw' them off their own Protection 
on to others ? 

I think there is a Degree of Influence exercised by that. I thiuk Fami- 
lies, in some Instances I have known, where they w r ould be very anxious, if 
there was not a great deal of Caution and Circumspection used, to throw them 
off, and put them into the Asylums. I draw my Conclusion from this In 
Cases that become curable, for instance, or those that become so harmless that 
they might be safely sent home to their Friends, we find great Difficulty in 
gettiug their Friends to take them back. And it is a remarkable Circumstance, 
that when once they are sent into an Asylum we find the greatest Apathy and 
Neglect on the Part of their Relatives and Friends in coming to see them after. 
They have a Kind of Pride which leads to a Feeling that it is a Degradation to 
have it known that Insanity exists in the Family. 

174. Are you aware in some Instances a Kind of Bond or Security is required 
from the Friends who send in an Insane Person, that in the event of his Recovery 
or Discharge they should take charge of him ? 

Yes, there is such a Bond ; but in general it is quite useless. 

175. In case of partial Recovery, where it may not be expedient, perhaps, 
with a view to more pressing Cases, to retain a Lunatic in a Lunatic Asylum, 
is there among the ordinary Peasantry of Ireland the Means of taking charge of 
that partially recovered Insane Person in their own Houses ? 

Generally speaking, there is not. 

176. You stated that that Undertaking is useless to take them back ; how 
then are they disposed of when they are recovered ; who takes them back ? 

We find many take them back ; but yet a Number remain in the Asylums 
who ought to be taken back, both curable and harmless Cases. We find the 
greatest Difficulty in sending them back, and those who have signed Bonds are 
not forthcoming. 

177- Are there a Class of Persons in those Institutions who are cured, or 
who have been ordered for Discharge, but nobody to receive them ? 

Several. 

178. Have you visited any of the new Union Workhouses ? 

Yes. 

179- By a Return which is before the Committee it would appear that there 
is an Accommodation prepared within the Union Workhouses for 2,347 
Lunatics ? 

So the Commissioners reported. 

180. Do you conceive that the architectural Arrangements which have 
been made in those Workhouses you have visited for the Reception of Lunatics 
are good? 

The very worst Description that could be thought of. 

181. Is there any adequate Space for the Employment of such Lunatics ? 

No. 

182. Is 
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182. Is there any adequate Means provided for their Classification ? 

No, there is not. 

183. Are you acquainted with the Management of any of them ? 

I am. 

184. Is there any moral Superintendence provided for those Lunatics ? 

I should state, with respect to the Limerick Poorhouse, that in the old 
House of Industry there were a Number of Lunatics, and they were transferred, 
on the opening of the Union Workhouse in Limerick, to that House. I have 
the Numbers here. It is not above Ten Days or a Fortnight since I visited it. 
There is a Keeper who superintends these who appears to be an efficient and 
active Person ; but the Structure of the Cells, the small Space of the Yard, the 
Area altogether, I apprehend to be of the very worst Description. The Cells 
were ill ventilated and badly situated. In a small narrow Room were several 
of them congregated together, and the Air completely vitiated and foul. 

185. Were these Cells and the rest of the Rooms where you found them 
constructed at all with a view to these Cases ? 

Yes. 

186. But utterly inadequate for such a Purpose ? 

Entirely. There are Dormitories for them also besides. The Cells and 
Places that they have built are only fit for the dark Ages. 

187. Would it be possible to introduce in these Branches of the Workhouse 
a humane System of Management of the Insane, as distinguished from the 
coercive ? 

Under existing Circumstances there is no possible Way that I can see, unless 
a new Building could be erected for them, and new Officers altogether 
employed. 

188. You stated that at Limerick you thought the Person in charge of the 
Lunatics appeared competent for his Duties ? 

I did. 

189. Was that an Exception, or did that apply to any other Workhouse 
which you have visited ? 

I did not inquire so much about the others as I did about this Person, who 
was brought particularly before my Notice ; but, generally speaking, the 
Keepers oi the Workhouses appear to be very fair intelligent Persons ; but it is 
the Accommodation and Want of Classification, the Want of Room, and Struc- 
ture altogether, is what I complain of. 

190. In the Papers before the Committee it is generally stated that the 
Keepers or Officers employed in the Care of these Insane are Persons selected 
from those who happen to be the casual Paupers at the Time ? 

Yes. 

191. Do you conceive it is possible to provide adequately for the Care of 
Lunatics, except by Persons who are brought up with more Knowledge than 
can be acquired by mere Paupers ? 

Decidedly ; they should be under no other Persons ; and with respect to that 
■roint I think it right for me to state that I asked that very Question, why they 
did not employ proper Females particularly, and I was told the Poor Law 
Commissioners would not allow the Expense or Payment of such Persons. 

Are you acquainted with the Workhouse at Clonmel ? 

, ^ oid not visit it ; I visited the Cork one, and there are some Instances where 
ne Board of Guardians will not admit a harmless Lunatic, the Law is so 
evasive on that Subject, and they refuse to admit even in a Workhouse, 
where they could give fair Accommodation enough for a few, but they refused 
Admission. 

193. Suppose a Lunatic, in a Case of Mania, to be admitted into a Work- 
Workh ^° eS p ^ ere ex * st by Law any Power by which he could be kept in that 

No, I believe not. 

(193.1.) * q 2 194- Is 
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194 .. Is be not perfectly free 'to leave it whenever he pleases ? 

Except that the Authorities ought not to allow a Lunatic to go out if he 
asked it. That is the Answer I was met with in Wexford ; that very Reason 
was applied. I said, “You have a miserable Place for them at present; take 
them into your Workhouse.” I was answered, “ By the Law how can they 
take a Person into the Workhouse ? lie must ask to come in ; and he may ask 
To-morrow to be let out.” I said, “ Here is a Person who ought to be removed 
from Public View ; and, for the sake of his own Protection and that of the 
Community, you ought to receive him.” I think when they receive a Person 
once into the House they ought not to let him out, if he asks. 

195. Are you suggesting a Discretion which they might morally exercise, or 
referring to any legal Provisions by which they could enforce it ? 

There are no legal Provisions ; but I think there ought to be such a discre- 
tionary Power until fit Asylums be provided for them. 

196 . Do you conceive that the Accommodation in those Workhouses for the 
Lunatic is intended as a temporary rather than a permanent Accommodation ?• 

I believe that was the original Intention, from Mr. Nicholls’s Report. It 
was one of the great Inducements of the Poor Law System, so far as removing 
the harmless Lunatics and born Idiots, as they arc called, into the Workhouse, 
thereby implying that they were not fit Subjects for a Lunatic Asylum, 
inasmuch as the original Intention of District Asylums was for curable Cases, 
and he held out the View that the former Class might be received into 
Workhouses. Now I will not say they were intended as a temporary Refuge, 
because they have built particular Cells and Places for them ; therefore I 
should say they intended them to be permanent. 

197. Even in respect to that Class to which you allude, namely, the 
harmless Idiots, do you not conceive there are Objections to placing them in 
immediate Connexion with Paupers of another Description ? 

Unless they had a particular Department separated from the general Estab- 
lishment, unquestionably, I think, generally speaking, it is a bad Place for 
them. 

198. There are many Cases of Patients, are there not, who, though at 
Times perfectly harmless, are subject to Paroxysms of the Disease ? 

No doubt. 

199- Would it be safe or expedient, do you think, to place that Class ot 
Patients in the Workhouse ? 

No, unless they have a particular Department, and then they could be cared 
for ; not otherwise. In fact, they should form local Lunatic Asylums them- 
selves. My general Impression is, that none of those Cases should be received 
any where but into the District Asylums, if there were sufficient Accommo- 
dation. 

200. Do you think it would be competent to the Guardians of Workhouses 
so to discriminate between the curable and incurable Cases, and the Cases 
that are generally harmless, but at Times arc subject to Paroxysms, so as to 
make them the safe Depositaries of the Power to take charge of Lunatics ? 

It would be very wrong. In the Town of Carrick-on-Suir there was One ot 
these born Idiots going about comparatively harmless, and one Day the Boys 
pointed him out as a Subject for Ridicule ; he got enraged, and took up a 
Stone, threw it, and struck a Person ; the Person died in a few Minutes from 
the Effect of a Fracture of the Skull ; the Lunatic is in Clonmel Gaol at this 
Moment for committing that Act. This proves that it is very difficult to 
discriminate in what Cases, whether curable or incurable, dangerous or other- 
wise, you can interfere. I do think, generally speaking, they are not h 
Subjects to be received into the present Workhouses of Ireland. 

201. Are there any Means provided for a proper Separation and Classifi- 
cation ? 

None whatever. 

202. Are you acquainted with any other Lunatic Asylums in Ireland not 
coming under the Head of District Asylums, Gaols, or Workhouses ? 
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203. Name any of those with which you are familiar ? 

The County and City of Cork Local Lunatic Asylum ; that is a very im- 
portant One ; I have Papers connected with that. 

204. Name the others ? 

The next is the County and City of Kilkenny Local Lunatic Asylum, the 
County and Town of Wexford Local Lunatic Asylum, Lifford, County of 
Donegal, the Lunatic Wards in the House of Industry at Island Bridge, 
Dublin, and Swift’s Hospital. 

205. Are there any private Asylums in Ireland to which Pauper Lunatics 
are sent ? 

No. 

206. Are there any private Asylums of that Sort which could be available 
for Pauper Lunatics if the Law permitted Parishes or Unions to send them 
there ? 

I am not aware. 

207- What is the Establishment at Island Bridge ; what Description of 
Lunatics are confined in it ? 

The incurable Lunatics that remained after closing the House of Industry 
in Dublin ; they were removed to a temporary Asylum at Island Bridge, 
taken for them, but put under the Care of the Poor Law Commissioners, and 
they are paid by means of the Poor Law Fund. They were removed to that 
Place, and there are about 100 at the House of Industry still ; they are 
the worst old chronic Cases, that grew out of the House of Industry, where 
they were for Years. 

208. The House of Industry was supported by Parliamentary Grant, which 
Parliamentary Grant has now ceased ; were those Inmates of the Island 
Bridge Asylum those who had been previously supported by the Public, and 
are now transferred to the Rate ? 

Yes. 

209- Was a Building erected for their Reception, or an old Building adapted 
to that Purpose ? 

It was the old Artillery Barracks, and the Stable of those Barracks was 
fitted up, and Sheds added, as a temporary Place for that Class. 

210. What may be the Proportion between the Expense of maintaining 
those incurable Lunatics at Island Bridge and the Expense at which Lunatic 
Paupers are maintained in the District Asylums ? 

I think, generally speaking, they come to about One Half of the Expense ; 
in Island Bridge they did not come to more than Eight or Nine Pounds a 
Year. 

211. And in the District Asylum to how much ? 

From 14/. to near 20/. I suppose there are not Fifty out of Two hundred or 
Three hundred that could be put to any Employment. 

212. Do you not consider, if an Establishment was entirely appropriated to 
Lunatics of that Class, to chronic and incurable Cases, they could be supported 
in that separate Establishment at a lower Rate than they are now supported in 
the District Asylums ? 

I do. 

213. And by their Transfer would there not be a Space left in the District 
Asylum for the Application of the curative Process to more recent Cases ? 

Considerable. 

214. Therefore the System would be more efficacious in its Results, and 
more Economy would be produced ? 

That is my Opinion. 

215. State what the Difference of Expense turns upon? 

In the curable Cases there is more Variance in Diet. There is a certain 
Class of Diet necessary for curable Lunatics, those that may admit of being 
discharged after proper Medical Treatment, and to whom a Dietary consistent 
with their State of Health is requisite. Animal Food is necessary, and sometimes 
(193.1.) C 3 Wine, 
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Wine, Tea, and various other Luxuries, comparatively speaking ; whereas th 
old worn out chronic Cases, that arc fatuous, require merely the common Fo 1 
they were accustomed to, Potatoes and Milk for Dinner, and Stirahont JIa 
Milk for Breakfast and. Supper. 

216. Is not the Expense of the Attendance very much less also in the one 
Case than the other ? 

Yes; but yet it. is a mistaken Notion to suppose that this Class does not 
require strict Attention. There is no Class requiring better or more perfect 
Officers than the incurable Lunatics, for if you put improper Persons over 
them nothing can equal the Extent of the Injury they may receive ; and from 
a very close Inspection the Lord Chancellor and myself made lately we found 
it was necessary to attend more regularly and strictly to them than heretofore. 
It was considered, as they were incurable Cases, the Physician ought not to 
see them every Day, and it was the Opinion of the Lord Chancellor and 
myself that they required to be seen every Day, and examined very closely. 
Several of them in cold Weather get Erysipelas and Inflammation of their Legs* 
and if they are not watched closely they fall into Mortification very soon! 
There are no Cases that require more Care and Attention, both morally and 
medically, than this Class. However, generally speaking, they could be 
treated at a less Expense per Head than the curable Cases in the District 
Asylums. 

The Witness is directed to withdraw. 



The Right Honourable ANTHONY RICHARD BLAKE is called in, 
and examined as follows : 

217. WERE you One of the original Commissioners for Inquiry into the 
State of the Poor Law in Ireland ? 

I was. 

218. In the course of that Inquiry were you led to turn your Attention to 
the Cases of the Pauper Lunatics ? 

I was. 

219- Have you been acquainted with the State of the Country for many 
Years? 

Yes. 

220. That Class is a numerous Class ? 

Very numerous. 

221. Have you also turned your Attention to the State of the Prisons in 
Ireland, and other public Establishments ? 

Yes. 

222. From the Condition of the Irish Peasantry, is not the Case of the 
Lunatic Poor one peculiarly pressing, and requiring Interposition ? 

1 have no doubt it is ; I include among the Lunatic Poor Idiots. 

223. Of all Classes ? 

Yes. 

224. Where the Case of the Lunatic occurs in the Family of an Irish 

1 easant, is it not one of the most melancholy and hopeless Visitations to which 
they can be exposed ? r 

I think it is. 

225. Were you acquainted with the State of the Lunatic Poor of Ireland 
before the Establishment of the District Asylums ? 

No ; I only know of it from having read of it. 

226. Have you visited any of those Asylums ? 

I have not. 

^7- Have you visited the Richmond Asylum in Dublin? , . 

Institutions * ^ aV6 ma ^ e P art icular Inquiries with respect to it and other 
7 228. From 
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228. Prom the Inquiries you have made do you conceive that the Manage- Right Hon . 

ment of those Asylums is on the whole satisfactory? Anthony R. Blake. 

I think the Management of the District Lunatic Asylums is on the whole 20 , h 77 - i8 4 .<? 
satisfactory. I think, however, it requires Amendment with respect to finan- u y 

cial Matters. 

229. By your Answer do you suggest more Economy might be introduced 
into the Management ? _ 

I do. I had to consider the Question of Economy as to Lunatic Asylums 
and other Institutions supported by. Grand Jury Presentments very lately 
under the Commission appointed to inquire into the Administration of the 
Grand Jury Laws. 

230. Those Functions brought the Case of the financial Administration of 
these Asylums especially under your Notice ? 

It did. 



231. Can you trace at all the Excess of Expenditure to any particular 
Cause ? 

I think it is occasioned by Mismanagement. The Charge for Maintenance 
is much higher in some Asylums than in others, though the Price of Provisions 
in the local Markets differs but little, if at all. In the Grand Jury Report we 
have gone very minutely into the Expenses of the different Gaols ; we have 
compared the Expenses of one with those of another ; we have pointed out, 
what I now mention, the great Difference between the Charge at one Place 
and another, and we have traced it to Difference of Management. 



232. That is with respect to the Gaols ? 

Yes. Then, as to Lunatic Asylums, I have before me the Account 
rendered to Parliament of the Expense of each District Lunatic Asylum in the 
last Year, and it shows pretty much the same Differences between the Charge 
for Diet at one Place and another that are to be found in the Gaol Accounts. 
For example, the Cost of each Person for Food at Clonmel is 51. 15 s. Id. per 
Annum, or 3 d. or Eleven Fifteenths per Diem, yet at Waterford, which is 
within a few Miles of Clonmel, and where Provisions, I apprehend, are not 
higher than at Clonmel, the Cost per Head for Food annually is 8/. 10s. 4 d., 
being 5 d. per Diem. 

233. Although they seem to be pretty nearly under the same Circumstances, 
do you know they are actually under the same Circumstances "with respect to 
Prices of Provisions ? 

I have made general Inquiries with respect to the Prices of Provisions in Ire- 
land, and I do not think they essentially differ in Waterford and Clonmel. 



234. Because Waterford is excessively high ? 

The Price of Food is what I am speaking of, and my Impression is that the 
Price of Provisions at Clonmel does not differ from the Price at Waterford in 
the Degree that the Charge for Diet does. 

235. What is the Nature of the Dietary in these Two ? 

I apprehend the same. 

236. Chiefly Potatoes ? 

Chiefly Potatoes and Milk, or Stirabout. 

237. Have you any Record of the average Price of Potatoes in those Two 
Towns ? 

No. But last Year, when I was making the Inquiries to which I have already 
referred, I got Returns of Prices from different Parts of Ireland, and on com- 
paring the Prices of one Place with those of another I found the Difference 
between them in general very trifling indeed. 

238. The Difference between Clonmel and Waterford would be absolutely 
nothing ? 

I should think little or nothing. 

239. Is not the Management the same in both those Places ? 

They are under separate local Boards. 

(193.1.) c 4 240 ' Tky 
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240. They are on the same Principle ? 

They ought to be. 

241. Do they contract in both Instances for their Provisions ? 

I think so. 

242. By Tender offered in the same public Manner ? 

Yes. But with respect to Tenders I have become so satisfied that there 
must be some Understanding between the Persons who send in Tenders in 
particular Places, that I have suggested to the Privy Council of Ireland that 
all Tenders should be sent to Dublin from every Part of Ireland, and should 
be opened there. I have understood that a considerable Reduction of Expense 
has been produced in the Ordnance Department, by requiring that all Tenders 
for the Supply of Articles required by the several Barracks, instead of being 
sent in locally to the Barrack Master of the particular Place, should be sent to 
the Ordnance Department in Dublin, and there opened. 

243. What Benefit do you expect to derive from that ? 

I think it would produce a more extended Competition. 

244. Local Contractors arc apt to combine ? 

Yes. If Tenders were called for by One general Advertisement applying 
to every District Asylum, these Tenders to be received and opened by the 
General Board of Directors in Dublin, I think local Combination would be 
defeated, for by throwing the Contracts open to general Competition you 
would have not merely Persons of each Place tendering for that Place, but 
you would have Tenders probably from the same Person for more Places than 
One. I rather think I was the Person who originally proposed to the Privy 
Council that Tenders should be required in all Cases. 

245. Is it your Opinion that Tender is in all Cases the proper Way of 
supplying those Institutions ? 

From a great deal of Experience in Ireland I should say, decidedly, it was 
the only safe Way. 

246. And taking the Case of Tenders, is the lowest Tender invariably that 
which should be accepted ? 

I am not prepared to say that ; I should leave some Discretion, but a Dis- 
cretion never to be exercised without an assigned Cause ; for instance, it has in 
some Cases been stated to the Privy Council that the Tender of A. has been 
preferred to the Tender of B., because the local Board did not believe that 
B. could fulfil his Contract, or because he had done Wrong on some former 
Occasion ; thus there may be a very good Reason for not taking the lowest 
Tender, but I should lay down as a general Rule that the lowest Tender 
should be taken. 

247. How are the Contracts entered into ? 

The Persons who propose to supply the Articles required send in Tenders. 

248. For what Time ? 

For a Year, generally. 

249- By what Board would these Contracts be opened ? 

There is a General Board of Superintendence for Ireland, and the Tenders 
should be opened by it. 

250. For Gaols and Lunatic Asylums ? 

For Lunatic Asylums. The Board of Works is now the General Board. 

251. Do you consider it would be desirable to make the Contracts half- 
yearly or quarterly ? 

I should propose to make the Contracts quarterly. 

252. Do you consider that there is an adequate Check on the Expen- 
diture afforded by the local Board appointed to superintend those Lunatic 
Asylums ? 

From the Difference I have found to exist in the Expenses, I should appre- 
hend not. 

253 .. Have 
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253. Have you any other Suggestion with respect to the District Asylums 1 

I think the District Asylums require an improved System of Inspection. 

254. At present you are aware that the only Inspection to which they are 
subject is the Inspection of the Inspectors of Prisons in Ireland ? 

At present the Inspection is only by the Inspectors of Prisons, who visit 
once a Year; I think we have recommended in the Grand Jury Report that 
the Lunatic Asylums should be visited from Time to Time by the Assistant 
Poor Law Commissioner. J 



255. In the event of any Establishment of a general Inspection of Charities 
in Ireland, do you consider the Inspection of Lunatic Asylums would rather 
belong to the general System of medical Charities than to the Inspection of 
Prisons ? e 

I do, decidedly. 



256. Are you aware that the Inspectors General are bound to report upon 
the Gaol and Bridewell, and that those Officers are only Two in Number ? * 

I am. 



25/. Do you think that that Species of Inspection can be relied on as being 
adequate for the Necessity of the Case ? ° 

I do not ; I have expressed an Opinion to the contrary in the Report to 
which I have just now adverted. My Notion is that the County Prisons in 
Ireland should be inspected by one of the Inspectors General Four Times a 
Year, and that the local Inspectors of the Constabulary should be required to 
inspect them, and the Bridewells too, once a Month at the least, and to report 
upon them. r 

258. Whatever the System of Inspection that might be enforced by Parlia- 
ment, do you not consider that written Reports communicated to the Parties 
locally interested in the Management for their Guidance ought to be Part 
of it? 

Undoubtedly. 



259. No such System is now provided by Law with respect to the Asylums 
for the Insane ? 

No. 

260. Have you read the Reports which are annually presented from the 
Inspectors General of Prisons ? 

For some Years I have paid a great deal of Attention to them. 

261. Those Reports notice the Lunatic Asylums ; but do you consider that 
they furnish, either to Parliament or to Government or to Parties locally 
interested, adequate Information on the Subject ? 

By no means ; the Grand Jury Report comments particularly on the Reports 
of the Inspectors of Prisons. 

, Bi the course of that Inquiry was your Attention naturally turned to 
tne Gaols ? 

Yes. 



263. Then you could not have failed to remark the increasing Number of 
Lunatics that are confined in Gaols in Ireland ? 

os ; I think the Number has increased very much ; but we were rather 
looking to financial Matters. 



64. Have you any Observations to make on the Fact ? 
understand that the Numbers are greatly increased by what I consider an 
u . s ® y the Powers of the Law ; Lunatics, whom their Families cannot 
P vide for, are not unfrequently, I understand, made to commit some Act of 
joence, thi at they may be taken up as violent and dangerous Lunatics, and 

committed to Prison, 



265. 

Yes. 



Have you ever visited any of the Gaols in Ireland ? 
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266. Is there any Accommodation in those Gaols you may have visited 
which is adequate or at all suited for the safe Custody, or still less for the Cure 
of this Malady ? 

None. 

267. Have any Instances of that which you have mentioned just now come 
under your own Observation ? 

No ; but I understand that the Lord Chancellor of Ireland has inquired into 
the Matter, and has found it so. 

268. With respect to the Acts of Violence committed by the Poor for the 
express Purpose of their being sent to Prison ? 

I have no doubt that there have been many Persons committed to Prison as 
dangerous Lunatics who ought not to have been. I think the Lord Chancellor 
of Ireland has caused a Circular to be addressed to the Magistrates of Ireland 
on the Subject. 

269. Do you consider the Number of District Lunatic Asylums, which are 
Ten, are adequate for the Purpose ? 

From the Inquiries which I have made I should be inclined to think that the 
Number would be sufficient if you confined them strictly to the curable 
Lunatics ; but I do not think the Number at all sufficient for curable and 
incurable Lunatics, nor do I think it desirable that Curables and Incurables 
should remain permanently in the same Institution. 

270. Do you mean by not the same Institution, not in the same Wards ? 

No. I think it would be desirable to have separate Institutions for the 

curable Lunatics, because those curable Lunatics require a Degree of medical 
Attention which the Incurables do not ; a sanitory System is, I think, 
required for the one, which is not for the other. I include in the incurable 
Lunatics Idiots and Persons of that Description ; I do not think they should 
be allowed to be among the curable Lunatics ; I think their being so does 
Mischief. 

271. Might there not be possible Cruelty in pronouncing a Person incurable, 
and putting him beyond the Reach of such Treatment as might cure him, 
except after the Experience of some Years ? 

No Person should be pronounced incurable on a sudden ; but if it should 
appear to Persons competent to express an Opinion on the Subject that a Man 
was incurable, I would not have that Man continued in an Asylum for 
Curables. 

272. Are you aware that the Distinction which you have thrown out is that 
which is acted on at Saint Luke’s and Bedlam, where Parties are received as it 
were on Probation for a Year or a little longer, in order to ascertain whether 
they are curable or not ? 

I was not aware of the Fact. 



273. Does your Observation apply to their being confined in the same 
Institution or the same Wards ? 

A Portion to confining them in the same Wards, but I think it would be 
better to place them under a separate Superintendence altogether. I think the 
Superintendence required for the one Class is not that which is required for the 
other. I should suppose, from general Information, that you would find t e 
Expense attending an Institution for the Relief of curable Lunatics much 
greater than the Expense attendant on incurable Lunatics, and therefore t e 
Expense for curable Lunatics should not form a Standard or Measure for that 0 
incurable. 



274. The incurable Lunatic is in a different Situation at one Period of _ 
Year to what he is at another ; he is fatuous at one Period, and furious a 
another? , 

Yes. In any Institution provided for Incurables there should be pe ca 
Attendance for them, and due Care taken both of the Health of the Min 
of the Health of the Body ; but they do not require that constant WatchiuJn 
which the Curables do with a view to Cure. 

9 2 75- The 
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275. The Cai-e would depend on the Number of minor Officers who were 
pat over the Wards in which the Curables were placed ; might not Regulations 
be made in the same Institutions, where Curables would have a greater Degree 
of Superintendence, and where there might be a lesser Degree to 'the Idiots 
and Incurables ? 

Not being a Medical Man I cannot speak positively; but from general 
Conversations with intelligent Medical Persons I have been led to the Conclu- 
sion that it is desirable to keep them separate. 

276. Were you ever at Richmond Asylum in Dublin, where there are curable 
Patients ? 

No. 

277. Or at Island Bridge, where there are Incurables ? 

No. 



278. Has the Fact come within your Knowledge at all what the Difference 
of Expense is at those Two Establishments ? 

My general Impression is, that the Expense of the Incurables is considerably 
less than the durables. J 



279. In the Connaught Lunatic Asylum the Number of Curables is Forty- 
five, and the Number of Incurables 191 ; does it not appear to you that the 
making a Separation between those Two Classes would make a very material 
Alteration m the whole System, and perhaps would rather increase Expense 
than otherwise, having already a Building for so many ? 

I do not think the Connaught Lunatic Asylum is sufficient for the curable 
Lunatics. In suggesting that you should have the Incurables provided for 
separately, I am influenced in some Degree by the Impression that it is 
essential to increase the Accommodation for Lunatics in general. I do not 
think the Number of Institutions you have at present, having regard to the 
Accommodation provided in them, is sufficient for the total Number of 
Lunatics standing in need of Assistance in Ireland. Therefore I think you 
should increase your Number of Lunatic Asylums, and increasing the Number 

1 think you ought to provide for the Curables in one Institution and the 
Incurables in another ; and that the Expense for the Incurables would be less 
than for the Curables. 

280. It appears from the Papers before us that there is but One Establish- 
ment for all Connaught, which contains 1,500,000 Inhabitants? 

Yes. 

281. In Waterford District there is One Asylum for 195,000 Inhabitants? 

Yes. 

282. And in the Queen’s County One Establishment for 555,000 Inhabi- 
tants ? 

Yes. 

283. Now, considering- those Facts and the Distance of Connaught, do you 
Luna? 6 ^ ne lunatic Asylum can be adequate for the Care of the 

I am quite satisfied it cannot. 

284. What is the Distance from the extreme Points ? 

cannot precisely say, but it is very great. From Calculations which I have 

en it appears, that of the Population of a County in which a Lunatic Asylum 

ppens to be situate there is generally a much greater Proportion supported 
not rf atlCS T ln As ylum than of the Population of a County where there is 

2 non nG * • Y? u find about One Lunatic out of a Population of 

others ^ rovi ^ e< ^ ^ or * n some Counties, and only One for every 5,000 in 

285. What is the District you take that from ? 

theN^V^ 611 ^ au Account of the Population of each County, and of 
Tn-. um , r °fi Lunatic Patients for each County which is given in Mr. Phelan’s 
W 0rk 011 ^ Medical Charities of Ireland. 
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286. By the Papers which are before Parliament it would appear that in 
respect to the Londonderry District in the County of Londonderry, in which 
the Asylum is situated, there are Sixty-nine Patients, in the County of Donegal 
Eighty-five Patients, and in the County of Tyrone Sixty-two Patients ; do you 
conceive, taking that as an Example, the Results to which you have called our 
Attention will be proved ? 

Yes. 

287. By the Comparison of the Number of Patients with the Population? 
Yes. In Confirmation of what I have stated, I will read a Passage from 

Mr. Phelan’s Work, which was published iu 1835 ; at Page 239 he says, “It 
appears that in those Counties which have pretty large Establishments for 
such of their insane Poor as arc not sent to District Asylums the Number 
of Lunatics is much greater than in the others ; thus the Counties of Dublin, 
Cork, Waterford, Mayo, Tipperary, Roscommon, Limerick, Wexford, Kilkenny, 
and Donegal have 480 Patients in District Asylums, and 1195 in the Asylums 
of their respective Houses of Industry, or in old Gaols that have been con- 
verted into Establishments for the safe keeping of incurable Cases. In all 
these Ten Comities, which contain a Population of 3,355,365, have in both 
Classes of these Institutions 1,675 Pauper Lunatics, whilst the other 
Twenty-two Counties, which have no local Asylums, and with a Population of 
4,379,000, have only 693 in the District Institutions, and 164 in Gaols, &c., 
in all only 857-” 

288. Do you consider that presents any thing like an Example of what are 
the Cases in the present Day ? 

I should apprehend very closely. I do not think that from that Time to this 
there has been any very material Change. 

289- Lunatic Asylums are a novel Introduction ; do you consider that pre- 
sents a fair View of the general Operations ? 

I do. There is another Point worthy of Notice : as the Law now stands there 
should not be more than 150 Patients, to the best of my Recollection, in any 
One Lunatic Asylum, and we have had great Difficulty in the Privy Council in 
sanctioning Buildings that would afford Accommodation for a greater Number;, 
but we have found that the Necessities of the County required it, and we have 
sanctioned it accordingly. 

290. 150 being the Maximum provided by Law? 

Yes. 

291. How did you get out of the Difficulty of a positive Enactment ? 

It is directory. 

292. Have you visited any of the Workhouses in Ireland ? 

I have seen some. 

293. By the Returns which arc before Parliament it would appeal 1 that there 

is an Accommodation either provided or proposed to be provided for upwards 
of 2,000 Lunatics in those Workhouses ; in those that you have visited can you 
state what Space of Accommodation is provided for Lunatics ? , , 

The general Impression on my Mind is, that the Accommodation is not a 
all adequate, and that it is not at all desirable that Lunatics should be sen 
Workhouses. 

294. Is it not, generally speaking, a mere Range of Cells below, with a few 
Dormitories above, with a Range of Yards ? 

I understand that is the general System. 

295. Supposing the architectural Arrangements were adequate for thaj 

Purpose, do you consider the internal Management of our Workhouses wo 
make them a proper Place for the Relief of the Insane ? , , 

I should think not; I do not think the Workhouses are at all suited to 
Accommodation of Lunatics. 

296. Is it not the Essence of the Management of the Disease that jber 
should be adequate Space afforded both for Exercise and Employmen 
Lunatic? 

I have always understood so. Is 
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29 7. Is there any such Space provided in any of the Workhouses you have 
seen ? 

I do not think there is. 

298. You do not think there would he the moral and medical Appliances 
that can be relied on for the Cure of the Malady ? 

It is because I have a strong Opinion that Lunatics could not be adequately 
attended to in Workhouses that I object so decidedly to having them sent 
there. 

299. Before the Establishment and the Extension of Lunatic Asylums in 
Ireland it was not an unfrequent Thing to have Idiots and Lunatics at large in 
the Country ? 

By no means unusual or unfrequent ; you have several at large in some 
Places still. 

300. From ' the Experience derived from that Circumstance, and the Way 
they were dealt with by the Mass of the Population, do you think it safe or 
humane to leave the Lunatics in Intercourse with the ordinary Classes of 
Paupers in Union Workhouses ? 

I think the contrary. 

301. Supposing Lunatics received in the Union Workhouses, does there 
exist any Power by Law by which, however dangerous they might be, they 
could be kept as Prisoners in those Workhouses against their Consent ? 

I do not think they could be legally kept contrary to their Will. 

302. Therefore, unless there be an Alteration in the Law on that Subject, 
the Inexpediency of which is already marked by your previous Answer, the 
Union Workhouses cannot be made use of as Places for the Confinement of 
the Insane ? 

I think not. 

303. Are you acquainted with the Condition of the Lunatic Poor in any of 
the separate local Establishments ? 

I am not. 

304. You stated that these Institutions would be better applied for the 
curable Lunatic Poor ; in the Town of Ballinasloe and the other Places there 
were 45 curable and 191 incurable ; how do you make out that there was a 
Necessity for an increased Accommodation for Curables in that District ? 

I go on general Calculations ; finding that the Number of Lunatics in the 
Balinasloe Asylum, -which is the Asylum for Connaught, bears a much smaller 
Proportion to the Population of Connaught than the Number provided for in 
other Districts bears to the Population of these, I think the Connaught Asylum 
must be insufficient for the Wants of the District. 

305. Did you look at the Return of the Number of Lunatics in the Gaol 
of that District, and the Number that are confined in the Workhouse of that 
District ? 

No. 

306. You are aware that in England a Criminal Lunatic is maintained as a 
Convict at the Expense of the Government in a separate Establishment, and 
wholly apart ? 

Yes. 

307. Is there any Establishment for Criminal Lunatics in Ireland? 

No. 

308. Would it not be very desirable, not only with respect to the Justice of 
it, but with respect to the local Charges ? 

It is due to Ireland that the Criminal Lunatics of Ireland should be provided 
for out of the general Funds of the Empire, as those of England are, and not 
out of local Rates. I consider also that the Lunatics would be better taken 
care of if they were placed in some One Asylum than they can possibly be when 
kft, as they frequently are, in Prisons. If I was to offer a Recommendation 
(193.1.) D 3 on 
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on the Subject, my Recommendation would be that the Irish Criminal Li u 
should be sent to the English Asylum, and that it should be so enlarged™ + 
contain them. There may be an Objection to this on the Ground of th • 
Friends and Connexions not being able to see them, but I think it ™ 
be useful to teach Criminal Lunatics, for they can be taught, that if doomed 7 
Confinement they will he shut up, not in their own Districts, but far ft 10 

Hfimp 5 uom 



309. Independent of that Consideration, as the Prerogative and Exercise 
of Mercy must occasionally be used in such Cases in the event of their 
Recovery, is it not essential they should bo brought within the Super™ 
teudence of Government and the highest legal Authorities, rather than to 
he dispersed over a Number of Gaols and local Establishments, where thev 
are forgotten ? 

I Lave no doubt of it. 



310. With respect to your Opinion about Incurables, would you have One 
Establishment, or how many additional Establishments would you suggest as 
necessary to meet the Want of Accommodation ? 

I should suppose about Eight would be required ; and my Notion would be 
not to have new Buildings, or Buildings of the same Magnitude as the Asylums 
we now have, hut to rent Places here and there, and have a moderate Number 
in each. 

311. Have you made any Computation of what the Expense would be ftom 
an increased Number of Asylums ? 

I have made a loose Calculation that you might support Incurables for from 
82. to 92 per Head a Year. 

312. Would that include the Establishments? 

Yes. 



313. Would it not be possible, by tbe Mode of Management of those District 
Asylums, to lessen tbe Expense of taking care of the Incurables, by making, for 
instance, separate Wards for them ? 

You must have separate Wings for those Buildings. 

314. Might they not be maintained at the same Rate of Expense in Wards 
adjoining those or belonging to those Establishments as in a separate Estab- 
lishment altogether ? 

Finding that the general Expense of those Establishments is so much greater 
tnan I think would be required for an Establishment wherein curable Lunatics 
only were, my Impression is that they could be maintained cheaper in separate 
Asylums ; however, that is a Point on which I should not venture to express 
a positive Opinion. 



wl’ 'Vt ar . n01 jySt Durables there arc the various Classes of Malady, 
whether Mama, Dementia, Idiots, or Epileptic Patients, would it not be neces- 
sary, m the event of having a separate Ward, to have a separate System of 
Classification as apphcable to the incurable Patients, as well as the System of 
Classification which is provided for the curable Patients ? 

I should -think it would be, for the Treatment required for one Class would 
be very different from that required for the other. 



316. In the event of requiring that Classification, would it not be as expensive 
to provide that in the different Wards as in a different Hospital ? 

. m “ 8t ha ™ 11 Separate Staff for the Purpose ; and my Appre- 

hension Is that the Expenditure with respect to each Class would, if each were 

“ T 5 T Institution, he equal, so that the Incurables would thus cost as 
much as the Curables. 



317. Ill point of fact you would have different Establishments ? 



318. That is, assuming there are Eight more required? 



319- H 
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319- If y°u h ave > instead of that, a proper Degree of Attention paid to the 
several Descriptions of incurable Lunatics in other Situations or in other In- 
stitutions, as Appendages to them, you would require much more than Eight 
additional Staffs ? ' 6 

You would have Ten, because you must have One for every Institution. 

320. And in the event of those Ten being insufficient, which you have already 

stated with reference to the Province of Connaught ? J 

I meant to state it as throughout Ireland. 

321. Originally, with respect to Connaught, taking into account its Popula- 
tion, you considered there the One Establishment was not sufficient ; in pro- 
portion, therefore, as those Establishments were multiplied, you would also 
have to multiply your Staff'? 

Yes. 

322. At present the Incurables have the same Superintendence as the 
Curables ? 

Yes. 

323. Would not the Separation of the Incurables from the Curables reduce 
the existing Staffs ? 

No ; not according to my Notion ; because, if you take the Incurables away, 
the Vacancy, I think, would be filled up by Curables ; that is my Opinion. 
I think the Population of Connaught is 1,418,000; now, if you look to Cork 
you will find there are 423 ill the Cork Asylum alone, yet in the Connaught 
Asylum there are only 282, of which 237 are set down as incurable ; and my 
Belief is, that if you take away the 237 Incurables you would have their 
Places filled by 237 Curables. Therefore the existing Staff would still be 
required for the Curables alone. 

324. Is it your Opinion that there are 237 Curables waiting for Admission 
into the Connaught Lunatic Asylum ? 

I cannot conceive any Principle on which we could account for having a 
much less Number of Lunatics in a given Population in Connaught than you 
have in the same Amount of Population in Cork or elsewhere ; and, therefore, 
I think there must be many at present unprovided for in Connaught. 

325. Take the Case of Limerick ; the Number in the Asylum is 348, of 
those 136 only are Curables ; now, taking 136 from 348, you have upwards of 
200 Incurables ? 

Yes. 

326. Is it your Opinion there are upwards of 200 Incurables waiting in the 
Limerick District ? 

I can again only state the general Conclusion I have arrived at. To compare 
the Limerick Asylum, having regard to the Counties comprised in that Dis- 
trict., with the Connaught Asylum, the Population of the Limerick District 
is 808,000, and that sends 352 into the Lunatic Asylum ; and yet the Con- 
naught District, for a Population of 1,418,000, being about Double that of the 
Limerick District, seuds less than 300. The Reason that Connaught sends 
less, I think, must be that there is not adequate Accommodation for the 
Lunatics from there. 

327. Do you think, from your Acquaintance with Ireland, there is less Fever 
prevailing in Connaught than there is in Munster ? 

The contrary; yet, from the Information w r e got while we were making 
Inquiries with respect to the State of the Poor, as regards Connaught, we 
found that there were extensive Districts in Connaught without any Fever 
Hospital. 

328. Take the Case of the Maryborough District Asylum; the Curables 
there amount to Sixty-one ; taking that from 168, the Total in the Asylum, 
there remain 107 Incurables. Now there is that Asylum at Limerick which 
shows 200 and odd Incurables for 136 Curables, would you conceive those 
Institutions would find that Number of Curables ready to be filled up? 

I think so. 
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329. It appears from Papers which are before the Committee that 
1,267 Persons admitted as Lunatics in Omagh 556 have beer ri; 0 „u °! 
cured ; that out of 1,366 admitted at Belfast, 716 have been discharv 
cured ; that in Carlow, out of 532 admitted, 257 have been discharged r ? 
that in Clonmel, out of 403 admitted, 240 have been discharged as cured To., 
at Ballinasloe, out of 984 admitted, 366 have been discharged as cured ■’ 
at Limerick, out of 1,594 admitted, 867 have been discharged as cured - that i 
Londonderry, out of 1,230 admitted, 576 have been discharged as cured • tif 
at Maryborough, out of 523 admittted, 237 have been discharged as cured 
that at Richmond Asylum, out of 1,215 admitted, 607 have been discharmi 
as cured; that in Waterford, out of 395 admitted, 155 have been discharged « 
cured; and that in Cork, out of 2,139 admitted, 1,707 Cases have beendk 
charged as cured. Now, do you conceive that those Results, which are show 
to be the Results of the District Lunatic Asylums in Ireland, can be attained 
through the Agency of the Gaols, or through the Agency of the Workhouses 
or by any other Principles than by an Extension of the present System of 
District Lunatic Asylums ? J 

Certainly not. You will find that the highest Proportions cured have been 
in those Places in which you would expect to find the best Medical Assistance 
There were rather more than Half in Dublin, and considerably more than Half 
in Cork. Now, those are the Places where you would expect to find the 
greatest Medical Skill. 



330. The Richmond Asylum does not appear to be under a Medical Man ? 
But there is Medical Attendance. 



331. Do you conceive that limiting the Appointments to Medical Men 
exclusively as Superintendents and general Managers of Lunatic Asylums 
would he expedient 'or inexpedient ? 

I think it would be expedient as a general Rule. I would not make it a 
positive unbending universal Rule, but I would make it a general Rule ; 
allowing it to be departed from only on special Grounds. In some Places you 
might not be able to get a Medical Man. 

332. You would prefer, amongst equally qualified Persons, a Man who added 
to his other Qualifications Medical Knowledge ? 

Certainly. 

333. Have not some Rules which have emanated from the Privy Council 
lately required such to be the Case ? 

-^e late Rules require that the Manager shall be under the Direction 
of the Physician of the Asylum, and shall not attempt to do particular Tilings 
unless under the Direction of the Medical Man. In Two of the District 
Lunatic Asylums of Ireland it so happens that the Governors are Medical 
Men, viz. at Belfast and Clonmel. 



334. Do you conceive that a Medical Manager is necessarily a better moral 
Manager than a Non-medical One ? 

I do j I think it — Medical Science — necessary, 

335. The Alteration that was lately made by the Privy Council took the 
local Governors somewhat by Surprise ; did it arise from finding that the moral 
Managers had shown any Indisposition to follow the Directions of the Physicians 
or Surgeons of the Institutions ? 

. ^ ™ found that the Medical Men did not themselves give the constant 
Attention that was thought necessary, and that the resident Officers _ or 
Aeiyants sometimes took on them to do very improper Acts, such as placing 
.L/unatics, without any Direction from the Medical Attendant, under a violent 
shower Bath m order to subdue them. This is a shocking Practice ; indeed it 
may endanger Life. ° 

336. Do you conceive it would have been obviated by bis being a Medical 
Man, instead of a moral Manager? 

Medica'l Treatment H ^ U Sll0U ' d be d ° ne ’ except “ MeanS ^ 

337. Would 
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337. Would not a moral Manager be incompetent for his Business if he did 
not equally well understand that a Shower Bath was not a proper Means of 
Punishment? 

He ought undoubtedly to know whether it be or not, or he ought not to 
have recourse to it, and therefore I think it should only be resorted to when a 
Medical Man directs it. The Danger is that a Man not a Physician may try 
it when it is wrong to do so, and not try it when it is right. 

The Witness is directed to withdraw. 



Ordered, That this Committee be adjourned till To-morrow 
Twelve o’clock. 



V 
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Die Veneris, 21 ° Julii 1843 . 

The LORD MONTEAGLE OF BRANDON in the Chair. 



FRANCIS WHITE Esquire, M.D., is called in, and further examined 
as follows : 

338. YOU stated Yesterday that there were some secondary local Establish- 
ments for the Insane in Ireland which you have visited, not being of the Class 
of District Lunatic Asylums ; can you state to the Committee the Names of 
those Establishments ? 

The first is the Cork County and City Local Asylum, in which are confined 
Four hundred and thirty odd Inmates; the next is the Kilkenny Local 
Asylum ; the Wexford County and Town ; the Lifford, County of Donegal ; 
Swift’s Hospital ; the Class of Insane removed from the House of Industry to 
the Artillery Barracks, Island Bridge, at Dublin ; and those remaining still in 
the Cells of the old House of Industry at Dublin. Those are the local 
Lunatic Asylums which I have to state to your Lordships still exist, not’under 
the same Control and Management that the District Lunatic Asylums are 
placed under. 

339. When you state that they are not under the same Control, they are 
still under your Inspection, are they not ? 

All Lunatic Establishments are under the Inspection of the Inspectors 
General of Prisons. 

340. Have you had Occasion to visit those ? 

I have occasionally visited all those. 

341. Have you made a Report upon them? 

I have. 

342. Can you describe to the Committee the State of the Cork Lunatic 
Asylum ; first, what is the District for which it is allotted ? 

The -whole of the County and City of Cork, which comprise a Population 
of above 853,000. 

343. You have stated that there are 430 Patients in the Cork Asylum ; can 
you state how many of those are curable, and how many incurable ? 

I can, so far as the Return has furnished it ; it is stated in this Way : — “ Sup- 
posed to be curable, 150 ; ditto incurable, 280 ; Total, 430.” 

344. Have you any further Classification ? 

I have. Of the above Incurables there are Idiots, 101; Epileptics, 28; 
Lunatics or common Maniac Cases, 152 ; those make up the Total of the 
incurable Cases, 281 ; the supposed curable Cases amount to 150 ; making a 

Total of 430. W 5 

345 . Can you inform the Committee whether that Building is, in its archi- 

ctural Arrangements, in your Judgment, suited for the Insane ? 

1 can state that it is totally unsuited for the Purposes. 

f-Was it built under the same Control and with the same Responsibility 
aS j~ e District Lunatic Asylums which you have already described? 

347- ^ was built solely under the local Authority of the Grand Jury? 

(193.2.) £ 2 348. Was 
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348. Was it a separate Establishment, or was it Part of the general Work- 
house or House of Industry for Cork ? 

The Origin of that Asylum was with the Governors of the House of 
Industry, and it derived its sole Support in its Infancy from their Exertions. 
Parliamentary Grants were afterwards afforded for the Lunatic Poor of Ireland' 
and out of them a Eund, proportioned to the Wants of this Institution, was 
left to the Management of the Governors. 

349. It was still in connexion with the House of Industry ? 

It was adjoining it ; and as the Number increased they built accordingly, 
and they unfortunately got an Addition to their Buildings adjoining the House 
of Industry, several Feet below the common Surface of the Place, so that the 
most of this Asylum now is considerably lower than the first Part which they 
built, and it is circumstanced very unfavourably, being- very little above the 
Liver. 

350. Does it admit of proper Classification, and is there a sufficient Space of 
open Ground to admit of the Employment of the Patients ? 

By no means ; they have not more than an Acre of Garden. 

351. Can you state the Date of the original Building? 

It is of very old Date. 

352. At a Period when there was very little known upon the Subject of the 
proper Management of the Insane ? 

Very little. 

353. Are you acquainted with any Establishments for the Insane in Ireland, 
that were of that Date, or prior to that Date, that were regulated upon proper 
scientific Principles for the Management of the Insane ? 

I am not. 

354. Is the Cork Asylum supported by Presentment ? 

Yes. 

355. What is the Nature of the Management which it is under ? 

A Board of Superintendence appointed by the Grand Juries of the City 
and County. They meet monthly, and perform the same Duties as are 
performed by Governors of District Lunatic Asylums. 

356. With respect to the Manager and Physician, who appoint them in this 
Institution ? 

The Grand Junes. 

357- Do you consider it a well-conducted Institution ? 

Considering the many Disadvantages under which it labours, and the detec- 
tive Structure of the Building, it is extraordinary how well it is conducted. 
With the Permission of the Committee I will read a Minute of what occurred, 
at the last Meeting of the Board which I attended. This is dated, “ Board 

Loom, 29 th June 1843 At a Meeting of the Board, specially summoned 

at the Desire of Dr. White, Inspector General of Prisons, Twelve 0 CIock 
a.m. — William Coppinger, Esq., Chairman. — Present, William Coppinger, Jmnfs 
Murphy, Adam Newman, and Dr. Osburne.” I stated that in the omcia 
Situation which I held I was anxious to meet the Gentlemen composing e 
Board of Superintendence of the Lunatic Asylum, to address them on a 
Matter of much public Importance on the State of the Institution, and 1 na 
to regret that I was not favoured with a more numerous Attendance. a 
inspected the Asylum so late as at Ten o’Clock the preceding Evening, an ^ 
seemed to me that there was much to disapprove of. I said, I make no Ona g 
against the Officers who conduct the Establishment, as I am already aware 
the Difficulties they have to contend with, and that Dr. Osburne and Mr* 
were deserving of much Credit, and to their Exertions were to be attriD > 
that in its crowded State and limited Space Disease and Contagion a ^ 
prevailed. My Objections were chiefly to the Structure of the Asy 
1 looked on a large Proportion of the Buildings to be situated on ^ 
Ground for healthful Purposes, and some of them so confined that, 
the Advantages of whitewashed Walls and limed Floors, the u 0 
Lunatic littered in his Straw on a Bedstead in some Instances only 1 ^ 
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six Inches in Breadth, which was little (if at all) removed from the State he 
was to be found in in his Cabin. I considered that the Institution was mainly 
defective in Extent of Grounds for agricultural Purposes, where nearly Three 
Fourths of the Patients had been accustomed to such Labour, depriving; them 
of that Exercise and Employment so conducive to Health and mental Conva- 
lescence; and I disapproved of the Way in which the Funds were supplied, 
where Dr. Osburne was obliged to attend at several Sessions, yearly, to battle, 
as it were, for the Support of so important an Establishment, and when by his 
last Report it appears that Debts will be incurred which the Grand Juries 
■will not be able to discharge. In conclusion, I regretted to find that Means 
had not been taken to give to the Inmates the Advantage of religious Com- 
munication, the Value of which I felt strongly, and I earnestly appealed to the 
Gentlemen present, whether, with a due Sense of their own Obligations, they 
should not exert themselves to secure for so many of their Fellow Creatures 
the Comforts arising from regular religious Attendance. As a Remedy for 
the several Defects stated, I submitted whether it would not be advisable 
to apply for an Extension of “ The District Lunatic Asylum Act ” to Cork, as 
in every other Part of Ireland. Some additional Expense would of necessity 
be incurred, but it would be well bestowed in keeping pace with the Improve- 
ments daily suggested in the Management of the Insane. That was an 
Outline of what I stated to the Board at the Meeting, and that was grounded 
upon a particular Inspection which I had made on the previous Evening, on 
that Day, and also on a former Occasion. 

358. Has what you have read now your entire Concurrence, so far as your 
Information goes ? 

It has. 

359. Then you do not conceive that there was any Want of good Manage- 
ment on the Part of the Board of Superintendence ? 

I do not. 

360. Do you consider that there could have been better Management under 
any other System of Superintendence ? 

Yes. I remarked to the Board that I must say that I thought the Members 
of it were not conversant with the Advancement and Improvement made in the 
Management of Lunatic Asylums, and that there was but One of them that I 
spoke to on that Day who was acquainted with the Way in which District 
Lunatic Asylums are now conducted, and I considered that they were 
very backward in their general Mode of Management. For instance, with 
regard to the Cells, there were several of them very badly ventilated, and very 
dark; the Patients in them were put in loose Straw, -without any Ticking 
whatever ; Patients whom I thought might probably be cured. They were in 
narrow Bedsteads ; and in One Instance a Cell was opened for me where I saw 
a Female, scarcely with any Clothes, sitting on some loose Straw, a Pan of 
Potatoes on one Side, and a Porringer of Broth on the other. She was locked 
up in that Way, Now that I remarked upon, and I consider in the present 
Day very bad. You would not see such a Thing in a District Lunatic 
Asylum. 

361. With respect to the Ventilation of the Cells, that has reference to the 
local Structure of the Building ? 

It has. 

362. It does not affect the Question of Management at the present Day ? 

It does not, so far. 

363. The Fact you have just mentioned would seem to apply more to the 
Superintendence of the Person immediately in charge ? 

Yes ; the Nurse or the Keeper. 

364. Might not such a Circumstance as that have happened under a 
different Mode of Management ? 

It might, but would be reprehensible mider any. They have no Convenience 
whatever. 

365. How do you connect that Circumstance with the Management of the 
Board of Managers ? 

The Board could not be accountable for that Mode of Management, an 
(193.2.) E 3 1 w11 
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I will not sajr that the Board were in fault, but I think they did 
look into Details sufficiently ; for instance, the Two Members of the B 0 J 
who went round with me stated that they never saw those Imperfection 
in the Asylum until I pointed them out. It is too much the Habit with 
Country Gentlemen to gloss over those Things, and to take Credit to 
themselves because the Places are clean to the Eye ; they are dazzled with 
the Light of the Whitewash and Chalk, and in many Instances they are 
satisfied with Appearances. Country Gentlemen who go through the Asylum 
once a Month or so do not inspect so closely as I feel it my Duty to do. If 
you go into the Cells, and examine them closely, particularly the Cork 
Cells, you will find them objectionable. I saw Patients, as I before stated 
who ought not to be in that Situation. It is true there are filthy Patients, who 
have very dirty Habits, and with whom it is necessary to dispense with the 
usual Bedding ; but there are still Comforts necessary to such Patients, and 
it is too much the Habit of Keepers to lock them up, and to leave them to 
themselves. 

366. Did you ever see any Cases, such as you have described to exist in the 
Cork Lunatic Asylum, in any District Lunatic Asylum? 

I never did. 

367. Or in the Richmond Asylum, Dublin? 

Certainly not ; that is a very superior Institution. 

368. To what do you attribute the Difference in those Asylums, with 
reference to the particular Circumstance of the apparent Neglect of individual 
Patients ? 

First to the Structure of the Cells ; they are very gloomy ; many of them dark 
and ill-ventilated. Those that I allude to more particularly are not floored with 
Boards, but Earth, and have only a borrowed Light from the Corridors and 
small Openings, in the upper End Part of the Wall near the Ceiling, without 
any corresponding Openings in some of the Doors, so that the Ventilation is 
very imperfect. When I went, at Ten o’Clock at Night, into some of them, the 
Miasma was most foul and offensive to encounter. 

369- Then it is not with respect to the Management, but with respect to the 
Structure of the Asylum, that the Superiority consists ? 

It is a delicate Point to go upon ; but still I think they are backward. 1 
have seen better Management in the District Asylums than I saw here ; I think 
the Nurses and the Keepers were of a very inferior Class. I recollect in one 
Instance, while attempting to classify the worst Cases of Idiots and incurable 
Lunatics, I had Recourse to the Keeper, and he was not able to give me the 
slightest Information as to any One Case. I questioned him further, and 
finding him utterly ignorant, I turned round to the Manager, and observed, 
“ Why, this must be a Lunatic himself.” “ No,” lie replied, “he has been a very 
good Keeper, hut he has latterly got a little affected in his Head, and we think 
he is the best Person to manage this Class.” I assured the Manager that he 
was the very worst, and that they ought to have a Person of unquestionable 
Intelligence and marked Activity to superintend that Class. Their keeping 
tins stupid Man over the most important Class in the whole Institution shows 
what their Management is. 

7 -, A re 3™ aware how the Cork Asylum stood, with reference to other 
Establishments for the Insane, prior to the Establishment of District Asylums; 
was it better or worse at that Period than the other Class of local Institutions? 

it was better, owing to the Humanity and Skill of Dr. Halloran ; and there is 
gi eat Credit due to the Cork Gentry for having established it at the early 
Period they did. ° 

3/1. Practically speaking, they were about the first in Ireland, were 
they not? 

1 hey were, and great Credit was due to them; hut they have not kept 
pace with the Advancement of the Times. 

3/2. Was this Institution more or less expensive than others ? , 

Dess so, per Head, about 13Z. ; and that is One of the Arguments used 
against having it a District Asylum; on the other hand, my Argument to 
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them was Humanity. I said, even if it cost a few Shillings or a Pound more 
per Head, you ought to seize upon the Advantages of the other Establishments 
because they give more Comfort, and greater Prospect of Relief and Health! 
The Answer generally given is, we have more Cures than the others 
and no epidemic Diseases ; an Answer which, if minutely gone into, might not 
be found sound. 

373. Who are the Parties who certify to the Returns from that Institution • 
are they the Governors, or merely the Managers ? 

They are the Governors. 

374. Are the Governors appointed by the .Grand Jury? 

By the Grand Jury. One of these Reports is signed by Sir William 
Beecher, Mr. Courtenay, and Mr. French. 

375. Did you inquire, at your Inspection of that Institution, how often those 
Gentlemen inspected it ? 

I did. They met every Month, and some One or Two of the Members 
inspecting went through it ; but One of the Members stated to me that they 
never went through so much of it before as they did on the Day of my Inspec- 
tion, and they admitted that there were Abuses, such as I have pointed out to 
your Lordships, which they were not aware of before. They appeared to feel 
that I had pointed out Matters that had escaped their Observation previously. 

376. Do you think that if, by some quicker Means of Communication, 
Reports of the well-managed Lunatic Asylums were laid before the Board of 
Superintendence in Cork, for instance, and their Attention called to the Subject 
by the Communication of the Experience of one Place for the Benefit of 
another, that would have a great Tendency to improve the System ? 

Certainly. 

377. Do you not attribute, in fact, the Neglect or the Imperfections of the 
Cork Asylum, first, to the inadequate Arrangement of the Apartments, and 
next to the Want of Knowledge of the Subject on the Part of the Members of 
the Board of Superintendence ? 

Certainly. 

378. Would you not have Confidence in those Gentlemen acting upon the 
Suggestions that you threw out for the Improvement of that Institution ? 

No doubt of it ; they all are highly respectable and most intelligent Persons ; 
but they appear to be altogether unacquainted with the Improvement that has 
been made in the Treatment of Insane Persons in latter Days. 

379- In what Set of Gentlemen should you imagine that a greater Know- 
ledge would’ be found than in those who have been superintending that 
Institution ? 

I think the Gentlemen that superintend that Institution are perfectly com- 
petent, provided the Course which ought to be adopted is pointed out to them, 
and they are shown what is done at other Institutions. 

, 38ft Would not any other Set of Gentlemen that you could appoint be 
circumstanced as little or even less advantageously ? 

Not now, because the Question has been generally raised, and has obtained 
inuch public Attention. It requires considerable Time to bring Persons to 
think and to form their Opinions upon such Subjects ; but when once you start 
one of this Kind, and it has gained such Notice as this has gained, it will not 
ku to enlist the Sympathies of the Gentry, and they will certainly turn their 
Minds to it. Gentlemen who had never visited a Lunatic Asylum before 
assured me, on this Occasion, that they intended to visit others. I. believe my 
Report was the first ever made against them, and the Circumstance has created 

iscussion, which the Inmates will be ultimately benefited by. I may have 
® 7 *y Views strongly, but, I believe, generally speaking, they were correct, 
an r this Asylum does not come up to the Degree of good Management 
a ?J Comfort afforded by the District Lunatic Asylums. With the Permission 
0 he Committee I will deliver in that Report. 

( 193 . 2 .) E 4 The 
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Wldte,Esq.> The same is delivered in, and is as follows : 

21st .Tulv 184-3. “ Visited tlie County and City of Cork Lunatic Asylum on the 27th of June, Three 

“ ~ ' o’Clock p.m., and found several Male and Female Patients in the Airing Yard or Ground 

in front of the Building. There is no effectual Mode adopted to keep these Classes 
separate, which appears to be an objectionable Arrangement. 

There were about Twenty of the Male Class sitting at a long Table at Dinner (Potatoes 
and Broth) ; there seemed to be no Regularity or Order enforced, and the whole appeared 
to be conducted in a slovenly Manner. More of the Patients were walking about, apparently 
without the least Employment, Object, or even any amusing Occupation in view, with the 
Exception of Two or Three of the Patients at Ball-playing, and a few Female Patients 
dancing. In the Female Division there were Four Patients confined in dark ilkventilated 
Cells, who were described as being of the refractory or more violent Class. On opening 
their Cell Doors they presented a most wretched and deplorable Appearance; and I could 
not avoid remarking that One of these unfortunate Beings, who was sitting in her Bed of 
loose Straw, and only half clothed, with a Tin Pan of Broth and a Dish of Potatoes, placed 
carelessly by her Side amongst the Straw, that it was quite sufficient to keep up the Excite- 
ment and Violence with which she acted. She complained in loud Terms of the cruel 
Conduct of the Keepers in treating her so, and not allowing her out of her Cell to enjoy 
the fresh Air, &c., &c. Upon the whole, I considered this Case to be greatly neglected, and 
treated in such a Manner as to lead me to suppose it was done to save the Trouble of a 
Keeper, or the Time which such Case would necessarily require to manage and attend to. 
Another Patient, an aged Woman, was rolled up in a Blanket, without even a Chemise on 
her, huddled up in some loose Straw ; she had not been out of her Cell for some Length of 
Time. A Third Case was that of a young Woman who bad only been about a Fortnight 
in the Asylum. She was naked in her Bed of Straw; the Bedstead very narrow; and 
attached close to the Wall. (Their Bedsteads appear to be of the rudest Description; 
scarcely fit for a Pigstye.) This unfortunate Being had not been allowed to dress since 
she was received into the Asylum, except that while the Cell was being cleaned she was 
removed to another. A Fourth Case was that of a Woman, who was lying iu her Straw 
Bed labouring under a severe ulcerated Leg. She appeared much neglected and filthy; 
a Plaister on some coarse Linen with a Bandage was placed on the ulcerated Surface, 
from which there was Inflammation and a considerable Discharge. I recommended to have 
the Leg gently washed, and a Poultice applied for a Day or Two, in order to allay the 
inflammatory Irritation, previous to other local Remedies, such as should appear suited for 
healing the Leg. I must, in conclusion of this Part of my Report, remark, that I was not 
at all satisfied witli the Manner in which these unhappy Sufferer's were treated; there was 
apparent Neglect to be found on the Part of the Nurses and Keepers, and the Patients 
were left in a most wretched and dirty State. I have directed the Manager to give me a 
Return of these Cases ; their Names, Ages, Length of Time in the Asylum, with any other 
Particulars connected with their Maladies, &c. 

Cork, 26th June 1843. F. White, I. G. P.’ ? 

381. Did you visit also Clonmel? 

I did. 

382. Are there not a great many Lunatics in the Workhouse at Clonmel? 

I did not visit the Workhouse in Clonmel ; but in the Papers before Parlia.- 
ment there is a Report on the Workhouse at Clonmel. 

383. For what Number of Patients is Accommodation provided ? 

Forty-four ; Half are Males and Half Females. The Number of Inmates is 

Thirty ; Fifteen Males and Fifteen Females. The Master and Matron of the 
Workhouse of course look after the Economy of this Part of the House ; besides 
theie is a Matron or Superintendent, whose peculiar Office it is to take care of 
the Inmates of the Lunatic and Idiot Wards. There are Four unpaid Servants 
(Two Males and Two Females, Paupers,) under the Matron. The Medical 
Officer, the Apothecary, and the Hospital Nurse, in their respective Capacities, 
attend to the Medical Wants of the Insane and Idiots, as well as those of all 
the other People of the Workhouse. Notwithstanding this, it cannot he con- 
sidered that there is in the Workhouse proper Means for the Treatment ot 
Insane .Persons, should they happen to be violent or refractory, as the only Class 
of Servants at command are unskilful, and (from being unpaid) reluctant, and 
therefore not to be confided in ; hence, when any of the Inmates become violent 
and refractory, we endeavour to have them transferred to the District Lunatic 
Asylum, where they can be properly attended to. In short, however the Work- 
house may answer for harmlessly Insane or Idiots, it can hardly be considered, 
under existing Circumstances, a proper Place for the Treatment of Insam y 
generally. 

384. Have 
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384. Have you visited the District Asylum at Clonmel also ? 

I have. 

385. Have you got the Report which has been made from the Manager ? 
I'have ; from Dr. Flynn. 



F. White, Esq., 

M.D. 

21st July 1843. 



386. Are you aware of an Application having been made in the Year 1842 to 
the Master of the Clogheen Poorhouse to take charge of Two Persons, harm- 
less Lunatics, Natives of that District ; and can you inform the Committee what 
Reply was given to that Application ? 

This is the Reply “ Dublin, September 23d, 1842. Sir, The Poor Law 
Commissioners have had before them Minutes of the Proceedings of the Board 
of Guardians of the Clogheen Union on the 23d ultimo, with reference to the 
Resolution directing the Master to inform the Governor of the Lunatic Asylum, 
Clonmel, that there is Accommodation for Two quiet Lunatics in the Work- 
house. The Commissioners desire to state, that it would be very inexpe- 
dient to act upon it, or to admit any Lunatics into the Workhouse. The 
unfortunate Persons here contemplated ought to be the Inmates of an Institu- 
tion which admits of such Arrangements as their peculiar Case required, which 
Arrangements cannot be made in a Workhouse without much Expense and 
Difficulty ; and incurable Lunatics received from Time to Time into the Work- 
house would soon constitute a large and permanent Class, to the Detriment of 
the primary Object of the Establishment, which is the Relief and Prevention 
of Pauperism under ordinary Circumstances. By Order of the Board. Arthur 
Moore, Chief Clerk.” 



387- Do you coucur in that Opinion ? 

I concur fully in that Opinion. 

388. Are there any other Observations you would wish to make in respect 
of Clonmel, as to the general Control and the Economy of the Establish- 
ment ? 

I think it is beginning to be worked very well now. They have got an 
intelligent and active Manager! The Board are assiduous in their Attendance. 
They had previously a Manager, and there was some Defalcation ; but the 
Establishment is now coming under a better System. 

389. It seems that there are some Insane Persons in the Prison at Clonmel ? 

There are. 

390. Are the Committee to understand that there are Three separate Estab- 
lishments for the Insane at Clonmel, all supported at the Public Expense ; some 
m Prison, some in the Workhouse, and some in the District Lunatic Asylum ? 

Yes. 

391. What is the Expense per Head at the Clonmel Lunatic Asylum? 

The average Cost of each Patient for 1842 up to the last Daj’- in the last 

Year was 18/. 14s. 11^. 

392. That is for the total Expense, including Salaries and Clothing? 

Including every thing. 

393. Can you state the Expense for Food only ? 

It is 3 - d. 

394. Will you have the goodness to state what is the Expense of the 
Waterford Lunatic Asylum per Head, including the Establishment Charges ? 

The last Return of the Waterford is 18/. 10s. and a Fraction. 

395. Then in fact in the Lunatic Asylum at Waterford they are supported 
at a lower Rate than in the Lunatic Asylum at Clonmel ? 

A few Shillings ; about 4s. lie/. There was a greater Discrepancy a few Years 
ago than exists at present between those Two Asylums, 

396. Then the Extravagance of Waterford Two Years ago has been corrected 
at the present Day ? 

Yes. 

(193.2.) j? 397. And 
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397. And Waterford is as economically managed as Clonmel at the present 
Day? 

Certainly. 

398. Then there is not that Difference of Management between one Lunatic 
Asylum and another that there was formerly ? 

There is not ; they are coming more to an uniform System of Expense. 

399. At what Period was that Return furnished ? 

This is made up to the 1st of January 1843. 

400. You have alluded to the Equality of the Two Expenses ; are you aware 
that the Expense for Food in maintaining the Pauper Lunatics at Waterford is 
5 d. per Day, and at Clonmel 3d. and a Fraction ? 

That I find Fault with ; I think there ought not to be that Difference. 



401. Has any Dietary Table been issued to all those Asylums ? 

One is now in progress ; it was making out the very Day I left Dublin. I 
hope to have it before the Committee’s next Meeting. 

402. There has been no Dietary Table hitherto furnished for the Purpose of 
establishing Uniformity ? 

None; it was left to the local Boards and Physicians, though I believe 
there was originally a Scale of Dietary laid down by the Board of Directors in 
Dublin for all the Asylums in Ireland, but it has undergone Alterations as 
the Opinions and Views of the local Boards happened to vary. 

403. Have you visited Kilkenny, where there is also a local Institution ? 

I have. 

404. In what Species of Establishment are the Lunatics confined there ? 

They are confined in an adjoining Building, which was originally Part of the 

House of Industry, but it is not adequate to their Number, with any Degree 
of Comfort or Classification, or to admit of a System of moral Treatment. It 
is noticed in the last Parliamentary Report. 

405. How many Lunatics are confined there ? 

Forty-nine, when I last visited it, a Year back; Twenty-five Males and 
Twenty-four Females. 

406. Curable and incurable ? 

Twenty-one were then deemed curable, Eighteen incurable, Two confirmed 
Idiots, and Eight Epileptics. 

407. That is for the County and City of Kilkenny ? 

Yes. 



408. How is this Establishment supported ? 

It is supported by Presentments. 

409- How is it governed ? 

It is governed in a similar Way to that of Cork ; by a Board of Superinten- 
dence ; both a County and City Board. 

410. What is the Species of Building in which the Patients are confined ? 

It is a Kind of Turret Building, having but One Room in common to both 

Males and Females, for Dinner and Breakfast. The Day I visited it tnere 
were about Twenty Females in a very small Room at Dinner, and when they 
had done the Males came in and dined ; the Cells they had were small and 
badly ventilated. They had but One Yard for the Females, and the Cplls oft 
the Yard were much exposed. It was the same on the Male Side. 

411. What was the Size of the Yard ? 

I cannot say how much more than Thirty Feet Square, but certainly not 
sufficient for healthful Exercise. 

412. Is there any Provision made for the Employment of the Insane ? 

None whatever. 

413. Is there any Power of employing them in such a Place ? 
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414. Is there any Ground attached to the Asylum ? 

The Keeper has an Acre or Two, which he farms himself, but there is no 

Ground for the Purpose of employing the Patients. The quiet are shut un 
with the violent, and there is no proper Classification. You saw there the 
quiet and harmless Lunatics exposed to the Excesses and Outrage of the most 
violent Maniac; nothing could be worse. The Lord Chancellor drew the 
Attention of the local Authorities to it upon my Report ; but whether thev 
have done my thing since I do not know. 3 

415. Did you visit the Workhouse at Kilkenny, where there appear to be also 
some Lunatics confined ? 

I did not visit the Workhouse. 

416. Did you consider that the Lunatics in Workhouses came under your 

general Superintendence as Inspector General ? J 

“ At first I did not think so, but latterly I found that all Lunatics, no Matter 
where confined, public or private, come under the Inspection of the Inspector 
General of Prisons ; at first I did not like to interfere with the Administration 
of the Poor Law Act, but now I find that I am bound to inspect all Limatics. 

417. Can you state to the Committee the Number of Lunatics in the 
Kilkenny Poorhouse ? 

There are Seven Idiots there. 

418. What is the Report upon them ? 

“ Medical Attendants are provided, but there are no further Provisions 
suitable to the Treatment of Lunacy with a view to its Cure.” 

419. Are there any Lunatics also in the Prison at Kilkenny ? 

There are. 

420. How many ? 

Twelve. 

421. Is there any adequate Provision made for them? 

Not the least. 

. 422 - Are the Committee to understand that they are equally unfavourably 
circumstanced in Kilkenny Gaol as in the other Two Places ? 

Yes. 

423. Then in Kilkenny there are Three Establishments in which Insane 
rersons are confined ; the Workhouse, the local Asylum, and the Gaol ? 

Yes. 

424. And they are all equally inadequate ? 

They are all equally inadequate. 

TTlI? 5 ’ r ^ lere * s k ut One Gaol for the County, and that is in the City of 
Ye S nny? 

426. There are .no Lunatics in the City Gaol ? 

’ S?. ^ ose * n the County Gaol are recent Cases under the Act of Her 
present Majesty. Those in the local Asylum are both from the City and the 
LdnS ’ were kept over from the old Arrangement of the House of 

IhayH aVe ^ 0U v ^ te d the local Asylum at Wexford ? 

428. Will you describe to the Committee the State of the Lunatics in that 
Asylum ? 

., . e State of the Wexford Lunatics in the local Asylum is most disgraceful ; 
. 1 , C0U ^ equal the State in which I found that Asylum ; it is Part of the 
old House of Industry. 

429. Have you made a Report upon it ? 

cmaM? a Report upon it ; but I can give shortly what I considered its prin- 
Fem i ea t ures - The Number amounted to Fourteen Males and Seventeen 
males ; the Place was quite dilapidated; the Yards gloomy; the Dinner 
U93.2.) p 2 Rooms 
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Rooms equally so ; the Cells were the worst I ever saw. There were Two 
Patients under Restraint, One of whom was chained to a Wall. When I went to 
his Cell, with the Keeper and the Medical Officer, I asked to go in. The Keeper 
said it would be dangerous and frightful to go in. However, we went in. He 
was naked, with a Parcel of loose Straw about him. He darted forward at me 
and were it not that he was checked by a Chain which went round his Leo-’ 
and was fastened by a Hook to the Wall, he would have caught hold of me* 
and probably used Violence. I asked how it was possible they could allow a 
Man to remain in such a State ; they said they were obliged to do so, as the 
Funds were so limited that they had. not Money to buy Clothes for him and 
that if they had Clothes they would have let him out. Now, the Consequence 
of this Treatment was, that the Man became so violent that his Case was made 
tenfold worse. I went to another Cell, and, though the Individual there was 
not chained, he was nearly in as bad Circumstances as the other. One of the 
Two was once a respectable Person. Altogether, those Two Cases were the most 
frightful I ever witnessed ; I could not describe the Horror which seized me 
when I saw them. I went into a Room, a very gloomy looking Room, very 
low, and in this Room there was a Fire-place, which was guarded by one of 
those large Grate Protectors that are very high up ; I looked around, and heard 
some one moaning, and on the Top of this Screen I saw Two unfortunate 
Lunatics stretched out ; they were trying to warm themselves through the Bars 
of the Grating ; the Room was so dark that I could not see them at first, and 
here they were allowed to creep about, and to lie in this Kind of unpro- 
tected Manner. 

430. Was there any moral Superintendence ? 

There was both a Male and Female Keeper, but they appeared to me totally 
unfit for the Discharge of their Duties. 

431. Was this supported by Grand Jury Presentment? 

It was. I went to the Board of Guardians on that Day, after witnessing that 
Scene* 



432. Was there any Board of Superintendence for the Government of that 
Lunatic Asylum ? 

Yes, there was a Board of Superintendence. 

433. Appointed by the Grand Jury ? 

Yes. 

434. And notwithstanding that its State was as you have described it? 

Yes. The Lord Chancellor, having directed his Attention to it, wrote to 

Mr. Walker. I have Papers here referring to this Case, which I think of 
Importance. 

The same are delivered in, and are as follow : 



Letter from Jacob W. Goff Esquire to the Lord Chancellor of Ireland. 



My Lord, Houtown-Tughmon, 1 3th March 1843. 

I have the Honour to acknowledge the Receipt of your Letter of the 10th insUint, 
relative to the State of the Wexford Local Lunatic Asylum, which, I must admit, is at 
present in a deplorably bad State, the Funds now allowed by County Presentment, an 
which are limited by Law to 100Z. a Year (6 & 7 William 4th, Chap. 116. Sec. 89.), bemg 
totally inadequate to support the Number at present confined there. There are also at 
present Ten Lunatics confined in Wexford Gaol, some of whom were formerly Inmates o 
the different Poorhouses in this County, but being considered troublesome there they nave 
been transmitted to Wexford County Gaol, each under the Committal of Two Magistrates, 
and are now a most serious Inconvenience there, from the bad Accommodation this Pi i son 
affords. One of those Lunatics is a shocking Object; he will not wear Clothes, is filthy m 
the extreme, though washed and cleaned repeatedly during the Day ; his Cell is very offensive 
from the bad Smell, though it is well ventilated and constantly cleaned. 

It is absolutely necessary that some further legal Provision should be made for 
wretched Beings, whose State loudly calls for Commiseration. . , i 

In a few Days I will again visit the Asylum above alluded to, and consult with the o 
Authorities what we can do to remedy the Defects complained of, and communicate 
Result to you. 



I have the Honour to be, my Lord, 

Your very obedient Servant, 

Jacob. W. Goff, J. P. and D.L., 

High Sheriff, County of Wexford. 
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Letter from the Lord Chancellor of Ireland to Lord Carew. 

My k? rd . J , T . , OI Stephen’s Green, 14th March 1843. 

Mr. Goff, the High Sheriff of the County of Wexford, in answer to a Letter which I 
addressed to him on the Subject of the Wexford Local Lunatic Asylum, informs me that 
there are at present Ten Lunatics confined in Wexford Gaol, some of whom were formerly 
Inmates of the different Poorhouses in the County, but being considered troublesome there, 
they had been transmitted to the Wexford Gaol, each under the Committal of Two Magis- 
trates, and are now a most serious Inconvenience there, from the bad Accommodation this 
Prison affords. Pie then describes the shocking Stale of One of these unhappy Persons 

I am under the Necessity of requesting your Lordship to inform me who are the Magis- 
trates who signed the Warrants in the above Cases, and under what Authority they acred. 
If it was under the 1 Viet. c. 27., I apprehend that it gave them no such Power. It seems 
to be a great Abuse to transfer Lunatics from Workhouses to Gaols, to which latter 
Places they ought never to be sent without an actual Necessity, and ought never to be allowed 
to remain there. 

From all ilia Returns an<l Accounts which I have seen, the Lunatics in Wexford are not 

B erly treated. I am persuaded that it is only necessary to bring the Matter before the 
Authorities, and that if an Abuse exists it will be remedied. As the Accounts have 
differed, I have had some Thoughts of visiting the Asylum. 

I have, &c. 

Edw. B. Sugden. 



F. White, Esq., 
M.D. 

,21st July 1843. 



Letter from Jacob W. Goff Esquire to the Lord Chancellor of Ireland. 

My Lord, PIoutown-Taghmon, 20th March 1843. 

In compliance with the Promise contained in my Letter of the 13th instant, I on Saturday 
last visited the Wexford Local Lunatic Asylum, and having met the Committee of Superin- 
tendence, I read to them the Report of the Inspector General (which they had not previously 
seen), as well as your Letter to me. We then minutely inspected the entire Concern, and I 
examined each Patient, accompanied by Dr. Borwell (the Medical Attendant, who acts 
gratuitously). I found them in general healthy, though somewhat deficient in Day. Clothing, 
but their Blankets, Stc. were very good, and an ample Supply thereof. 

Their Dietary I found of very good Quality, consisting of White Bread and sweet Milk 
and Potatoes, and more in Quantity than is allowed at the Poorhouse. 

The Buildings now occupied as this Asylum formerly constituted the County Gaol, and 
are consequently very old and ill-constructed, and a new Gaol being built in 1816, those 
Concerns (which are subject to no Rent) were converted into a House of Industry, to which 
a Lunatic Ward was attached. This Establishment was supported by private Subscription, 
together with a County Grant of from 800Z. to 1,000Z. a Year; but on the opening of the 
Poorhouse the Inmates were removed thereto (except the Lunatics, who now occupy the entire 
Concern, and at present consist of Fourteen Males and Fifteen Females, with a Master and 
Mistress and Three Servants). The Funds at present in hand will enable the Committee to 
carry on the Establishment for about a Year longer. It amounts to about 274/., being a 
Residue of what remained on the breaking up of the House of Industry, and including 100Z. 
since presented for the Lunatic Asylum, but which Sum cannot again be raised, in conse- 
quence of the Lunatic Asylum not being now attached to the House of Industry. (See 
6&7 William 4th, Chap. 116. Sec. 89.) 

It therefore is necessary that some legal Provision should speedily be made for the 
future Support or Removal of those Persons now confined there. It appears to me that the 
Inmates are supported here at a much cheaper Rate than in Carlow, as the Cost of each 
(including Master’s, Mistress’s, and Servants Salaries, and other Contingencies,) is 91. 2s. 6d. 
a \ear, or 6 d. per Day; whereas the Charge in Carlow is from 1GZ. to 17/. a Year, or 1 \d. 
per Day (exclusive of Salaries). 

The Premises nre notin such bad Repair as you would be led to suppose from the 
Inspector General’s Report. 'They are very extensive, and some new Buildings were erected 
by the Committee of the House of Industry, and which are in excellent Repair. There are 
> iwo very large and spacious Yards; and in my Opinion, if a Sum of 500/. was judiciously 
expended on those Concerns they could be made capable of accommodating from Fifty to Sixty 
Persons, and afford a proper Classification. I find that the utmost Economy at present exists 
in the Management of this Establishment ; the Master’s Salary is 18/. a Year, the Mistress’s 
12/., and Three Servants at 31. a Year each, and the Clerk, who formerly had 20/. a Year, 
now acts gratuitously. Should it appear necessary to abandon those Concerns altogether 
1 1 y uow belong to the Poor Law Commissioners, see 1 & 2 Viet. c. 116. sec. 34.), the 
Alternative must be, to enlarge our District Lunatic Asylum at Carlow, into which (by a 
Bye Law of the Committee) no incurable Case is now admitted ; and as the Enlargement 
*nust be made for the Insane of Five Counties, it will require very extensive additional 
Buildings, with a large subordinate Staff. We now find it very difficult to get any Patients into 

arlow Asylum. We have Forty-two there at present, and there are many other fit Subjects, 

1 tl,ere w as Room for them. May I request you will excuse this long Letter. I much fear 
(193.2.) F 3 1 have 
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I have gone into extraneous Matter. Any further Information that I can procure o 
able to give, I will have much Pleasure in forwarding to you, should you require it. * * 

I have, &c. 

Jacob W. Goff, 

To the Right Honourable High Sheriff, Countv of Wexford 

Sir Edw d Sugden, Bart., 

Lord Chancellor of Ireland. 



Letter from Charles A. Walker Esquire to Henry Sugden Esquire. 

Sir, Belmont, Wexford, 31st March 1843. 

I have the Honour to acknowledge your Letter of the 28th instant, enclosing me a Copy 
of the Lord Chancellor’s Letter to Lord Carcw, respecting the Lunatics now confined in the 
Gaol and Lunatic Asylum of Wexford. 

I went Yesterday to both those Institutions, and by personal Inspection and Inquiry I have 
made out the accompanying Returns, which I trust will furnish his Lordship with the In- 
formation he requires. 

As regards those confined in the Gaol, it would appear that there are but Two Cases 
that are at all applicable to the Poorhouse,- and they belong to Gorey. Of course it 
would be necessary to understand from the Guardians of Gorey Union whether they will 
receive them. There is no possible Accommodation in the Poorhouses for violent 
Lunatics ; they should be moved to Carlow District Asylum. 

I think it would be well if the Magistrates would in future set forth in the Committals 
the Particulars of the sworn Informations , or accompany it with a Copy of the Informa- 
tions in those Cases of Lunatics, as well ns a Medical Certificate; it might have the Effect 
of making them more particular to confine Committals strictly to the Cases intended by the 
Statute. The Magistrates of this County are really most anxious to do right, and are a 
highly respectable and intelligent Body. 

As to the Wexford Local Lunatic Asylum it is in a very deplorable State ; in fact, just as 
described by Dr. White in his Report on Prisons. 

I consider the best Plan as to it is to remove the violent Lunatics to Carlow Asylum, 
and the harmless Inmates to their respective Poorhouses, and to break up this Establishment 
as soon as can be conveniently done. 

The Nos. 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, Men, and 4. 9. 12. 14, Women, should be sent to Carlow 
Asylum. 

'1 he Remainder would properly be divided among the Four Poorhouses of this County, 
provided the Boards of Guardians can be induced to admit them, which I hope, on the Case 
being represented to them, they may. 

But as this may take some Time to arrange, I have summoned a Meeting of the Governors 
of our Lunatic Asylum for Thursday next, in order that we may apply the Funds we have 
in hand to clothe the unfortunate Inmates, and to make them as comfortable as the very 
wretched State of the House will admit, until their final Removal can be arranged. I think 
we will have Funds to do this , and maintain them for Six Months, after which Time all the 
Resources of that Establishment will be exhausted. But this will afford the Government 
Time, perhaps, to arrange as to the Removal of the violent Lunatics to Carlow Asylum, and 
the others to the Poorhouses. 

Any other Information the Lord Chancellor may require I shall have Pleasure in exerting 
myself to furnish it. 

I have, &c. 

Chas. A. Walker, J.P. and V.L., 
Henry Sugden, Esquire, County of Wexford. 

Secretary to Right Honourable 
Lord Chancellor. 



Letter from Henry Sugden Esq. to C. A. Walker Esq. 

Secretary’s Office, Four Courts, 

> ... Dublin, 3d April 1843. _ 

I he Lord Chancellor is very much obliged to you for your Communication. He entirely 
agrees with you, that the Establishment had better be broken up, and lie hopes that there 
will be no Difficulty in transferring the Patients as you suggest. No new Cases should, under 
any Circumstances, he thinks, be received into the Asylum. The Female Patients Nos. 15. and 
16. should be discharged as quickly as possible, and the Male No. 1. should be restored to his 
rl’iends ; No. 14.. is about to leave. The Committals to Gaol appear to be very irregular ; 
No. 1. and No. 2. appear to have been committed by One Magistrate only, which is contrary 
to the Act of Parliament. No. 3. should be discharged at once. The Lord Chancellor will 
exercise lus own Authority for that Purpose, if necessary; but if he can be received in the 
Carlow Asylum at his Friends Expense, that would be desirable. No. 4. was irregularly 
and illegally committed, viz., by One Magistrate only; No. 6. was illegally removed from 

the Poorhouse, to which he should be immediately restored; No. 8. should be removed to 
9 the 
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the Poorhouse > 9 * be discharged; No. 10. should be removed to Carlow; 

No. 3. and No. 10. (Males) might properly be placed in a private Asylum where the Charges 
are moderate ; No. 1 1. appears to be a Case which ought to be discharged; but further Inquiry 
would be proper, as the Case is so recent a one. The Lord Chancellor wishes his Opinion 
of the Illegality of some of these Committals to be communicated to the Magistrates He 
does not now wish further to comment upon these Proceedings, as he has token Steps to 
prevent any such Committals in future. All proper Measures should be forthwith taken to 
place the Prisoners m proper Custody. 

_ . ... 1 . n I am. &c« 

To C. A. Walker, Esq. Henry Sugden, Secretary. 



E. White, Esq., 
M.D. 

21st July 1843 



Letter from Charles A. Walker Esq. to the Lord Chancellor of Ireland. 

My Lord, Belmont, Wexford, 26th May 1848. 

I beg leave to inform you of the Result of my Applications to the Carlow District 
Lunatic Asylum, and to the Four Poorhouses of this County, respecting the Admission 
into them respectively of the Lunatics and Idiots which were confined in the County Gaol 
and old House of Industry in the Town of Wexford. J 

The Governors of the Carlow District Asylum positively refuse to admit a single Case, as 
they state that they have no Room for any more Lunatics, having in their Asylum at present 
more than Sixty Persons over the Number the House was originally built to contain. 

Thus it appears that there is no Prospect of relieving the Gaol of the Lunatics confined 
there until the Government shall take some Steps for enlarging the District Asylum. 

The Boards of Guardians of the Four Poorhouses of Wexford, Enniscorthy, New Ross, 
and Gorey have taken such Idiots as are quiet and harmless who belong to their respective 
Unions, and who were confined in the County Asylum attached to the old House of Industry; 
this has relieved that Establishment of Twelve of its Inmates, leaving still in that House 
Seventeen Lunatics who are violent and dangerous, for which Class you are aware the Poor- 
houses have no Accommodation whatever, and can only be provided for in some Lunatic 
Asylum. 

Ihe Governors of the old House of Industry in Wexford have clothed the Seventeen . 
violent Lunatics who are still left on their Hands, and have endeavoured to make them as 
comfortable as the small Balance of a former Presentment will afford. But we would beg to 
impress upon your Lordship that this Balance will not carry on the old Establishment beyond 
the Year, and that the present Law gives no Power to obtain any further Presentment. 

So that unless the Government shall provide in the present Session of Parliament for suffi- 
cient additional Accommodation in the District Asylums, these unfortunate Creatures will 
be without any Provision whatsoever; they \frill, if turned out, of course, as the only Resource, 
be sent to the Gaol by the Magistrates for the Commission of some Act of Violence. 

Unless some Enactment is made to make it compulsory on Grand Juries to present for the 
Enlargement of the District Asylums, they will never do it voluntarily , and there is scarcely any 
ffiing so pressing as this. It might easily be introduced now into the Poor Law Amendment 
Bill, or the Medical Charities Bill ; and this Addition to the Lunatic Asylums should be 
extensive; for it is to be considered that when such Asylums will be obliged to admit all 
incurable Cases, which they have not done hitherto, the Number of permanent Inmates will 
increase yearly, considerably. 

This additional Branch for incurable Lunatics should be built and conducted upon the 
nffiT Scale of the Poorhouse System, and could easily be managed by some few subordinate 
Officers at low Salaries. If this is done the Expense would not be greater upon the Counties 
than the Support of Paupers in the Poorhouses; but the Care, Comfort, and Management 
of the unfortunate Beings would be very superior to any Poorhouse. 

The Guardians of the Gorey Union positively refuse to take the Idiot who had been in 
their Poorhouse, and who was committed to the Gaol. They state he was very violent and 
dangerous. 

I have, &c. 

_ Jught Hon. Chas. A. Walker. 

the Lord Chancellor. 



435. There is a local Asylum at Lifford in the North of the County ? 
lnere is. I inspected the Lifford Local Asylum early in the Year 1842, 
an > L^° Un ^ the Time Eleven Inmates in a very unhealthy Locality. It 
was the Ground Floor of the old Gaol of Lifford. That was, earthen dark 
Th t n ° ^ en til a tion, very limited Room, and only a small Space of Yard, 
fle laQiates were kept completely in this dark Kind of Dungeon. It is re- 
arkable, because it is the very Gaol and the very Place that the celebrated 
fjllowdvhited, and drew his Conclusions of the State of the Gaols in 
Th n I, om ' ^° u could hardly see them through the Smoke from the Fire, 
tli ^ t W6re c ^ eer ^ ess an d damp, and there was no Comfort whatever in 
i I m ade a strong Report in consequence, and I drew the Attention 
e y of the Lord Chancellor to it. His Lordship wrote to the Reverend 
(193.2.) F4 r Mr. Clarke, 
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F - White, Esq Mr. Clarke, an intelligent and respectable Clergyman, a Local Inspector of 
Prisons, and be forwarded a Return to bis Lordship of the Number at present 
2ist July 1843. confined, with this Letter. 

The same is delivered in, and read as follows : 

My Lord, . Lifford, 11th March 1843. 

In compliance with your Lordship’s Desire, I have the Honour to submit a Return* of 
the Persons at present confined in the Local Lunatic Asylum here. From this Return 
your Lordship will at once observe that all of those at present confined have been so for 
many Years ; that some have attained to an advanced Age. The Accommodation which 
they have as regards sleeping Cells is (as stated in the Report to which your Lordship 
refers) the Basement Story of the Court House. It is certainly so far objectionable; those 
Apartments are, however, sufficiently ventilated and large ; they are also kept in a State 
of perfect Cleanliness ; each Person is provided with a separate Cell and a separate Bed. 
They have also a Day-room in which a large Fire is always kept, and have free Access 
during each Day to an enclosed Piece of Ground laid down in Grass, commanding a View 
of the River, the Town of Strabane, and the Iload leading to it from Lifford. For them 
abundant Food and Clothing and Bedding are provided ; personal Cleanliness is attended 
to, and every Kindness exhibited by a humane Keeper, assisted by his Daughter and a 
Female Servant (who has held the Situation for nearly Forty Years, and also that of Parish 
Clerk). As Local Inspector of the Gaol, I visit regularly Twice each Week, and the Medical 
Attendant of the Gaol (the Surgeon of the County Infirmary) gives his immediate and anxious 
Attention to every Case of Illness which occurs. 1 may be permitted to observe, that “ the 
Basement Story of the Court House,” in which they are confined, was for many Years the only 
Prison in the County, and was visited as such by the Philanthropist Howard. In 1829, 
when the District Asylum at Londonderry was opened for the Reception of Patients, all 
such Cases as were considered curable, were sent from this, and an Order was then made 
by the Grand Jury that none should after that Time he admitted here. This Order has 
been strictly complied with. Those at present here are evidently unfit for a District Asylum, 
and many, if not all, have no Relative who would take charge of them; but when the Poor- 
houses shall have been completed they may be transferred to them, each to his own Locality; 
and I observe that the Poor Law Commissioners state in their last Report, that they “expect 
that by the End of Spring or Midsummer of this Year (1843) the Workhouses throughout 
Ireland will all be in operation.” I beg leave, in conclusion, to assure your Lordship that 
the Grand Jury of this County and the Board of Superintendence of the Prison (who are 
the local Authorities) have always been desirous to attend to any Suggestion made with a 
view to increase the Comfort of those confined in the course of last Year certain Alter- 
ations were made by their Authority materially calculated to produce that Effect. It will be 
my Duty to call their Attention at the approaching Assizes to your Lordship’s Letter, and I 
am certain that any Repairs which may be necessary will at once be ordered. 

I have, &c. 

The Right Hon. Sir E. B. Sugden, E. M. Clarke, 

Lord Chancellor, &c. Local Inspector of the Gaol, County Donegal. 



A Return of all Persons at present confined in the Local Lunatic Asylum at Lifford connected with 
the Gaol of the County of Donegal, this 11th Day of March 1843. 



No; 


Name. 


When 

committed. 


Age when 
committed. 


How long 
Confinement. 


Nature of Malady. 


Present 

State 

of .Health. 


Observations. 


I 


James Porter 


1815 


20 Years 


28 Years 


Idiotcy 


Good. 




2 


Charles Campbell 


1816 


45 


- 


27 


- 


Incurable Mania 


Good. 




3 | 


Mary Kelly 


1818 


26 


- 


25 


- : 


Same 


Delicate. 




4 


Audley Henry 


1820 


27 


- 


23 


- 


Idiotcy 


Good. 




5 


Rose Cunningham - 


1821 


28 


- 


22 


- 


Same 


Good. 




6 


Jane MTntyre 


1822 


56 


- 


21 


- 


Incurable Mania 


Good. 




7 


Prudence Brown 


1827 


30 


- 


16 


- 


Idiotcy 


Good. 




8 


Catherine O’Donnell - 


1828 


18 


- 


15 


— 


Idiot and Epileptic - 


Delicate. 




9 


Frances Burns 


1829 

1 


46 


~ . 


14 


- 


Incurable Mania 


Good. 






KB — Two have died since the Visit of Dr. White as Inspector General of Prisons : 

1. Mary Derlin ; committed 1824; in Confinement 18 Years; died 4th February 1842. 

2. Catherine O’Donnell; committed 1826; in Confinement 1(6 Years; died 3d April 1842. 

Some Repairs of Plastering and Flagging necessary. „ , 

E. M. Clarke, Loc. Insp. Co. Gaol. 

436. Do es 
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438. Does it not appear from this Report that the State of Lifford Lunatic 
A d irWeXdt rab 7 b tha “ th0Se WtiCh y ° U ha ™ described at Kilkenny 
No ; I think it is every bit as bad. 

437* Was there recourse to Coercion? 

No; there was a moral System of Treatment ; but I speak of the Situation 
m which the Inmates were placed which I object to. 

438. You have been examined with respect to Lunatics in Prisons Can 
you give the Committee any Return which will show the Number of curable, as 
distinguished from the incurable Cases in Prisons ? 

I can. 

The same is delivered in, and is as follows : 

Return of Lunatics (Male anti Female) in Gaols, classifying the several Cases under their 
respective Heads. 



Antrim, County Gaol - 
Carlow, Do. 

Cavan, Do. 

Cork, Do. 

Cork, City Gaol 
Donegal, County Gaol - 
Down, Do. 

Dublin, Do. 

Do. Newgate - 
Do. Richmond Bride- 1 
well - - j 

Do. Grange Gorman - 
Fermanagh 

Galway, County Gaol - 
Do. Town Gaol 
Kerry, County Gaol 
Kildare, Naas, Do. 

Do. Athy, Do. 
Kilkenny, Do. 

King’s County Gaol 
Limerick, County Gaol - 
Do. City Gaol 
Londonderry 



Louth 
Do. Drogheda 
Mayo 
Meath 
Monaghan 

Queen’s County Gaol 
Roscommon 
Sligo . . 

•tipper ary, Clonmel 



Tyrone 

Westmeath 

Wexford 

Wicklow 



Nenagh 



Totals - 







Number at p resell 


in Gaol of 
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441. Is there any Provision whatever that can he relied upon in the Prisons 
of Ireland for the Treatment of those curable Cases ? 

Not the least. 

442. Does your Return state how many arc Men, and how many are Women ? 
Yes ; Sixty-three Males and Thirty-seven Females curable. 

443. From your Experience in the Management of the Insane, have yon 
any Doubt that the Confinement of those curable Pauper Lunatics in 
Prison diminishes greatly the Chance of their future Recovery, even if they 
were subsequently brought under proper moral and medical Treatment ? 

My Experience leads me to that Conclusion strongly. 

444. You visited Swift’s Hospital in Dublin? 

I did. 

445. Under what System of Management is Swift’s Hospital ? 

It is under a Board appointed under a particular Act, which was founded 
upon the Will of Dean Swift. The Heads of the Courts, the Chief Justice of 
the Queen’s Bench, the Chief Baron, and the Chief J ustice of the Common 
Pleas are ex officio on that Board ; and so are the Lord Chancellor, the Primate 
of all Ireland, the Archbishop of Dublin, Bishop of Kildare, Dean of St. Patrick’s, 
&c., &c. Several Merchants and Gentlemen of Respectability are selected, and 
placed upon that Board, and meet monthly to conduct the Business of the 
Establishment. 

446. Do you consider it to be well regulated ? 

I consider it to be very well regulated. 

447. Are the architectural Arrangements suitable for the proper Custody 
and Care of Pauper Lunatics ? 

Considering that it has been a long Time built, I think it has been improved 
greatly, and there are great Facilities for carrying on a very good System in it ; 
but I have to observe that I shall hand in Papers connected with that Estab- 
lishment which I think are very important. It seems that under a mistaken 
Notion of the Powers of the Charter under which it has been managed the 
Objects of it have been perverted from the original Intention. The original 
Intention of Dean Swift was, that they should receive “ as many Idiots and 
Lunatics as the annual Income of his Lands and Effects should be sufficient to 
maintain.” The Board, from Time to Time, seeing that their Means were 
rather limited, adopted the Principle of receiving Patients to pay, by which 
they calculated that ultimately they would have a surplus Fund to enable 
them to take in more than the Funds were originally capable of providing for ; 
they acted upon that Principle ; but we found, upon looking into the Mode of 
Management, that the Rich were always sure to get Admission, and that great 
Difficulties, in latter Years, were thrown in the Way of the Reception of the 
Poor ; and we found that it was often Half a Year, or even more, before a poor 
Person could get in. The Consequence was, that upon a late Inspection by the 
Lord Chancellor and myself it was found that there were Sixty-one paying 
Patients aud Ninety-four poor Patients. The Sixty-one paying Patients were 
in Four Classes ; the First Class paying 100/. a Year, the Second Class 60/., 
the Third 40/., and the lowest Class smaller Sums ; aud Ninety-four were 
destitute Poor, who, as I have just stated, are admitted with Difficulty ot 
late Years. Upon looking into the Charter the Lord Chancellor found tha 
the Board had no Right to do as they had done ; that they had changed the 
Charity from the original Intention of the Founder. It was then found that 
the Pauper Patients cost the Establishment nearly 30/. a Head, which is Twice 
the Cost in other Institutions ; that the Charity has an Income of over 3,000 . 
a Year, the Property having increased in Value from Time to Time, and there 
having been several Donations of Property by charitable Persons for its Sup- 
port ; it was then further found that at present the Licome amounts to nearly 
4,000/. a Year, and that only Ninety-four Patients are supported upon tha 
Fund; whereas in the District Lunatic Asylums 200 and very nearly o 
Patients (for instance, in the Richmond Lunatic Asylum, ) are supported 
about the same Amount. The Lord Chancellor, therefore, directed that sn 
Cases of the paying Patients as came within his Jurisdiction should be remo 
into private Asylums. The Consequence is, that the Friends are removing 
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every Day into private Asylums, giving, ultimately, as I hope, Room for the 
Accommodation of Pauper Cases. I have here a Copy of the Minute which 
the Lord Chancellor made upon of those Occasions, which I will deliver in. 

The same is delivered in, and read as follows : 

Minute of the Lord Chancellor on St. Patrick’s Hospital. 

There is no Case Book, and some of die important Entries in the Day Statement Book 
are not filled up regularly, and therefore the Number of Patients under Restraint at all 
Times does not appear. There is, however, but little Restraint here. The Apothecary 
lives in Dublin, a long Distance from the Hospital, and the Medicines are compounded 
generally at his Shop, which leads of course to Delay and Trouble. It seems desirable 
that the Apothecary should attend every Day, and prepare the Medicines generally on the 
Spot. 

There are 155 Patients, of whom Sixty-one pay, and Ninety-four are free. There are Four 
Classes which pay; the First pay 100 /. a Year (the Number is Seven), the Second pay 60/. 
a Year (the Number is Seventeen), die Third pay 40/. a Year (the Number is Twenty-two),* 
and the last pay smaller Sums which upon the whole may perhaps be about Half of their 
Expense, and the Number is Fifteen. Last Year 3,0747. 6s. 5 \d. was received for the Four 
Classes. The whole Expense of the Institution was 5,707/. 10s". If they who pay leave no 
Profit the Account would stand thus : 
j£' s. d. 

5,707 10 0 gross Expenditure. 

3,074 6 0 



.€2,633 4 0 



which last Sum would be the Expense of Ninety-four Paup.er Patients, which is about 2S/. 
per Head, and to the Extent of any Profit made of the Classes the Rate would be hio-her! 
The Income of the Hospital from its own Resources is more than 3,000/. a Year, and I was 
told would be 4,000/. a Year. The Rich, that is, those who pay to the Three First Classes 
are admitted at any Time ; the Poor, on the contrary, only once in Six Months, and perhaps 
it is Twelve Months before they are admitted. I state these Matters from a cursory Inspection 
and Inquiry of the Clerk and there probably are Inaccuracies. 

Upon perusing the Copy of the Charter which recites Dean Swift’s Will, I do not observe 
any Power to admit Patients who pay; but the Foundation is a Charity, and it would be a 
Breach of Trust to apply its Funds to the Support and Cure of the Rich. It appears to 
me that the Restraint upon the Admission of the Poor is not justified by the Will or the 
Charter, and that there is Danger that the Accommodation for the Rich may exclude from 
the Charity the real Objects of the Founder’s Bounty. It seems difficult to suppose that the 
free Patients could not be maintained at present without any Aid derived from Patients 
who pay ; and this extensive Hospital might, with some further Aid, be rendered a noble 
Institution for the Insane Poor. 



448. Is there any Difference made between the Treatment of the rich and the 
poor Patients ? 

There is, in some particular Instances ; there is a Difference between some 
paying Patients and others ; but there is no Difference made between the lower 
Class of paying Patients that pay Thirty or Forty Pounds and the Pauper 
Patients. 



449. In what respect is the Difference ? 

There are many very respectable Gentlemen and Ladies who have their own 
Servants, and who have their Dinner in their own Apartments, and get that 
Kind of Accommodation and that Mode of Living which it is supposed they 
woidd get in their own Establishments. The others have a due Proportion of 
Animal Food, Soup, Vegetables, and that Kind of Diet. 

450. The Difference is a Difference of Dietary ? 



451 • Does it appear that the whole Amount of what they pay is laid out in 
then personal Comfort ? 

Certainly. 

452. And in addition to that they have the Advantage of the Superintendence 
°t the Keeper and the Medical Officers ? 

Yes. 



F lu J ^ re Committee to understand that in no one of the Pauper Lunatic 
Establishments to which your Attention has been hitherto applied, with the 
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Exception of Swift’s Hospital, are there any paying Patients or Patients of the 
richer Classes admitted ? 

None of the rich ; but there are, I believe, Five or Six in the Richmond 
Asylum who pay for their Support as much as each Patient costs per Head. 

454. Are you aware whether there is any Law to authorize the Reception of 
such Persons, or the Receipt of any such Money from them ? 

No Law ; I believe it is contrary to Law. 

455. It has often been suggested that, with Advantage to the Pauper 
Asylums, a Class might be established for the more wealthy, those who could 
not probably afford the entire Expense of the Charge in a private Establish- 
ment, but who could afford to contribute towards the Expense of a District 
Lunatic Asylum ; have you ever turned your Mind to consider the Expediency 
of such a System ? 

I have. It is a most important Subject. There is a Class of Persons, not so 
poor as to enable their Friends or Relatives to state that they are not able to 
support them, which is necessary for Admission into a District Lunatic 
Asylum, but at the same Time not able to pay any Sum beyond their common 
Expenses in a private Asylum. There are several Persons of that Class 
throughout Ireland ; and it has been suggested whether the Law might not be 
so altered as to allow Admission to such Patients into the District Lunatic 
Asylums ; for instance, in the Richmond it is tried, and there are Five or Six 
of them there paying, as well as I can recollect ; a Pensioner is made to pay 
the Amount of his Pension ; some 8 1 . or 10 1 . a Year ; another pays according to 
the Sum that he costs, which is 16 /. It has been suggested that a Plan like 
that might be adopted, and that the Law might be changed ; and I think it is 
worth Consideration. There are many Persons so circumstanced whom we 
cannot now get into Asylums. 

456. Have you known any Cases in the District Lunatic Asylums in which, 
in consequence of the Absence of such a Provision as that which you have 
described, you have Reason to believe that Persons who could contribute to 
their own Support are yet received into the Asylum as Paupers ? 

Yes. 

457- Did you happen to ask any Questions upon that Subject in the Con- 
naught Asylum ? 

I believe I did. I think there are Two or Three there ; but in most of the 
Asylums the Governors think that it is contrary to Law. 

458. Supposing such an Alteration of the Law were made, by which, under 
certain Regulations, paying Patients were admitted, do you not consider that, 
unless the Accommodation for Lunatics were considerably extended, the 
Result in the District Asylums might be analogous to that which you have 
described to have taken place at Swift’s ; namely, a Preference given to Pay 
Patients over the Pauper Patients ? 

I think it certainly might be abused. Hitherto, in Swift’s, the Evil has 
existed in the Way I described ; but in the District Lunatic Asylums, I think, 
in the present Day, an Abuse of that Kind would not creep in. A Scale might 
be laid down. 

459- Does the Scale of Payment at Swift’s do more than cover the Cost of 
Maintenance and Medical Attendance ? Does it take in any thing for the 
Establishment ? 

The higher Class pays, doubtless, more than it costs. All a Patient should 
be asked to pay should be just what per Head is the general Cost of each 
Patient. 

460. Do you not conceive that if you bad Individuals admitted of different 
Classes in point of 'Wealth there might be a Preference given in the System of 
Management to those who were wealthy over those who were poor ? . , 

Yes ; but I do not think that would hold good in the Case of the Distort 
Lunatic Asylums. Take a Farmer’s Son ; his Mode of living is very little 
above that of the destitute Poor ; and I do not think that it would lead to any 
material Difference if you took Money from him. In the Richmond Asylnm 
there is no Change whatever made either in the Dietary or in the Associates 
of a paying Patient. „ 
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461. If there were a Class of Pay Patients admitted, would it not be 
essential to provide that no Manager or Medical Man or other Attendant 
should have any pecuniary Interest whatever in any thing received from those 
Pay Patients, but that the whole should be carried to the Credit of the 
County ? 

Decidedly ; that is most important ; it would be very wrong otherwise. I 
wish to state, that with respect to Swift’s I have here a very important Note 
by the Lord Chancellor, upon a Point to which I called his Lordship’s Atten- 
tion. “ Swift’s Hospital might be made the Foundation of a new System. A 
School might be established there, and Pupils admitted, with great Caution. 
Governors, and particularly Keepers, might be trained there, with whom the 
District and Private Asylums might be supplied. Moral as well as medical 
Treatment would then have a Chance of being followed systematically 
throughout Ireland. The Government might with great Advantage advance 
some small Sums to further the Object. The present permanent Income of 
the Hospital exceeds 3,000/. a Year, and will soon be more.” That is the 
most important Thing of all, — you would have a School training up. The 
Keepers would be sent to different Asylums, and there would then be Medical 
Students brought up in that particular important Department of Medicine, 
making it a Clinical Hospital in fact. 

462. At the present Moment there is no Establishment of that Character? 

No ; that is a great Desideratum. 

463. Is it a Thing that is supplied in any other Country that you are 
aware of? 

I understand that it is on the Continent to some Extent, in France 
particularly. 

464. A Kind of Training School for those Officers ? 

Yes. It often occurred to me, when I was President of the College of 
Surgeons, (having been myself Five Years a Pupil in. Swift’s Hospital) that 
some of the Students who were examined after Three Years Probation should 
be selected to attend the Physicians of the Richmond Lunatic Asylum, or 
Swift’s, for Six Months, and act as Clinical Clerks. It was my mentioning this 
Circumstance to the Lord Chancellor that led his Lordship to draw up the 
Note I have read. 

465. From the Papers you have laid before the Committee it would appear 
that the Lord Chancellor of Ireland has directed very great Attention to the 
Condition of the Insane Poor ? 

The most praiseworthy Attention. In fact he has taken up the Subject with 
so much Zeal and Discrimination, that, with the Assistance of the Committee, I 
think some practical Good will at last be done. 

466. Have there been any general Rules founded upon those Inquiries which 
you have described ? 

There have. I stated Yesterday, that, considering the large Sums which 
these District Asylums cost the Country annually, they do not fulfil their 
Objects. What I meant to convey to the Committee was this, that I did not 
think that in a scientific or medical point of view they had produced that 
Amount of practical Benefit which the Legislature intended when they were 
first instituted. This was originally caused in a great measure by the Want 
of a systematic Plan of Rules for their Government, and for defining the Duties 
of the various Officers in their Management. Hence it struck the Privy 
Council and the Lord Chancellor that it would be desirable to draw up a Set 
of Rules and Regulations, and they directed their particular Attention to this 
great Improvement. The Rules were not hastily drawn up ; they were maturely 
and properly considered. Every Rule, and every Question connected with 
them, was discussed, and the whole was the Result of many Years Experience ; 
and not only in my Opinion, but in the Opinion of those who have had more 
Experience than I possess, they are fully adapted to meet the Difficulties under 
jvhich the Management of those Institutions, both medically and morally, have 
laboured heretofore. 

467. Will you have the goodness to put in those Rules ? 

The same are delivered in. ( Vide Appendix B.) 
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468. _ Do those Rules provide for any general System of Report founded urn 
one uniform Plan, so as to generalize the Information acquired from all th 
Asylums ? cnose 

They do. 

469- Has not the Want of some System of that Kind been a great Bar t 
the Promotion of scientific Medical Knowledge upon the Subject as connected 

with these Asylums ? u 

Most certainly ; nothing can equal the past Defect of the System in that 
respect. 1 

470. Were these Rules communicated to the respective Governors of Asylums 
before they were issued? J 

They were not. 

_ 471. Was any Communication had with any of the local Boards upon the 
Subject before these Rules were framed ? 

Not that I am aware of ; there was no general Notification made to them I 
believe. 5 

472. Was any Communication had with any individual Members of those 
Boards before these Rules were drawn up ? 

With the Exception of some of the Medical Officers, none. 

473. Was any Communication had with any of the moral Managers of those 
Asylums before these Rules were drawn up ? 

Not that I am aware of. 



474. Then in fact these Rules were drawn up without Inquiry from the 
Persons locally concerned. 

Without any Inquiry immediately before the Rules were made out ; but still 
they were founded upon the Results of Experience, and of preceding Inquiries 
made from Time to Time, and upon Reports received and Observations made, 
and Information derived from the Governors and from Managers from Time to 
lure. 



4/5. From what Time do those Documents date upon which those Rules 
were founded ? 

The Rules had been under Consideration for Years before they issued, but 
the first Circumstance that led to the immediate Adoption or passing of them 
was the Set of Rules drawn up by the Board of Governors of the Clonmel 
Lunatic Asylum. The present Manager, Dr. Flynn, when he was appointed to the 
Institution, about Two Years back, found great Difficulty both in the Classi- 
fication of the latients, in the Certificates that were brought in for them, and 
m keepmg the general Registry. It was altogether a defective System. He 
suggested to some of the local Governors the Propriety of having some uniform 
and regular System adopted ; and he, with the Assistance of "One or Two of 
the Oovernors, drew up a Code of Rules for the Clonmel Asylum. I got a 
opy ot these, and reading them over, to a certain Extent I approved of the 
roundwoilc. I am only now referring to their Operation quoad Clonmel. I 
approved ol them generally, suggesting some Alterations. They went back 
again, and some Alterations were made. Afterwards I got a Notice that the 
Board would meet for the final Consideration of those Rules, but that they did 
not like to pass them without my Assistance. I consequently went down to 
Clonmel, and there meeting the Board, those Rules underwent a full Consider- 
ation. 1 gave my Opinion as to the changing of some of them and modifying 
some. W e ultimately agreed that this would be a very good Code of Laws for 
the Clonmel Asylum, and passed them ; and the Consequence was that a Reso- 
ution was agreed to by the Board, authorizing me to present them to the Lord 
“ant and the Privy Council, and recommending them for Adoption. 

cy were sent up to me, and I wrote a Letter, conjointly with my Colleague, 
Major Palmer, sending them to his Excellency and the Privy Council, stating 
^^f%T e .iT S1St ^ with the Nature of the Institution, and altogether 
the nest Code that could be framed under existing Circumstances, and a great 
Improvement upon the old System. We recommended their Adoption. After 
some l ime had elapsed I got a Letter stating that the Clonmel Board were 
rngent to have them sent back. I wrote a Letter to the Clonmel Board, stating 

that 
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that the Prvy Council were taking into consideration the Propriety of adopting 
an uniform System for all Asylums in Ireland, and that they would not send 
the Clonmel Rules down at present. After some Time I was consulted, and 
the Lord Chancellor, who takes a great Interest in the Subject, considered 
that it would be better not to make partial Improvements of this Kind, but to 
draw out such Laws as would meet the Case of every Asylum in Ireland ; and 
with that View the Privy Council and the Lord Chancellor, assisted by myself 
and Medical Persons of great Experience in Lunatic Asylums, drew up this 
Code of Rules, which the Privy Council, after, as I understand, a very long and 
minute Investigation into every Rule, passed. 

476 . Then in fact there was a Communication with the Clonmel Board ? 

There was. 

477- Are the Rules at present issued in accordance nearly with those which 
the Clonmel Board approved ? 

They are not fully. The great Change in the Rules is this, that heretofore 
the Manager had., as they considered, too much the moral Control and Manage- 
ment of the Patients, and it now devolves more upon the Physician than upon 
the Manager. That is the material Alteration that has been made even in 
the Clonmel Rules. I am fully aware that it has created on the Part of the 
Managers much of a strong Kind of Feeling that they are slighted and thrown 
in the Shade by it ; but I have not a Doubt that I shall prove to the Committee, 
upon mature Consideration, it will be much more advantageous to the Public, 
and much more advantageous to the Patients, to have these Rules followed up 
as they are framed, and to give the Physician both the moral and the medical 
Management and Control of the Patients. 

478. Was Major Palmer of the same Opinion? 

He is of the same Opinion now that I am. 

479- Are you aware that Major Woodward was of a different Opinion ? 

I am quite aware that he was, but, not being a Medical Man, he could not be 
held to have the best Experience in such Matters. 

480. The First of those Rules sets out with appointing General Meetings of 
the Governors. In fixing the Date of those Meetings was any Reference had 
to the Convenience of the Governors ? 

There was no Communication made to the Governors for that Purpose, 
that I am aware of. 

481. Five are required to form a Quorum for the Purpose of auditing the 
half-yearly Accounts. Will you state why that was considered necessary ? 

The Reason of that was this, that the monthly Meetings being frequent, 
are in general badly attended, particularly in such a large District as Connaught. 
The Governors living so far away, probably some of them will not attend once 
a Year, aud it was considered very important, independently of the monthly 
Meetings, to have Two Special Meetings in a Year, with a view of encouraging- 
all Meetings as much as possible. It was thought, that as in many Instances 
several of the Governors, living at a great Distance, did not know the Character 
of the Asylum, how it was managed, and how its Accounts stood, the holding 
those Special Meetings twice a Year would induce them to take a greater 
Interest in them than they had done before. It was with the view of getting 
the Governors to attend, in order to elicit the Opinions of Country Gentlemen, 
that these extra Meetings were suggested ; for it is a lamentable Fact that it is 
often necessary to ride Thirty Miles, even after a monthly Meeting, to get the 
Signature of a Third Member to pass the Accounts. 

482. If there is that Difficulty about getting Persons to attend, would not 
mat be rather an Argument against making it necessary that there should be 
rive to form a Quorum without whom the Business cannot be done ? 

A -Remedy has been pointed out to meet that ; but the Object of the Special 
Meeting is, to make Five attend ; and if Gentlemen whose Interest it is to 
attend to such an important Institution as this will not attend once in a Year 
this Meeting it will be much to be lamented. Supposing the Governors 
amount to Twenty-four, if Five out of the Twenty-four will not make it 
convenient to attend twice a Year, you have a bad State of Things. 

(193.2.) G 4 483. What 
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483. What is the Alternative which you would propose if they do not com 
What I have noted upon that is this: — Half-yearly Meetings are nrft' 
necessary, and hold out the strongest Inducements to distant Governors t 
come together, as hitherto the Management has been left too much in th° 
Hands of a very limited Number of Governors who happened to live in th 
immediate Neighbourhood of the Asylum; but in order to meet the Con 
venience of the local Boards the following Alteration in the First Rule is 
suggested ; viz. Two half-yearly General Meetings of the Governors, Five to 
constitute a Quorum, to be held at the Asylum in every Year, on such Days 
as may be fixed upon by the Board. The annual General Statement of the 
Establishment, its Expenditure, &c., required by Act of Parliament for the 
Office of Imprest Accounts, shall be submitted by the Manager to the First 
Meeting in each Year, to be revised and authenticated, &c. These General 
half-yearly Meetings shall be competent to transact any Business which mav 
be referred to them from the monthly Meetings, as well as all ordinary Busi- 
ness of the Institution ; and as it is possible that the Number of Five may not 
assemble, it is hereby directed that it shall and may be lawful for any Number 
of Governors less than Five, assembled on any such Days, to adjourn de Die in 
Diem for the Despatch of Business, until such Day as a Number of Governors 
not less than Five, shall have assembled at the Asylum. That is what I would 
propose. 

484. What is the Degree of Control that is vested in the Governors for which 
it is so desirable to have them on the Spot? 

t Ehst, to audit and to inspect the Accounts minutely, and to see that a proper 
Statement is laid before them, and to inspect the Asylum, and to receive the 
Reports from the Officers of the Asylum, and to sec that every thing in it is right. 
A Governor may be absent from the Asylum Four or Five Months, and he may 
not have attended the public Meetings, and he may like to see the general 
Accounts of the last Half Year when he did not attend; it would be highly 
satisfactory to him to see them. It is possible that from Illness a Governor 
may not attend for Two or Three Months, and in that Case it would be very 
satisfactory for that Governor to come to this half-yearly Meeting, and have 
the general Substance of all the Proceedings of the last Six Months laid before 
him ; and it would be most satisfactory to him to go through the Asyl um with 
the other Members, and to see that every thing is well-conducted. That is the 
Object. 

485. The Second Rule is, that “ The local Board (Three forming a 
Quorum) are to hold their Meetings on the first Tuesday in every Month, for 
the Discharge of the ordinary Business of the Asylum.’* Do you conceive 
that it would be right to make that imperative upon the local Board ? 

Decidedly. . r 

486. And in case of Three not being present at that Board, how would you 
manage ? 

Then I think there ought to be a Power to call a Meeting again in a Day 
°5 or Three Days, or a Week ; but I do not think that Two Persons 
should be allowed to conduct the Establishment, or to ratify the Accounts of 
the previous Month, in an Establishment of that Kind. It is a bad State of 
I kings t° see the Manager hunting about the Country to get a Governor to 
ratify that which he is quite ignorant of. 

487- Do you mean that Documents are sent round for the Signature of a 
Governor who has never attended ? 

Certainly. 

488. Do you consider that when the Act of Parliament prescribes that the 
Accounts shall be signed by a certain Number of Persons, it is a legal Mode of 
executing that Trust that they shall do it separately, and not jointly? 

I do not know this Fact to have occurred myself; but I state that Managers, 
more than One, have mentioned it to me as having occurred ; and I know an 
Establishment very near my own District in Dublin, where the Manager has 
been obliged to go to the House of a Governor to get his Signature. 

489. Does not that very Circumstance show that it is rather injudicious to 
make it imperative that there should be Three present? 

1 think the more stringent the Rule is the better. 

490. Do 
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490 . Do you conceive that the Country Gentlemen appointed by the Lord 

Lieutenant to superintend these Establishments are of such a suspicious Cha- 
racter that less than Three cannot be trusted to go over the ordinary monthly 
Accounts ? J 

I do not mean to convey that Opinion ; that would be monstrous. 

491 . Then what is the Objection to allowing less than Three to proceed 
with Business ? 

I cannot point out how you are to get over that Difficulty ; but the Question 
is, whether, in an important Institution, where Thousands of Pounds are laid 
out annually, you ought to leave the Decision of such important Questions to 
Two Persons. I say, no matter how high their Character stands, in a public 
Institution of that Kind no Accounts of the Board should be carried without 
the Sanction of Three. 

492. When these Lunatic Asylums are intended for more Counties than One 
is there not an additional Reason that there should be a considerable Number 
of Persons responsible for each Act, in order to insure to the more distant 
Counties that full and accurate Justice shall be done to them, as well as to 
the adjacent Counties ? 

No doubt ; and there is another Thing to notice. I find a great deal of Jea- 
lousy to exist on the Part of the distant Country Gentlemen, on account of 
their own Part of the Country not being represented, as they express it, or 
getting in their due Proportion of Patients ; and I have often asked them, 
“ Why do you not attend, and represent the Claims of your Country ?” 

493. Among the Duties charged upon those local Boards, of whom Three 
are to he a Quorum, is that of inspecting the Institution ; is it necessary that 
Three should inspect it ? 

No, I do not think it is necessary ; but I think it would be best ; it is un- 
derstood that One or Two or Three may, according to their Convenience, 
inspect the Institution. 

494. Under this Rule can an Inspection regularly take place without Three 
being present ? 

They may inspect. There is an Observation Book, and they have every 
Right to note their Views, after inspecting, upon that Day. As an Act of the 
Board this would not be valid ; but that does not prohibit them from making 
Observations in the Book. 

495. Then, for the Purpose of Control or even Inspection, nothing can be 
done by the local Commissioners unless there is a Board of Three ? 

I think they could inspect. 

496. But the}' have no Control as the Result of that Inspection ? 

They could not order any particular Change without the Board being full ; 
for instance, suppose a Governor or Two found Fault with the Manager in some 
particular Respect, they could not go and pass a Resolution remarking upon it, 
but they could strongly remark upon it in the Book, and call a Meeting of the 
Board to entertain any Question so arising, and to act accordingly. In all 
public Boards and Hospitals this is the Habit. 

497. Is there not in the Hospital Acts, both for County Infirmaries and 
bever Hospitals, and also in respect to the Boards of Superintendence ap- 
pointed for the Gaols in Ireland, a Quorum uniformly fixed for carrying on 
the Business ? 

Always. 

498. Those Establishments being for separate Counties only, does not the 
■Necessity of having a Quorum for the Performance of the Business become 
greater where the Establishment is for several Comities ? 

t j C /^ ec % 5 ail d in none more so, I think, than the very District in which my 
L<ord Clancarty resides. 

ticula ' ^° U S ^ e you think it is especially necessary in that par- 

Because it is so extensive, with a Population of above a Million and a Half. 
District " 6 ^ nearly from Ballinasloe to some Parts of the 

(193.2.) H 500. You 
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500. You say that a Meeting could be called, if any thing was seen to be 
wrong by a Governor who inspected the Establishment ; but how could he 
call it ? 

He could state first on the Book the Complaint he had to make, and he 
could then head the Requisition, stating that such and such was the Object 
and sign his Name to it, and send that to the Manager, then the proper 
Officer would send it to the next Governor, and so on, to get a sufficient 
Number to sign the Requisition. 



501. Have you not known Cases in which Meetings have been called even 
without any additional Authority beyond the One Individual calling it? 

Certainly. 

502. Are you not aware that there is in these general Rules one that pre- 
cludes the calling of Meetings except by Two or Three Governors ? 

Yes ; and that is very necessary, because One Man might be a fidgetty 
uneasy Kind of Man, and might take up a Thing in a wrong Light ; whereas a 
Second Person would take a more judicious View of the Circumstances. If 
both concur, there is a probable Foundation for calling a Meeting. 



503. Is there any local Establishment to which your Attention has not been 
as yet pointed by the Examination before this Committee ? 

Yes ; there are the Cells in the House of Industry in Dublin. 



504. Have you any Report upon the Subject of that Establishment ? 

Here is a Report, which is contained in the Parliamentary Papers ; it is the 

Report on Prisons. This is a Report drawn up by Major Palmer. In the 
House of Industry there are 103 Cells, Three Day-rooms, and Three Yards. 

505. How many Lunatics ? 

There are about 100. 

506. What is the Size of those Yards ? 

They are very limited in Size, and the Cells are very small. The Corridors 
open out into the Yard, are very badly ventilated, very narrow, and very con- 
fined. The Day-rooms very bad. The Lord Chancellor, on inspecting it with 
me, found some of those under Restraint sitting strapped to Chairs, which 
were very inconvenient and very narrow. Such Patients appeared to be 
extremely uncomfortable. Altogether I think that Institution should be dis- 
continued. It contains some of the worst Cases of Idiots and incurable 
Insanity. I do not think there are Ten curable Cases in the whole Number. 



507- Is there any Mode of employing them ? 

No. 

508. Do you consider that Employment is as necessary in incurable as in 
curable Cases? 

Decidedly. 

509- Is there adequate Means of giving them Air and Exercise ? 

There are no proper airing Grounds ; there are only those Yards already 
mentioned- 

510. Is there any adequate Mode of classifying them ? 

There has been an Attempt made at classifying them, but it is very 
imperfect ; in fact the epileptic, the violent, and the quiet are all in One Room. 
When there is much Violence an Attempt at a Change is made, but the whole 
Management is very bad. 

511. Under -what System of Government is this Establishment? 

There is a Male Keeper and a Female Keeper, with Attendants under them ; 
there are Two Male and Two Female Keepers under the Head Keeper, and 
a Matron, and there is a Governor over the entire, both over the Island Bridge 
and over this Department of the House of Industry— Mr. Allen, who is also 
Governor of the Hospitals, for all the great Government Hospitals are in this 
very Locality. There is the Richmond Surgical Plospital, the Whitworth 
Fever Hospital, Claremont Hospital, and the Lunatic Branches of the old 
House of Industry and Island Bridge, are all superintended by that Governor. 

512. How 
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512. How is it supported ? 

The Lunatics are supported by the Poor Law Rate. 

513. Do the Guardians exercise any Supervision ? 

They have the Power of visiting, but I do not know whether they do visit. 

514. Is there any Registry kept of the Visits or Observations ? 

I saw none. Here M a Minute drawn up by the Lord Chancellor upon the 
bubject of the Lunatic Asylum at Island Bridge : “ The Day Statement Book 
was not there, as it had been sent to the Governor, although that Book ought 
always to be on the Spot for Inspection. The Management appears to be left 
m too great a Degree to the Superintendent, the Governor not attending regu- 
lariy It would appear to be desirable that, with few Exceptions, he should 
attend there daily. There are about 250 Patients ; but there is no Apothecary’s 
Shop and they have to send for their Medicines to the other Establishment, 
about Two Miles off. The Physician attends but Twice a Week and the 
Surgeon (who it was stated does not consider himself bound to attend) attended 
on the 1st of December and on tbe 4th of February, and on no other Davs 
between the 1st of December and this Day. It appears to me that the 
Asylum ought to be visited every Day by a Medical Man.” 

515. Have you any similar Memorandum with reference to the House of 
Industry ? 

None ; except what I have stated with respect to the House of Industry 
Cells, that they are totally unfit for their present Use, and objectionable, from 
the want of Ventilation, and of proper airing Grounds and Employment. 

516. In your Report you state that the Connaught District Asylum was 

very damp ; will you state to the Committee what your Opinion of the Asylum 
is m that respect ? J 

^P™ on ^ one -^ >ar ^ °f the Asylum was, that it was very damp ; it was 
very bad Weather, certainly, when I visited it, but I found it very damp, and 
the Mode of heating it I found to be very imperfect. I found that it was Turf 
that was used and Turf is not a good Fuel for a large Establishment, such as a 
radiated Establishment like that. It diffuses the Heat only to a very partial 
kxtent, and is not capable, like Coal, of communicating Heat to a Distance. I 
suggested that proper Furnaces with Flues, such as they have in the Clonmel. 
Asyium and m some of the Gaols, would be desirable. Whether it was owing 
to the Weather, or whether it was owing to the Stone of which the House was 
hunt, the Damp was most conspicuous ; but this, I think, would be remedied 
to a considerable Extent by a proper System of Stoves and Flues. 

The Witness is directed to withdraw. 



Prdered, That this Committee be adjourned till Monday next, 
at Twelve o’Clock. 



(193.S.) 



H 2 



F. White, Esq., 
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Die Lunce, 24 ° Julii 1843 . 



The LORD MONTEAGLE OF BRANDON in the Chair. 



DENIS PHELAN Esquire is called in, and examined as follows : 

517- YOU are a Native of Ireland? 

I am. 

518. You have long resided in that Country ? 

Always, except while obtaining some Medical Education in London. 

519- You are a Medical Man? 

Yes ; I am a Member of the London College of Surgeons. I am a Licentiate 
of the Dublin Corporation of Apothecaries, and I am a Midwifery Practitioner 
of the Dublin (Britain Street) Lying-in-Hospital. 

520. Has your Attention been called to the State of the public and 
charitable Establishments for the Belief of Distress in Ireland ? 

Very much for many Years, both as a Member of Society and as a 
Medical Man. 

521. Where have you resided chiefly ? 

I have resided in the County of Tipperary the last Twenty-eight Years; 
for Twenty-six Years in the Town of Clonmel, until 1838, when I left it. 

522. Are there not at Clonmel several Establishments for the Relief of 
Distress ? 

There are. 

523. Were you at all connected with the Management of any of those ? 

I was with every one of them, I believe. 

524. Will you state what the Nature of those Charities was, and what was 
your Connexion with them ? 

I was Surgeon to the County Gaol for several Years ; I was Surgeon to the 
House of Industry previous to the passing of the Poor Law Act ; that was a 
House of Industry which contained Two Classes, infirm Persons and Lunatics. 
1 was also one of the Governors of the Fever Hospital and Dispensary; I 
L ac ^7 e * n Management of it, and I was one of the acting Managers of 

a Mendicity Institution. 

525. When you speak of Lunatic Establishments, as connected with the 
ormer House of Industry at Clonmel, do you allude to any of the Distiict Asy- 
ums as now established, or one of the Lunatic Asylums previously existing ? 

1 oq 6 ^ ose previously existing. Up to the Period that I speak of, up to 
f > w a ^ Lunatic Asylums in Ireland had been built, except those 

oi Waterford, and Tipperary ; and the Lunatic Institution I was Surgeon to 
ceased to exist as such in 1834 or 1835, when the District Asylum of the 
ounty of Tipperary was opened. I am a Governor of the District Asylum for 
tUe County of Tipperary at present. 

526. The Governors of the District Asylums were appointed by the Lord 

Hieutenant in Council? 

They were, I believe. 

527. Was it from the Lord Lieutenant in Council that you received your 

Appointment ? 

It was. 

(193.3.) U 3 528. Was 
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528. Was the Change made by the mere Conversion of the old EstaW L 

ments into District Lunatic Asylums, or were there additional Building * 
vided ? ® P ro ' 

There was a new Building provided. 

529. How long did you act as one of the local Governors of the District 

Lunatic Asylum ? lct 

Not long ; it was not long previous to my becoming an Asssistant Poor Law 
Commissioner, and leaving Clonmel, that I was appointed a Governor • hut I 
was frequently in the habit of visiting that Institution, and I know its Proceed 
ings very well. 

530. In wlmt Year were you appointed Assistant Poor Law Commissioner? 

In October 1838. 

531. In performing your Duties as Assistant Poor Law Commissioner what 
Parts of Ireland did you visit ? 

Every County in Ireland, and almost every Part of every County. I super- 
intended Two Districts ; each District is about the Tenth Part of Ireland.^ I 
superintended one District first, my original District, and next I superintended 
the Limerick District ; those compose about Two Tenths of Ireland. That 
was as Assistant Commissioner, forming and superintending Poor Law Unions 
and Workhouse Arrangements. During that Period I had an Opportunity of 
seeing the State of the Lunatics in the Workhouses, and being acquainted with 
the State of the Lunatic Poor generally, my Attention having been previously 
turned to the _ Subject. I then, as Assistant Commissioner inspecting the 
Medical Charities, visited every County in Ireland ; inspected the District not 
officially, but as Matter of professional Curiosity. In this Manner I visited every 
Lunatic Asylum in Ireland, except that at Waterford. 

532. In performing your Duties as Poor Law Commissioner did you visit 
all the Workhouses which were built or in progress ? 

I did, the greater Number; and officially I superintended a considerable 
Number. I inspected, under an Order from the Poor Law Commissioners, a 
still more considerable Number, and my Attention was then particularly 
turned to the State of the Lunatics in those Institutions. 

533. Therefore are the Committee warranted in concluding that the whole 

i y? ur Life has familiarized you with the State of the Medical Charities, 
the local Prisons, the Lunatic Asylums, and the existing Workhouses in 
Ireland ? ° 

I have devoted a great deal of Attention to them. Having been Surgeon to 
one Lunatic Asylum, and having held the County Gaol, and often visited 
several other public Institutions previously, I was induced, in 1835, to publish 
the Result of such Information as I had obtained on the Subject, and I have 
beiore me a Copy of that W ork. Having corresponded with the Medical Officers 
and moral Governors of all the Lunatic Asylums in Ireland, and with several in 
England, and having seen several of them also, I published the Result of my 

lews at that Period. Since, I have been in communication with Persons con- 
nected. with Lunatic Asylums, have been making Inquiries respecting them, and 
inspecting Medical Charities, both officially and otherwise ; I believe there is no 
Riass ol public Institutions in Ireland that I may not fairly say my Attention 
has been especially directed to. 

o34. In the Interval which has elapsed since the Publication of this Book, 
liaye you been able, by personal Observation and Communication with others, 
to test the Accuracy of your first Statements so as to correct them if you fell 
mto Rrror or Misapprehension, and to stand confirmed in the Opinions which 
you formed that have stood the Test of Experience ? 

1 have had very ample Opportunities of doing so. 

53 .?* Kn ° wled g e of tlle Prisons of Ireland are you euabled to 

say that the Number of Inmates in those Prisons is a constant Number, or 
\yliether it !s subject to very considerable periodical Increases at or before the 
Period of the Assizes ? 

It is subject to very considerable Increases. 

536. At 
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536 . At the Period when the increased Number of Prisoners takes place are 
they, generally speaking, very crowded ? 

Frequently. 

537. Take the County of Tipperary for instance ? 

The Gaol with which I was connected was very much crowded indeed ■ hut 
it must necessarily be less crowded now, because there is a second Gaol estab- 
lished in the same County ; but applying the Question to other Prisons I 
believe that they are much crowded about Assize Time, and that the crowding 
diminishes of course after the Gaol Delivery. 



538. Is the Number of Prisoners considerably in Excess as compared with 
the Number for which the Building was originally destined and adapted ? 

That I am not enabled to say. r 



539- Have you known Two or even Three Persons confined in the same 
Cell? 

Yes, I have known Three or more ; never Two ; either One or Three or 
more; but I have known more in a Cell than the Dimensions of the Cell 
properly admitted of. 



540. From the Papers before the Committee it would appear that of late 
Years, and especially since the passing of the Act of the 1st of Victoria, the 
Number of Lunatics confined in the Gaols in Ireland has been greatly 
augmented, and that at the Period of the last Return it amounted to no fewer 
than 214, of whom Forty alone came under the Class of Criminal Lunatics ; 
does that agree with your Experience ? 

Yes; I found that a considerable Number of Lunatics were in several 
Gaols. 



541. And that an increasing Number? 

Certainly an increasing Number. Some Lunatics being taken into some of 
the Workhouses would naturally check that Increase, but I believe it is still 
an increasing Number ; in many Places I have heard the Gaol Authorities 
state the Inconvenience and Injury arising from it, and I myself, as the Surgeon 
of a Gaol, found it exceedingly inconvenient and injurious. 

542. Will you state the Result of your own Experience in the Management 
of a Prison, and what you have found to be the Consequences of the Com- 
mitment of Lunatics to Prisons ? 

I can conceive nothing more injurious to a Lunatic, respecting whose 
Recovery there is any Probability, than his being sent to a Gaol ; it is in my 
Opinion the Place which affords the least Chance of his being cured ; there is 
no Machinery for the moral Management of Lunatics in a Gaol, and it is very 
difficult for the Medical Attendant (I know it from sad Experience myself) to 
do his Duty by them ; then Lunatics interfere very much with the proper 
Administration of the Business of the Gaol, by the Excitement produced by 
the Lunatic, and the Interference with the ordinary Business of the Portion of 
the Gaol in which the Lunatic is placed. 

j Have you read the Reports of the Inspectors General of Prisons in 

I have. 

544. Are you aware that of late Years this System of committing Lunatics 
o Gaol has been made the Subject of special Note and Complaint ? 

, ^5* the Sixteenth Report, in the Year 1837, the Number of Lunatics in 
to b ? a °ls ^ ^ la *' ^ er ‘ 0 d Is stated. Will you state what the Number appears 

Thirty-six. 

546. Will you state the Places from whence committed ? 

_ avan, Two ; Galway, Two ; Kerry, Four; Kildare, Three ; Leitrim, Two ; 
Thirty ', ^ W0 * Nineteen ; and Westmeath, Two ; making a Total of 

. (193.3.) H 4 547. Will 
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547- Will you state the Number in the Gaols at this Moment and h 
many of those Criminal Lunatics have been committed without anvVwn. ° W 
without any Sentence ? or 

The total Number is 214 ; and the Number charged with or convicted f 
Offences Forty. 0 

548. Are there any moral Attendants or any experienced Superintendents 
provided in those Prisons for the Management of the Insane ? 

I have never known of any ; I believe there are none. There may be some 
slight Effort on the Part of the Governor to employ one of the best Prisoners 
or some very ineffective Attendance of that Kind ; but I am sure it is very 
ineffectual. 

549. You allude to mere casual Attendance which may be procured ; is there 

any Attendance which you, as a Medical Man experienced in the Management 
of Insane Institutions, could rely upon for the Purposes of Cure ? * ° 

There is 110 Reliance whatever to be placed upon it. 

550. Do you consider that Employment, Classification, Air, and Exercise 
are Portions of the due Management of Lunatics in a Lunatic Asylum ? 

They are absolutely necessary, and Amusement also. 

551. Is there any Possibility of applying any of those Remedies which you 
consider to be necessary within Prisons ? 

A Gaol is the Place where I should least expect it possible that any of 
those could be applied ; in point of fact they cannot be applied in a Gaol. 

552. Have you found any Inconveniences arising to the Discipline of the 
Prison from the Limatics confined in it ? 

Yes, considerable Inconvenience I have myself personally found. 

553. Is it possible to carry into effect the Provisions of the Gaol Act with 
respect to Classification in a Prison if there are several Lunatics confined in the 
Gaol? 

It is impossible. While Surgeon of the Tipperary Gaol I had several 
Lunatics in the Hospital of that Establishment ; I was obliged to put them into 
the Hospital, of course interfering with the Recovery of the Patients. In that 
and other Prisons Five or Six Prisoners have been brought from different 
Classes to restrain and remain with the Lunatic ; this occasions other Incon- 
veniences, for instance, the Danger that these Prisoners would escape. The 
Governor has been sometimes obliged to put a Guard outside to prevent the 
very Prisoners that were put to superintend the Lunatic from escaping ; many 
other Inconveniences have occurred. 

554. Have you visited any of the Lunatic Asylums which formerly existed 
in many Places, and still continued to exist in some Measure under the Name 
of Lunatic Asylums ? 

I have. 

555. There was one at Clonmel, was there not, connected with the Clonmel 
House of Industry ? 

There was. 

556. Was there one at Waterford also ? 

There was. 

55 7. And in Limerick ? 

One in Limerick; also One in Wexford, One in Kilkenny, One in 
and One at Lifford. I should mention that the Cork Lunatic Asylum still 
continues, not as a District Asylum, which it never was, but as a County and 
City Asylum. 

558. But the Cork Asylum is a very large Establishment, and partakes 
rather of the Character of a District Asylum than one of those small local 
Asylums ? 

it does. It is one sui generis ; it is neither a District Asylum, nor is it one 
of the local Asylums referred to. 

559- . What was the Description of Building in most of those Cases to which 
you have referred ? , 

The Clonmel House of Industry was built specially for the Purpose^ 
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receiving Paupers and Lunatics, and a Portion of it was as well adapted for 
the Purpose of receiving Lunatics as such Buildings were at that Time 
With that Exception all the other Institutions of that Kind that I saw were 
very ill adapted for the Reception of Lunatics, and the Treatment of Lunatics • 
they were Portions of old Buildings ; some of them irregularly and badly built’ 
and such as would not be built for the Purpose at present. 

560. Was the Management of the Insane in those Establishments, excluding 
for the present the Asylum in Clonmel, which was rather an Exception than 
the Rule, a satisfactory System of Management, or at all analogous to that in 
the improved Asylums ? 

The Circumstances did not admit of the same improved and enlarged 
excellent System that is now carried out ; but after a good deal of Communi- 
cation with them, and observing them very much, I was glad to find how much 
was done under Circumstances where I should not have expected so much. I 
should say that at Ennis, Clonmel, and Waterford they were doing very fairly ; 
I am not so well acquainted with the Lifford one ; I think those Institutions’ 
were well managed. 

561. Were the architectural Arrangements such as to admit of proper 
Classification ? 

No, in none of them. 

562. Were all of those Establishments rather supplementary to other Estab- 
lishments of a charitable Description than Establishments primarily intended for 
Lunatics ? 

Yes, they were supplemental to Houses of Industry for the Reception of 
poor Persons and of Prostitutes. 

563. Do you consider that 'the annexing Lunatic Asylums to those Houses 
for the Reception of Vagrants and Prostitutes and infirm poor People has been 
found advantageous ? 

I should think not, but the contrary I should say has been the Case. 

564. In those Establishments to which you have adverted, was there an 
adequate System of moral Superintendence and Government provided ? 

There was not ; there was some applied, but not adequate. 

565. Was the Consequence of the Imperfection in the architectural and 
internal Arrangements in those Asylums the Necessity of using a greater 
Degree of Restraint and Force and Seclusion than is adopted in the improved 
Asylums ? 

Certainly. 

566. More Use of the Strait Waistcoat and the Strap ? 

More Use of Restraints of various Kinds. 

567- When you recollect those Institutions first, were not those Restraints 
very commonly practised ? 

Very much indeed. 

568. And the Use of Chains ? 

Yes. Latterly, in the Institution with which I was officially connected, after 
I became Surgeon of it, I induced the moral Governor to give up Restraints as 
much as possible, but occasionally the State of the Institution was such that 
it was necessary to use them. In better Institutions, such as the District 
Asylum at Clonmel and other Places, it is now rarely although occasionally 
necessary. 

569. In one of the Reports before the Committee it appears that not above 
fwo per Cent, of the whole Number of Lunatics confined in the District 
Asylums are subject to Restraint ; would that consist with your general 

Experience ? 

I think so ; I have been at several of them where there was not a single 
Individual under Restraint when I visited. 

570. In those small local Establishments which you have described, more 
especially those that were not of an improved Character like that of Cork and 

you have no doubt that much more Restraint was necessary ? 

lhat was the Result of the Information I obtained, and I know it must have 
been the Case. 
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571. Do you not think that the gentler and less coercive the Mode of 
Treatment is the more it must tend to the Cure of the Malady as well as to th 
Happiness of the Patient ? 

Certainly ; I think it is one of the great Secrets for the Cure of the Maladv • 
without it there can be very little Prospect of curing the Person. ^ ’ 

572. You have stated that you have visited all the District Lunatic Asylums 

that were built under the Direction of the Government upon Plans adopted 
by the Government ? F 

Yes ; they were new Lunatic Asylums built under the Direction of the 
Lord Lieutenant and a Board of Commissioners. 

573. Generally speaking, the Plans arc founded upon one' Principle, are they 

not, the radiating Plan ? - * j 

They are. 

574. Have yon ever visited the Asylum at Glasgow ? 

No, I have not. 

5 75. You have before you a Plan of the Lunatic Asylum of Glasgow. ( The 
same being shown to the Witness.) Is not that somewhat upon the same 
Principle with the District Lunatic Asylums of Ireland, consisting of a central 
House for the Governor and Officers, and radiating Buildings for the Use 
of the Patients ? 

To a considerable Extent it is. 

576. The Plans and architectural Arrangements of those Buildings are 
greatly superior to any thing that was before introduced for Lunatics in 
Ireland ? 

Greatly. 

5 77. There is a considerable Portion of Ground annexed to each of them? 

Yes ; from Ten to Fifteen or Twenty Irish Acres. 

578. What is your Opinion of the moral Superintendence which is provided 
at those District Asylums ? 

It is very good, I think. 

579- Is there an adequate Number of experienced Officers ? 

Wherever I went, I thought there was. 

580. Can you state to the Committee what arc the several Districts, and the 
Population contained in each of those Districts as appearing by the last 
Census ? 

I can. I am furnished with a Paper containing a Statement of the District 
Asylums, and the Counties and Population of each; the Number of Patients 
for each County; the total Number of Admissions, and the total Number 
discharged ; the average Number of Patients, and the total Expense per Head ; 
also a Statement of the Expenses of the different District Asylums given 
under different Heads. 

The same is delivered in, and is as follows : 



District Asylum. 


Counties, &c. and Population. 


Number 

of 

Patients 
for each 
County. 


Total 
Population 
of each 
District. 


Total 

Admis- 

sions. 


Dis- 

charged 


A verage 
N umber 
of 

Patients, 

1842. 


Counties, &c. 


Population 
of each. 


Armagh 


Cavan 


232,393 


51 












Monaghan - 


200,442 


31 












Fermanagh - 


156,481 


20 




1,267 


556 


122 




Cavan 


243,158 


19 


















832,474 








Belfast 


Antrim 


276,188 


118 












Belfast Town - 


75,308 














Down - 


361,446 


132 




1,366 


716 


249 




Carrickfergus 


9,379 


2 


















722,321 









Total Expenses, 
and 

Expenses per 
Head. 



2,163 8 2 
17 14 ^ 



3,720 18 9 
14 18 4 
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Counties, &c. and Population. 


Number 


District Asylum. 


Counties, See. 


Population 


Patients 
for each 




of each. 


County. 


Carlow 


Carlow 


86,228 


4-0 




Kildare 


114,4-88 


52 




Wexford 


202,033 


39 




Kilkenny Coy 


183,349 


23 




Kilkenny City 


19,071 


10 


Clonmel 


Tipperary 


435,553 


100 


Connaught - 


Galway Town 


17,275 


13 




Galway County 


4-22,923 


71 




Mayo 


388,887 


72 




Roscommon - 


253,589 


4-9 




Leitrim 


155,297 


33 




Sligo - 


181,002 


4-4 


Limerick 


Limerick Coy 


281,638 


101 




Limerick City 


48,391 


29 




Clare - 


286,394 


115 




Kerry - 


293,880 


102 


Londonderry 


Londonderry - 


222,174 


67 




Donegal 


296,4-4-8 


84- 




Tyrone 


312,956 


60 


Maryborough 


King’s County 


146,857 


47 




Queen’s County 


153,930 


51 




Westmeath 


141,300 


46 




Longford 


115,491 


23 


Richmond 


Dublin City - 


232,726 


159 




Dublin County 


14-0,047 


47 




Meatb 


183,828 


29§ 




Wicklow 


126,143 


2 5| 




Louth - 


111,979 


23 




Drogheda 


16,261 


5 


Waterford - 


County of l 
Waterford J 


172,971 


77 




CityofWater- \ 
ford - / 


23,216 


38 


Cork 


Cork County - 


773,398 


297 




Cork City 


80,720 


133 












Total 
Population 
of each 
District. 


Total 

Admis- 


Dis- 

charged 

cured. 


Average 

Number 

of 

Patients, 

1842. 


Total Expenses, 
and 

Expenses per 
Head. 










£ s. d. 


605,169 


532 


257 


168 


2,388 19 1 
14 4 4 


435,553 


403 


24-0 


103 


1,868 10 8 
18 2 9 


1,418,973 


984 


366 


271 


3,4-87 13 8 
12 13 81 


910,303 


1,594 


867 


352 


4,921 1 11 
13 19 7 


831,578 


1,230 


576 


211 


3,1 26 3 9 
14 16 3 


557,578 


523 


237 


167 


2,719 4 4 
16 5 7 


810,984 


1,215 


607 


290 


4,867 2 4 
16 15 7 


196,187 


395 


155 


115 


' 

2,172 13 1 
18 17 10 


854,118 


3,139 


1,707 


423 


5,014 19 6 
It 17 1 



Expenses of District Asylums. 



— 


Total 

Cost per Head, 
calculated 
from Average 
j Number. 


Expense 
per Head 

Clothing. 


Expense 
per Head 

Salaries. 


Cost 

per Head 
Food 

per Annum. 


Cost 

per Week. 


Cost 

per 

Diem. 


Average 
Number of 
Patients. 


Cavan - 


£ 


s. 


d, \ 


£ 


s. 


d. 


£ 


s. 


d. 


£ 


s. 


d. 


S. 


d. 


d. 






17 


14 


7*4 


1 


11 


7 


4 


11 


8*4 


6 


16 


5 Tcf? 


2 


7*f 


4f 


122 


Belfast 


14 


18 


4 


1 


3 


2 


2 


13 


2* 


6 


10 


2 


2 


6 


4*- , 


249-44 


Carlow 


14 


4 


4g. 


0 


19 


4 


4 


0 


5 


6 


11 


10* 


2 


6* 


4J- 


168 


Clonmel 


18 


2 


9 






_ 


6 


1 


9-i- 


5 


15 


1 


2 


2* 


3-H 


103 


Connaught 


13 


1 


10J 


0 19 


H 


2 


6 


ll 


6 


19 


5 


2 


8* 


4A 


271 


Limerick 


13 


19 




0 


12 


7 


2 


11 


5 


7 


8 


3 


2 


10 


4f 


352 


Londonderry - 


14 


16 


3 


1 


1 


11 


2 


18 


9 


6 


4 


10 


2 


4 


4 


211 


Maryborough - 


15 


19 


3 


0 


15 


10 


3 


16 


5 


7 


3 


5 


2 


9 


4f 


167 


Richmond 


16 


5 


7 


I 


1 


6 


3 


18 


10 


7 


11 




2 


11 


5 


290 


Waterford 


18 


17 


10 


1 


0 


3 


5 


3 


11 


8 


10 


4 


3 


2 


5 


115 


Cork 


11 


17 


1 


1 


3 


3 


1 


17 


11 


5 


17 


2 


2 


3 


3* 


423 
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581. Do you consider that those Districts are any of them too great for One 
Lunatic Asylum ? 

I think some of them are. 



582. It appears that the Clonmel Asylum is provided for the Population of 
the County of Tipperary, amounting to 435,555, and that the Connaught 
Asylum is provided for a Population of 1,418,900 ; do you consider that the 
Connaught Asylum is adequate to the whole Province of Connaught ? 

I am sure it is not. 



583. Can you state the Distances from the extreme Points to Ballinasloe ? 

It is a very considerable Distance from Ballinasloe to the extreme End of 
Erris and to Clifton ; I should think Seventy or Eighty Miles. 



584. Can you state the Number for whose Accommodation the District 
Asylums were originally intended ? 

I can. The total Accommodation at first provided was for 1,220; since 
that Accommodation for 264 has been added, making at present Accommodation 
for 1,484. 

585. Can you state the Number at present in the District Asylums ? 

The Number on the 31st of March last was 2,028. 



586. Exceeding by how many the Number for whom Accommodation was 
originally provided ? 

Five hundred and forty-four. 

58 7. To what do you attribute this Excess between the Number of Patients 
in the Lunatic Asylums and the Number of Persons for whom they were 
originally intended ? 

To the incurable Cases remaining in the Asylums ; to there being no sufficient 
Provision for removing them when the moral and medical Management ceases 
to improve them. 



588. Does it not also arise from the Number of Idiot and Epileptic Cases 
that perhaps from the first were unsusceptible of Cure ? 

Yes, it does ; I should have included both Classes. 



589. Does that Accumulation of Numbers interfere materially with the 
Application of the curative Process in other and more recent Cases ? 

Very materially ; so much so, that the District Lunatic Asylums are now 
very inferior in point of curable Means to what might have been expected, 
and to what they are capable of under different Circumstances. 

590. Do you not consider that the Accumulations which have been rendered 
necessary in many of the Lunatic Asylums with a view to providing for this 
Class of Patients have, in fact, diminished the Efficiency of the Building itself 
in the way of Inspection, and in the way of moral Management ? 

I have been always of that Opinion, and I am more still convinced of it 
now from recent Experience. 

591. Take the Case of the Limerick Asylum, where originally the Building 
was intended for 150, and which now contains 352. Is not the additional 
Accommodation which is required procured by placing together in the same 
Dormitories a very considerable Number of Idiotic and Lunatic Patients ? 

Certainly. 

592. Is not that a System which is scarcely reconcileable with the proper 
Treatment of the Insane? 

It is. It is impossible for the Master and Matron to superintend so large 
an Institution in the same efficient Manner that they would a smaller Number, 
for they cannot apply themselves both to the Curables and Incurables so well 
as well as they can to a smaller Number of curable Cases. I am of opinion 
that the Attention of the Master and Matron and that of the Officers of such 
Institutions should be applied exclusively to the probably curable Cases. 

593. If by the Increase of the Number of incurable Cases the Accommoda 
tion for Cases of another Description, namely, the more recent and cura 
Cases, be greatly diminished, is not the Chance of affording Relief in those 
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curable Cases greatly diminished by the Postponement of the Application of 
the proper Remedies ? 

It is diminished in the Ratio of the Time. Every Day that a Lunatic is 
kept out of the Asylum the Chances of ultimate Cure are diminished. 

594. And therefore, if ultimately a curable Patient is rendered incurable, 
and his Support and Maintenance in that incurable State is ultimately thrown 
upon the Public, that Increase of Charge so produced is the Consequence of 
the Postponement of a Remedy, which, if timely administered, would have been 
complete ? 

Certainly ; the Community suffers much more by the Individual being kept 
out of the Asylum than if he had been taken in early. 1 

595. Does your Experience enable you to state to the Committee that not 
only is this Mischief produced to the Public, but that great Calamity and great 
Suffering is entailed both upon the Lunatic himself and upon his Relations and 
Friends ? 

It is almost impossible, except for a Person that has seen as much as I have 
of such Cases, to describe the Injury inflicted upon individual Families by the 
Detention of the Lunatic in the Family. When I heard of such Cases in the 
County of Tipperary, whilst I was Surgeon to the Lunatic Asylum, I have 
occasionally gone to see them when we had not Room for them in the Asylum, 
and the State in which I found them was the most heart-rending that could be, 
and such as would certainly prevent any Tendency to a Cure. 

596. So long back as the Year 1817, in Evidence given by a Member of the 
House of Commons before a Select Committee, it was stated, “there is nothing 
so shocking as Madness in the Cabin of the Irish Peasant, where the Man is out 
labouring in the Fields for his Bread, and the Care of the Woman of the 
House is scarcely sufficient for the Attendance on the Children. When a 
strong young Man or Woman gets the Complaint the only Way they have to 
manage is by making a Hole in the Floor of the Cabin not high enough for the 
Person to stand up in, with a Crib over it to prevent his getting up ; the Hole 
is about Five Feet deep, and they give this wretched Being his Food there, and 
there he generally dies. Of all human Calamity I know of none equal to this 
in the Country Parts of Ireland which I am acquainted with.” Have you 
known Cases of very great Suffering and great Abuse which, without being 
precisely of the Character described in the Evidence referred to, are analogous 
to it? 

I have known Cases analogous to it ; since I became an Assistant Com- 
missioner even I have seen Cases analogous to it. 

597. Do you not consider that due Employment, with reference particularly 
to Pauper Lunatics, is of essential Advantage towards Recovery ? 

Quite essential. 

598. Of course where Lunatics are confined in Gaols or Workhouses that 
can hardly be provided ? 

It cannot to a sufficient Extent. 

599- Is there not Land attached to many of the Workhouses ? 

There is. 

600. Do you conceive it to be practicable or desirable to employ the Lunatics 
upon Land attached to the Workhouses, which Land is necessarily required for 
the other Purposes of the Establishment ? 

I think it is scarcely practicable to employ Lunatics on the Land connected 
with Workhouses, inasmuch as it would interfere with the other, the sane 
Paupers. If they be kept in Classes, it would be impossible. The Land con- 
nected with the Workhouses is little enough, if not too little, to give Employ- 
umnt to the Paupers able to work, to the Women and Boys and Girls, and old 
Hen. If you bring Lunatics and mix them with these it would interfere with 
the Classification. In a Word, I think it is difficult to put Lunatics to work on 
such Land as we have connected with the Workhouses. 

60 1. Is there any Provision made in the District Lunatic Asylums of Ireland 
for a Class above the Class of Paupers, namely, the Class of Individuals who 
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602. In Principle, therefore, the Act is strictly confined to Pauper Patients ? 

Yes. 

603. Observing the small Number of private Lunatic Asylums in Ireland 
and the very limited additional Accommodation which is given in Swift’s Hos- 
pital, and in others which appear to be founded in part upon the Principle of 
Payment, is it your Opinion that there are a considerable Class of very dis- 
tressing Cases of the Character described which arc now unprovided for ? 3 

I am sure of it, from Experience. 

604. Do you think that amongst that Class there are many who would he 
ready to pay such a reasonable Sum as would indemnify the Public for the 
Expense and Inconvenience attending the Reception of their Lunatic Friends 
or Relatives ? 

I have no doubt that many would wish to send their Friends to District 
Lunatic Asylums, and to pay moderately for them, in proportion as they could 
afford; and that, further, they would not expect any better Treatment in point 
of Diet or Clothing than is usually given iu those Establishments. 

605. You allude to the Class of better Farmers, and small Tradesmen and 
Shopkeepers ? 

606. Do you think it would be possible to introduce a paying Class of that 
Description, and yet to preserve a perfectly just System of Management towards 
the Pauper Inmates of the Establishment ? 

I believe it to be quite possible. 

607- How would you propose to realize such a Result ? 

First I assume that the incurable Cases would be removed from the Asylums, 
aud that there would be Room then not only for all the probably curable 
Pauper Cases that "were sent, but there would be some spare Room for Pay 
Cases. I see no Necessity for separating such Pay Patients from the Paupers. 
They are all well clothed, and are all decently kept, and I see no Reason why 
they might not be put with others of that Class. 

60S. Would you think it essential, in case of the Establishment of such a 
Principle, that there should be an express Provision made by which no Superin- 
tendent, Physician, or other Officer of the Establishment should have any 
special pecuniary Interest in the Management of those Patients of a higher 
Class ? 

Decidedly ; that should be fully understood, and rigidly carried out. The 
Society of Friends have a Lunatic Asylum called the “ Retreat,” and in that, 
as well as in their Schools, a System prevails which perhaps your Lordships 
may wish to have brought before you ; some are sent to them as Paupers, the 
great Majority pay, but the Master of the School or of the Asylum that 
admits them does not know who pays, and who docs not; it is not known, in 
tact., who pays ; it is managed by a Committee. I am not sure that the Gover- 
nors of Lunatic Asylums could manage that, but I mention it to show how a 
iJody of Persons, possessing very considerable Judgment in the Management of 
public Institutions, manage it. 

609. Are not the Public largely indebted throughout Ireland to the Assis- 
tance of Members of the Society of Friends in the Management of various 
public Institutions ? 

More than to any others. For Thirty Years I have had personal Experience 
ot the great Value of their Assistance. 

610. And that not limiting the Observation to Clonmel, but extending it to 
other Parts of Ireland ? 

. Yes .? 1 kuew at New Ross, and in Limerick, Dublin, Waterford, and 

m various other Places. _ With respect to Pay Patients, I have endeavoured 
P 1 Chapter on Lunatic Asylums in my Book to give some View of the 
Subject ; it was forced upon me by knowing several Individuals who wished 
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to send their Friends to our Lunatic Asylum, and who could not gain an 
Admission for them because they were known to be above the Class of 
Paupers. 

611. You have already stated that the great Difficulties connected with the 
Management of the District Asylums are mainly attributable to the Increase 
of the Number of incurable Patients ; can you show that by reference to the 
State of Belfast? 

I find the following Extracts in my Work from the Report of the Inspectors 
General of Prisons; It is stated it is much crowded from the Accumu- 
lation of incurable Cases;” in reference to the Londonderry Asylum it is 
stated, “ it is much to be regretted that the present Accommodation is not 
sufficient for the Wants of the Province in Limerick the Manager, Mr. Jack- 
son, states, that “ though we have been enabled to afford Accommodation to 
nearly Fifty more than the Number for which the House was originally 
intended, yet we find it inadequate to the Wants of the District, chiefly 
because of the progressively increasing Number of Incurables, an Evil by 
which our Sphere of Usefulness is much circumscribed, and which often obliges 
us, however reluctantly, to refuse Admission to Applicants who, could they 
be received, would most probably be cured, but are now, under these painful 
Circumstances of Exclusion, compelled to remain at home under the Care 
of Persons who for the most part are ignorant of the Mode of treating them, 
and generally inflict such Usage as strengthens the Disorder and diminishes 
the Chance of Recovery when Vacancies for their Reception occur in the 
Asylum.” 

612. Can you state what was the Proportion between curable and incurable 
Lunatics in the District and other Asylums at the End of the Year 1834? 

There were only 624 curable Cases, and 1,824 were reported to be 
incurable. 



613. Do you consider that if the present Asylums were relieved from the 
incurable Cases the Accommodation which they contain, supposing an 
additional Asylum to be built for Connaught, would be adequate for the 
Management of the curable Cases ? 

I am of opinion that it would. Mr. Jackson, the Manager of the Armagh 
Asylum, in a Communication to me in 1835, says, “we felt the serious 
J Inconvenience of being obliged to admit chronic (incurable) Cases, and, I may 
say, have never been able finally to overcome the Difficulty that the receiving 
of a large Number from the Gaols caused on the first Opening of the Asylum. 
It strikes me that these Institutions are not adequate at present to relieve all 
the Lunatic Poor ; that they are equal to meet all curable and violent Cases 
I have no doubt, provided they were relieved of their present Incurables, 
which would be of great Advantage and public Convenience.” 



614. Had you had any Communication from the District Asylum of Carlow 
to the same Effect ? 

I had. The Physician of it informed me, “ Our House is now filled by old 
established confirmed Cases, in which neither moral nor medical Management 
can effect a Restoration to Reason. I think great and important Alterations 
ought to be made in these Institutions, and that a Class of Patients should alone 
be admitted that are capable of Cure.” 

615. Do those Opinions agree with your own ? 

Perfectly ; and my subsequent Experience has only strengthened them. 

616. You have stated that in your Discharge of your Duties as Assistant 

ommissioner you have visited the Union Workhouses in Ireland? 

A very considerable Number of them. 



6l/. Can you state how many Union Workhouses are already built or in 
progress of building in Ireland ? 

30 built and in progress of being built. 

618. Is there any Provision made for the insane Poor at those Workhouses? 
there is. 
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619- To what Extent is the total Number of Lunatics proposed to be 
provided for ? 

2,347, the total Number of Beds in double and single Cells, and in the 
Dormitories. 

620. Can you inform the Committee what Number of Lunatics are actually 
in the Workhouses of Ireland at the present Moment ? 

I can; it is 471 in Sixty-nine Workhouses. There are Twenty-three 
Workhouses in operation in which there are no Lunatics. According to the 
Return there arc Thirty-eight Workhouses not yet opened in May last, making 
a Total of 130 Workhouses. 

621. How many were opened? 

Ninety-two. 

622. Do the Lunatics in the Workhouses consist of the various Classes of 
Lunatics ? 

Yes, of the various Classes. 

623. Under the various Types of the Malady ? 

Certainly ; I have seen Cases of violent Mania there. I have seen Cases 
that I considered to be curable and fit for a District Asylum. I have also seen 
incurable Cases, and Epileptics and Idiots. 

624. Are the Workhouses generally built upon the same architectural 
Principle and under the same architectural Arrangements ? 

They are, generally. 

625. Is the Provision made for the Lunatic Poor, generally speaking, a Range 
of Cells below and some Dormitories above in a Building separate from the 
general Arrangements of the House ? 

In several of the larger Lunatic Asylums it is a Range of Cells below and 
Dormitories above, but in the smaller Workhouse, when the Number is under 
800, there are no Dormitories above. 

626. Are there Airing-yards connected with the Lunatic Establishments ? 
There are Yards connected with each, one for the Males and one for the 

Females. 

627. Are those Yards of any considerable Size? 

They are of tolerable Size, so as to enable them to walk about and take* 
Exercise. 

628. Are the Arrangements made such as to admit of due Classification or 
Employment ? 

Neither the one nor the other. 

629. Or Amusement ? , 

Not at all, I should say, unless they were taken into the Ground along with 

the Paupers. 

630. From the Papers before the Committee it appears that in most Cases 

the Attendants upon the Lunatics are selected from amongst the most respect- 
able and trustworthy of the Pauper Inmates ? , 

I believe the Master and the Guardians generally endeavour to do so, but 
consider them to be very insufficient. 

631. Do you consider that the proper Management of the Insane is a Duty 
which requires training and Experience in the Management of Lunatic Asylums. 

Certainly, and considerable Intelligence. 

632. As a Medical Man yourself, and having directed Lunatic Asylums, could 
you have any Confidence in the Application of the curative Process, or e;en 
of safe and gentle Treatment, unless you had Officers acting under you w 
had had some Experience in the Management of the Insane ? 

Certainly not. 

633. Then, as far as relates to Employment, as far as relates to the 

intendence and Management of the Officers, and as far as relates 0 ^ 
architectural Arrangements, you do not consider that Workhouses are n e 
the permanent Reception of Lunatics ? . , 

I consider that they are not ; I may observe that they were not m ^ 
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for that Purpose either; I have heard the Poor Law Commissioners say so, and Denis Phelan, 
it never was supposed that they were, except merely for the Reception of 
idiotic and harmless Cases, as it was known that there was a Surplus of such “ 4th JuIy 1843 
that were not absorbed by the District Asylums. 

634. Can they be practically applied, according to Law, for the Custody of 
the Insane ? Is there any Mode by which any Inmate of a Workhouse can be 
restrained from quitting it at any Time he thinks fit ? 

I think not. According to the Provisions of the Poor Law Relief Act for 
Ireland they can leave at Three Hours Notice. 

635. Therefore the Workhouses do not afford even safe Custody, as well as 
being entirely deficient in the Administration of a curative Process ? 

In a legal "point of view they do not. 

636. You have already stated that you had Experience of the older Estab- 
lishments in Ireland where Lunatics were kept in connexion with Houses of 
Industry or Workhouses. Was the Result of your Experience such as to 
enable you to feel any Confidence that it would be safe, or prudent, or humane 
to connect with the Workhouses Establishments for the insane Poor ? 

Certainly not, my Experience is entirely against it. 

637. In the Evidence given in the Year 1817. by Mr. Leslie Poster, in 
respect of the House of Industry or the Workhouse of Dublin, he states that 
he had seen Three and certainly Two Lunatics in One Bed in the House of 
Industry ; that he had seen not fewer than Pifty or Sixty Persons in One 
Room, of whom he believed the Majority were insane, and the rest mere 
Paupers not afflicted with Insanity ; and that he had seen in the same Room a 
Lunatic chained in a Bed, the other Half of which was occupied by a sane 
Pauper. Have you in your Visits to the various Establishments that you 
mention seen Abuses of that Character ? 

Yes, of that Character ; not to that Extent. 

638. Were the Lunatics in those Establishments separated from the sane ? 

The Lunatics if they were harmless were mixed very much with the Paupers 

in the Establishment, and did certain culinary and other Offices. 

639- Is that the Case in respect to harmless Lunatics and Idiots who may 
be in the present Workhouses ? 

It is ; and there is a great Objection to mixing them with Bovs and idle 
Persons in the Workhouses, who everlastingly torment Creatures of that Kind, 
so that they become irritable, and Injury will sometimes occur. But the 
Classification and Discipline of the Institution is impeded by it. 

640. But in dealing with the Classification must there not be a doubtful 
Class ? Are there not amongst the incurable Patients many various Types of 
the Malady, from the highest Mania down to the most harmless Idiotcy ? 

Certainly ; it is very difficult to say what Case is incurable, unless the 
Person be quite Idiotic. I have seen Cases cured that had been several Years 
considered incurable. 

641. But even in Cases which may, upon fair Experience, be considered as 
incurable, are there not Periods of the Malady in which Excesses of Phrenzy 
and Excitement occur ? 

Frequently. 

642. There would be in the Workhouses of Ireland no Mode whatever of 
dealing with those Cases of Mania consistently with the mild and humane 
Treatment of the Insane ? 

I do not think there would, unless Provision were made to an Extent not 
hitherto contemplated, and to which I do not believe the Poor Law Commis- 
sioners and Guardians would be disposed to agree. 

643. Unless, in fact, there was a Lunatic Asylum, with all its Characteristics 
of moral and medical Superintendence and Classification, added to each of the 
130 Workhouses ? 

Yes, I meant that. 

(193.3.) K 644 - Do 
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644. Do you consider that that Arrangement, waiving all other 

would be an economical one ? J s, 

No ; I consider that it would be a very expensive one ; expensive in T 
respects, immediately and prospectively. 1 

645. If the Workhouses in Ireland are to be relied upon, either under th 

existing Law or by any Alteration of the Law, as Places for the Cure of this 
Malady, is not it essential that there should be provided in each a nronp 
Superintendence for the Care and Custody of those Patients ? ^ ^ 

Certainly. 

646. What is the general Salary at which you think you could obtain for a 
small Asylum a Superintendent and a Matron qualified to take charge of the 
Insane ? 

I do not suppose that in Ireland, where Parties offer their Services on very 
moderate Terms, you could have a tolerably competent Male Superintendent 
for less than 50 /. a Year and his Diet, and a Female for less than 30/. and her 
Diet, and those would not be of the high Order that one would wish but 
they would be tolerably competent. 

647. Assuming those Salaries, and assuming the Diet and Support on the 
Establishment of the Two at 20/. a Year each, that would be 120/. a Year. 
What then would be the Cost for the Workhouses of the mere Superintendence 
of the Lunatics ? 

That would be 15,600/. a Year ; then there would be the Assistants to 
those Persons. 

648. Do you think that a Male and a Female Superintendent would be of 
themselves adequate ? 

They would not ; they would require a Male and Female Assistant. 

649- At what Expense do you think a Male and Female Assistant could be 
provided ? 

A Male say 15/. a Year, and a Female say 10/. 

650. And their Keep ? 

And their Keep. 

651. How much would that be for the whole Number? 

About 7,800/. 

652. Making a Total of how much altogether ? 

23,800/. 

653. The Accommodation for Lunatics in the Workhouses you have already 
stated is Accommodation intended for 2,347 Persons. Now, even assuming 
that those 2,347 Persons were to be provided for in a separate Establish- 
ment, are you not of opinion that an Establishment moral, medical, and 
generally administrative could be procured at a Sum very much below that 
Amount? 

I should think so. 

654. Can you inform the Committee what the Expense of Salaries and 
Servants Wages at Limerick is? 

^906 6s. 

655. What was the Number of Patients in the Limerick Asylum? 

lhree hundred and fifty. 

656. Therefore in that Establishment 350 are provided for at the Expense 
for Salaries of 900/., whereas dispersed through the Workhouses the Expense 
of Salaries for 2,300 would amount to 23,800/. ? 

Yes. 

60/. Have you turned your Attention to the best Mode of meeting the 
Difficulty which you have so clearly described arising out of the Accumulation 
of incurable Cases in the District Asylums ? 

I have considered the Subject. 

9 658 . Is 
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' 658. Is there any Remedy which has suggested itself to yon which is not Denis Phelan, E sq 
founded upon removing them from the present Asylums ? 

There are Two Means ; there is one Remedy by leaving them in the present 2ttI> Ju| y 184s - 

Asylums, and by enlarging those Asylums, that is, by enlarging the Portion ' 

which would be fit for accommodating incurable Cases, and Epileptics and 
Idiots. r v 

659. What other Remedy has suggested itself to you ? 

When I wrote that Work the Suggestion I made on much Consideration and 
Inquiry was that County or District Asylums for incurable Cases, and for 
Idiots and Epileptics, should be established, leaving the present District Asy- 
lums to be what they were originally intended for, curable Institutions ; and 
my subsequent Experience has strongly convinced me that that would be the 
better Mode. 



660. You are clearly of opinion that it would be better to remove the 
existing incurable Cases to other Asylums to be hereafter formed than to 
attempt to provide for them by the Extension of the existing District 
Asylums ? 

Certainly ; I would remove such Cases as the Medical Officers of the several 
Institutions considered totally incurable, and such as it would be safe to place 
in the new Institutions, and as would be a Bar to the Reception of recent 
Cases. 

661. Would that be adopting the System which prevails at Bethlem and 
Saint Luke’s at the present Moment, by which, after a certain Time of Proba- 
tion in the event of no Cure being effected, the Patients are removed from 
those Hospitals to other Establishments ? 

It would. I went through Bethlem Asylum the other Day, and I ascertained 
that Fact among others. I have given some Proofs of the Importance of that 
Arrangement in my Work, and several have occurred to me since. When the 
Dublin District Asylum was enabled to transfer incurable Cases from Time to 
Tune to the House of Industry, and was thus enabled to receive more recent 
Cases than they could otherwise admit, their Cures were greater in Proportion 
to the Number admitted than they have been since, or can be under altered 
Circumstances. 

662. Supposing an Establishment for Incurables, would not that Establish- 
ment require Classification according to the different Types and Appearances 
of the Malady, as well as between Males and Females ? 

It would. 



663. Therefore if incurable Wards were to be added to the existing Lunatic 
Asylums, they must, in fact, be new Lunatic Asylums founded upon Principles 
oi Classification and Arrangements of a Character analogous to those of the 
existing Asylums ? 

I think it is likely that they should re-distribute the Classifications. 

664. Have you turned your Mind to the Number of Asylums for Lunatics 
°t the incurable Classes that might be necessary in Ireland ? 

1 have considered the Subject. 



665. How many do you think would be sufficient ? 

i should think Seven or Eight would be quite sufficient. Very particular- 
Care should be taken that they were judiciously distributed, for some of the 
present Asylums are not judiciously placed ; I do not say that with a view' of 
an y Blame on the Lunatic Authorities, but we have a Right to 
b tto ^ ^ Experience. The more central for the District the Site is, the 



666. From the Papers before the Committee it appears that the total 
• x P® nse per Head of maintaining the Pauper Lunatics in the District Asylums 
s varying from 12 /. or 13/. up to between 18/. and 19/-? 

i f rom 13 ^- ls - 10ic/., which is the Minimum, to 18/. 1 7s. 10 d. which 

11/ 17s l^ imUm ’ the of a11 being 15/. 1 7s.-, the Cork Asylum being 

(193.3.) K 2 667- Do 
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Dmis Phelan, Esq. 667- Do you consider that the incurable idiotic Cases, if they were removed 

from the present Asylums, could be maintained at an Expense considerably W 

SM-tli July 1843. t j ian t j iat j s 110w requisite in the District Asylums ? 3 

I am sure they could for One Third less, and eventually probably even 
cheaper. 

668. Therefore, on the ground of Economy as well as on the ground of 
Humanity, do you consider that the Public would be benefited by such an 
Arrangement ? 

I do. 

669- Can you inform the Committee of the total Number of Lunatics which 
according to the last Return, were provided for throughout Ireland ? 

I cau. The District Lunatic Asylums had 2,068 ; in Cork there were 433 
in Gaols there were 214, in Workhouses 471, in the Kilkenny and Wexford 
local Asylums 79, in the Dublin House of Industry and at Island Bridge 329, 
and in the Grange Gorman Penitentiary 28 ; making a Total of 3,622. The 
Return in the Inspector General’s Report is not correct ; it is incorrect by the 
Omission of 343 that were in the Cork Asylum, which arc not given in the Re- 
turn, and it is incorrect by the Addition of Sixty that are in the Limerick 
Workhouse, for they have no Right to include those in one Workhouse without 
including those that are in all ; it is a mere Omission of theirs, I suppose. 

670. Is there any Reason to imagine that the Proportion of Lunatics to the 
whole Population is greater or less in Ireland than it is in England and 
Wales? 

My Recollection does not enable me to say just now. 

« 671. By a Return which is before the Committee it would appear that the 

Number of Lunatics which were in England and Wales bore a Proportion to 
the whole Population of England and Wales of One Tenth per Cent., or One in 
a Thousand. Assuming the same Proportion in Ireland, and taking the 
Population at 8,175,000, it would appear that the Number of Pauper Lunatics 
in Ireland might be supposed to be 8,000 ; is it not so ? 

I believe it would, according to that Calculation. 

672. Have you any means of judging how far that Calculation, which is 
founded upon mere Analogy, is likely to be consistent with the Truth ? 

I have not at this Moment. 

673. Have you any Doubt that there are a considerable Proportion of the 
Pauper Lunatics in Ireland that, under the existing Arrangements,’ are not yet 
provided for ? 

I am satisfied of that, both by Experience and by Inference. I will mention 
a Circumstance which by Inference shows it. I know no Reason why there 
should be more Lunatics in the Comity of Waterford than in any other County 
in Ireland ; and on going through the County one does not see or hear that 
there are ; now if the Waterford Asylum, being for a small County with 
Accommodation for 100 Patients, is enabled to send, in proportion to the 
Population, a greater Number than other District Asylums, the Inference is, 
that if all the other Counties in Ireland were to send Lunatics to the District 
Asylum in the same Proportion quoad the Population as Waterford does, there 
would have been, in the Year 1842, 1,259 more admitted than there were. 

674. What would that give as the total Number of Lunatics to be provided 
for m Ireland ? 

4,881. And again, Waterford, Cork, and Belfast are the Three Institutions 
m which there is greater Accommodation in proportion to the Population of the 
District. If all the other Counties in Ireland had sent in Paupers in proportion 
to those Districts there would have been 839 more received in that Year than 
there were. 

675.1f the present System, by not providing adequate or timely Relief for 
recent Cases, and by keeping a great Number of Lunatics in Custody in P n- 
sons m Workhouses, and in smaller Asylums unsuited for their Cure, postpones 
the Period of Recovery and renders it uncertain in all Cases, and altogether 
deprives the Treatment of any Chance of Success in many Cases, is not the 
i Tendency 
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Tendency of that to increase the Number of Lunatics disproportionately to 
wliat it would be under a better System of Administration ? 

Certainly. By the Returns I find that the Proportion of Patients from each 
County at the District Asylums is very dissimilar, showing, apparently, that 
Insanity, Idiotcy, and Epilepsy do not prevail to the same Extent relative to 
the Population in every County. The Disproportion is very great ; for every 
10,000 of the Population of the County of Waterford I find Six and a Half 
were admitted into the Asylum; for every 10,000 in the County of Armagh 
there were only One and a Half admitted; those are the Maximum and 
Minimum. Then into Limerick Four and a Half, into the County of Derry 
Three and Five Sevenths, and so on. 

676. Must not that Calculation be in itself liable to some Error, unless you 
take into account not only the Patients admitted to the Lunatic Asylum, 
but other Lunatic Patients in other Places in Custody at the same Time 
coming from those Counties ; for instance, in the County of Meath there are 
Twenty-four admitted to the Lunatic Asylum, but there are Fifteen in the 
Gaol. Now it must be evident that the State of Insanity in the County is 
to be judged of not by the Admissions into the Lunatic Asylum, but by the 
total Number provided for in the Asylum, and elsewhere ? 

It is liable to some Error, but it proves that a very small Number from 
certain Counties, such as the County of Meath, go to the District Asylum, 
which is the proper Place to cure them. 

677. Coming to the Results of your general Examination, are the Com- 
mittee to understand that you consider the present State of Accommodation 
inadequate, and that you consider that the District Asylums ought to be 
relieved of the incurable Patients ; and that it is more advantageous, both with 
a view to Humanity and with a view to public Economy, that those incurable 
Patients should be provided for in a separate distinct Establishment than that 
they should be provided for in Establishments connected with the existing 
Institutions ? 

I am of opinion in respect to both that that is the Case. 

The Witness is directed to withdraw. 



Ordered, That this Committee be adjourned to Wednesday next, 
Twelve o’Clock. 



(193.3.) 
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Denis Phelan, Esg. 
24th July 1843. 
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Die Mercurii, 26° Juki 1843 . 



The LORD MONTEAGLE OF BRANDON in the 

The Reverend EDWARD MARMADUKE CLARKE is 
examined as follows : 



Chair. 



Evidence on 
the State of the 
Lunatic Poor in 



called in, and Ireland - 



Rev. E. M. Clarke. 



678. IN what Part of Ireland do you reside ? 
In Lifford in the County of Donegal. 



26th July 1843. 



6/9- Do you hold any public Situation there ? 

I do. I am the Chaplain of the Gaol of the County of Donegal, and Local 
Inspector of the Prison. 

680. Have you in consequence of your official Situation been induced to 
turn your Attention to the Condition of the Lunatics in that Place ? 

I have. 



681. The Donegal County Prison is at Lifford? 

It is. 

682. There is an old Gaol also at Lifford ? 

There is an old Goal which had been the County Prison. 

688. To what Purpose is that now applied ? 

It is applied to the Reception of Eight Idiot and Lunatic Patients. 

684. Will you have the goodness to describe the Building ? 

They are confined in the Basement Story of the Building, which is also the 
County Court House. It was originally the County Prison, and is very ill- 
calculated, indeed, for the Reception of any Persons whatsoever, sane or 
insane. 



685. Is there any adequate Space for Exercise connected with it ? 

There is a Yard, I should say consisting of about One Rood of Ground or 
a little more. 

686. You are probably acquainted with the District Asylum of Derry, and 
other well-managed Asylums ? 

I am acquainted with the District Asylum of Derry. 

687. Do you consider that there is any Space at Lifford adequate for the 
Exercise, or any Space at all calculated for the Employment, of the Patients 
who are confined at Lifford ? 

No Space whatever for Employment, but perhaps sufficient for the Exercise 
of Eight Persons who are at present confined there. 

688. Are they all of one Sex ? 

They are not. 

689. Can you state how many of each Sex there are ? 

Four Males and Four Females. 



690. Is there a Separation between the Sexes in the Establishment at 
Lifford ? 

There is not, except so far of course as their Sleeping Apartments. 

691. There is but One Yard? . , 

_ There is but One Yard, in fact, there is no Day-room; it is the Keepers 
Kitchen which is used in Winter, where there is a Fire. 

(193.4.) K 4 6 9 2 - In 
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X W.E.M. Clarke. 
26 th July 1843. 



692. In a Paper which has hecn furnished to the Committee bv tv., t 
General of Prisons, the Names of several of the Inmates of the LifforfiT?? 
lishmcnt arc given ; can you inform the Committee how Iona- some cf J , b ‘ 
been in Custody ? s ot them We 

Some lla ve been in Custody for a Period of Twenty-three or Twenty-fonr 



693. There appears to be One as long as Twenty-eight 
shortest appears to be Fourteen ? 

Yes ; they vary from Fourteen to Twenty-eight Years. 



Years, and the 



694. From the same Return it would appear that some of those Patients 
classed as Idiots, and others as suffering under incurable Mania ■ is there a™ 
Power of Separation between those Two Classes of Patients ? ’ “V 

None whatever ; there is no Classification of any Kind. 



695. It is scarcely necessary to ask whether 
proper Place for the Confinement of Lunatics ? 
Most certainly not. 



you consider that this is 



696. What Attendants are there in those Establishments for the Care of 
them ? 

They are under the Care of an aged lame Person who is the Parish Clerk, 
who has no Assistance whatever, except that of his Daughter, and a MaS 
Servant that he employs. 

697. Have they ever been brought up at any well-managed Asvlum so as 
to fit them for the Care of the Insane ? 

No, certainly not. 

698. Is there any Medical Establishment connected with it ? 

It IS the Duty of the Medical Attendant of the Gaol to attend to them also • 
in fact, It m rather a curious Establishment, for it is a Lunatic Ward as it were 
01, the Prison, that is, it is supported from the Gaol Funds, and at the same 
l ime it is not under the Care of the Governor of the Prison, and he is not at 
all responsible for any Matter connected with it. 

699.1s there any Committee of Superintendence or Local Board of 
Administration ? 

There is a Board of Superintendence for the Gaol, and they also act as a 
Board of Superintendence for that Establishment. 

700. There is no special Board for the Superintendence of this Establish- 
ment ; they take it as collateral and incidental to the Gaol ? 

Precisely. 

701. Who has the local Superintendence ? 

I consider that as Part of my Duty ; when I accepted the Office I considered 
it such. r 



702. You discharge those Functions consequently as Part of your Duty as 

Local Inspector of the Prison? J J 

Yes. 



703. Are there any such Duties assigned to you under the Prisons Act ? 
Certainly not. 



• Therefore the Functions which you perform there are extra official 
111 themselves, and only as connected with another Office ? 



705. Do the Powers which are vested in the Board of Superintendence 
under the Prison Acts assign to them distinctly any legal Power of managing 
tins separate Lunatic Asylum ? 

I should say not. 

, In the last Report from the Inspector General of Prisons it is stated, 
that the idiots and Lunatics in the old Gaol at Lifford are to be removed to 

the 
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the Poorhouses this Summer, and it is therefore unnecessary to urge their Rev. E. M. Clarke. 
Removal to the Derry Asylum, already too crowded. Are you acquainted — 
with the Poorhouses which have been lately built in your Neighbourhood ? 26th July ,84 ' 3 ' 

I am acquainted with the Poorhouse with which Lifford is connected— with 
the Union Poorhouse near Strabane. 

707. Is it finished now, and in operation ? 

It is. 

708. Are you acquainted with the internal Arrangements made in the 
Establishment for the Insane ? 

I am. 

709. Do you consider that the Poorhouses in Ireland generally, and that 
Poorhouse especially, can be considered as proper Places for the Reception and 
Treatment of Insanity ? 

Certainly not. I will state why I think so ; there is not,- in the first place, 
the Inspection and Control which ought to exist in Establishments where the 
Insane are confined, and there is not that moral or medical Treatment which 
Insane Persons require, nor the Employment which they most decidedly ou°-ht 
to have. J 0 

710. Is there such an Extent of Ground connected with that Poorhouse as 
would enable them to be employed on agricultural Work out of Doors as they 
are employed in many of the District Asylums in Ireland? 

I think, so far as I can recollect, there are about Two Acres of Land, 
including that upon which the Building is erected. 

711. Do not the Buildings occupy a considerable Portion of the Ground? 

A considerable Portion. . 

712. You have stated that there are separate Accommodations for the 
Lunatics in this Poorhouse ? 

There are. 

713. What Description of Places are set apart for their Reception ? 

Immediately behind the general Building appropriated to the sane Inmates 

there is a small Building erected for the express Purpose of Confinement of 
the Insane or Idiots, consisting of a few Sleeping Rooms, and, I think, Two Day- 
rooms, with a small Yard ; the whole Accommodation, I should say, very 
unsatisfactory and incomplete. 

714. Do you know whether that Accommodation is similar to that which 
has been erected in other Workhouses for the Reception of the same Class of 
Persons ? 

I think quite similar. All the Workhouses are built pretty nearly upon the 
same Plan, so far as I know. 

715. Is there any adequate Provision made in the Lunatic Portion of the 
Workhouse for the Ventilation of those Cells ? 

I cannot speak on that Subject. 

716. Is there any Mode of warming them ? Is there any Application of Heat 

to those Cells ? ’ 

There are, I think, Two common Eire-places in the Day-rooms. 

717. But in the Cells below the Sleeping Rooms, is there any Provision 
made for the heating of them ? 

None whatever for the Sleeping Rooms. 

718. Are you aware that in the Management of the Insane the keeping up 
a regulated Temperature, so as to prevent the Chances of obstructed Circula- 
tion leading to Mortification in the Extremities, is very important ? 

I should certainly say so. 

719- What is the Extent of Accommodation in those Cells ? 

There are at present in the Workhouse of Strabane Sixteen Persons confined, 
jmd) as far as my Observation goes, they might accommodate, I think, 

Twenty. 

(193.4,) L 720. What 
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720. What is the total Number of Inmates in the Workhouse ? 

The Number was 380, about Three Weeks since. 

721. Is that the full Number it is calculated to hold? 

No ; it is calculated for 800 Persons. 

722. Are the Committee to understand that, in addition to the Idiot and 
Lunatic Paupers in the Gaol at Lifford, there is a further Addition of Sixteen 
or Eighteen in the Workhouse at Strabanc? 

Certainly. 

723. Are those kept quite distinct, or are any of them allowed to mix with 
the other Inmates in the Workhouse ? 

I think they are quite distinct. 

724. Do you know what Attendants arc provided for them ? 

There is only one paid Officer to attend on them, and, I think, also on all the 
other Inmates of the Establishment, — One Wardsman. 

725. Will you state, referring to the Parliamentary Return, whether any 
further Provision is made for the Care of those Persons ? 

There are Two Females, Paupers, employed on the Female Side, according 
to the Return. 

726. Do you think the Public can rely upon the Care bestowed upon 
Lunatics where the Attendants arc selected from the casual Paupers who may 
be in the Establishment ? 

By no means. 

727. But it seems to be suggested in the Twenty-first Report of the 
Inspector General that the Idiots and Lunatics in the old Gaol at Lifford are 
now to be removed to the Workhouse at Strabanc in addition to the present 
Lunatic Inmates in the Workhouse ; would there be Accommodation for their 
Reception ? 

I should think not ; in any event they would not be taken into that Work- 
house ; the Guardians would object to make the Union chargeable with a Num- 
ber of Persons confined in Lifford who have been brought together from all 
Parts of the County of Donegal ; they would require to know the Locality from 
which they originally came. 

728. With respect to such of those Inmates as are labouring under Mania, 
would there be any legal Power vested in the Guardians that would enable 
such Persons to be forcibly detained within the Workhouse ? 

I think not ; in fact such a Case does' not appear to have been contemplated 
at all with regard to violent Persons. I think they are not at all admissible to 
the Workhouses, and that the Guardians Avould properly refuse them. 

729. Do you consider that the Accommodation provided in Workhouses can 
be relied upon for the Care of the Insane, or do you only view it as a mere 
Place of Transit and Custody for them till they can be removed to a Lunatic 
Asylum ? 

In no. other Way. 

730. Do the Workhouses admit the Application of the proper Mode of 
Medical Treatment that may be held to conduce to the Recovery of the 
Patient ? 

None, as regards the Treatment of mental Disease. 

731. Are you acquainted with the District Lunatic Asylum at Derry? 

I am ; I have visited it frequently. 

732. Does it resemble in any Degree the Two Establishments you have 
already described at Lifford and Strabane, or if it differs from them, m what 
respects does it differ ? 

In none whatever does it resemble them, except that both Places are Places 
of Confinement ; but the admirable medical and moral Treatment and m _ 
ployment which exist in the one Place certainly do not exist in the other, ana 
scarcely can. 

733. There 
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733. There is medical and moral Superintendence provided at Derry ? 

There is at Derry, certainly ; it is an Establishment which I consider most 

efficiently managed. 

734. Does the Result of the Establishment at Derry in the Number of 
Cures also furnish Evidence of the proper Treatment of the Lunatics in that 
Establishment ? 

The Number of Cures appears small, I think ; it has been considered at 
Twenty-five per Cent. 

735. Does that Answer apply to the whole Number of Persons admitted 
from the Origin of the Establishment, or only to the general Result of Cures 
per Annum ? 

The Observations I made should have been made, not with reference to 
that Asylum particularly, but with respect to the District Asylums generally. 

736. Is there any Example within your Knowledge of such a Proportion of 
Cures in the Lifford Establishment, or at Strabane ? 

Certainly not. I have never known a Cure effected in the Lifford Estab- 
lishment. 

737- It is stated that the Derry Asylum is also too crowded ; can you state 
the Number for which it was originally intended, and the Number of Lmiatics 
now there ? 

The Number for which it was originally intended was 104, and the Number 
at present in Confinement, or in Confinement on the 1st of January, I believe, 
was 211. 

738. Has the Building been increased in Size since its original Con- 
struction ? 

Not at all. 

739. Therefore it contains more than Double the Number that it was 
originally contemplated for ? 

It does. 

740. ' Can you state what Proportion of the 211 are curable, and what 
Proportion are incurable, Patients ? 

I should say One Third curable and Two Thirds incurable. With regard to 
the crowded State of the Asylum in February this Year I beg leave to submit 
a Letter which was received in answer to one written by my Desire, in conse- 
quence of our Wish to be relieved from the Charge of certain Lunatics in the 
Gaol, because, independently of the small Establishment at Lifford, we had a 
considerable Number in the Gaol at Lifford. The Answer of Mr. Clufif, the 
Manager of the Londonderry District Lunatic Asylum, to that Application was 
this : — “ 13th February 1843. Deal’ Sir, I am sorry to say that we are crowded 
beyond every thing at present, and Six Male Patients Admission has been 
ordered as Vacancies occurred, you may therefore see there is little Chance of 
taking yours for some Time. Respecting the Way the Counties stand, you 
wll find Donegal has its Share. Londonderry, Forty-four Males, Twenty-six 
females ; Total, Seventy. Donegal, Forty-six Males, Thirty-eight Females ; 
Total,* Eighty-four. Tyrone, Twenty-five Males, Thirty-six Females ; Total, 
Sixty-one.” You will observe, that, although the Population of Tyrone exceeds 
that of Donegal very considerably, the Number of Patients from the latter 
exceeded that of the former. 

741. Then are the Committee to understand that there are Four separate 
Modes of dealing with Lunatics in the Part of Ireland to which you refer ; 
namely, the District Asylum, with which the County of Donegal is connected, 
me Cells at Lifford, the Strabane Workhouse, and the Prisoners also in the 
bounty Gaol P 

Certainly. 

742. And those Four different Establishments are kept up at present at the 
public Expense ? 

They are. Three of which, I should say, most decidedly are injurious instead 
to the Insane ; that is, the Prison, the Asylum at Lifford, and the 
" orkhouse. 

(193.4 .) l 2 743. Are 
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743. Are the Committee to collect from your Evidence, that the Accom 

dation provided for the Lunatic Poor in Ireland at the present Moment in th°i 
District is inadequate to the Necessity of the Case as well as imnerfi^t • 
Three Cases out of Four? ^ 111 

Certainly. 

744. How would you propose to remedy this Inconvenience, by supplying a 

more adequate as well as more efficient Mode of treating Insanity ? r J ° 

By a separate distinct Establishment for incurable Cases, by which the 
District Asylum would be relieved from such Cases, as well as the Prisons and 
the Workhouses. 

745. In the present crowded State of the Derry Asylum must there not be 
many recent Cases to which Medical Relief might advantageously be applied 
which cannot be received in the District Asylum by reason of the Number of 
incurable Lunatics ? 

Certainly. I will mention a particular Case which occurred immediately 
before I left Lifford. Oil the Occasion of a Meeting of the Board of Superin- 
tendence, I heard one Member of the Board make a particular Application to 
another, who was a local Director, for Admission for a Case of extreme 
Urgency, where great Violence had been exhibited, and a recent Case ; and he 
mentioned at the same Time, that in Two Cases in which he had sou°ht 
Admission for Persons into the Asylum, which were also recent Cases, those 
Two Persons had destroyed themselves. Mr. Johnson, who is a Grand Juror, 
and a Magistrate, and a Member of the Board of Superintendence, used that 
Language, in my Presence, to a Gentleman who is also a Grand Juror, a 
Magistrate, and a Member of the Board of Superintendence, Captain 
Humfrey. 

746. You have stated that in your Judgment a separate Establishment ought 
to be provided for the Insane ; how would you propose such a separate Estab- 
lishment to be provided ? 

I would propose that a Depot (as it were) should be formed in some con- 
venient Situation, to which a certain Number of District Asyl um s could send 
their incurable Cases. I hold in my Hand a Plan, which is a very rough one, but 
which may throw some Light upon the Subject, by which I propose to divide 
Ireland into Six Portions, and in each Portion to form a separate Establishment 
for incurable Cases. And, with reference to that Plan, I have a tabular State- 
ment also, which shows, 1st, the Number from each County at present in the 
District Asylums, and in that of Cork ; 2dly, the Number of incurable Cases 
in each, calculated at Two Thuds ; and 3dly, the Number which I would 
propose to be accommodated in each Asylum for Incurables. The Result of 
the Total is, that those Six Districts have at present 2,448 in the District 
Asylums, and in the Cork Asylum ; the Proportion of incurable Cases calculated 
at Two Thirds is 1,655. The Number I propose those Six Establishments to 
accommodate amounts to 2,700. According to the Return made by the 
Inspectors. General of Prisons (1842), the Total of incurable Cases confined, 
not only in the District Asylums, but in private Asylums, in Gaols, and 
everywhere else, amounted to 2,474, and the Six Establishments which I 
propose would accommodate 226 above that Number. 

747. Will you have the goodness to deliver in that Table ? 

The same is delivered in, and is as follows : 



Rev. E. M. Clarke. 
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Proposed Districts for Asylums for incurable Lunatics and Idiots. 



















Number from each 
at present 

in District Asylums. 


incurable Cases 
iu each, 
calculated at 
Two Thirds. 


Number 
allowed for each 
Asylum for 
Incurables. 


Antrim 


_ 


125 








Armagh 


- 


50 








Donegal 


- 


85 








Londonderry 


- 


69 








Fermanagh 


- 


21 








Monaghan 


- 


31 








Down 


- 


124 








Tyrone 


- 


62 








Number 1. 




— 


567 


378 


500 


T Galway 


. 


88 








Mayo 


- 


73 








L sli g° 


- 


46 








Number 2. 




— 


207 


135 


300 


Roscommon 




40 








Leitrim 


- 


34 








Cavan 


_ 


23 








Meath 


_ 


31 








Westmeath 




48 








Longford 




22 








King’s County 


- 


48 








Louth 


_ 


21 








Number 3. 




— 


267 


178 


400 


Queen’s County 




50 








Wicklow 


- 


27 








Kilkenny 


- 


31 








Wexford 


- 


44 








Kildare 


_ 


52 








Carlow 


- 


42 








Dublin 


_ 


203 








Number 4. 




— 


449 


298 


500 


f Tipperary 


. 


101 








J Waterford 


- 


115 








1 Clare 


- 


118 








l_ Limerick 


_ 


132 








Number 5. 




— 


466 


310 


500 


f Cork 




433 








I Kerry 


_ 


99 








Number 6. 




— 


532 


356 


500 








2,488 


1,655 


2,700 


Total incurable in 


Confinement, 1st January 1843 - 


2,474 


Excess 


- 


- 


- 


- 


226 



Counties 



Counties 



Counties 



Counties 



748. Have you at all calculated at what Expense this Relief for the Lunatic 
Poor could be afforded ? 

I have not calculated the Expense, but I should say that the Expense of sup- 
porting the incurable Cases in Asylums, such as I propose, will be considerably 
less than the Expense of the same Cases in the District Asylums. 

749. Have you at all considered the Cost of erecting those Asylums ? 

I have. I have considered, looking at the Matter in point of Economy, 
as Grand Juries may consider it, that if you add to the District Asylums at 
present existing the enlarged Buildings that will be necessary to accommodate 
(193.4.) 5 L3 (admitting 
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(admitting of Classification and Employment) all the incurable Cases .ji 
you add also what I consider would be extremely important, namely ft . 
in order to relieve the Manager of the District Asylums from ’the Chare f 
the incurable Cases you appoint another Person, who would be responsible f 
them, thus not distracting his Attention from those Cases which are so m °b 
more important. That, taking all those Circumstances into consideratio™ 
and the larger Number of Counties that would be included in the Expense of 
those Establishments than are at present connected with the District Asylum 
it would he a Matter of Economy as well as certainly a Matter of Efficiency 
and Humanity. It is evident, tl'mt where the Manager of a Lunatic Asylum 
has his Attention distracted by the Care of 300 Persons instead of 100, every 
individual Case that is curable must sutler very considerably ; as, for example 
the Manager of the Derry Asylum has had, instead of the original Contract 
made with linn for the Charge of 104 Persons, to take the Charge of 211. 

750. l)o you think it would be practicable to add Buildings to the District 

Lunatic Asylum of Derry without impairing the Efficiency of its present 
Plan of Management, and impeding the Light and Yentilation of the existing 
Buildings ? 8 

I think not. 

751. It is a radiating Building, is it not? 

It is on the Panopticon Plan. Of course any Buildings they erect for the 
incurable would require certain Classification connected with them. 

752. Could not you add another Floor to the Buildings? 

You might add another Floor, hut I do not think that Addition would answer 
the Purpose of the Classification which the incurable Cases would require. 

753. You have placed before you the Plan of the District Lunatic Asylum 
at Limerick, (the same being shown to the Witness ,) which consists of a 
centre Building and Four radiating Wings ; is not that very much the Plan of 
the Lunatic Asylum at Derry ? 

754. The Limerick Lunatic Asylum having been of late extended for the 
Purpose of accommodating 350 Inmates in place of 150, Buildings have been 
erected in front of the radiating Wings in order to give that Accommodation. 
Do you not conceive that those Buildings must necessarily interfere with the 
free Circulation of the Air, and the interior Management of the Establishment ? 

Certainly, materially so. 

755. Is there any Mode of Access to the additional Buildings from the 
Centre, except by passing through the radiating Wings ? 

Not according to the Plan which is exhibited. 

756. Do you not consider that a very serious Inconvenience ? 

I do. 

757. In case of the Adoption of the Plan which you propose, would not 
the Counties be relieved from the present Charge, such as it is, of maintaining 
those Paupers in the Workhouses, in the Gaols, and in such an Asylum as that 
which you have described at Lifford ? 

Certainly. 

/58. Therefore it would be a Misapprehension to consider the whole of the 
Expense as an Increase ; the only Increase would be the Difference between 
the one Expense of building and the other ? 

Certainly. 

759- Do you consider that that would be amply compensated by the im- 
proved System of Management, and the increased Number of Cures that 
would be produced if the District Asylum were specifically and exclusively 
appropriated for the Reception of incurable Cases ? 

Most decidedly. 

760. Have you any other Information to give to the Committee upon this 
Subject ? 

I have a tabular Statement here for the whole of Ireland, which, perhaps, 
may be of some Interest ; it shows the Total of Insane confined on the 1st Janu- 
ary 1843, specifying the Total curable and the Total incurable. It gives also a 
Number of other. Particulars. From this it appears, that the Number of curable 
Cases contained in Thirty-two Gaols on the 1st of January 1843 was Seveuty- 

e J eight. 
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eight. It rather surprised me when I found it amounted to Seventy-eight, Rev. E.M. Clarke. 

which Cases, I should say, are rendered decidedly incurable if they remain any 

Length of Time there. _ Besides Prison Discipline is completely subverted by 26th Jul y 1843 - 

introducing any Man into a Prison who is not amenable to the stringent 

Reo-ulations which axe necessary to enforce it. 

761 . Is it possible to carry out the Provisions of the Gaol Act if you have 
several Lunatics in addition to the Prisoners ? 

Certainly not. 

76 2 . It renders an habitual Violation of the Prison Regulations necessary ? 

Yes. Suppose the Rule of Silence is attempted to be enforced, and you have 

Two or Three Lunatics shouting, yelling, and using violent Language ; it 
would be in vain to attempt to carry it into effect. The Number of curable 
Cases in the District Asylums is returned at 693, and the Number of incurable 
Cases is stated at 1,368. I think the Act of the 1st of Victoria has done a 
great deal of Mischief as far as relates to Prisons, at the same Time that it is 
very valuable in some Cases in giving a Power to the Lord Lieutenant of 
removing tried and untried Prisoners from the Gaols to the Asylums. 

763. Can that Power of Mitigation in the Case of untried Prisoners be 
practically exercised if the Lunatic Asylums are already too full ? 

Certainly not. 

764. Will you have the goodness to deliver in that tabular Statement ? 




Return of District Asylums and the Asylum of Cork (not District), showing the Number of Counties 
comprised in each District, its Population, and the Number confined in each, 1st January 1843, according 
to the Report of the Inspector General of Prisons (Ireland) for 1842, Page 108. 



Armagh. 


BELFA9T. 


Carlow; 


Ballinasloe. 


Limerick. 


Londonderry. 


Population, 1 
841,504 / 


Population, "1 
647,013/ 


Population, \ 
605,169 i 


Population, 7 
1,418,973/ 


Population, T 
910,303 / 


Population, "> 
831,576/ 


Counties - 4 


Counties - 3 


Counties - 5 


Counties - 5 

anil Town Galway. 


Counties - 3 

and Limerick City. 


Counties - 3 


Patients - 125 


Patients - 249 


Patients - 169 


Patients - 281 


Patients - 349 j 


Patients - 216 



(< continued ) 



Maryborough. 


Richmond. 


Waterford. 


Clonmel. 


Cork. 


Population, -> 
557,578/ 

Counties - 4 

Patients - 168 


Population, 1 
810,984 J 

Counties - 4 

and City of Dublin, 
and Co* T w " Drogheda. 
Patients - 288 


Population, \ 
196,187/ 

County - 1 

and the City. 

Patients - 115 


Population, \ 
435,553/ 

County - 1 

Patients - 101 j 


Population, 1 
854,118/ 

County - 1 

and City. 

Patients - 433 



, The Witness is directed to withdraw. 

(193.4.1 L 4 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



John Conolly, Esq . 
M.D. 

26th July 1843. 



88 Minutes of Evidence before Select Committee on 



JOHN CONOLLY Esquire, M. D., is called in, and examined 
as follows : 

765. YOU are the Superintendent of the Asylum at Hanwell? 

I am. 

766. How long have you filled that Situation ? 

Four Years. 

767. Had your Attention been previously directed to the Subject of Insanity 
and its Treatment ? 

For many Years. 

768. For what District is the Hanwell Asylum established ? 

For Pauper Lunatics of the County of Middlesex. 

769. How many docs it contain ? 

About 980. There are 1,000 Beds. 

770. Does that comprehend all the Supply for Admission, or are you limited 
for Want of Room ? 

We are limited ; there are about 300 more in the County who cannot be 
accommodated. 

771* How are those 300 provided for ? 

I believe several are in Workhouses, and some are in the licensed Asylums in 
the Neighbourhood of London, at Hoxton and Bethnal Green. 

772. Have you had an Opportunity yourself of witnessing the Condition of 
those in Workhouses ? 

Not in London. In the Country I have, in former Years, on different 
Occasions. 

773. What did you find to be their Condition, and the Care taken of them, 
both moral and medical ? 

It did not appear to me to be satisfactory. Those who were at all trouble- 
some were generally in a great deal of Restraint, and those who were not were 
subject to be much annoyed by the other Inmates. 

774. As a general Principle, from your Experience, are you decidedly of 
opinion that the mixing up of Patients of that Description with other Classes 
is itself ruinous to the Patient, and quite inconsistent with their receiving the 
Care which is due to them ? 

I believe so. It tends to make them very uncomfortable, and I have no 
doubt retards the Cure in many Cases. 

775. Do you conceive that the Management of the Insane requires separate 
Establishments and separate Treatment, and that it ought not to be considered 
as merely supplementary or subsidiary to Establishments of other Descriptions, 
whether Gaols or Workhouses ? 

I have no doubt of it. 

776. Have you remarked the Difference in the Treatment of the Insane in 
Workhouses as compared with what their Treatment would be in a separate 
Asylum for the Insane, as exhibiting more or less of Necessity of Restraint 
and Coercion ? 

It appears to me that they are obliged to use more Restraint in Workhouses. 
They restrain many Patients there who would be perfectly at liberty in a 
well-managed Asylum, from the Want of Persons to look alter them and other 
Causes. 

777* Do you think that it is possible to manage the Insane under the mild 
vSystem that is now introduced, without having Attendants who have been 
specially instructed in the Management of the Insane, and whose Experience 
has enabled them to treat them properly ? 

_ Certainly not. I would say that the whole Principle of managing them 
without corporeal or physical Restraint, and the humane Treatment, altogether 
depends upon having a proper Number of efficient Attendants ; that is the 
great Point, whatever the Direction of the Asylum may be. 

7 • 778. The 
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778 . The Strait Waistcoat, the Belt, and the Chain are used 
for proper moral and medical Treatment ? 

I have always considered so. 



as Substitutes 



779 . Do you consider that there is a Difference in the Results as to the 
Number of Cures where the mild or where the coercive System of Management 
is applied ? 

I believe the Number of Cures to be greater under the mild System but 
there is some Difficulty in answering the Question with perfect Correctness 
Of this, however, I have no doubt, that the general Comfort and Happiness of 
the Insane is greatly improved, and an immense Number more are relieved to 
a much greater Degree. I am afraid there are not Facts yet recorded in 
sufficient Number which distinctly afford an Answer to the Question • but 
I should say, that whatever tends to relieve the incurable must also tend to 
cure those whose Cases admit of perfect Cure. 



John Conolly, Esq. 
M.D . 

26th July 1843. 



780 . When you state the Difficulty of coming to any distinct Results upon 
the Subject, do you conceive that that Difficulty might be lessened if on the 
Part of public Establishments there was a more uniform and better regulated- 
System of Registration ; thus creating statistical Information upon the Subject 
that could be relied upon, and that could be generalised, with a view to the 
Purposes of Science as well as the better Management of those Establishments ? 

It would be of very great Service, without doubt ; but Part of the Difficulty 
of replying to the Question arises from the Circumstance that the present 
entirely altered System of Treatment has not yet been tried for a sufficient 
Number of Years in a sufficient Number of Asylums. The Plan of Treat- 
ment has been different in different Asylums until within the last Three or 
Four Years, and is not yet complete in any. 

7S1. Has any Effort been made oil the Part of the Medical Profession itself, 
or those connected with these Establishments, to supply that Information which 
is now defective ? 

In almost every Lunatic Asylum in the Kingdom Statistical Tables are now 
published; but the Plan pursued is not uniform throughout the Kingdom. 
An Attempt has been made lately by an Association of the Superintendents 
of Asylums to remedy the Defect, but they still disagree upon One or Two 
Heads of the Tables, and consequently they have not yet uniformly adopted 
them ; but I think the Difficulty will be got over. 

782. How long has the Hanwell Asylum been in full Operation ? 

It was opened in 1831. 



783. Is the System pursued at Iianwell the milder System or the coercive 
System? 

The milder System. We have not employed any Coercion ; we have not 
bound the Hand or Foot of any Patient, or used a Strait Waistcoat, or used 
any Sort of physical Restraint, by Day or by Night, since September 1839- 

P ^'od man y Patients do you think have passed through Planwell in that 

There must have been more than 700 Admissions. There have always been 
800 or 850, the daily Number, and latterly it has been greater ; but the 
A umber admitted has been about 150 a Year in the Four Years. 



/85. Can you state what Proportion have been discharged cured ? 

The Proportion of Cures is about Twenty-two per Cent. 

786. In the Absence of coercive Restraint and other mechanical Agencies 
what Mode do you apply for the Management of violent Maniacs ? 

Supposing we have a very violent Patient brought to us, the worst Case that 
can he imagined, as when a Man is brought to us who is powerful, young, 
and active, and bound up in a Strait Waistcoat, we always remove his 
estraint entirely ; we have him undressed, and taken to a warm Bath, and 
en ^ssed in comfortable Clothing. He has Food offered to him; and 
jj e ^ a *re a n early Opportunity of talking to him, if he is in a State to 
car a little Conversation. We examine the Case medically, and apply 
eeches, or whatever may be required, and take particular Notice of every 
tog relating to him. If he is extremely violent, we put him into his own 
( 193 . 4 .) M Bed- 
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M.D. 

26th July 1843. 



Bed-room. If he is disposed to throw himself about we have Rooms padded 
up to a certain Height, and the whole Floor of which is made into a Bed so 
that there is scarcely a Possibility of his hurting himself in any way ; still we 
have him under watchful Superintendence, and he is frequently looked at by 
means of an Inspection Plate in the Door. His Seclusion is not allowed to be 
prolonged if it can be avoided. In the course of an Hour or Two, or in the 
course of a certain Number of Hours, we see from Day to Day if it is prac- 
ticable to bring him out into the Galleries or Airing Courts ; then, if he is still 
very mischievous and disposed to be violent, to strike his Neighbours, or to do 
any Harm, we have One or more Attendants constantly near him, but they do 
not use any coercive Means whatever, or interfere with him without Necessity, 
but allow him to exercise his Activity, only not so as to be mischievous or dan- 
gerous ; and after a Time he is taken back to his Room again. By that Means 
in the course of a few Weeks, and sometimes in a few Days, with the medical 
Treatment required, the Result is such that, we scarcely ever find that we 
have a long continued Case of furious Mania ; and when I was last Year 
delivering a Course of Clinical Lectures, and wanted on Two successive 
Saturdays to illustrate the Lecture by producing the Case of a furious Maniac, 
we had not One in the whole House; so that it appears to me that the 
furious State is far less frequent, and is of shorter Duration where nothing 
is done to aggravate it. By all these Means we find no Difficulty in managing 
violent Patients. There are of course many and various Accidents and 
Difficulties in all such Cases, but each of these is met by some particular 
Measure or Contrivance. 

787. Do you give Employment to the Patients, or do you allow them to 
remain without Occupation ? 

We employ as many as we find capable of Employment, or as many as we 
can find Employment for ; the whole Number employed in the Asylum daily 
is nearly 500, of whom the Majority are Women. In the Fifty-ninth Report 
of the Visiting Justices the Subject is thus mentioned : — “ The Danger of 
Idleness is not less striking in the Insane than in those who have the Gift 
of Reason, and few Things could have been suggested of greater Value or 
more efficacious in promoting good Order among the Patients than the various 
Occupations, however trifling and unprofitable in themselves, in which they are 
engaged.” 

788. Are any of those Patients employed in mechanical Arts and Trades, 
such as that of Carpenters ? 

We have some employed as Carpenters, some as Shoemakers, some as 
Tailors. 

789- Are they allowed the Use of sharp Tools ? 

All Kinds of Tools. 

790. Have you found that in any Instance Injury has been inflicted by one 
Patient on others by reason of such Employment ? 

Never, I believe, by any Instrument that has beeu employed, except, 
lately, a slight Injury by a Man throwing a Garden Fork at another; that 
was within the last few Weeks ; but the Carpenter, who has been several tears 
at Hanwell, tells me that he never knew an Instance of any of the Instruments 
in his Shop being employed hurtfully. The greatest Care is taken to obseive 
the Character and Temper of the Patients employed ; they all very, soon 
become known to us. If a Man is in a bad Temper or irritable, he is no 
employed that Day ; he is taken to his Ward. In the course of a few Days 
he gets very tired of being there, and begs hard to be allowed to work again , 
and we allow him, sometimes upon his promising not to do any Harm. Lhert 
is a Man in the Carpenter’s Shop at present, a violent Man, whom the ar- 
penter did not like to trust ; but he gave me his Word, several Months ago, 
that if I let him go back he would not do any Harm, and he has kept 
Word hitherto. 

791* Have you any Extent of Land connected with the Lunatic Asylum at 
Hanwell ? „ *ij 

The Quantity of Land altogether is Fifty Acres, including what the 
ing stands upon ; but a large Portion of it is entirely devoted to ^ e ^ ens 
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Gardens and to Fields for Exercise, so that the Quantity they cultivate is John Conolly , Esq. 
about 26 Acres. M.D. 

792. Do the Pleasure Gardens you have described furnish Occupation for 26th Ju, y 1843. 

the Patients, — the Inmates ? 

They furnish some Occupation ; not a great deal, but some. There are some 
Patients who are always employed there. The greater Number of the Male 
Patients employed out of Doors are employed in gardening and farming. 

There is an epileptic Patient who keeps one of the Gardens in the most perfect 
Order. 

793. Do you consider those Out-door Employments to be important, not 
only as conducing to the Happiness and Comfort of the Patients, but as also 
being a valuable Auxiliary to your medical Treatment in the Process of 
Cure ? 

I think they are. a very important Auxiliary, and more desirable than any 
Employments within Doors, even than carpentering. 

794. It has a calming soothing Effect upon their Minds ? 

Very much so. I have often found that Patients who have never been 
accustomed to Out-door Employment have improved greatly upon being 
allowed to go into the Gardens. They become better in bodily Health, and 
their Minds often improve at the same Time. 

795. Do you think it would be prudent to adopt any general System of 
Lunatic Asylums for large Numbers of the Insane which did not provide 
sufficient Space out of Doors for their Occupation in the Mode you have 
described ? 

I should think that their Management would be extremely difficult in an 
Asylum where no Employment of that Kind was provided for them. We 
have a great Number who are fretful and irritable in the Wards, and who 
are quite well-behaved when they are occupied ; this is especially seen 
in the Laundry at ITanwell ; there are a great Number of Women 
employed in Washing; they do all the Washing of the Asylum, and some 
of those when in the Wards and unoccupied are quarrelsome and almost 
unmanageable. 

796. Is there a striking Difference in the Conduct of the Patients in such 
Weather as does not admit of their being taken into the Airing Grounds, and 
at those Periods of the Year in which they can be allowed free Access to Ah 
and Occupation out of Doors ? 

I think there is ; but Part of the Difference arises from the Patients being 
at such Times rather crowded in the Wards ; we generally find that on a bad 
Day there is more Irritability in the Wards. 

797. Are they more irritable in Winter than in Summer ? 

In extremely cold Weather and in extremely hot Weather we find that the 
Irritability of the Patients is increased ; that is the only Effect of atmospherical 
Changes that I have been able to perceive. 

798. At those Times, as well as for the general System of Management, 
do you not consider that it is necessary to provide adequate Day Rooms for the 
use of the Patients ? 

There should either be large convenient Day Rooms, or the Galleries 
should be particularly large ; I am myself inclined to prefer Galleries which 
jffe so large as to admit of the Patients dining in them without Inconvenience. 

Ihe Reason I prefer that is, that I consider the whole Success of the Treat- 
ment adopted at Planwell as depending on the constant Superintendence 
of the Insane, and that such Superintendence is easier in a Gallery than it 
is where there are Day Rooms distinct from the Galleries. The Attendant 
may be in the Day Room, and something may happen in the Gallery, or 
mce versa. 

799. But in the one Way or the other such a Provision you consider to be 
actually necessary for a well managed Asylum? 

Chute indispensable. 

(193.4.) M 2 800. Do 
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800. Do yon consider it desirable to give them that greater Intercourse with 

other Persons, and Familiarity with the Sight of Strangers, which there is ' 
the Galleries, than in the Day Rooms ? m 

I think to some such Intercourse does Good ; and it very seldom excites 
disturbs them if the Visitors exercise tolerable Discretion. 

801. You think that, generally speaking, it does not produce a mischievous 

Effect ? b 

I think not. 

802. What Number of Attendants are there at Hanwell ? 

The Proportion is about 1 to 17 or 18 Patients. 

803. What Proportion of Male to Female ? 

The same Number in proportion to the Number ; but the Female Patients 
are more numerous than the Males, and consequently we have more 
Attendants ; but the Proportion is the same. 

804. Who are the immediate superior Officers who arc acting under your 
Superintendence ? 

A House Surgeon on the Male Side, and One on the Female Side. 

805. Are the Medicines prepared in the Establishment? 

They are compounded in the Establishment by the House Surgeons. 

806. With respect to the Class of Patients who are taken in at Hanwell, do 
you consider those at present there a fair Average of the general Class of 
Lunatics, or are they above or below it, assuming by the Word “ above ” to 
mean more of the Nature of curable Patients, and “ below ” to mean more of 
the Class of incurable Cases ? 

The Majority of those admitted at Hanwell seem to be incurable ; many of 
them come to Hanwell after they have been previously at Bethlem or St. Luke’s, 
or in other Places, for some Time. 

807. They are transferred from those Establishments when their Cure is 
despaired of? 

Often, after being dismissed as incurable from Bethlem or St. Luke’s they 
come to us. 

808. Therefore, whatever Proportion of the curable Patients discharged from 
Hanwell bear to the total Number of Admissions, it cannot be taken as estab- 
lishing the - Ratio which would be exhibited in an Establishment receiving a 
larger Proportion of recent Cases ? 

Certainly not. At the Close of last Year, when the Report was made out, 
it would appear that there were then about 950 Patients left in the Asylum : and 
of those not less than about 100 were Patients who had been ill a shorter 
Time than Two Years, and I do not think there were Fifty who had been 
insane a shorter Time than One Year. As the Chances of Cure are found 
to diminish in proportion to the Duration of the Malady, this shows what a 
Number of Incurables we must at all Times have ; indeed, out of the 980 we 
now have, I am afraid we have not Eighty curable Persons. 

809. If any System established for the Treatment of the Insane in a County 
limits the Reception and delays the Reception of curable Patients, must not 
that add ultimately to the Expense and Charge of maintaining those who are 
afterwards received, not as recent Cases, but as chronic Cases ? 

I have no doubt that it does. 

810. You have stated the Proportion of your Attendants to the Number of 
Patients ; do you find it difficult to obtain the Services of properly qualified 
Male and Female Attendants ? 

We find it rather difficult to obtain them with all the Qualifications we 
require, but we have less Difficulty with the Male Attendants than the Female ; 
the Changes among the Female Attendants are numerous. 

811. Do you find that in ajarge Establishment of considerable Reputation, 
like that of Hanwell, the Experience there acquired by the Attendants form= 
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a Species of School, from which they can obtain Promotion and Employment John Conolfy, Esq. 
in other Asylums ? M.D. 

Yes; we find that they are preferred in other Asylums; and we are often 9fith 
applied to for Attendants in private Cases where Persons practically acquainted ___ 
with Insanity are required, and we are glad to have an Opportunity of 
recommending them to better Situations. 

812. Does the Cure of Lunatics come at all under the general System of 
medical Education ? 

Not at all. With the Exception of Lectures that have been delivered 
occasionally by the Physicians of Bethlem Hospital, chiefly, I believe, by Sir 
Alexander Morrison, and with the Exception of a very small Number of 
Pupils haying been admitted there by paying rather a high Fee, there has 
been no clinical Instruction whatever, except my own clinical Course delivered 
last Year and during the present Year, and a short Course delivered recently at 
Saint Luke’s by Doctor J. Sutherland. 

813. Has it ever occurred to you that a System of National Education for 
the Cure of Lunatics might be founded upon some one of the great Lunatic 
Asylums ? 

I think it might, and that it would be very desirable. 

814. Have you ever reduced into Writing any Plan for a System of that 
Kind? 

I recollect mentioning it in an introductory Lecture at the University 
College in 1828, and I also recommended it’ or spoke of it in a Work I 
published on Insanity in 1830. In my Hanwell Reports I have had an 
Opportunity of mentioning the Result of the first Trial made during the last 
Year. 

815. Can you refer the Committee to that Report ? 

I have the Report, and I can refer the Committee to the Passage. 

816. Will you have the goodness to read it ? 

The same is read as follows : — 

Clinical Lectures . — When the System of Treatment without bodily Restraint had ac- 
quired the Sanction and the Strength afforded by a Trial of Two Years at Hanwell, and 
the Anxieties attending the Commencement of it were no longer pressing, the resident 
Physician had the Satisfaction to find that the Attention of the Visiting Justices again 
became directed to a Proposition made at an earlier Period, but of which it had been 
thought expedient to postpone the Consideration. This Proposition was, that the Wards 
of the Asylum should, under certain Regulations, be. thrown open to Students of Medicine. 

The Disadvantage to which Medical Practitioners had long been subject in consequence 
of their entire Exclusion from Hospitals for insane Persons, and the Evils thence resulting 
to the Public at large, rendered such an Extension of Clinical Teaching highly desirable; 
but a reasonable Apprehension was entertained that it might be productive of Disturbance, 
or Detriment to the Patients. In order to try how far the Interests of the Profession and 
of the Public in this respect might be rendered compatible with the continued Tranquillity 
of an Asylum, the Visiting Justices determined to allow the resident Physician to deliver a 
short Course of Clinical Lectures to Students, not exceeding Ten in Number, One being 
nominated by the Medical Officers of each of the large Hospitals of London. Six Lectures 
were delivered in the Asylum on this Plan, One on each of Six successive Saturdays in 
May and June. Each Lecture was preceded by a Visit to the Wards; the Students being 
divided into Two Parties, each Party attended by One of the House Surgeons. The 
Students were Gentlemen who had nearly or entirely completed their general medical 
Studies; and their Interest in what they witnessed and in what was addressed to them 
was probably increased by their professional Proficiency, whilst their Demeanor was such 
^ to make their Visits to the Wards rather salutary than in the smallest Degree distress- 
es t0 l be Patients whom they saw and conversed with. 

In the First Lecture of this short Course the resident Physician endeavoured to reduce 
die various Forms of mental Disorder to a few intelligible Classes, illustrating each by 
Reference to Cases which had just been seen in the Wards. The Second and Third 
Lectures were entirely occupied with the Description of the Nature and Treatment of 
Mania in its acute and chronic Forms, chiefly with reference to Cases which had been 
pointed out to the Students in the Morning Visit. In these Two Lectures the Mode of 
Treatment with Restraints was illustrated by References to the Instruments of Restraint 
ormerly employed, and which were shown to the Students; and the Mode of Treatment 
(I93.L) M 3 without 
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without Hestraints in all Varieties and Emergencies of the Disorder was m' 
described, with continual Reference to what was to be observed in the Asylum mule V 
Time. The Fourth Lecture embraced the whole Subject of Melancholia, with • •] 
Reference to the Treatment by and without Restraints. In the Fifth Lecture the C r 
cations of Insanity and Epilepsy, and Insanity and Paralysis, were treated of and* K 
Nature and Treatment of Puerperal Insanity, Cases of all these Varieties of Disease in v ‘ 
Stages of Progress being referred to for Observation. In the Sixth and conchdiT 
Lecture the important Subject of Prognosis in mental Disorders was introduced t | 
Attention of the Students, and Rules were offered for the Decision of the Question of th 
Patient’s Removal from Home in different Cases; the Course terminating with se- I 
Remarks on the general Management of the Insane, and on the Construction ^nd 
Economy of Lunatic Asylums. a 

During the Five Weeks occupied by this Course several new Cases were admitted int 
the Asylum ; some of these furnished instructive Examples to the Students, and their 
Progress, as well as that of other Cases referred to for Illustration, was described at the 
Commencement of the subsequent Lectures; the continual Object being to give the 
Lectuves an entirely practical Character. 

The Interest attached to the Subject of these Lectures was manifested by the numerous 
Applications made for Admission to hear them, and the public Expression of Approbation 
addressed to him at their Close by the accomplished medical Gentlemen to whom they were 
delivered was deeply gratifying to the Lecturer. 

The Distance of Hanwell from London limits his Expectation in the Delivery of such 
Lectures to the Hope of being serviceable to a small Number of the Members of his Pro- 
fession, and to showing by Example that the Wards of a Lunatic Asylum may become a 
Clinical School. The judicious Observations on this Subject recently addressed by 
Dr. Webster to the Governors of Bethlem Hospital, and the more recent Resolution of the 
Governors of Saint Luke’s to admit Pupils, strengthen the Hope that as great Facilities 
will soon be afforded to the Medical Student of studying mental Disorders as of becoming 
acquainted with Disorders of other Kinds in General Hospitals and Infirmaries” 



Dr. Conolly . — In addition to what I mentioned in my Report with respect to 
Clinical Lectures, I think it would be very desirable to have resident Pupils in 
Asylums. I could myself find full Employment for Half a Dozen Clinical 
Clerks, as they are called at Edinburgh, in examining Cases from Day to Day, 
keeping accurate Records of them, and consequently furnishing very important 
statistical Information at the End of each Year to the Public, and accumulating 
medical Facts of great Value. 

-D K*™ such a System of Education be not only advantageous to the 
Public by bringing forward Persons well informed upon the Subject, but would 
it be advantageous also to the Persons who received the Education by finding 
lucrative Employment for them ? 

I have no Doubt they would in such Cases always have an Advantage when 
offering themselves Candidates for the Superintendence of Lunatic Asylums. 
Put another Advantage that would be derived would be as regards the Public : 
from some Acquaintance with Cases in private Practice I know what extreme 
imxiety and Distress a Case of that Sort always occasions in a Family. A 
Medical Man has a great many Things to take into consideration which do not 
lail at all within the ordinary Scope of his Practice, and great Mischief is often 

one ; the Patient is hurried away to a private Asylum, or is severely coerced 
or dangerously indulged. 

818. In general Practice what is the Sort of Person that they take as a 
Guardian or Keeper ? 

In general Practice they commonly apply to an Asylum. There are some 
private Asylums where they profess always to have Attendants ready. 

. are -A-^miclaMs formed at the Asylums ; are they Persons of 
matured Habits, such as old Soldiers, or are they young Men regularly brought 

up to watch the Progress and Cure of the Complaint ? 

I believe several of them are old Soldiers, and some of them are Men that 
have lived in respectable Service; they commonly seem to make the best 
Attendants. J 

. 8 l°- Do you think that Attention to this Branch of the Subject by Persons 
in H", ar & e °* g reat national Establishments might be productive of Good ? 

Of great Benefit, I think, to the Public. 

821. On 
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821. On the Reception of a Patient at Ilanwell is an Inspection made, and Mm Comllg, Em. 
a Record kept oi the state of that Patient ? jf. r>. 

We have a Record kept of this Kind, exhibited upon this Paper 

»' r r 26th July 2S4-3. 



The same is delivered in, and is as follows : 
« No. Date 



Name, 

Station or Occupation, 

Age, . Married or Single, 

Religion, , Education, 

Date of Illness, 

{ Moral, 

Physical, 

Hereditary, 

Form of Disease, 

History of Disease, 



State of the Mind 



General Physical — 

Appearance, 

Attitude, 

Locomotion, 

Complexion, &c. 

State of the Skin, 
of Head, 
of Extremities, 
of the Tongue, 

Desire for Food, 

Functions of Stomach and Bowels, 
of Kidneys, 

Pulse and general Circulation, 
Respiration and Voice, 

Functions of Uterus, 

Sleep, 



Senses, 

Intellect, 



Affections, 

|_ Propensities, 



General Treatment, 



Ward, 



Employment, 



As soon as a Patient arrives we endeavour to fill up this, and it is usually 
completed in the course of a few Days. It is copied afterwards in a Folio. 
The Intention is from Time to Time to have similar Papers filled up, so as to 
present a general Record of the Progress of each Case. That Part of my Plan, 
however, I am sorry to say, from Want of Assistance, it is physically impossible 
for me to carry into effect. 

822. Is this carried on from Time to Time, so as to exhibit the History of 
the respective Cases ? 

That is the Intention ; but in a very large Asylum it is scarcely possible 
to do so. 

823. When you say that you find it physically impossible to effect that 

Purpose, do you conceive that that Impossibility arises from the great 
Extent of the present Asylum, and the Number of Patients that are confined 
in it ? J 

It arises from that Cause. 

_ 824. The Hanwell Asylum which is intended, as you have already stated, 
tor Pauper Lunatics of the County of Middlesex, is one of the largest that 
uas ever yet been tried ? 

I believe it is. It is the largest in this Part of the World. 

(193.4.) M 4 825. Do 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




John ConoUy , Esq. 
Il.D. 

26th July 1843. 



96 Minutes of Evidence before Select Committee on 

825. Do you consider that it would be more prudent, with a view to th 
due Management of the Malady, in forming Establishments generally over th 
Face of the Country, that such large Establishments as Hanwell should h 
contemplated, or Establishments on a smaller Scale? 

I think Establishments on a smaller Scale would be preferable, but not on 
very small Scale. It appears to me that an Establishment which combine 1 
every Advantage of an Asylum, including the perfect Superintendence of it b S 
its chief Officer, should not exceed about 400 Patients. But I believe that an 
Asylum of that Kind, or an Asylum of any Number above 100, is more easily 
managed, and with better Effect upon the Patients, and more comfortably and 
hecifully for them, than the smaller Asylums. 

826. So that, whilst you consider that an Establishment for 1,000 would be 
too large, you would not recommend Establishments below a certain Amount ? 

Not below a certain Amount. 

827- You spoke of the Advantage which you thought would result from 
taking Pupils in Lunatic Asylums ; do you mean upon the same Footing upon 
which they are admitted at Hospitals and Infirmaries of a different Kind? 

Yes. i think the Medical Officers of the Asylum might have a certain 
Number of Pupils living under their immediate Care and Inspection ; carefully 
selected young Men, who have almost finished their Education, and who should 
live for a Time with them. 

828. Upon the same Footing on which they are taken in at the Hospitals 
and Infirmaries ? 

On a Footing of the Kind that prevails in some Hospitals ; that they should 
live entirely under the Roof, and be enabled to watch the Cases from Day to 
Day and from Hour to Hour. 

8<29. You do not think there would be any greater Objection to taking in that 
Class of Inmates in a Lunatic Asylum, proper Care being taken in the Selection, 
than there would be in any other Hospital or Infirmary ? 

I think, if proper Care was taken as to the Selection, there would be no par- 
ticular Objection. It does require, of course, particular Care in the Selection ; 
and all such Pupils, like all the Officers of the Asylum, should strictly conform 
to the general Plan laid down by the Superintendent. 

830. Are you aware of any Cases in which that has been done ? 

At Glasgow it is done by Dr. Hutcheson, and I think also by Dr. Hitch at 
Gloucester, and at Northampton by Dr. Thomas Prichard. 

831. Supposing such increased Medical Assistance through the Medium of 
Pupils were afforded, would it not then become practicable to follow up the 
History of each individual Case, which you have now described in such an 
Establishment as Hanwell to be physically impossible without more Aid ? 

It would be perfectly practicable even in Hanwell. 

832. Could that be done without some increased professional Aid, such as 
you have suggested, by any mere Addition of Clerks ? 

No, I think not. 

833. Do you make a Distinction between a Clinical Clerk, who would have 
some professional Knowledge, and an ordinary Writing Clerk, who would be 
merely competent for Transcriptions ? 

Certainly. I used the Term “ Clinical Clerk” as a Term commonly em- 
ployed in the Edinburgh Hospital, meaning a Medical Student who attends on 
the Physician in his Visits when required, and writes Notes of the Cases under 
his Direction. 

834. Can you furnish the Committee with a Copy of the Register which you 
keep of the Patients ? 

I can. This is filled in from the Medical Register which I have already 
delivered in. 

The same is delivered in, and is as follows : 

Fokm 
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FORM OF THE GENERAL REGISTER, 

From which the preceding Abstracts of Causes, Duration, &c. are taken. 









Ward, No. 


Name. 


Station or 


Age 


Married 


Religion. 


Education. 


Date 
of Illness. 


Causes. 




' 












Moral. 


Physical. 


Hereditary. 


Form. 


Remarks. 



























FORM OF THE MEDICAL REGISTER. 



No. 


Name. 


Station or 


Age. 


Sex. 


Married 
or Single. 


Religion. 


Education 


Date 


Alleged Causes. 


Formof Disease. 


_ 








ot Illness. 


Moral. 


Physical. 


Hereditary. 


__ 



























of the 
Disease, 






SYMPTOMS WHEN ADMITTED. 



General State 
of the Mind 



'Senses 

Intellect 



Affections 

-Propensities 
General physical Appearance — 

Attitude, Locomotion, &c. 

Temperature and State of Skin 

Ditto of Head and Extremities 
State of the Tongue 
Desire for Food - 
functions of Stomach and Bowels 
Ditto ’of Kidneys - 

Pulse and General Circulation 
Voice and Respiration - 

Functions of Uterus 

5 P 



PROGRESS OF THE CASE AFTER ADMISSION. 



General Treatment 



(193.1.) 
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835. Can you furnish the Committee with the Dietary of the Hanwell 
Lunatic Asylum ? 

I can. 

The same is delivered in, and is as follows : 



The Hanwell Lunatic Asylum Dietary. 



Males. 



Breakfast : — 

Milk, thickened with Oatmeal and Flour, 1 Pint; Bread, 6 Ounces. 



Dinner : — 
Sunday 
Tuesday 
Wednesday 
Friday 

Monday 

Thursday 

Saturday 



} Meat, 5 Ounces, cooked ; Yeast Dumpling, 
4 Ounces; Beer, Half a Pint; Vegetables! 

f 1 Pint Soup ; Bread, 6 Ounces; Beer, Half 
\ a Pint. 

Irish Stew; Beei', Half a Pint, 
f Meat Pie, Crust, 12 Ounces; Meat, H 
\ Ounce; Beer, Haifa Pint. 



Supper : — 

Bread, 6 Ounces; Cheese, 2 Ounces; Beer, Half a Pint. 



Extras to Workmen : — 

Out-door Workers to be allowed Half a Pint of Beer at Eleven o’Clock a.m. and at 
Four p.m. daily, and 1 Ounce of Tea and 4 Ounces of Sugar per Week. 



Breakfast : — 



Females. 



Bread, 5 Ounces; Butter, Half an Ounce; Sugar, 4 Ounces per Week; Tea, 1 Pint. 



Dinner : — 

Sunday 
Tuesday 
Wednesday 
Friday 
Monday 
Thursday - 
Saturday 
Supper : — 

Milk, thickened with Oatmeal and Flour, 1 Pint; Bread, 5 Ounces. 

Extras to Laundry Women, Sfc . : — 

Laundry Women to be allowed Haifa Pint of Beer at Four p.m., and, together with 
Helpers, &c., 1 Ounce of Tea and 4 Ounces of Sugar per Week, in lieu of the 
ordinary Supper. 



- Meat, 5 Ounces, cooked; Yeast Dumpling, 

4 Ounces; Beer, Half a Pint; Vegetables. 

- 1 Pint Soup ; Bread, 6 Ounces ; Beer, Half 

a Pint. 

Meat Pie, Crust, 12 Ounces; Meat, 1| 
Ounce; Beer, Haifa Pint. 



S36. Can you furnish the Committee with Information of the general Cost 
per Week of the Patients at Hanwell ? The Question refers to the Charge to 
the Parishes ? 

This is not in my Department, but I believe I am generally acquainted with 
the Particulars. The present Charge to the Parishes is 9s. 1 d. per Week. 

837- What is the actual Cost to the Establishment ? 

85 . 7U. 

838. Can you state how much of this goes to the several Items of House 
Expenses, Food, Salaries, Clothing, and Medicine? 

The House Expenses are Is. 3d . ; the Food, from 55 . to 4.5. 9 d . ; Salaries, 
15. 7d . ; Clothing, lOjd. ; and Medicine, 4 \d. 

839- This does not include any Repayment for the original Outlay upon the 
Building? 

I believe not. 

840. Are you aware what that Outlay was ? 

£124,000, I think. 

841. Including the Purchase of the Ground? 

Including every thing. But there has been a great deal laid out since. 
Wings have been built since, and the whole Amount I do not know. I ^ 
furnish it. 

842. Are 
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842. Are the Arrangements at Hanwell for a separate Room for each Patient 
or do they comprehend Wards as Dormitories containing many Patients ? 

I am sorry to say we have many large Bed-rooms ; some containing Sixteen 
Beds. 

843. Do yon approve of that ? 

Not at ali. I think there should in every Asylum be at least Two Thirds 
of single Bed-rooms for Patients, and that the rest should be Bed-rooms where 
not more than Five or Six should be placed. 

844. Must not that vary very much with the Nature of the Asylum 
whether you have a large Number of Incurables, or whether you have recent 
Patients ? 

In some Degree it does ; but I think there is great Inconvenience in having 
a great Number of Patients in One Bed-room. If there are Sixteen in a Roon^ 
and you have One violent Person in the Room, he disturbs Fifteen others. 

845. Are there not many, whom you would class as incurable and chronic 
Cases, who are subject to violent Paroxysms, and consequently cannot be 
placed with any Propriety in Rooms with other Patients ? 

There are a great Number of Cases of that Description among them, 
including almost all the epileptic Patients. 

846. In fact, if there were an Establishment exclusively for chronic or 
incurable Cases, would not it contain within it the various Classes of the 
Malady, whether as Mania or Dementia, or epileptic and idiotic Cases, quite as 
much as an Establishment for curable Cases ? 

Quite as much. A great Number of the Patients in au incurable Hospital 
for the Insane will consist of Cases of Mania iu a chronic Form, but liable to 
the Recurrence of violent Paroxysms at certain or uncertain Times. 

847- Therefore it would not be practicable to provide an Establishment for 
the Class of incurable Patients, or chronic Cases partaking of the Nature of 
incurable Cases, unless there was a System of Classification adopted within it ? 

I think not. 

848. Are you aware what is the usual Expense paid by Parishes or Unions 
for the Maintenance of Pauper Lunatics in private Asylums ? 

I believe it is sometimes less than at Hanwell. I have heard of the Payment 
being Six Shillings a Week, and in some Parts of the Kingdom less than that. 

849. Do you believe that at the Asylums in which they are received for so 
little as that they are properly taken care of? 

I do not believe that they are or can be properly taken care of. 

850. Do you not consider that the Care and Attendance in Asylums where, 
they are taken in at those Sums must be very imperfect and inadequate ? 

I have every Reason to believe it to be extremely bad, deficient in every 
thing that relates to the Cure and in much that relates to the ordinary Com- 
fort of the Patient, especially in having a small Number of very inefficient 
Attendants, Keepers, or Nurses ; the Consequence of which always is that 
much Restraint is employed ; the Patients are tied up, because there is nobody 
to look after them. 

851. Is there not a Tendency, which is felt at Hanwell as well as at other 
Lunatic Asylums, to find the Number of the chronic incurable Cases 
Wcreasing s0 rapidly as greatly to limit the Means of receiving curable 

. ^bat seems to be the continual Tendency at Hanwell ; the Number of 
incurable Cases is always accumulating, and many of them, if they survive 
the first Year of their Attack, live on to a tolerable Age, so that we shall have 
p Waller and smaller Number of Vacancies for Cases of any Kind ; and the 
Proportion of those that are curable befog always getting smaller, eventually 
' ve mus t expect to have scarcely any Cures at all. 

852. In that Event must not the Consequence be that many curable recent 
being delayed will become incurable, and become a greater eventual 

urden than they would be if Provision were made for them in Time ? 

1 believe that to be the Effect. 
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853. Can you state to the Committee the Number of Feet from one extreme 
Point of the Building- at Han well to the other ? 

It is very nearly 1,000 Feet. 

854. Is not that a very great Inconvenience, to have such a Distance 
between the central Portion of the Building and the extreme Points ? 

It is certainly inconvenient. 

855. Supposing it were considered expedient to add considerably to Han- 
well, could any Addition be made without increasing- that Inconvenience which 
you mention, or else obstructing the fair Ventilation of the existing Building? 

At present it would be scarcely practicable to increase the Building without 
one or other of those Inconveniences. 

856. There is placed before you the Ground Plan of one of the District 
Asylums in Ireland, namely, that which is erected at Limerick, which consists 
of a centre House for the Superintendent and radiating Buildings for the 
Patients. From the Necessity of increasing the Accommodation, new Build- 
ings have been erected, blocking up the View of the Country, and diminish- 
ing the Ventilation of the Yards. Ho you think such an Arrangement can 
be made without Prejudice to the M anagement of the Establishment ? 

I should think such an Arrangement very prejudicial indeed to the Com- 
fort, and even to the Health, of the Patients, judging from the Plan before me. 
We have thought it even desirable, without this Inconvenience, at Hanwell to 
lower several of the Walls, with a view of adding to the Cheerfulness and 
improving the general Ventilation of the Airing Grounds. 

857* Has any Case occurred at Hanwell of an opposite Description, in which, 
where Buildings have been augmented, the Ventilation and Cheerfulness have 
been diminished, and there has been Inconvenience felt ? 

The Visiting Justices have endeavoured to avoid that as much as possible; 
but lately (to show how trifling a Circumstance docs affect the Character of a 
Ward), by way of improving the Ventilation of the Laundry, they raised an 
additional Roof to the Top, making it a few Feet higher than it was before ; and 
the Effect of this has been to shut out from the Day-room of the Female 
Infirmary the View of the Country. They look now merely upon the Roof of 
that Building, instead of looking over Gardens, Fields, and Woods. 

858. Do you not find that the Cheerfulness of the Position in which Lunatics 
are placed is far from being an unimportant Matter in the Treatment of the 
Malady ? 

I consider it very important, but more so in proportion to the Intelligence 
and the Capability of Cure of the Patient. 

859- At Hanwell have you carried this Principle so far as in many Instances 
to look to the actual Amusement of the Patients ? 

We have. 

860. Do you find that of some Importance as an auxiliary Process in their 
Recovery ? 

I think it of great Importance as regards the general Comfort and Tran- 
quillity of the House ; it seems to produce Cheerfulness, and it concurs to the 
Production of that Confidence and friendly Feeling which it is the prin- 
cipal Object of the Superintendent of an Asylum to create among his Patients. 
When once you have gained their entire Confidence, and convinced them that 
you are their Friend, and have no Object but to promote their Comfort, you 
have gained a great Means of Control over them. 

86 1. Are there any Classes in the Hanwell Asylum who are susceptible of 
the Consolations of religious Offices ? * 

Many of the Patients in the Asylum seem to be so. 

862. Have you a Chapel in which Divine Service is performed ? 

We have a Chapel in which Divine Service is performed twice every Sun- 
day, and we have also Morning and Evening- Prayers on Week Days. 

s 863. Is 
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863. Is the Conduct of such Classes of Patients as are permitted to attend John Conolly, Esq. 

on 'those Occasions decorous and orderly ? M.D. ’ 

It is wonderfully so. We have on Sundays about 300 Patients, and there 

very rarely happens any Disturbance in the Chapel. On other Days we have 26t 1 Ju y 1843 ‘ 
every Morning and every Evening perhaps 150 Patients in the Chapel, and 
the Morning and Evening Services are as tranquilly performed as they can 
possibly be in any private Family. 

864. Who reads the Service on the Week Days ? 

The Chaplain. 

865. Is the Chaplain resident in the House ? 

He resides in the Village ; he has no Residence in the Establishment. 

866. What Salary has he ? 

=£200 a Year. 

867- Has he any other Duties to perform ? 

He has no other Duty. 

868. Referring to the Effect of Cheerfulness on the Minds of the Patients, 
are you aware of what occurred some Years back at Bethlem Hospital, in 
which, at the Suggestion of the late Lord Robert Seymour, the Size of the 
Windows was altered, and the Patients were’ allowed the Pleasure of looking 
out at the animated Scene without ? 

I have been informed that it contributed very greatly to their Gratification. 

869- You have alluded to the Benefit which has been received at Plan well 
by considering the Amusements of the Patients ; of what Nature are those ? 

We occasionally have Evening Parties of the Patients, sometimes on the 
Male Side of the House, sometimes on the Female Side. We never have the 
Two Sexes together on those Occasions ; but we find it quite practicable to 
assemble from Two to Three hundred of them, and to give them an Evening’s 
Entertainment. They begin by having some Tea and Coffee with Cake, and 
then a Dance, and then whatever Music we can provide for them, and at about 
9 o’Clock they have Supper. The Women have a Supper of Cake with a 
little spiced Beer. The Men have a substantial Supper of cold Meat with 
hot Vegetables and a Pint of Beer, and each Man who likes it has a Pipe. 

We had a few Weeks ago a Party of that Kind of which 270 were Partakers 
on the Green in front of the House, and about Nine o’Clock they went to 
their Wards and Bed-rooms in the most perfect Order, with the greatest 
Cheerfulness, and with Expressions of Gratitude to every Officer of the 
Institution. These Parties have been repeatedly tried, and the Effect of them 
seems to be always the same. The Patients are glad to look forward to them, 
and they speak of them with Pleasure afterwards ; in fact they present one of 
the most gratifying Spectacles that can be witnessed. 

870. The Supervision of the Establishment is carried on by the Visiting 
Justices ? 

By Fifteen Visiting Justices. 

871. How often do they attend ? 

They generally hold Jrfeetings once a Fortnight. 

872. Is it on any fixed Day ? 

On a Thursday. 

873. Have they any Power of calling special Meetings in the event of 
Circumstances requiring t.heir Interposition ? 

They have the Power of calling special Meetings. The Chairman can do 
it at any Time, or a certain Number of the Magistrates. 

874. Are the Meetings generally well attended ? 

Very well attended. More than Half the Visiting Justices are almost always 
present. 

875. Do they exercise any Control over the Management of the Establish- 
ment ? 

They exercise an entire Control over its Finances, and a certain Degree of 
Control over every Part of it. 
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876. The Patients at Hanwell, being all Pauper Patients, are all treated 
One uniform Principle. Has your Attention ever been turned to the E^° n 
diency or Practicability of having a higher Class of Pay Patients ; Persons 
to contribute to their own Support, if they did not altogether defray it 0 ^ 
haps paying for superior Accommodation ; the larger Sum so paid, beyond dT 
Cost of their Maintenance, going in Relief of the County Rate ? * J xne 

It has, I believe, occupied the Attention of the Magistrates frequently b 
the great Size that the Hanwell Asylum has already attained has seemed t 
put it entirely out of the Question. Independently of that, however I confe ° 
I think there are some Doubts as to its good working; where it 5 has be SS 
tried it has been found, I have been informed, that the better Class of 
Patients do not like to be associated in the Asylum with the Pauper Class 
and on the other hand the Pauper Class are disposed to think that they have 
the Refuse of every thing. That has been met extremely well at Glasgow in 
an Establishment lately opened, by making them Two perfectly distinct 
Asylums, though under One Roof. 

877- Does the Payment made by the higher Class of Patients at Glasgow 
contribute to lessen the general Expense of the Establishment ? 

I believe very much, and also at Northampton I believe that is the Case 
and at Stafford, Gloucester, and Nottingham, and in other Asylums ; in fact* 
wherever it is tried, I believe that is the Principle adopted, and that it is found 
that the Profits of those Patients are considerable, and enable them to take 
others at a lower Rate. 

878. Do you think, upon the whole, that the Objection you have stated more 
than counterbalances the Advantage to the Public of giving the Benefit of the 
Establishment to Pauper Patients at a less Price ? 

I rather think it does, and that it is always an inconvenient Arrangement. 
I think that if I were at the Head of an Establishment of that Sort, it would 
be extremely difficult to act with Impartiality with respect to the Distribution 
of the Attendants and other Circumstances. One would naturally be inclined 
to give the best Attendants to the better Class of Patients, which would be 
in itself right ; but it would perhaps lead to the lower Class of Patients not 
having so good a Class of Attendants as they would have if their Establish- 
ment were quite separate from the other. 

879- In the Formation of a new Asylum you would not, upon the whole, 
recommend that Course to be taken ? 

I should not recommend it. 

880. Would not your Objection be somewhat modified if, without admitting 
Patients requiring a higher Degree of Accommodation, and belonging to a 
Class of Life that could contribute by increased Payment, Persons of the humbler 
Classes were admitted, not being exactly Paupers, but capable of paying the 
Amount of their Cost, and receiving within the Asylum precisely the same 
Treatment, neither better nor worse than the other Inmates ? 

I should think that not only not objectionable, but highly desirable; I am 
most anxious to see such Institutions in this Country ; there is not a Week 
passes without my having the most affecting Accounts of Distress brought upon 
Families in middle Life by the Insanity of some Relative, the Head, perhaps, of 
the 1< amily, or a Son or a Daughter ; and there is no Place to send them to. We 
want an Institution that should receive them for a small Sum within their 
Ability to pay, say 20/. or 30/. a Year, other Patients being received at 
higher Rates ; but all being accommodated alike. 

881. Would not the Demand for Admission of Patients of that Class lx? 
so great as to make it Matter of Difficulty to make a Selection of those to 
be admitted ? 

I fear there would be a great many Demands upon it; and it might be 
scarcely practicable, without some other Fund than what would arise from the 
mere Payments, to support such an Institution. A certain Proportion of such 
Cases might, however, be safely so received, the Cases being carefully 
selected. 

882. There are in Ireland at the present Moment Ten considerable District 
Asylums, containing from 150 to 200 Patients in each. In that Country, as 
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in this, the greatest Inconvenience is felt from the Accumulation of chronic John Conolly, Esq. 
and incurable Cases, diminishing the curative Power applicable to the Malady. MD - 
Two Suggestions have been made to the Committee ; the one to provide for j Y" 
this Inconvenience by adding incurable Wards to the existing Asylums, the " " ' 

other, by the Establishment of chronic Asylums, separate and distinct, to which 
the chronic and incurable Cases might be transferred. So far as your Ex- 
perience enables you to judge, which of those Two Plans should you consider 
the preferable one ? 

If the old Establishments would admit, without the Inconveniences that have 
already been alluded to, of further Enlargement, I should rather be inclined 
to keep all the Patients in the same Asylum under the same Direction, 
fearing that there might be a bad Effect produced upon the Patients from 
being removed from one Asylum to another, from which they would know 
that Patients never went away, or very seldom went away, as we find it very 
important to keep up a Feeling of Hope even in the incurable, or those who 
are ordinarily deemed so, and also because the incurable require as much Care 
in their Treatment as the curable, but supposing those Difficulties to be 
met, and that every Care was given to them, there could be no Objection 
to the Establishment of Hospitals for the Care of the incurable Insane, 
which would only then be what some of those now existing are actually 
becoming. 

883. In the event of taking such a Course, do you not consider that it 
would be more than a mere Change of Name to consider the one Class of 
Hospitals as a Class for recent Cases, and the other for chronic and more 
permanent Cases ? 

I think it would be very important to avoid the Expression “incurable,” and 
therefore to speak of them as well as to treat them as recent and chronic 
Cases. 

884. If the Alternative of adding to the existing Establishments is to be 
accomplished by a Plan similar to that which has been exhibited to you 
upon the Plan of the Limerick Asylum, blocking up the Air, and diminishing 
the Light and the Cheerfulness of the Asylum, do you not consider that to be 
so considerable an Inconvenience as to make the Establishment of separate 
Hospitals preferable ? 

Certainly, I should consider it so ; because among the incurable there are a 
great Number of Patients who are capable of partaking of all the ordinary 
Enjoyments of Life, capable of Enjoyment from natural Scenery and from 
fine Weather, and the Occupation of Reading and Writing, capable of feeling 
the Influence of Friendship, and even capable of receiving Instruction of 
various Kinds. We have lately established a School in which several 
Eemale Patients learn to read or recover their Reading, and learn to write 
or recover their Writing ; they also learn Geography. But the most inte- 
resting Circumstance is, that among those that go to the School we have not 
only some of the younger Patients and some of the curable Cases, but some 
old and incurable, and some who used generally or always to be in some Kind 
of Restraint. 

885. Supposing the County of Middlesex were desirous of relieving Hanwell 
from the Accumulation of incurable Patients by way of extending its curative 
Power ; do you think that would be most advantageously done by adding to 
the present Building Wards for the chronic and incurable Cases, or by the 
Transfer of those Cases to some other Place ? 

Undoubtedly, by the Transfer of them to another Building. 

886. And would that be the Case in your Opinion wherever the Circum- 
stances were analogous to those of Hanwell ? 

I think so. 

The Witness is directed to withdraw. 



Ordered, That this Committee be adjourned. 
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Extracts from the Minutes or Evidence taken before the Select Committee 
of the House op Commons on Medical Charities, Ireland. 1843 . 



John Jacob Esq. (17th May 1843.) 

1569. Do you find the Management of the Maryborough Lunatic Asylum, under the 
present Regulations, as satisfactory ns you represent the Management of the Infirmary to 
be? — The present Regulations are only in operation for a few Weeks. Sir Edward 
Sugden, the Lord Chancellor, has given a great deal of Attention to the Subject of Lunatic 
Asylums in Ireland, and he, assisted by the Inspectors General and the Privy Council, and 
the Lord Lieutenant co-operating, has established a new Code of Laws for the Regulation 
of Lunatic Asylums in general ; and that Code of Laws I highly approve of, and I consider 
that it will be conducive in a high Degree to the well working of the Establishments. The 
previous System at Maryborough differed in some Degree from the System adopted in the 
other Lunatic Asylums in Ireland. When I was appointed to that Situation, I came to the 
Conclusion that the System elsewhere in operation was a bad one. I visited a great Number 
of Asylums in England and Scotland, I collected a good deal of Evidence on the Subject, 
and I addressed a Communication to the Board of Governors, containing Suggestions' with 
respect to the Management. They adopted Rules for the Management of the Institution, 
which were rather at variance with the Rules elsewhere. Those Rules were approved by 
the Government of the Day and have been carried out, but within the last Three Months 
the Subject has been considered by Sir Edward Sugden, and the whole of the Establish- 
ments put under an uniform System, and that System will, I expect, be carried out to 
the full Extent. The Suggestions which I originally made to the Board of Governors, and 
which were partially adopted, would have been fully adopted by the Board but for the 
Difficulties that were then existing. 

1570. How do you account for it that the Lunatic Asylums are so expensive? — I think 
the Lunatic Asylums are an Example of the Evil of requiring Grand Juries to present 
Money without knowing why and wherefore ; I think the Lunatic Asylums and the Con- 
stabulary are both Examples of that, and if the Grand Jury had a little more Control those 
Asylums would probably be less expensive. The Asylums may have been expensive also in 
consequence of the mixed Character of the Administration which those Establishments are 
subject to. Instead of giving satisfactory Rules for their Guidance, a resident Manager is 
sent down, he goes down to the local Board, and meets a Dozen Country Gentlemen ; he 
lays his Commission upon the Table, and he says, “ I am sent down by Government to 
open this Institution.” The Rules and Regulations are not defined, and this Officer has 
considerable Influence in carrying such Rules and Regulations into effect as he approves of, 
and in that Way a very objectionable System came into operation in Ireland, at variance 
with common Sense, and at variance with long Practice in this Country and on the Con- 
tinent; and that has existed to the present Time; but now, through the Exertions of 
Sir Edward Sugden, assisted by the Inspectors General, the Matter has been very iully 
corrected. 

1571. And henceforth you think they will not be so expensive ?— I think not; I look 
forward to most important practical Improvements. 

1572. In the Lunatic Asylums there is no Control on the Part of those who contribute 
—^No Control whatever. The Board of Governors is constituted in this Way : the Lord 
Lieutenant of the County sends a List to the Lord Lieutenant, at Dublin Castle, of the 
Persons that he would approve of as a Board of Governors. Those Names are genei ally 
approved of by the Lord Lieutenant, and then, from Time to Time, as Vacancies occur, 
Additions are made to the Board. But although our Board have invariably acted with me 
,n everything, so that so far I should feel anxious to speak in the highest Terms of them, 
and they have invariably acted for the public Good, still I think that perhaps the Constitu- 
tion of the Board may be a little too limited and close. 
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Appendix A. 1. 1573. You would introduce into Lunatic Asylums some Control on the Part of thos 

who pay their Rates ? — What I should recommend for Lunatic Asylums at present is to 

Extracts from let them alone. A very decided Step has been taken; I would give that Time to onprni 
Evidence before an d wait awhile. P 

Sel. Com. of H.C. 
on 

Medical Charities, George Macartney Esq. (18th May 1848.) 

Ireland. 



G. Macartney , Esq. 



1753. The Funds for the Support of Lunatic Asylums are levied by a compulsory Rate- 
do you think it advisable to extend that to other Medical Charities? — The levying and the 
Application of the Fund for Lunatic Asylums has always given great Dissatisfaction to the 
County of Antrim Grand Jury, as well as others in the North of Ireland ; they having no 
Control, but merely for the Foreman writing his Name. We have always found" that Estab- 
lishments conducted in such a Way are more expensive than those under the Control of 
local Boards. On comparing the Expenses of the Lunatic Asylums with those of our 
Gaols, we find that where there is a Board of Superintendence, ns there are in Gaols, they 
have reduced the Expenses much below those of the Support of the Lunatic Asylums. We 
have always considered it a great Mistake in the Law, allowing no Kind of Control on the 
Examination of Presentments ; and have protested more than once against it. I think at 
the same Time, the Lunatic Asylums might be made more important to the Country than 
they are, and much more useful. 



1786. Would you give the Power to the Central Board to force the Grand Jury to 
present, or would you confine the Power to Recommendation ? — I am satisfied it would be 
sufficient, coming so recommended. There is one Matter with regard to Lunatic Asylums 
that we have found a serious Evil in Ireland, and that is, that in the County of Louth, and in 
those Counties connected with the Richmond Institution, we have had Prisoners in Gaol waiting 
Weeks and Months for a Vacancy ; and I regret to say that it is the same in the County of 
Antrim. On going to the Richmond Institution, I found there as many as 150 Incurables 
on the Establishment, who had been there for Years; and therefore a great Alteration ought 
to be made in those Establishments, so as to give Facility for getting rid of the violent 
Lunatics so soon as they are ascertained to be such. 



J. W. Cvsack, Esq. James William Cusack Esq., M.D. (19th May 1843.) 

1 800. With respect to St. Patrick’s or Swift’s Hospital and Lunatic Asylum, can you 
state the annual Income and Expenditure ? — I cannot exactly, because it is not a Part of 
the Medical Duty. The permanent Income is about 3,100?., or from that to 3,200/. In 
addition to this, almost since its Foundation, the Hospital has admitted Boarders; and the 
Profits on the Boarders, combined with the Funds derived from the Institution, have sup- 
ported about 100 Persons without Charge, and left a Surplus; the accumulating Surplus 
being very considerable since I first commenced attending. 

1801. Do you know the average Cost per Patient ? — I could not exactly give you the 
average Cost; I know that 16/. 3s. 4 d. would support a Patient, independently of the 
general Charges of the Hospital. 

1 802. W hat is the Form of Admission into the Hospital ? — The Governors admit the 
Pauper Patients; the 110-Guinea anil the 60-Guinea Boarders, when there is Room, are 
received on the usual Medical Certificate. 

1803. Have there not been lately some new Regulations made by the Lord Chancellor 
for the Purpose of rendering the entire of the Asylum available to the Insane Poor? — The 
Lord Chancellor is a Governor, and he has ruled it that the Institution has no Right to 
make a Profit of Boarders. On the other hand, it was submitted to his Consideration by 

^ ove *’ n . ors > that if the Funds of the Hospital are only capable of maintaining Seventy 
’ ?i n , ■ y deriving Boarders they could maintain Ninety or 100 without Charge, it is, 
after all, doing a Good to the Public. On the other hand, it is proposed to receive Patients 
at the lowest Rate at which they can be maintained at a Profit by private Institutions, and 
that thus more positive Good will be done to Society ; because inasmuch as the Poor exceed 
the Rich in Number, so do those Persons who can contribute a little to their Support exceed 
those who can pay the Price required by private Asylums. This was the Principle that I 
endeavoured to place before his Lordship. He has assented to it; and the only Difficulty 
is now to reduce the Ninety-five Persons to Seventy-one, and then take in the Class of 
Persons just alluded to, who, after all, form a large Class in Ireland, as must be known to 
every Member of the Committee. I should explain that in the public Lunatic Asylums 
there is an Affidavit of Pauperism requisite to obtain Admission ; and hence a Person, say 
having 20/. a Year, or his Friend, is reduced either to perjure himself, or to have his 
unfortunate Relative on Society. . 

^ ^° U consic * er ^at this Alteration would be. attended with beneficial Results to 
the Public?— I have always thought that if an Establishment was created by private Sub- 
scription for the mere Purpose of receiving Persons at the absolute Cost, it would be one of 
the greatest Benefits to Society that could be conferred in Ireland. 

9 1805. 
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1805. Are there any other Circumstances connected with Swift's Asylum that yon wish to 
lay before the Committee ? — I hare always thought that it would be a desirable Object to 
separate the Male and Female Lunatics in different Buildings, and that, if it was possible 
to do this, great Good would be effected, for obvious Reasons, as to the Sexes; and also, 
that Institutions could be erected for the Females of a totally different Character from those 
which are required for the Male. 

***** 

1826. Mr. Young.'] When you say “ in the first instance,” how long would that last ?— 
I could not define it. I served on a Board for erecting Lunatic Asylums throughout 
Ireland. I had 100/. a Year as Secretary; there was an Accountant at 20/., and there were 
Ten Gentlemen ; and the entire of those Buildings were erected without any very material 
Charge against the Public. 

1827. Mr. Hamilton.] Plow long did it last?— I believe it was about Ten Years on hand 
till it finally closed. I was in it from the Year 1826 up to the final closing of the Account. 
Mr. Todd was Secretary previously; he died in 1826, and from that Period to the final 
breaking up of the Board I remained Secretary. 

1828. When was the Board broken up ? — I cannot exactly say. I think it continued 
either Ten or Eleven Years. 

1829. Was the Board regularly attended ?— The Board was sufficiently attended; there 
were generally from Three to Five present. 

1830. Lord Eliot.] Can you give the Committee an Idea of the average weekly Attend- 
ance of each Member ? — I could not. I can only say that the Expense was about 150/. a 
Year, every thing included, and the Board was an unpaid Board. 

1831. How often did it meet?— It was an uncertain Attendance, because it depended 
upon the Asylum, which was in course of Erection at the Time, and the different Details 
which were necessary before commencing the Building. Except in one Instance, I never 
heard an Objection to the Site selected for the Building. 

1832. Mr. VUliers Stuart.] Plad the Board a Control over the Expenditure in the 
Erection of the Asylums ? — It was all done by the Direction of the Board. 

1833. Mr. Young.] Did the principal Part of the Duties devolve upon, and were they 
discharged by, the Secretary ? — ] think I did as little or less than the Directors. 

1834. Less than each individual Director? — I will not say less. Dr. Renny is well known 
as being in advanced Life ; but, by his Business-like Habits and Attention, he certainly 
assisted me to a great Extent. 

1835. Did any individual Director give as much Time and Attention to it as the 
Secretary ? — I think Dr. Renny did. 

1836. Any other ? — Mr. Disney, as long as his Health permitted, and Major Woodward, 
and one of the Mr. La Touches. 

1837. Then there were Three who gave as much Time and Attention as the Secretary ?— 
I have no doubt. Dr. Renny, Sir Philip Crampton, Baron Foster, John David La Touche, 
William Disney', Major Woodward, and John Cheyne were Members of the Board. 

1838. Mr. Hamilton.] Then it was a mixed Board, partly Medical and partly Laymen ? — 



Denis Phelan Esq. (10th May 1843.) 

624. Mr. W. S. O'Brien.] Would you think it desirable that the local Managers of the 
Lunatic Asylums should have the Power of making an Arrangement with Persons in com- 
fortable Circumstances to receive Members of their Families, being Lunatics, on Payment 
of such an Amount as they could afford? — Yes; I have always considered that that Improve- 
ment was required in those Institutions ; that the middle Class of the. Community, when they 
nave the Misfortune to be in that Situation, ought to have some Place for their Reception, 
and not be in the Condition in which they are at present, either admitted as Paupers, being 
able to pay a certain Amount, or rejected altogether. 

625. Practically, now, Persons are received as Paupers who are not Paupers ? — Yes. 

626. And thereby Persons who are really Paupers are excluded pro tanto from the 
Benefits of the Institution ? — That would naturally happen ; I am not prepared to state 
that it does, but think it must. 

627. You state that the Amount of Relief administered by Lunatic ’Asylums is not 
adequate to the Wants of the Country; if Persons who are in Circumstances to pay are 
admitted, they must so far exclude Paupers? — Yes. 

628. Lord Eliot.] Do you consider it desirable that a County in which there are no 

, au P ei ' Lunatics should be altogether exempted from the Expense of erecting or defraying 

e Cost of the Establishment of a Lunatic Asylum? — I think that would not be equitable; 

rovision should be made for the whole of Ireland, and each County be made a Portion of 
some District; it is but fair that a County, if it should be so peculiarly circumstanced as to 
(193.— App.) O 4 have 
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have no Pauper in it, should be called on to contribute a Share of the Staff Exneh 
but I do not believe there is a County in Ireland in which there are not some p aunp ’ 
Lunatics. P er 

629. Provided that such County be not called on to contribute to the Maintenance of an 
Paupers but their own ? — I think still it should be called on to pay their Proportion of the 
Staff Expenses. 

630. Chairman.'] Do you not think it a Hardship where a County has enlarged its Gaol 

and devoted a separate Portion of it for the Maintenance and Management of PauDer 
Lunatics, that the Executive Government shall without their Consent subject them to the 
Expense of an Establishment they have not called for? — In my Opinion a Gaol is a very 
unfit Place for the medical or moral Management of Lunatics. ^ 

631. Mr. Hamilton.] Can you state whether by Law a Grand Jury are at liberty to 
enlarge their Gaol for the Reception of curable Patients in Lunacy ? — I believe there is no 
Power to do it. 

632. Mr. Attorney General for Ireland.] Did you ever hear it laid down in any Court of 
Great Britain or Ireland, that any Magistrate could send any Lunatic to Gaol because he 
was a Lunatic, he having committed no Offence, unless he is a Criminal Lunatic, under the 
1st & 2d of Victoria? — I know of no Cases of the Kind. 

633. Mr. TV. S. O’Brien.] Have you known of any Cases in which the Friends of a Man 
seeing his dangerous State, and finding there was no Chance of his Admission into a Lunatic 
Asylum, have caused Informations to be sworn against him as a Criminal, and had him 
sent to Gaol ? — I have heard of that being done frequently. 

634. Mr. Attorney General for Ireland.] In that Case he is committed under the 1st & 
2d of Victoria? — Yes, I believe. 

635. Do you think there is any Justification for sending a Lunatic to Gaol, unless he 
is a Criminal Lunatic, coming within the Statute of the 1st & 2d of Victoria, or acquitted 
by a Jury on the Ground of Insanity? — I know it frequently occurs that a Person whose 
Friends have applied for his Admission into the District Asylum, and were unable to obtain 
it, is committed to Gaol by the Magistrates on One of the Friends swearing that he 
apprehends that the Individual will injure himself or others, and on a Medical Certificate 
of his Insanity; and that he would be afterwards transferred to a Lunatic Asylum. 

636. Unless he is a Criminal there is no Authority to commit him to Gaol because he is 
a Lunatic?— I should think not. 

637. Mr. TV. S. O’Brien.] Practically, Persons who do not come properly under the 
Description of Criminals are occasionally sent to Gaol with the Concurrence of the Magis- 
trates, because there is not sufficient Accommodation for them in the existing Lunatic 
Asylums? — It occurs frequently, I believe. 

638. Lord Eliot.] But do not the Magistrates always require Information on Oath that 
there is personal Danger apprehended ?— Yes. 

639. In consequence of which, such Persons are considered as Criminal Lunatics? — I 
cannot say that ; I speak of Parties respecting whom there have been previous Information 
on Oath. 

640. Do you believe that the Grand Jury of any County would be justified in enlarging 
the County Gaol for the Purpose of receiving Pauper Lunatics? — I know of no Law to 
that Effect. 

641. Colonel Acton.] Do you consider the County Gaol a Place where a Lunatic can be 
properly treated ?— I do not; it is very unlikely he can. 

642. Are you aware that we are forced to retain in our Gaols Lunatics for a considerable 
Time, in consequence of not being able to obtain Admission for them into Asylums ?— Yes, 
I know it as Medical Officer to a Gaol, and from other Sources. 

643. Mr. Hamilton.] That arises from the Retention in' the House (District Asylum) of 
incurable Lunatics ? — Yes. 

644. The Retention of Criminal Lunatics in the Gaol arises out of the Necessity of the 
Case ? — It does arise from extreme Necessity. 

645. The Law is strained in some Instances by the Magistrates, in consequence of the 
Application of their Friends? — Yes. 

646. Lord Eliot.] Would not the Inconvenience referred to be easily removed by pro- 
viding additional Wards in the Lunatic Asylums for the Admission of incurable Lunatics. 
— That appears to me the proper Way of providing for them, and I have heard that such 
Addition is under the Consideration of Government. I know that it has enlarged some of 
them. 

* * * #= * 

691. Mr. W. S. O’Brien.] Have you had Occasion to observe any Defects in the 
Management of Lunatic Asylums, or their Inadequacy for the Purposes for which they are 
intended ? — I have. I have gone, not officially, but when I was employed on other Matters, 
to every Lunatic Asylum in Ireland, and the Officers very kindly allowed me to see them; 
generally they are much crowded with chronic and incurable Cases, and this choking of the 
2 Institution 
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Institution prevents the Admission of recent and more curable Cases. This is a great Evil, 
because a Lunatic who may be curable To-day, if admitted this Week Six Months or Eight 
Months will not infrequently be then incurable. 

692. Do you think it would be necessary to increase the Number of Lunatic Asylums in 
Ireland?— They are very noble Institutions, and I should not propose building except in the 
Case of the Ballinasloe Asylum, which I know is insufficient; but I think Room micrht be 
made, by Sheds and other Means, at very moderate Expense, and that the idiotfc and 
inoffensive Cases might thus be provided for by an Increase of Room, so as to admit of 
recent Cases being received. As Surgeon of a Gaol, and whilst superintending Workhouses 
as an Assistant Commissioner, I had extensive Opportunities of knowing that considerable 
Injury arises from the Committal of Insane Persons to Gaol, and from their beino- sent as 
Paupers to Workhouses; I think dangerous Insane Persons cannot be properly treated in 
either Place. I believe a late Act of Parliament directs the Magistrates, and they are 
obliged to do it, to commit them to Gaol, and then the Lord Lieutenant can transfer an 
Individual to a Lunatic Asylum when there is a Vacancy in it; but it may be some Time 
before there is a Vacancy. 

693. Have you formed any Calculation of the Proportion which Lunatic Paupers bear to 
the whole Population ? — There is a Calculation of that in my Work. 

694. You think the Amount of Accommodation afforded by the Lunatic Asylums in 
Ireland cannot be considered adequate until that Number, whatever it is, is provided with 
Accommodation? — I think it is universally admitted by the Lunatic Asylum Authorities, 
that the Lunatic Asylum Accommodation is insufficient, and that great Evil arises from that 
Deficiency. 

695. Mr. Hamilton.'] Do you think they are insufficient for the curable Cases, supposing 
Provision were made for the others who are incurable ? — I think it is sufficient for the 
curable. 
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696. Chairman.]^ What is the Expense of Patients in the Lunatic Asylums?— It was 
211. 10s. in some of them ; it is now but 14/. in some. 

697. Mr. Plamillon.] Are you aware of the comparative Number of curable and incurable 
Cases in the Richmond Lunatic Asylum in Dublin ? — I have the Returns, but not here. 

698. Mr. W. S. O'Brien.] Is it your Opinion that those Institutions are managed in an 
unduly expensive Manner? — The Lord Lieutenant, the Privy Council, and local Governors, 
very respectable Gentlemen, are the general and local Authorities, and it is not for me to 
say that they are over expensively managed ; but it has been considered that in a little Time 
they may be less expensively managed. 

699. The Maintenance of Paupers in a Workhouse is calculated at 7 1. or 8 /. a Year; 
and it appears that the lowest Rate of Maintenance at a Pauper Lunatic Asylum at present 
is 14/. to 15/.; is there any thing in the Circumstances of the Patient which would justify 
such a Difference of Expense ? — Nothing in the Disease, but the Machinery for the general 
Management is necessarily a more expensive one. 

700. Lord Eliot.] Is it sufficient to account for that Difference? — I am not quite sure. 

701. Mr. W. S. O'Brien.] With reference to the Management of Lunatic Asylums, is it 
your Opinion that such Management would be move efficient and less expensive if there 
were upon the Board some who represented those who contribute to the Rates ? — In point 
of Principle I do think such Persons ought to be on the Board. 

702. At present the Persons who conduct the Institutions are nominated by the Lord 
Lieutenant? — Yes; I had the Honour to be a Governor myself of one in the District in 
which I resided. 

703. It may happen, and often does happen, that the Persons on the Board do not con- 
tribute at all to the Support of the Institution ? — Generally they are large Cess-payers, 
respectable Gentlemen of the County, some of them Merchants and Persons who pay very 
little Cess; and it is possible some may pay none at all ; but it must be very rarely indeed 
that they are not Cess-payers. 

704. Captain Archdall.] Do you think they are managed impartially with regard to the 
Admission of Patients from distant Counties? — There is a certain Proportion for each County 
allotted to each Asylum ; but I know they are not admitted in proportion to the Population, 
nor do I believe that they are admitted in proportion to the Number that require it from 
some Parts of the Counties. 

705. Mr. Hamilton.] May not the Remoteness of those Parts of the County be one 
Reason for that ? — That is an Element in it, but I do not think it entirely explains the 
Matter. 

706. Each County contributes in proportion to the Number actually in the Institution 
from the County? — The Staff' Expenses are according to the Proportion originally fixed, 

then they pay according to the Proportion of Patients in the House. 

707. Chairman.] With respect to the Money furnished for the Counties, the Lord Lieu- 
toiant issues from the Consolidated Fund whatever he thinks necessary for the Support of 
tie Establishment, and the Sum is raised upon the County? — Yes, a Judge would fiat 
t e Presentment if the Grand Jury refused it. 

(193 App.) P 708. There 
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708. There are some Instances in which there are Assessments on the Counties not 
having a Lunatic in the House at all? — For the Staff of the Establishment. 

709. You alluded to the Asylum in Connaught ; have you seen it ? — I have. 

710. Is it not built in a Swamp ? — It is not in an elevated Situation. 

711. Mr. Hamilton.'] Have you examined all the Lunatic Asylums in Ireland?— I have. 

712. Can you state whether upon .the whole the Irish Lunatic Asylums appear to you as 
well managed as those in England? — I think the Irish Lunatic Asylums are very well 
managed. I should say the same of the English Lunatic Asylums I saw ; but there is a 
Difference in the Mode in which Patients are received, and that is a very important Point 
I will mention one; in England, Patients are received at a moderate weekly or monthly 
Payment. A Party, for instance, that in Ireland is able to pay 15Z. or 20Z. a Year would 
not be admitted into one of our District Asylums, except as a Pauper ; the Consequence is, 
that either a Person is admitted who can pay 20Z. a Year, the Institution receiving nothing 
from him, or he is rejected. If he be rejected, his Friends are unable to get him into a 
private Institution; that Class of Lunatics is very badly off. In England they provide for 
this Class, and receive them also from the Parishes, according to the Sum which the Parties 
are able to pay. 

713. Does it occur to you that it would be more desirable to have a Depot for incurable 
Cases in each Asylum, or that they should be received into the Workhouses, provided they 
are harmless?— I think the Depots should be connected with the Asylums, for it not infre- 
quently occurs that a Lunatic will, for a considerable Period, be quite inoffensive, and that, 
after a Time, he will become very violent. And as the Committee is on the Subject of 
Lunatics, it is my Opinion there is one Point on which the Regulations respecting them 
require Consideration. I do not find Fault with any thing, but I have seen several epileptic 
Lunatics which were the most dangerous Cases I ever met with, and these are, unless I 
mistake, excluded from the District Lunatic Asylums ; if it be not stated that they are not 
epileptic, they are not received ; I think the Word epileptic is used in the Document 
authorizing them to be admitted. 

714,. Lord Eliot.] In the 'Workhouses there are no Persons conversant with the Treat- 
ment of Insanity?— There are not; the Idiot Wards provided in Workhouses are only 
provided for Idiots ; there is no Provision for moral Treatment, without which Medical 
Treatment must in general be nearly useless. 

715. If an additional Ward were provided in Workhouses, would not there he a Difficulty 
in finding Persons competent to treat Insanity? — There would. 

716. Mr. Hamilton.] Your Opinion is, that upon the whole a Workhouse is not a 
desirable Place either for a curable or an incurable Lunatic? — Certainly; but there are 
many of a Class that may be safely taken care of in Workhouses. I have seen several 
harmless, inoffensive Persons, usually called Lunatics, more properly called Idiots, turned 
to a very good Account in Workhouses; they draw Water and do other Things; but those 
who are dangerous occasionally should never be in Workhouses, but in Asylums. 

717. There is a Class in Ireland, epileptic, not admissible either into Workhouses or 
Asylums? — Yes; in my Opinion they are receivable under the Act into Lunatic Asylums; 
I think it requires Consideration whether the Regulations respecting this Class may not be 
safely altered, so as to admit of their being received; Epilepsy, even in Adults, has been 
cured latterly. 

718. Colonel Acton.] Do you know why they have not been admitted? No, I do not 
know it, but I believe it is because Epileptics are considered incurable ; I am not prepare 
medically to concur in that View, but I think the public Safety, and the Safety o t e 
Individual, requires that they should be taken into a Lunatic Asylum. 

719. Mr. W. S. O'Brien.] Have you never heard Complaints by the Inmates of the 
Workhouse that the Idiots derange the Establishment? — Yes; perhaps they may comp am 
more than they need, but they necessarily will no doubt derange the Establishment. Du 
know they do derange it. 



tV. L. Kidd, Esq. William Lodge Kidd Esq. (15th May 1843.) 

1229. Chairman.] You are Physician to the Armagh Lunatic Asylum?' Ves. 

1230. Will you have the goodness to state the Stations you hold in the T*rc)fe s sionj ^ 
the Medical Situations you have filled?— I am a Physician, a Member of the Royal b 
of Surgeons; I am a Licentiate of the Lying-in Hospital in Dublin; a Licentiae 
Apothecaries Company in Dublin ; a Surgeon in the Royal Navy *, and I am a s 
Inspector of the Gaol in the County of Armagh. 

1231. How long have you been Physician to the Lunatic Asylum at Armagh ?— Betwee 
Fifteen and Sixteen Years. 

1232. Can you inform the Committee what are the Counties for which this Asy um 

intended ? — The Counties are Fermanagh, Cavan, Monaghan, and Armagh. ^ 
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1233. The Population of those Counties appears to be 793,366; is the Asylum sufficient 
for the Insane Poor of those Counties ? — At present it appears to be so. 

1234. How many Beds does the House contain?— It was intended first to contain onlv 

104, but it admits from 120 to 130. J 

1235. Are they usually occupied ? — Yes. 

1236. Will you state tile Form anti Motle of Application for Admission ?— There is a 
printed Form of Application winch has to be filled up ; it contains an Affidavit of Poverty 
and of actual Residence in the County ; there is also required a Certificate of Insanity from 
a Physician, and a Certificate of the Truth of the Allegations by the Clergyman of the 
Parish and by a Churchwarden. By the new Regulations, however, the Circumstances are 
in some Degree changed. 

1237. Are Patients refused Admission to the Asylum for Want of Room /—They have 
been. 

1238. That is not of frequent Occurrence ?— It was a very frequent Occurrence until 
lately. 

1239. Captain ArcMall] When you say until lately, within what Period?— Within the 
last Six Months. 

1240. Chairman.'] Has it been the Case that Patients who probably or certainly were 
curable have been refused Admission, while many who were perfectly incurable have been 
retained in the Asylum?— It was so; but lately there has been no Occasion to refuse 
Admission to any. 

1241. Mr. Young.] What has caused the Change ?— There have been new Regulations 
made, which have given the Physician Authority to recommend the Discharge of Persons 
apparently incurable and harmless. 

1242. Chairman.] Should such a Circumstance occur as that Patients who are curable 
are refused Admission in consequence of those who are incurable being retained in the 
Asylum, are not such Cases, by this Exclusion, rendered difficult, if not hopeless of Cure, 
being deprived of that Treatment which alone offers a Prospect of Relief? — Undoubtedly. 

1243. By the 1 Viet. c. 27. dangerous Lunatics and Idiots are committed to Gaols by 
Magistrates ? — Yes, under certain Circumstances. 

1244'. Has it happened that such Cases have been allowed to remain for a long Period 
in Gaol, or has any Exertion been made by the Manager of the Gaol to have them trans- 
ferred to Asylums? — In my own District there was formerly a very great Difficulty in 
obtaining Admission into the Asylum, and I have known Thirty to Forty such Persons in 
the Gaols, who could not be admitted into the Asylum for Want of Room ; such is not now 
the Case. I believe there is not One Lunatic now in the Gaols in that District. 

1245. When Vacancies occur in the Asylum, in what Manner are Patients selected for 
Admission? — At present there is Room for all. 

1246. Would you give a Preference to Priority of Application if there were not Room 
for all ? — Perhaps, under some Circumstances, we should not ; but we should admit according 
to the Necessity of the Case and the Degree of Danger. 

1247. You would prefer a curable Patient to one whose Case seemed hopeless? — Yes; 
but we would rather take one whose beiug at liberty would be dangerous to either himself or 
the Public. 



1248. You would think it advisable to give the Preference to those whose Cases afforded 
me Promise of a Cure ? — Certainly ; unless there were any whose Admission was necessary 
for the Safety of themselves or others. 

1249. That would be carrying out the Object of the Institution as the Place for the Cure 
of Insanity rather than an Asylum ? — Yes ; they are Asylums in one Sense of the Word, 
but they should be called, as they are now in England, “ Hospitals for the Cure of Insanity ;” 
the Word “Asylum ” is rather applicable to those who cannot be cured, and they have been 
too much considered as Asylums for Insane Persons. 

1250. Have you known any whose Cases appeared to he curable when committed to Gaol, 
but which have become incurable in consequence of their not being admitted in Time into 
me Lunatic Asylum ? — It is scarcely possible to say so positively, but I believe there have 
been many. 



1251. Independently of the Injustice to the Patients, is not the Discipline of the Prisons 
materially interfered with by those Persons being retained there ?• — Exceedingly so ; and I 

ave felt that very much as Inspector to a Gaol. 

1252. Mr. Villiers Sluart.] Has not a Circular been lately issued by the Lord Chan- 
cellor on the Subject of the Committal of Lunatics to the Gaols? — Yes, in consequence 
0 Questions having arisen whether some who were committed were amenable to the Law ; 
t ere were Cases in which the Friends of a Lunatic, not being able to bear the Expense of 

Ir ing a Car and bringing him to Armagh, have obtained the Assistance of the Police, 
aving irritated the Lunatic, and induced him to commit some trifling Act which 
u t ^ lem to bring him before a Magistrate, and the Magistrate has committed him, 
W , I do not think, indeed, he had the Power to refuse. 

(193— App.) p 2 1253. Mr. 
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1253. Mr. Hamilton .] You attribute this to the Facility of getting Inmates into th 
Asylum through the Gaol?— -It was an easy Way of getting rid of the Nuisance out of 
the Family. 

1254'. Chairman.'] A Warrant from the Lord Lieutenant is necessary for the Removal 
to the Lunatic Asylum of a Prisoner committed to Gaol ? — Yes, under that Act. 

1255. Will you mention the Steps which must be taken to facilitate the Removal from 
the Gaol to the Asylum? — In order to avoid the Necessity of obtaining an Order from the 
Lord Lieutenant to remove a Prisoner to the Asylum, being Inspector of the Gaol, and 
being also Physician of the Asylum, I have recommended to the Magistrates to discharge 
the Man, and have at once transferred him, without the Necessity of applying for the 
Authority of the Lord Lieutenant. 

125G. Captain ArchdaU.] You spoke of the Man being irritated; was that by his 
Friends or by the Police? — By his Friends; it was necessary that the Man should commit 
some overt Act in order to his being brought before the Magistrate and committed, and 
then that was a Step to his Transfer into the Asylum. 

1257. Chairman.] Is the Proportion of incurable to curable Patients in the Armagh 
Asylum generally very great? — Yes. 

1258. In the Report of the Poor Law Inquiry Commissioners, at Page 415, it is stated, 
that of 120 Patients only Seventeen were considered curable; was that your Report? — No; 

I knew nothing of that Statement until the Report appeared ; that Report was made out by 
the Manager ; I was not consulted upon it; I do not mean to say that I disapprove of his 
having made it. 

1259. Lord Courtenay .] Is the Manager a Medical Man ? — No, he is not. 

1260. Mr. Hamilton.] Have you any Idea whether the Proportion which exists in the 
Armagh Asylum of curable and incurable Patients is the same which exists in other 
Districts? — I cannot say; the Report which is referred to I am not responsible for; it was 
made out by the Manager, and made out as that which he considered right. 

1261. Do you think that Armagh forms a general good Average?— I think it is a fair 
Average. 

1262. Do you consider that the Transfer of Idiots and harmless Lunatics, who are consi- 
dered incurable, from the Asylum to the Workhouse, would be desirable ? — It would be a 
very desirable Measure for the Asylums, and I think might not be injurious in most Cases 
to the Workhouses; they would certainly be supported at a cheaper Rate. 

1263. You doubt, probably, whether it would not be injurious to the Patients them- 
selves? — 1 think, in many Cases, they might as well he there ; there is a separate W ard 
built in the Workhouses in Ireland for Idiots and harmless Insane Persons, and there are 
none but harmless Persons admitted into the Wing so provided. 

1264. Chairman .] You mentioned that the Cost of maintaining Persons in the Work- 
house was a good deal less than in a Lunatic Asylum? — Yes. 

1265. There appears, on looking over the Reports, to be a great deal of Difference ; that 
Thirty Cases of harmless but incurable Patients in Clonmel District Asylum cost 
562?. 8s. lie?, per Annum, while in the same Town Workhouse they could be maintained at 
the Rate of 170?. per Annum?— Yes; about One Third. 

1266. In the Clonmel Union Workhouse the Cost is 5?. 12s. 8 (?., in the Clonmel Lunatic 
Asylum it is 18?. 14s. 1 l .|t?. ? — That is more than Three Times. I dare say that will be 
nearly the Proportion all over the Country. 

1267. Lord Courtenay.] Are yon speaking of Cases where Medical Treatment is not 
required? — I should say that Medical Surveillance is necessary to all Insane Persons, but 
that all our Acquaintance with such Cases would show that the Attendance which a Medical 
Man in a Workhouse could afford would be sufficient for the Class I have alluded to. 

1268. Chairman.] The Way in which they account for the Difference of the Costs is 
in the Article of Diet; do you consider it practicable to introduce into a Lunatic Ay um 
such a Diet as would assimilate to that of Patients in a Workhouse ?— No, I do not think i 
would be judicious; I think it would be wrong; there must be a Variety of Diets in tne 
Lunatic Asylums. 

1269. Lord Courtenay.] Is it not the Case that in some Cases a full Diet is requisite? 
— Yes. 

1270. Are you acquainted with the Hanwell Asylum ? — No; but I know the Practice 

there. All those Establishments in England are much higher dieted than our Poor are 
■Ireland. ° 

1271. Chairman.] Would an Enlargement of the District Asylums, so as to admit of 
Separation and different Arrangements for Diet, so that the Incurables could bemamta _ 
at a less Expense, be preferable to their Transfer to the Workhouse?— That is a U ues 

I have not considered. I would rather leave them under the Care of those Persons ^ 
were considered most competent to the Treatment of Diseases of the Kind, winch wou 
doubt be of Advantage. _ 

c 1272. In 
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1272. In the House of Industry in Dublin the Cost of Lunatic Patients per Head is 
8/. 2s. 8 d., that is 10/. less than in the Clonmel Asylum; can you account for the Differ- 
ence? — There must have been something left out ; there are all the Salaries to be included ; 
that cannot include many of the Items that ought to be included. 

1273. Lord Courtenay. ] Can you state what is your Average per Head? — I really do 
not know precisely; but I think between Ytl. and 18/. 

1274. Does that include all the Expenses of the Establishment ? — Yes; it is much less 
than it was. 

1275- Viscount Jocelyn.'] Is the Asylum generally full? — Yes. 

1276. Is Lunacy a common Complaint in that Part of the Country ? — It is very 
common ; and more, I think, at least we see more of it, than we did before the Establish- 
ment of this Asylum. I think a great many mad People were kept out of the Way; they 
were not brought so much into public View. 

1277. Do you think the present System of sending them to Prison tends to aggravate 
the Complaint? — Yes. 

1278. Captain Archdall.] You state that in Fermanagh they have found it cheaper to 
commit Lunatics to Prison, and thence transfer them to the Asylum, through the Police ; 
is that Practice peculiar to or confined to Fermanagh? — No; I mention Fermanagh, 
because that is at a greater Distance from us ; but they do it at Armagh. 

1279. Chairman.] The Expense of the Armagh Lunatic Asylum for 1842 appears to 
be 16/. 16s. Id; what is the Cost of maintaining a Pauper in the Workhouse at Armagh? 
— I am not very sure; but I think it is between 11. and 8/. 
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1280. The Poor Law Inquiry Commissioners, in Page 414, state, “ that the quiet, 
reserved, decently-mannered young Females were in the same Room and under the same 
Superintendence with the turbulent chaffering Idiots, the grinning restless Maniacs, and the 
disgusting helpless Wretches who had survived the Loss of almost every Sense and every 
Faculty”? — In the first place, I had nothing to do with the Classification of them; they 
were not classified, perhaps, so well as they might have been ; but the Class of Society from 
which they were taken was not taken into consideration ; the Class of Disease was the only 
one considered. 

1281. If such were the Case, do not you think it desirable that the Power should be 
vested in the Medical Man, and that he should have the Administration of it? — It is now; 
but I can consider only the Class of Disease. 

1282. Lord Courtenay.] Is there any Classification as to the Sexes ? — They are in per- 
fectly distinct Parts of the Building. 

1283. Chairman.] Has the Expense of Maintenance in the Asylum of Armagh dimi- 
nished much of late? — It has. 

1284. The Commissioners of Inquiry remark very strongly on the State of the Armagh 
Asylum; have any Improvements been made in the Matters to which the Report refers? — 
Yes, 1 think there have. 

12S5. Viscount Jocelyn.] Had you the Management of the Armagh Asylum in 1834? — 
I had the Medical Management of it; I was the Physician. 

1286. Was there any Difference made between the Sexes at that Time? — It always has 
been so ; there has been no Intermixture of the Sexes in that Institution. 

1287. Chairman .] Among the Deficiencies in the Report they state that there was no 
Infirmary for the Treatment of the acute or contagious Diseases; has this been corrected? — 
No; but it is a Matter of Opinion whether that would be of any Service; whether they 
cannot he better treated in their own separate Cells. That is a Matter sub judice whether it 
would be of Advantage or not. 

1288. It is stated that there was a Want of Privies, bad Watercourses, Accumulation of 
Filth, and bad Arrangement of Rooms for Servants ; the Nurses were obliged to pass to 
their Bed-rooms through a small Ward? — Some of those were temporary Circumstances. 
There was no Want of Privies, but they were badly constructed; there were Two Streams 
running through the Ground. 

1289. Do you consider Classification an important Feature in the Treatment of Insanity ? 
—Very important. 

1290. For Want of Classification the District Asylums have more the Character of Depots 
for Idiots and Lunatics through the Country; they are mere Prisons for Lunatics?— In the 
first place it is a Question, are the Classes sufficiently divided? I think that perhaps some 
more minute Division might be desirable, but, generally speaking, I think the Classification 
is unquestionably good. 

1291. What Classification do you consider best? — First, of the Sexes; then the violent 
Maniac, the mischievous, the harmless, the quiet. 

1292. Mr. Young.] Are not the latter removed from your Asylum now? No; I am 
sorry to say they are not. The Poor Law Commissioners gave Permission to the Guardians 
to receive them, but they are very unwilling to receive them. I think something ought to 

(193. — App.) P 3 be 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




12 



Appendix to Evidence before Select Committee 



Appendix A. 1. 

Extracts from 
Evidence before 
Sel. Com. of H.C. 
on 

Medical Charities, 
Ireland. 

W. L. Kidd, Esq. 



be done to make it compulsory on the Guardians to receive a certain Number coming w'tl 
a Certificate from the Medical Men of the Asylum that they think them harmless. ° * * 

1293. Mr. Hamilton .] Do you think harmless Lunatics are fit Subjects for a Work- 
house? — Harmless Idiots, fatuous Persons, Persons not any way disposed to be mis- 
chievous, I think might be, to a certain Amount, in the Workhouses; and it appears 
that the Legislature considered so as well as myself, for they made a Provision for such in 
the Workhouses. 

129 4-. Do you not think that it is desirable rather to have an additional Wing or Building 
connected with the Lunatic Asylum for them ? — Indeed I do ; they would then be under the 
Superintendence of Persons more fit and more expert in treating Diseases of the Mind, and 
in looking after them altogether. 

1295. Captain Archdall .] You do not consider that the Poorhouse Diet would be suited 
to all Classes ? — Not to some Classes. 

1296. Chairman.'] The Classification now in some Cases is of Curables, Incurables 
Idiots, epileptic Patients, and Insane Criminals ? — There seems to be a great Mixture; for 
instance, in epileptic there may be a curable or incurable Patient. 

1297. Do you not think the Epileptic should be distinct from the others, and have not 
you been used to refuse them Admission ? — Yes, but not now ; the new Order of the Lord 
Lieutenant in Council requires us to receive Epileptics. 

1298. Captain Arclidall.] How long do they continue in the Asylum ? — Some until Death; 
some are removed very soon ; some at more prolonged Periods. 

1299. Epilepsy is a Disease that never can be entirely cured ? — I regret to say that it is 
one of the Diseases which Medicine has not been able to do so much for as we could wish, 
but some Cases of Cure have taken place ; they were of that Kind supposed not to arise 
from Causes of an organic Nature. 

1300. Chairman.] On whom does the Duty of the Classification devolve ? — Hitherto it has 
devolved on the Manager. 

1301. He is not a Medical Man ? — No. 

1302. The Classification making a Distinction between curable and incurable Patients 
must necessarily depend much upon the Judgment of the Medical Attendant, and ought 
not this Duty to be performed solely by him, and not left to the Manager? — Certainly; at 
the same Time I think it is scarcely possible to predict with any Degree of Certainty that a 
Man is iucurable. I never would call any Man altogether incurable, for I have seen 
Patients get well that I had at one Time considered incurable. 

1303. Mr. Villiers Stuart.] Is it your Opinion that the Medical Man has not sufficient 
Control in the Superintendence of those Institutions? — He had not until of late; where he 
had it, it was rather a Concession of the local Authorities ; there was no authoritative 
System for the Regulation of Lunatic Asylums till within the last Month or Six Weeks. 

1304). Chairman.] Is it not essential for the Cure of Insanity that daily Visits and daily 
Records of Changes should be made which require the Services of a scientific and well- 
educated Individual? — I would say that it is not necessary there should be daily Visits; it is 
now arranged that the Apothecary shall visit every Day and the Physician Three Days a 
Week, which I think is quite sufficient; there may occasionally be some Cases which might 
require more frequent Visits. 

1305. Lord Courtenay.] In what Number of Cases are the resident Managers Medical 
Men? — There are no resident Managers necessarily Medical Men; it happens that there 
are a few, but it is not at all a sine qua non. 

1806. Are you aware that it is the common Practice in this Country ? — Yes ; it is very 
desirable, such as I should be very anxious to recommend ; they might be of an inferior 
Class of Medical Men, merely to see that the Directions of the Physician were carried into 
Effect, and Medicines properly and duly administered. It is the Practice in Great Britain, 
but not in Ireland. Some of the Managevs are very excellent, amiable, attentive Men, but 
the System certainly requires that they should be Medical Men. 

1307. Chairman.] Are the Reports and the Statistical Returns from the Armagh Lunatic 
Asylum based on Uniformity with the other Lunatic Asylums? — 1 believe the Audit Office 
requires there should be uniform Returns. 

1308. It would be a great Desideratum that they should be uniform ?— Yes; the Inspectors 
should be the Persons to make them uniform. 

1309. The Question refers more to the Medical Treatment ?— There have been hitherto 
no Medical Reports from them. 

1310. The Restraint of violent Lunatics appears to form an important Part of their 
1 reatment. On whom does the Execution of that Duty devolve ?— Hitherto it has devolved 
on the Manager, and to a certain Extent it must still ; for he is resident. It may be proper 
to leave a Man at liberty at this Moment, and in a few Minutes he may require Coercion. 

1311. Do you not consider that Abuse is likely to arise in the Exercise of Restraint, which 

may interfere with the Recovery of the Patient?— I have seen no Reason for Complaint; 
know it is the Habit to declaim against all Restraint. q , 
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1312. Out-door Employment is very much recommended by Writers on this Subject; is 
this arranged for in the Armagh Lunatic Asylum? — There are a great many employed out 
of Doors ; there are Seven or Eight Acres of Land, and the Tillage of that Land is o- en e- 
rally performed by the Convalescents. 

1313. Lord Courtenay.'] Has the Asylum a Space of Ground connected with it in which 
you could introduce out-door Employment from Time to Time, as it may be desirable ?— 
Yes; some Addition might be made to it; there is sufficient Room. 

1314 Are you familiar with the Mode of managing Lunatics under what some Persons 
consider an improved System, what is called the curative System at Lincoln and Hanwell ?— 
I think I know the Management which is generally employed there. 

1315. The System of giving them Employment in that with which they are conversant? 
-Yes. 

1316. Does your Institution afford Means for that?— Yes; the most of our Patients are 
agricultural People, and Spinners and Weavers; we have some who can scarcely tell their 
Names who go through all the Intricacies of Weaving, and recollect all the Intricacies by 
which their Occupations are conducted ; they wind the Yarn and they spin, and so on. 

1317. Mr. Villiers Stuart.] Have they acquired that Skill after their Admission into the 
Asylum ? — No, those were their Habits before they were admitted. 

1318. Lord Courtenay.] Is that the System in the other Institutions in Ireland ?— Yes 
I believe so ; they have not Weaving in the South of Ireland. 

1319. Chairman.] What Proportion have you observed between the Admission and the 
Recovery of Patients for Five or Ten Years ? — I could not say without reference to the 
Books. 

1320. Have you seen the last Report of the Inspector General ; he says that of 463 
Patients admitted in 10 Years, 226, or nearly One Half, have recovered completely; does 
that accord at all With the Proportion within your Experience? — Yes; but it is hard to say 
recovered completely, several being liable to a periodical Return of the Disease. 

1321. Do you keep any Record of the Number of Relapses which have taken place ? — 
I keep a Case Book ; but as I have not made out the Statistics I am not able to state that 
at this Moment. 

1322. What has been the Proportion of Deaths to the Admissions during the last Five 
Years? — That I cannot state without reference to Books which I have not here. 

1323. When Patients are declared cured, does any Difficulty arise in having them 
removed from the Asylum? — Yes, a good deal, and the chief Difficulty arises In this Way: 
there is a Bond in which it is stated that the Person who signs it becomes liable to Her 
Majesty for 10/. if he does not take away his Friend when he is declared to be cured or 
incurable; but those Bonds are, in general, signed by Persons of no Note; I speak gene- 
rally ; and therefore it would be very desirable that some Person known, a Magistrate or 
Clergyman in the Neighbourhood, should be induced to sign for them, so as to ensure a 
Person who might be communicated with. When coming here I scarcely expected to be 
examined on this particular Branch, believing it to be not a Part of what is called the 
Medical Charity Inquiry ; I must therefore beg to be excused for any Want of Correctness 
which may appear in my Evidence. 

1324 Do you consider that any Alteration is required in the Laws and Regulations by 
which Lunatic Asylums are at present managed ? — I know of none but what the Lord 
Lieutenant in Council has Power under the Act to bring about ; probably, but that is 
matter of opinion, it might be desirable that some Plan should be arranged by which 
Persons who could not afford to be sent to a private Lunatic Asylum, but could afford to 
pay for their Support, should be received. 

1325. Is the present Mode of supplying Funds for the Lunatic Asylums open to 
Objection ?— No ; I think it is exceedingly well arranged. 

1326. The Money is advanced out of the Consolidated Fund; the Warrant of the Lord 
Lieutenant goes down, and the Grand Juries are obliged to present; if they refuse, the 
Judges have a Power of presenting? — Yes. 

1327. Have the Grand Juries in the different Counties any Power of proving whether 

e exact Proportions are raised in their Counties that ought to be? — Yes; Reports are 

given to them. 

. Have they the Power of correcting those if there is any Mistake? — Yes; the 

u it Office is exceedingly particular in correcting the Account. 

1329. Mr. Hamilton.] Is a particular Account laid before the Grand Jury? — The Lord 

leutenant has ordered Twentj'-five Copies to be sent to the Grand Jury of each County 

in the District. 

1330. Chairman.] Would the Establishment of a Central Medical Charities Board, and 
pacing the Control of the Lunatic Asylums of Ireland in such a Board, be advisable? — I 

not prepared to state that ; I am very much in favour of the Establishment of a Central 
01 Management of the Charities, but I scarcely consider the Asylums as coming 
Head ; they are virtually working so well, and managed so well, as respects the 
U93 — App.) p 4 fiscal 
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fiscal Affairs and the Duties of the Management, that I think it would be a Pity to disturb 
them ; but I must express a strong Feeling in favour of having a Central Board for the 
Medical Charities established in Dublin. 

1331. Have you considered how that Board should be constituted ? — Yes ; I think it 
would be very desirable to have it constituted partly of Medical Men and partly of Laymen 
if 1 may use the Expression— of non-medical Men. 



Sir Robert Alexander Ferguson Bart., M.P. (29th May 1843.) 

2942. There is a District Lunatic Asylum in Derry, and you are a Governor of it?— 
Yes. It is for the Counties of Derry, Tyrone, and Donegal. 

2943. Its Efficiency is stated to be curtailed by the Detention of incurable and harmless 
Lunatics and Idiots. Have you any Information that you can give to the Committee upon 
that Subject ? — I attend generally the monthly Meetings, where all the Cases are brought 
forward ; and I know that the first Question we ask of the Surgeon is, whether there is any 
Room, or whether he can make any Room by turning out the Harmless and Incurable. 
We endeavour to get as many of those that are Idiots and Harmless and Incurable removed 
to the different Workhouses; and by that Means, with the very greatest Difficulty, we are 
able to take in the most pressing Cases; but still I know we are very much pressed by 
incurable Cases ; and I see by the Return of the Inspector General of Prisons, that the idiot, 
epileptic, and incurable Cases amount to Two Thirds nearly of the entire Patients in these 
Institutions, while there are Sixty-seven Cases represented to be curable in the Gaols. 

2944. Mr. Hamilton .] Do you find any Objection on the Part of the Poor Law Com- 
missioners or the Guardians to receive those Cases? — We never correspond with the Poor 
Law Commissioners on the Subject; we go direct to the Boards of Guardians. The 
Accommodation in the Workhouse in Derry was extremely bad, and for a long Time after 
the Poor Law came first into operation the Guardians were not prepared to receive them ; 
they must select Servants or select other Paupers to attend upon those Cases ; besides, there 
is always an Unwillingness, and there always must be an Unwillingness. Under the present 
System, in the District Lunatic Asylums, the Patients are supported at the Expense of the 
County ; when they go to the Workhouse they must be maintained at the Expense of the 
Union or of the Electoral Division, and the Guardians are not very willing to receive them. 

2945. Chairman.'] Had you not a Correspondence with the Poor Law Commissioners 
about the Lunatic Wards in the Derry Workhouse? — The Board of Guardians were 
obliged to represent very strongly the extreme Dampness of them ; that they were on a 
Flag Flooring; that they were without Heat and without Ventilation; and at last we 
told them that they were so abhorrent to Humanity that we could not keep the People in 
them unless they laid out Money in making them habitable ; and they assented. 

2946. Had not you a Correspondence from the Castlederg Union of the same Kind?— 

The Correspondence with the Castlederg Union was as to the State of our Hospital in 
general. When the Workhouse was finished we borrowed some Money for building a Wall 
round the Grounds, and we found the Hospital in such a State that we wished to apply that 
Money in building an additional Story to the Hospital. The Commissioners hesitated for 
some Time, and tried to dissuade us from it; and at last, as Chairman of the Castlederg 
Union, I drew up a Statement of the State of the Hospital, and forwarded it to them, with 
an Application for an Alteration of it. With the Permission of the Committee I will read 
this Statement. It is dated “Castlederg, 8th December 1842: The most prominent 
Defects of the Hospital of the Castlederg Workhouse are, that it is deficient in Accommodation, 
Ventilation, Heat, and Light; there are only Two Wards, one for Males and one for 
Females, rendering it impossible further to separate Patients; these Wards are too small to 
have sufficient Space between the Beds ; the Bedsteads are too narrow, and without Sides. 
There is no Lying-in Ward; there is no Nurse’s Room on the Male Side; there are no 
Yards or open Spaces for Patients to exercise in; there are no Privies or Waterclosets to 
the Hospital ; there is no Dead House. There is a free Communication between the Male 
and Female Wards, and between both and the Female Side of the Workhouse, to the 
Privies of which the Male Patients resort. There is no Bath for the Hospital. There is no 
Lunatic or Epileptic Ward. There are no Means of heating Water, or doing any of the 
minor cooking Processes so requisite in an Hospital. All the Apartments are very w 
ventilated; the Wards have a small Stove each, and only one small Window to the North; 
the Chimneys all draw badly, particularly those of the Surgery and Nurse’s Room, the Fire- 
places of which are set in the Corner ; the Windows of these Rooms do not open, and there 
is no Access for Air, but by a small Hole below the Ridge-board ; they are very damp. L'gWj 
so essential to the Healthy, and if possible more so to the Sick, is as badly supplied as it 
could well be imagiued ; I say enough on this when I state that the Sun never did and neye^ 
can shine into any One of the Four Apartments as they are at present constructed. iie “ un ° 
is very defective; a small Stove in each Ward, set at the further Extremity from the Uoo , 
and the careful Exclusion of Light, to which add the defective Draught in the Chimneys, 
render it very difficult to maintain a proper Temperature.” That I signed, and sent up 
them, with an Application for an Alteration of the present Hospital, and adding a tory 
it ; to which they assented. „ ,, „ 

J 2947. ^° a 
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2947. You yourself having cognizance of the Facts ?— Certainly. 

2948. Mr. Young.-] Were the Alterations made as you suggested ?— Yes. We sot bv 

return of Post an Answer authorizing us to make the Alterations, and suggesting some 
Improvements on our Plan. BS b 

***** 

2964 Mr. Hamilton .] Do you think it would he desirable to extend the Lunatic 
Asylums, so as to provide Accommodation for incurable Lunatics f— My Opinion is that it 
would not be advisable to extend the present Lunatic Asvlums, which, built originally for 
98* Patients, contained, on the 1st of January 1843, no less than 1,773, so lar"e Additions 
have been made to them ; besides these, it appears by the Report of the Inspectors General 
of Prisons, that 1,035 were in Gaols and private Institutions nt the same Date and 700 in 
the Richmond and Cork Institutions; but that a better Plan would be to build distinct 
Houses, in which the harmless and incurable might be placed separately ; they would verv 
nearly support themselves by their Labour ; they would have Medical Attendance and 
proper Attention paid to them, and might be supported as cheaply as in a Workhouse. 

2965. Would not that have the Effect of forming a second Medical Establishment ’—It 
would; but it would be very difficult and very expensive to add to the present Lunatic 
Asylums; as they are situated near large Towns, it is almost impossible to get Ground to 
employ the People on. Near the City of Londonderry we have been obliged to pay 6/ an 
Acre for Ground ; and paying that Rent we still make a Profit, valuing the Potatoes grown 
thereon at the Contract Price ; the Impossibility of employing them otherwise makes me 
think that they could nearly maintain themselves by their Labour. 

2966. Is it your Opinion that it would be advisable to establish a Depot of some Kind 
or other, and then make Arrangements that they should be received into the Workhouses '* 
-The Poor Law Commissioners estimate that they have provided Accommodation in the 
Workhouses for 2,4-00 helpless and incurable Idiots. Now I think it would be more 
advisable if a House for 600 were built in each of the Provinces in some central Situation 
where Land could be got at a moderate Rate, and where they could get Superintendence 
and the Expense of the Medical Staff would fall lightly. 



The Right Hon. The Lord Monteagi.e. (19th June 1843.) 

3792. Chairman.] Your Lordship’s Attention has been directed a good deal to the 
Subject of Medical Charities in Ireland ? — For a considerable Number of Years of my Life 
it was; not only as to the general Principles by which they might be governed, but also as 
to the actual working of them ; and I had Occasion to visit almost all the Medical Charities 
m the South of Ireland, with a view to our own County Purposes, in the County of Limerick ; 

ut that Information is of old standing, and except, therefore, as it embraces Principles, I 
should be sorry to consider it as applicable to the existing State of Things; for many of 
the Abuses which were unquestionably existing at that Period have, I hope, been reformed 
uring the Tears that have subsequently elapsed; still, as connecting themselves with 
rrinciples and with the Law, even that Experience might be of some Importance. 

3793. Perhaps your Lordship would favour the Committee with your Views of the Prin- 

ciples upon which Medical Charities ought to be regulated ? — Confining my Evidence to the 
South of Ireland, with which I am principally connected, I think the leading Difficulty is, 
not any Want of Liberality on the Part of Grand Juries, nor any Want of Disposition to 
contribute on the Part of the Landed Proprietors, but it is a Deficiency of a proper System 
o Inspection, Control, and Audit. Persons who are inclined to do what is right are frequently 
rUSt w- ®* ecu ** on °f those Intentions by the Want of adequate Agency to carry their 

own Wishes into effect. I have never found any great Difficulty, even in a remote Part of 

eland, in obtaining from neighbouring Proprietors, whether Resident or Absentee, Con- 
ri utions towards any charitable Object that we might have in view ; but I have found 
extreme Difficulty in ensuring a just System of Administration when a Medical Charity has 
en founded ; that, I think, is the great and leading Defect of our present System. 

3794. How would your Lordship suggest that that Defect should he remedied? — Various 
• ea J? s ’ * think, might be adopted, all of which would be good provided the Supervision 
ofl° f/fl ^ independent Character; by independent I mean not only independent 
M 1 lience » ^ut independent also of professional Bias. It may be difficult to obtain 

e ical Knowledge without exposing yourself to Medical Bias, but undoubtedly it is of very 
offfi pif 0I ^ nCe t * ie Medical Knowledge so brought to bear upon the Administration 
e Charities should be at least unconnected with any professional Bias within the different 
unties and Cities to which the Inspection would apply. I can imagine, for instance, a 
uifTc Inspection in which a Medical Man taken from Londonderry would be a very 
n) l y jP erv ^ sor °f a Charity which may be at Cork, and vice versa; but I think there 
loc 1 e S real: Difficulties and great Embarrassments if Parliament were to rely upon 
“ P rofe ssi° n al Men becoming effective Checks upon the Medical Charities within their 
nspective Counties. ' 

J^Your Lordship’s Objection would not apply to general Inspection by Medical 
n~oo eita ‘ n ^ not; blit I should at the same Time think that such Inspection would he 
— App.) q defective 
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defective unless the Medical Men were accompanied also by some Civilian. If the I 
were exclusively of a Medical Character, I cannot help thinking that it would be defer? ° n 
I am sure that in the Administration, for instance, of our Lunatic Asylums with wh' hi 
have been long familiar, although the Administration must be of a Medical Character m 1 
or less, the Supervision is better from being of an unprofessional Character. more 

3796. The Object of the Inspection being twofold, fiscal and medical? Yes- and 

only fiscal and medical, but administrative ; that the Regularity and strict Discipline if°T 
may so express myself, of all the Medical Charities, which are of extreme Importance should 
be brought into one Centre as it were, so as to apply the combined Experience of the whole 
in improving the Medical Charities of Ireland. The Committee are aware that by an Act 
which I introduced into the House of Commons, I think in the Year 1832, I made an 
ineffectual Attempt to reach this Object by empowering the Grand Juries to appoint Com- 
mittees of a permanent Character, to inspect and report upon the Medical Charities. In 
some Counties I believe that Act has been brought into Agency ; in the County of Cork I 
think it was ; but generally speaking, I fear it has been only a dead Letter ; and I doubt 
whether we could rely upon any local Inspection to attain the Object which the Committee 
and Parliament would both have in view, namely, securing increased Efficiency for 
Medical Charities of Ireland. * 6 

3797. With respect to the Lunatic Asylums, your Lordship has stated that your Atten- 
tion has been particularly directed to them?— My Attention during the whole of my Life 
has been turned to the State of the Lunatic Poor in Ireland ; and I very much fear that, in 
place of improving, we are now retrograding upon that Subject, and that, unless some 
Alteration in the Law and the Practice shall take place, we shall find reproduced in Ireland 
all the Evils which it was the Intention of the Act of 1817 to extricate us from; or if not 
all the Evils, yet a considerable Portion of them. 

3798. To what does your Lordship attribute that Retrogression of which you have 
spoken ? — Partly to a Defect in the Law, and, partly, as it appears to me, to a Deficiency 
in carrying out the existing Law as far as it might be carried. I think the Law requires 
Amendment ; and I think that, under Provisions of the existing Law, the Number of 
Asylums ought to be extended. 

3799. Are you aware that the Asylums are occupied very frequently by incurable Cases 
of Lunacy ?— -I hat is one of the Defects to which I should most strongly call the Attention 
of the Committee. There is a general Want of Accommodation, which might partly be 
supplied under the existing Law ; but which, to supply fully, will require an Alteration of 
the Law as it now stands. The Committee are probably aware that there are at the present 
Moment 214> Insane Persons in Ireland, who are confined in the Gaols of the Country, of 
whom only Forty are either charged or convicted of criminal Offences ; the other 174 are 
Persons who are confined in those Gaols merely for the Purposes of safe Custody. Now, 
when I ventured to suggest to the Committee that we were going back upon this Subject, 
I take this as the strongest Proof of that Assertion. Before the Act of 1817 no Provision 
was made for Lunatics, excepting in those few Parts of Ireland where Lunatic Asylums have 
been established under old Irish Acts (of which Asylums the only good one was to be found 
at Cork), and in the City of Dublin, where the first Improvement was made by the Estab- 
lishment of the Richmond Lunatic Asylum ; at that Period many Lunatics were confined in 
Gaols, merely from the Want of any other Place to confine them. Now, from the Want of 
Accommodation in existing Lunatic Asylums, or from the Want of Lunatic Asylums in 
particular Districts, we are again falling hack to that most pernicious and inhuman of all 
Practices, and confining Lunatics unconvicted or unsuspected of Crime in Gaols; not only 
leaving them without a Provision of any proper Agency for their medical and moral Treat- 
ment, for their Employment, for Air, for Exercise, but, in addition to all these Evils, we 
are also disorganizing the whole internal Management of the Prisons themselves. You are 
doing a double Mischief; you are committing a Crime against Society by not providing 
adequately for that which the Law recognizes to be a grievous Calamity, in the Cure of 
winch the State at large is interested ; and you are also disorganizing your Prison Discipline; 
for 1 need not urge upon Members of the Committee acquainted with the proper Manage- 
ment or a Prison how impossible it must be to provide for the proper Management of a Prison, 
such as that of Trim, for instance, in the County of Meath, in which there are Fifteen 
Lunatics at the present Moment confined. 

3800. Then your Lordship would concur iu the Suggestion which has been made of the 

Expediency of extending the Accommodation in the present Lunatic Asylums?— I think 
the Circumstance to which I have now adverted, and other Circumstances to which I wish 
to call the Attention of die Committee, prove, I conceive, that the existing Accommodation 
is not adequate ; because I am perfectly persuaded that the Magistrates of Counties where 
diere are Lunatics confined in the Prisons at the present Moment would never allow that 
System to continue if there was a Lunatic Asylum in which those Persons could be 
received. J 

. 380L Your Lordship is aware that the Accommodation of the existing Lunatic Asylums 
is very much diminished by the Fact of the Incurables being kept in those Asylums i'- 
Yes; and I conceive that until that Difficulty is met, and met by a very large Measure, the 
present System for the Management of Lunatic Asvlums in Ireland will never be that 
9 J whicn 
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which the Public have a Right to expect. Various Ways have been suggested of meeting 
that Difficulty. 00 

3802. Will your Lordship have the goodness to state to the Committee your own Views 
on the Subject . I may first advert to a Remedy upon which some Persons have been 
disposed to rely, winch seems to be in the Contemplation of the Administrators of the Law 
as it now stands. 1 allude particularly to the Administrators of the Poor Law It seems 
tobein the Contemplation of the Builders of our Workhouses in Ireland to make Provision 
within the Workhouse for Lunatics of various Kinds ; and it has been suggested by some 
Persons that the incurable LunaUcs might be removed from the Lunatic Asylums into the 
Workhouses. Now, when I took the .Liberty of stating to the Committee that we were 
falling back upon this Subject, m place of improving, I do not think the Number of 
Lunatics who are confined within our Gaols is a stronger Proof of Retrogression than an 
Attempt to make a Provision for the Lunatic Poor of Ireland in connexion with the Poor- 
Law Administration within the Workhouse. I think anv such Arrangement would be the 
most fatal and mischievous Step which could possibly be taken. I cannot speak o-enerally 
in respect to the architectural Arrangement of the Workhouses; but in respect to that 
which is in the Union to which I belong, namely Itathkeale, I can assure the Committee 
that the Accommodation which is provided there for Idiots or Lunatics is of a Character 
so utterly inapplicable to either the humane Management of such a Calamity, or those 
Principles of Management which are introduced into the District Lunatic Asylums that 
there is not a greater Contrast between Light and Darkness than between the one and the 
other. Ranges of small Cells, without Means of Exercise, without Means of Employment 
And the Committee are aware, from the Inquiries and Reports already before Parliament' 
that upon the Employment of the Lunatic, and, above all, his Employment in the open 
Air, in cultivating Garden Ground, that upon the Application of such Means almost all 
the Chances of his Recovery depend. 1 am also aware, that if a Lunatic Asylum is well 
managed, scarcely any personal Restraint, and certainly nothing approaching to personal 
Cruelty, is required ; but if it is thought that without due Management* but with simply the 
System of Management incident to another Establishment of a totally different Character, 
controlled by other Agencies, and not under the same moral Direction, you can provide for 
Lunatics either curable or incurable, or even Idiots, I think the Committee in such 
Expectations will be deeply disappointed. 



3803. Mr. W.S. O'Brien.'] From your Observation of those Cells, do you not consider 
that the Confinement of Idiots in Pool-houses might be characterized almost as Imprison- 
ment, supposing it were enforced according to what appears to be the Regulation of the 
\\orkhouse ? I think it would be Imprisonment of the most injurious Kind, such as must 
form an entire Bar to all Chance of Recovery. And I speak the more confidently upon 
this Subject, because the first Acquaintance that I had with this Question, the first Know- 
ing 6 }■ obtained respecting the Condition of the Lunatic Poor, was from inspecting a 
Workhouse in the South of Ireland in which Lunatics had been for a very long Time 
confined. It was a Workhouse in the City of Limerick, provided in appearance with all 
the Mechanism of Inspection and Control ; the Treatment of the Lunatics was in that 
Workhouse considered as supplemental to the general System of the Place. When I tell 
the Committee that there was not provided any efficient Agent either for moral Govern- 
ment or for Medical Care; that there was no Person there who had been brought up or 
instructed in the Management of Lunatics in an Asylum ; that Cruelty and Vice both 
prevailed to the greatest possible Extent; that Persons were left chained, their Hands under 

eir Knees, for Weeks and Months, and almost for Years, so that on getting Superinten- 
dents properly qualified from Experience in large Establishments to undertake the Preform 

0 Asylum that I have described, when those unfortunate Lunatics were released from 
■ eir , ns ant -l their Bonds they were found to be so entirely crippled, that it was 
impossible for them to stand upright until after applying Oils and Friction to their Limbs 

01 a considerable Portion of Time. Those poor Persons, who were as harmless as any 
at can be named, but who had nevertheless been subjected to all this Severity, were, after 

a Length of Time, restored so far to the free Use of their Limbs that they were able to 
raove about and to stand in the Yards for Exercise. Now, although I have already stated 
iat it would be a very unfair Inference to suppose that Abuses like those I have described 
are likely to arise again in the present Workhouses, under the present System of elected 
ardians, and the efficient Superintendence of the Commissioners, I still think that as 
ong as you merely regard a Provision for the Lunatic Poor as supplementary to another 
c an table Establishment with which the Lunatic Poor are not necessarily connected, you 
r, , e Abuses reproduced, differing in degree, but the same in principle as those which 

I have described. ° b F F 

3804. Under the present Arrangement of Workhouses is it possible to escape from the 
ernative of either having those unfortunate Creatures confined in a Species of Imprison- 
ment, or having the general Economy of the Workhouse disturbed by their being amongst 

6 nr ”ates ?~I think it quite impossible. Besides, it is of the Essence of the due Manage- 
ent ot Lunatic Asylums, as appears from the Reports upon this Subject, to have a certain 
pace of Land annexed to the Building; and 1 have already endeavoured to call the 
eution of the Committee to the Fact that there is no Space connected with the Work- 
Ireland that would be adequate for the fair exercising and Employment of 
(193 — Apf.) Q 2 Lunatics. 
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Lunatics. I think we have something like Twenty Acres of Land connected with the 
Lunatic Asylum of Limerick. Besides which, in the Return which has been laid before the 
House of Lords upon this Subject, the Committee will see that the general Attendance 
provided for the Lunatics is the casual Attendance of other Paupers, selected from the 
other Inmates of the Workhouse. I find, in the general Observations appended to the 
Return, it is stated that “ Insane Paupers are, like other Classes of Paupers, under 
the Care and Superintendence of the Medical Officers of the Unions, as well as of the 
Nurses and other Officers in the Workhouse, assisted by Pauper Inmates in some Cases.” 
But if you look through the Return you will find that those “some Cases” in fact 
include almost every Case ; in almost every Case the Agency relied upon for the Care 
of Lunatics within the Workhouse is that of the Pauper Attendants only. Now, indeed, 
in reference to One of the Workhouses, that of Clonmel, the Report states, that the Mode of 
Treatment cannot be considered as affording, in the Workhouse, “ proper Means for the 
Treatment of Insane Persons, should they happen to be violent or refractory, as the only 
Class of Servants at command are unskilful, and from being unpaid, reluctant, and therefore 
not to be confided in. Hence, when any of the Inmates become violent or refractory, we 
endeavour to have them transferred to the District Lunatic Asylum, where they can be 
properly attended to. In short, however the Workhouse may answer for harmlessly Insane 
or Idiots, it can hardly be considered, under existing Circumstances, a proper Place for the 
Treatment of Insanity generally.” 

3805. Chairman .] Then would you recommend the appointing of a Ward for chronic 
Cases at the existing Lunatic Asylum?— I doubt whether that would be the best Mode of 
Proceeding. I should think it is well deserving the Attention of the Committee, whether 
as a Matter of Humanity first, and as a Matter of Economy also, it is not better to resort 
to another System. If you were to add to the existing Lunatic Asylums a Ward sufficient 
to provide Accommodation for the chronic Cases, you must increase the Size of those 
Asylums very largely indeed. The Difficulty of managing the Asylum will be very nearly 
in proportion to the Number of Inmates. An Establishment which is now good and effi- 
cient for the Management of 150 or 200 Patients will not be adequate for 300, 350, or 400. 
In point of Economy, if the Committee compare the Expense of maintaining Patients in the 
existing Asylums with what the Expense might be reduced to, if limited to the Support of 
chronic and idiotic Patients, and epileptic Patients, taking the average Cost of Patients in 
the Lunatic Asylums as one Measure, and taking the Cost in the Cork Establishment as 
another, whicli is a more economical Establishment, I believe you will find that those 
Persons would be maintained at Half the Expense if you had an entirely separate Establish- 
ment for the chronic Cases. My Opinion therefore is, undoubtedly, that it would be more 
advantageous if, within the several Districts, you had separate Establishments for the incurable 
Cases, to which they could be sent from the various Asylums, and where they could be 
managed under such physical and moral Treatment as was best suited to those particular 
Classes of Malady. I believe this would be found more economical than adding largely to 
the existing Asylums; besides which, from the architectural Plans of most of them, they are 
scarcely susceptible of much Increase without Interference with their due Administration. 
Upon the present Plan they are constructed upon what is commonly called the Windmill 
Plan, which resembles, in some Degree, the original Panopticon ; the Keeper’s House is 
in the Centre, having Means of Control and Access to each Department, situated m 
radiating Buildings; and if you have to add to those, you must add to them either by a 
separate Establishment with which the Keeper’s House is altogether unconnected, ° r y° u 
must extend your radiating Buildings to a most inconvenient Length. 1 think it would be 
better Economy, for instance, if in Munster you had a large Establishment for the incurable 
Patients, to which you could transfer all that came under that Definition in Clonmel, m 
Cork, in Waterford, and in Limerick, and who are now confined in the Prisons and in the 
Workhouses. I believe you would find that Arrangement a more economical as well as a 
more humane Mode of dealing with the Case, than by adding to each of those separate 
Buildings. 

380<i. Mr. W. S. O’Brien.'] Do you think that Olio Hospital for maintaining incurable 
Patients would be sufficient for a Province ? — No, I do not think it would. I only put tna 
Case for the sake of an Illustration, not by any means as meaning to state that I thin c ne 
would be adequate for the incurable Idiots and Lunatics of the Province of Munster. 

3807. In the large Counties probably it would require One for each County?-— N°>J 

should doubt that ; I think that in the County of Cork it would. I think you would req ul 
Three for the Province of Munster; I think you would require One for the Conn y ^ 
Limerick, including also the Northern Part of Kerry, Clare, and the Ormond Baionv ^ 
Tipperary; another at Clonmel for the lower Portion of Tipperary and Waterford, 
perhaps Portions of the Eastern Division of Cork; and another for the County of oi ' ® 
the Southern Part of Kerry; and with those Three Establishments I bdievc 0 p 

more economically, as well as more humanely, provide for the whole of this U 
Cases. 

3808. Viscount Courtenay. ] Your Opinion would have reference to the existing 

tions in Ireland ; you would not, on general Grounds, think of placing the Incurs > es „ ^ 
same Institution with those that might be cur ed?— No; if the District for which the ^ ^ 
lishment was intended was small, for instance, if taking the curable and incurable ^ 
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the probable Maximum of Patients that they were likely to receive in the Asylum did not 
exceed 200, I think you might safely undertake the Charge of 200 Patients ; but if, having 
the Probability of receiving 200 curable Patients, you ask me whether I am willing to add 
300 or 400 incurable Idiots and epileptic Patients, so as to make the Number of Patients 
500 or 600, then I say there exist Limits which should be maintained with a view to due 
Management, and that by some Mode or another, either by the Division of the District or 
by the Separation of the Establishments into the Two Classes of Malady. 

3809. Under an improved System of Treatment of Lunatics is it not found that the 
incurable Cases bear a very small Proportion to those which are susceptible if not of absolute 
Cure, yet of Amelioration ? — No, unfortunately ; under the most improved Management I 
believe the most that can be expected would be, that out of a given Number of Cases under 
Treatment you might hope to restore Twenty-five per Cent, to such a State of Sanity as to 
be sent back to their Friends. The Calamity may be greatly alleviated; the physical 
Suffering may be almost put an end to, and above all, the Mischief done to Society can be 
wholly averted ; but as to restoring the Majority, or even Half of those who are brought in 
as recent Cases, I am afraid that is quite out of the Question. The Scheme that I have 
taken the Liberty of recommending, the Committee are aware is acted on in the great 
Establishment of Saint Luke’s in London. All Patients are received as curable Patients, 
and after the Probation of a Year, if not cured (unless the System is changed), they are 
then transferred to Establishments of another Character. 
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3810. Chairman .] Has not the Proportion of Cases in which Cures have been effected at 
Hanwell been very extraordinary, under the Treatment there? — I believe it has ; but I think 
that in all Lunatic Hospitals, if you can separate the curable and the incurable Cases, you 
do a oreat Good. I think it is an Observation of Forsyth, in describing some of the great 
Hospitals in Italy ; he speaks of the Word incurable, which he says forbids Hope to the 
Patient, and represses Exertion and Zeal on the Part of the Physician ; for the Purpose of 
encouraging both Hope and Zeal, I should suggest the Advantage of removing the incurable 
Lunatics from our District Asylums. I think if you convert our existing Asylums into 
large Asylums for the incurable, you will diminish the Efficiency of the curable Branch of 
the° Establishment. But the great Mischief that I apprehend, and that which I should again 
and again endeavour to impress upon the Attention of the Committee, is the Situation of 
Lunatics either in Workhouses or in Gaols as being inconsistent with every Feeling of 
Humanity or with the Possibility of dealing justly with the Malady. 

3811. What Plan would your Lordship suggest for the Management of those Asylums 
that you have recommended? — I think the present System of Management of the existing 
District Asylums is an extremely good one. I have been from the Beginning one of the 
Governors on the Committee of Management of the Limerick Asylum, which is one of the 
largest and was one of the earliest. They are appointed by the Government ; and generally 
speaking the Government communicate with the Parties who are locally interested, to know 
whom they can rely upon for Attendance. We have been fortunately circumstanced, having 
our Asylum near a great City ; we have had in former limes a never-failing Fund of Intel- 
ligence and Benevolence in the Members of the Society of Friends who inhabit our City. 
Whenever we are able in the South ot Ireland, whether at Cork, Limerick, or Clonmel, to 
get the Assistance of Quakers, Merchants or Members of the Society of Friends, we secure 
the best Agents for the Management of our Establishments. The Officers of the Asylum 
are appointed through the Agency of Government; the Government select the moral 
Governors and the Matrons ; and that System I approve of. I think it is infinitely better 
than any local Election. 

3812. Viscount Courtenay.] Who selects the Physicians? — The Government ; and that 
again is much better than any local Selection. 

3813. Is the Officer who has the principal Superintendence of the Asylum a Medical 
Man?— Our moral Governor is not a Medical Man, but we have a regular Physician also. 



3814. Do you think it desirable that there should be a Division of that Sort ?— I should 
select as moral Governor the Man that had the greatest Fitness generally for the Manage- 
ment of the Insane, and the greatest Desire to ameliorate their Condition. It L found a 
benevolent Man, a Man of Experience, a Physician, I would select him, not because he was 
a Physician, but because he had such Qualifications. I shall be very sorry to consider 
Medical Knowledge as a necessary Qualification. 

3815. But, caateris paribus, should you consider Medical Knowledge an Advantage.— I 
should rather have the Physician a separate Officer of the Establishment, in >. 
caeteris paribus ; but unquestionably I should look for the best qualified Man mo er re p , 
rather than selecting a Physician. 

3816. Chairman.-] With respect to the Mode of supporting the Institution, what is your 
Opinion ?-I think our present Mode is perfect in all respects, except that it may not oe 
quite as economical as might be. I think that the Expense is somewhat more lan can q 
understand; I cannot understand how the Expenses are so great as they are. But wuen 11 
say that it is perfect I mean that those who administer, who are appointed by (jovernment, 
Have a full Power of providing adequately for the Support of the Inmates of those Estab- 
lishments; there being a compulsory Presentment, as it is termed, levied oil the contributing 

U °W3.-App.) Q 3 3817 ' Mr - 
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3817. Mr. W. S. O'Brien.'] Under the present Arrangements respecting the Administr 

tion of Lunatic Asylums, there is no Representation on the Part of the Rate-payers 
such? — I think there would be great Difficulty in obtaining such Representation, because^ 
will be recollected that the District for each of those Lunatic Asylums is not simply One 
County, but it is a District composed of various Counties or Counties of Cities; it is a W 
District, and you could scarcely get an adequate or just Representation of all those Counties 
nor, indeed, do I think it very necessary. * 

3818. Under the existing System is it not possible that a Person may take the principal 
Part in the local Administration, who does not contribute a single Fraction to the Main- 
tenance of the Establishment? — That is perfectly true; but I should not think there is great 
Danger of Abuse where the sole Object of the Establishment is a Malady like that of 
Lunacy. 

3819. Your Lordship is aware that these Lunatic Asylums are very expensive Establish- 
ments; do you conceive that that is necessarily incident to the Nature of the Disease and the 
Character of the Establishments, or may it not in some Measure be owing to the Want of due 
economical Control on the Part of those who administer them? — I do not think it arises 
from that ; I think a considerable Portion of the increased Expense arises from the Desire 
which is felt, and rightly felt, of giving Employment to those People; there is a great deal of 
Employment carried on, and I believe most of that Employment is not of a very profitable 
Nature ; the Number of Attendants is also very great. Probably many of the Things 
which are produced by the Labour of the Patients within the Asylum are useful, as far as 
relates to the Management of the Insane; but as relates to the Finances of the Establish- 
ment, it would be cheaper to go to Market and buy wlmt they want, I cannot help 
suspecting. 

3820. But after the first Expense has been incurred in the Purchase of Land, does it not 
seem almost impossible that the Employment should be otherwise than a Gain to the Asylum? 
— That is the Case with respect to horticultural and agricultural Employment, but not with 
respect to Employments in which Materials may be used, such as Weaving, or Tailoring, or 
Shoemaking, or any thing of that Description. 

3821. Is it your Impression that Clothes and Shoes, for instance, could be bought in the 
Market cheaper than the raw Material would cost when worked up by the Patient? — I have 
very little Doubt indeed, that with respect to Insane Persons, whether in Prisons or in other 
public Establishments, I think it probable that it would be infinitely cheaper to buy such 
Articles as Shoes and Clothes than to get them manufactured in the Place, because the Waste 
of Material is so considerable. 

3822. Mr. ViUiers Stuart.] Do you see any Objection to Lunatics above the Situation of 
Paupers being admitted into Lunatic Asylums, on their Friends undertaking to pay a certain 
Sum for their Maintenance? — Such a System has undoubtedly some Advantages, but it is 
attended with great Dangers and great Difficulties. It provides for a Class of Cases entitled 
to very great Compassion and Attention, because they are Persons who may not have the 
Means of paying the full Amount which would be required at private Asylums, and yet who 
do not come strictly under the Description of Paupers, and who consequently are left either 
without Assistance at the present Moment, or are obtaining an Assistance which maybe 
almost termed fraudulent ; namely, when they come in under the Character of Paupers, 
when in point of fact they are able to provide for themselves. But although such a Case is 
or ought to be provided for, it can only be provided for under very strict Management; 
because if you receive one Class of Patients in a Lunatic Asylum who by their Position in 
Society are placed above the Level of the others, there may he more or less a Tendency on 
the Part of the Officers to regard their Interests, and to attend to the Management of their 
Disease, in preference to the Cases of others. To make this Alteration of System practicable 
at all Care must be taken that the Amount of Fees shall go exclusively to the Maintenance 
of the Establishment, and in no respect whatever to the Benefit of the Physician or Governor, 
or of any of the Attendants in the Asylum. But you must be very certain that this Principle 
is worked out honestly to the utmost, for if you give to any Person in the Asylum a pecuniary 
Interest to pay more Attention to one Class of Patients rather than to another, the whole of 
the Establishment will be disorganized. 

3823. Viscount Courtenay.] Are yon aware that that System of which you speak exists at 
Chester and in other Institutions in England ?— Yes, and at Stafford, and in various other 
Establishments; I believe at Hanwell; and it has been found, if properly guarded and 
properly administered, that it brings something in aid of the public Purse, and at the same 
Time provides Relief for a Class of Cases which otherwise are inadequately relieved. 

3824.. Are you able to state what is the Amount paid by Patients of this superior Class 
when they go to private Asylums?— I think from the Statement in a very excellent Book, 
Mr. Phelan’s Work upon Medical Charities, that about 30/. a Year was the ordinary 
Payment required from Persons in the Middle Classes of Life in private Asylums. 

3825. At how much per Head are Patients kept in public Lunatic Asylums?— In a 
District Lunatic Asylum for about 20 1 a Year. 

3826. Including Wear and Tear of Clothes?— I believe including every thing, the 
Expense of the Establishment, but not including the Capital which has been invested in the 
Building, or in the Purchase of the Ground. 

3827. Then 
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3827. Then are the Committee to understand your Lordship to say that, in respect to 
the local governing Bodies of these Institutions, you would not suggest any Alteration from 
that which at present prevails; supposing a Central Board were established in the Metro- 
polis, would you place those Institutions under the Control of that Board ?— Most assuredly; 
assuming the Establishment of a central Authority, intelligent, competent, and impartial, 
I think it would be of the very Essence of the due Administration of the Asylums that they 
should all he brought under such Control. Undoubtedly there exists a Species of Control 
at the present Moment, under the Prison Acts, through the Agency of the Inspectors of 
Prisons, but their periodical Visitation is perfectly inadequate to the Necessity of the Case ; 
it rather furnishes Evidence of the Defects of the System, than gives you any real and 
practical Means for its Improvement. 

3828. Mr. Villiers Stuart .] Would there not be much less Danger of Abuse in admitting 
such Patients as have been alluded to, above the Class of Paupers, if a System of Inspection 
were introduced?— Infinitely less; without that Check it would be practically impossible; 
much local Influence might arise, and might lead to Abuse. I have seen somethin* of this 
in my Experience. 

3829. Viscount Courtenay. ~\ What is the System of Audit that prevails with reference 
to the Expenditure of the District Asylums?— The whole of the Expenditure is brought 
under the Review of the local Governors, and ultimately there is an Audit on the Part of 
the Auditors at Somerset House. I have no doubt that with respect to the Expenditure, 
and accounting for the Money, every thing is now done that can be required ; but with 
respect to its economical Administration, I am not quite sure whether there mi*ht not be 
a little more Economy introduced in the Management of those Asylums. 

3830. In the Case of those Asylums being placed under a Central Board, would you place 
the Audit of the Accounts in the Hands of the Inspectors?— 1 should certainly give them 
the Power of Audit, and make it a Part of their Duty; but I should be very 5 reluctant 
indeed to part with the additional Security of a local Control on the Part of the Gentlemen 
who administer the Affairs of the Asylum, because the one Audit would be a mere Com- 
parison of the Entries and Vouchers, which is already adequately provided for ; the local 
Control would be a stricter Audit with respect to Prices, and to due Economy and a Know- 
ledge of Markets, and all those Matters which come more within the Cognizance of local 
Directors than of Persons coming from a Distance; I would combine a general Supervision 
and local Responsibility in the Audit, but making the former subordinate to the latter. 

3831. Is there sufficient Provision throughout the Country for Lunatic Patients who are 
able to pay for their own Support ? — No, I am sure there is not ; on the contrary, I have 
known Cases myself in which, from the total Want of any such Provision, the Governors, 
rather than leave a very distressing Case without any Relief, have admitted into the Asylum 
Persons whose Friends were competent to pay for them ; the only Alternative being leaving 
them at large, or casting them back on their Families. 

3832. With respect to Workhouse Accommodation, are the Committee to understand 
that your Observation applies to all Classes of Persons suffering under Aberration of Mind; 
to Idiots and to harmless Lunatics, ns well as to those who are violent ?— Undoubtedly, my 
Observation applies to all ; a different Mode of Treatment would be applicable to the 
idiotic Patients of whose Recovery no Hope at all exists; in that Case all that is required is 
a humane Administration, safe Custody, and such a Location as may not interfere with the 
Duties of Society in other respects. I mean, that assuming that humane Treatment could 
be secured in a Prison, which I think it could not, still, if the placing an Idiot in a Gaol 
interfered with the general Economy of the Gaol, I should object to his being there placed ; 
but I think it would not be inappropriate in placing him in an Asylum for other Classes of 
incurable Lunatic Patients. 

3833. Your Lordship was understood to express a strong Objection to Idiots being mixed 
up with the other Classes of Inmates of Workhouses? — An insuperable one. I cannot 
imagine any thing more unjustifiable, distressing, or more cruel ; I do not think the poor 
People in Ireland are without the strongest, the most kindly, and most charitable Emotions; 
but I should be very sorry to see them exposed to the Temptation arising out of having an 
unfortunate Idiot continually in association with them. He becomes too often the Butt of 
their Ridicule, and the Object of their Derision, and his Condition after he has been 
placed in the Asylum by your Interposition becomes a much more painful one than it was 
before, and whilst he was at large. Now if Society undertakes a Duty, it ought to perform 
it fully ; it ought surely to take good Care that the Condition of the Object whom it seeks 
to relieve is not made worse than it would have been if Society bad not interposed at all. 
1 think, from the Papers which have been laid before the House of Lords, it will be clear 
to the Committee that there is an enormous Provision made for Lunatics under the Poor 

aws, and that there is a consequent Intention of extending the Accommodation for 

unatics in the Workhouses of Ireland very far indeed ; there seems to be Provision 
wide in every Workhouse for that Purpose. Now I believe that if such were your Object, 

at in no One Workhouse is there anv adequate Provision of Accommodation for 
-lunatics. 

U . ,834u Does that Provision consist in the setting apart a particular Yard or Ward ? — 

■in respect to the Extent of Accommodation, from the Papers before Parliament, which 
(193 — App.) Q 4, give 
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{rive the Number of Cells, and from wlmt I perceive in the very Returns made t 
Queries, there are Admissions made which are to my Mind full of Danger with r the 
the humane Treatment of the Lunatics. If the Cells become too fu?l, for instan^ l ° 
Balliuasloe, I see that there is a Statement that « Thirty-six could be accommodated T 
they were not violent or requiring separate Cells.” This seems to assume the Possibilit’ f 
confining Thirty-six People there in a Manner which would be utterly riskful to Life ^ °i 
inconsistent with common Decency and common Humanity. The Committee must al ^ 
recollect, that incurable Cases by no Means represent a Class of Cases in which a LunatT 
is left in hopeless but calm Tranquillity. The incurable Cases are sometimes Cases subject 
to violent and dreadful Paroxysms ; and yet, in some of these Returns, they evidentl 
contemplate lodging Patients together; at 13 an bridge, for instance, there are Six Cells 
with Two Beds in each. Now, imagine the Impropriety of putting Two Lunatics liable 
to Paroxysms in One Cell. Again, at Cashel, there is this Statement, “Accommodation 
is provided for Twelve Persons, with a Bed to each, but in case of an Emergency, double 
that Number could be accommodated so that the Provision contemplated °is, that Two 
Lunatics should occupy One Bed. 

3835. You spoke of Ilathkeale Workhouse; do you know what Provision is made 
there, or in the neighbouring Workhouse of Newcastle, with reference to Lunatics ?— At 
Rathkeale at the present Moment there is stated to be Accommodation for Two Males 
and Six Females ; Three Cells with Two Beds in each, and an Inspector’s Room to each 
Ward. Fortunately there are only Two Insane Persons, so that the Inconvenience I have 
described does not arise there. I do not quarrel with the building of those Cells; it may 
be convenient to have within particular Localities Places for the momentary Confinement 
of the Insane in Transit; that may be wise, it may be just and necessary; but as to any 
permanent Use of those Establishments for the Care of the Insane, even for Idiots, 1 think 
it is perfectly incompatible with any common Principle of Humanity to dream of it. I 
find it stated from the Lunatic Asylum connected with the Workhouse at Limerick, that 
some of the Patients have been obliged to have Pallets placed upon the Floor. That is not 
a proper Mode of dealing with the Insane. But even if the Architecture of the Work- 
houses was suitable for the Purpose, you have neither the Space for Exercise nor 
the moral Agency that is requisite ; you may get a good Matron or a good Master of a 
Workhouse who knows no more of the Management of Lunatics than he does of the 
Treatment of Fever Patients. 

3836. Mr. Young.'] A Copy of the Resolutions which have been submitted to this Com- 
mittee has been placed in your Hands, and you will observe the Paragraphs which apply 
to Lunatic Asylums. With reference to the first, it would appear that you do not agree 
in it ? — The first consists of Two Parts. In the first Recommendation I entirely agree, 
“ that the .Accommodation provided by Lunatic Asylums should be rendered adequate to 
the Reception of the whole Number of Lunatic Patients who may require such Relief ;” 
the second Portion is, “ that a Ward for chronic and incurable Cases be provided in every 
Asylum.” I differ in Opinion from that; I think the better Course would be the Course 
I have recommended, namely, the Erection of central Asylums for the incurable. But 
unquestionably the Recommendation of the Committee is a very great Improvement upon 
the present System. It is a Recommendation which we have carried into effect in the 
Asylum at Limerick. We have added Wards for chronic and incurable Cases, but I think 
that it greatly injures the Asylum, and impairs its efficient Administration. 

3837. Is it your Opinion that it endangers the Efficiency of the Institution to provide 
such a Ward, and also that such a Ward may be better anti more economically provided 
in some other Manner ? — I think the primary Inconvenience and Danger arises from the 
large Number of Patients admitted. If the Number was not passing the Power of Govern- 
ment of the Governor and the Matron, I should see the Objection less forcibly than I now 
do ; but if the Principle which I have urged upon the Committee were adopted, namely, 
of^ withdrawing all Lunatics from the Gaois, and withdrawing all the Lunatics from the 
Workhouses, if you were to endeavour to make Provision for those in the existing Asylums, 
I am afraid the Asylum would be so large as to be unmanageable, and would exceed the 
Power of due Administration of One Person ; however, I do not mean to deny that the 
Recommendation of the Committee would be a great Improvement upon the present 
System. 

3838. Then, as regards the next Paragraph, is it not your Opinion that it might be 
acceded to if carefully guarded ?— Yes, I think it might, if carefully guarded; but it would 
require the strict Enforcement of Two Principles ; first, that the Profit derived from the 
Treatment of such Persons of a higher Class should go to the Public, and next, that there 
should be established an efficient Control, with the Power of Dismissal of any One single 
Officer in the Asylum who receives any pecuniary Profit whatever, in consequence of the 
Treatment of this Class of Patients. 

3S39. With regard to the third Recommendation, does the Management of Lunatic 
Asylums appear to you to be sufficiently well provided for ?— I think it is; I think thatm 
all the Intercourse I have had on this Subject with various Governments, from the * ear 
1817 up to the present Time, so far from there having been any Difficulty as to the Ap- 

° pointment 
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pointment of those who are locally interested, either on the Part of the Government of 
Lord Liverpool, or of the Duke ot Wellington, or of Lord Grey, or of Lord Melbourne, 
the Difficulty has been to find out willing and competent Persons to assist in the Adminis- 
tration of this Charity. 1 he only Object on the Part of any Government must be to get 
fit and proper Persons. I doubt very much the Expediency of making the Grand Jury 
the Medium of Recommendation. I think Grand Juries, of all Bodies, are the least fit for 
such Purposes, because they are irresponsible Bodies; their Functions expire with the 
Assizes; if there is to be any Recommendation I think the Magistrates, through the Lord 
Lieutenant of the County, would he better than the Grand Jury; hut I think this is of no 
Importance at all. • I never heard any Complaint of Abuse as to the Persons named as 
Managers of Lunatic Asylums. I know that the Government with which I have been 
connected have been, very eager to get the Services of suitable Persons. 

3840. Your Lordship mentioned that great Advantage would arise from the Inspection 
of the Medical Charities of Ireland, and reporting to some central superintending Autho- 
rity; does your Lordship propose that the Authority should be a paid or an unpaid Board ? 
—Unquestionably, I should say a paid Board ; because, unless it be a paid Board, I do not 
think there will be a due Responsibility, and I do not think that you can be certain of 
regular and zealous Attendance. Where the Public pay I think the Public have a Ri<dit 
to require good Service. But if a mere Administration from the Metropolis, and a Super- 
intendence of unpaid Officers were provided, I doubt very much whether the Duty would 
be efficiently clone. Besides which, it would entirely preclude professional Aid if the in- 
spectors were unpaid; and, though professional Government and absolute professional 
Control is very much to be deprecated in the Management of Medical Charities, profes- 
sional Advice and Assistance, and consequent professional Responsibility, is essential to the 
Performance of these Functions. 

3841. Viscount Courtenay.'] You would wish, therefore, to have at least One Medical 
Man upon the Central Board ? — Yes ; but I may be allowed to state, with reference to that 
Question, that whilst I think that Medical Advice and Medical Guidance would be essential 
to the Central Board, a System prevails in some of the public Charities in Ireland at present 
under the existing Law, by which the Medical Men thus become Governors by Subscrip- 
tion, and become as it were Controllers to themselves, and that affects their Position in 
respect to the Discharge of their Medical Duties. Now, I would not allow any Physician 
or Apothecary or Surgeon connected with any Charity whatever to become a Governor of 
that Charity, or to have the least possible Control in its Administration, beyond what 
is required for the Discharge of his Medical Duties ; this is productive of the worst 
Consequences. 

3842. The Question applies rather to the Central Board ? — That I quite agree in. 

3843. Lord Eliot. ] Does your Lordship consider that the Administration of the Medical 
Charities of Ireland would be best conducted by One Board, composed partly of Medical 
Men and partly of non-professional Persons, or by Two distinct Boards, one having the fiscal 
Control, and the other the Regulation of Medical Matters ?— I should think it would be 
much belter to unite the Two, if they were Men of Intelligence and good Temper; I have 
no Kind of Doubt that it would be nearly impossible for the Duties of either, if they were 
separated, to be adequately performed ; and I believe that to bring them into Harmony one 
with the other, and to insure an efficient Performance of their joint Duties, it would be much 
better to have One Board than to have them separate. 

3844. Have you considered the Question of the Funds out of which the Expense of the 
Medical Charities should be defrayed, whether, as at present, out of the County Cess, or as 
a Portiou of the Poor Rate ? — I do not think that, practically speaking, the Difference would 
be very great; it is still, in either Case, public Assistance; 1 think the Effect upon the 
Charities would be much the same. The only Question is, whether there would be a greater 
Disposition on the Part of those who administer the Poor Rate to contribute generously but 
wisely to the public Charities than there is on the Part of the Grand Juries. 

3845. Do you contemplate a Continuation of voluntary Subscriptions?—! should be very 
sorry indeed, with a view to the moral Duties of Proprietors in Ireland, and with a view to 
their Connexion with their Tenants and their Neighbourhood; I should be very sorry, under 
any possible Circumstances, if voluntary Subscription was to be dispensed with. 

3846. Do you imagine that it would be possible to defray the entire Expenses of the 
Medical Charities by voluntary Subscription ? — No, I do not think it would; I cannot help 
thinking that the System of Administration which is applied to our Dispensaries, as far as 
. ates to their pecuniary Funds, namely, a certain Amount of local Contribution, to be 
aided by a certain Amount of public Taxation, is a very wise System to apply to a poor 
Country like Ireland; it is that which we have worked upon in our Public Works, and 
many of our Charities; and 1 think it is one of the best Systems that can be resorted to. 

3847. Does not it make the Amount of Medical Relief given to the Poor dependent 
father upon the Charity, or upon the Means of the Neighbourhood, than upon the Wants 
0 the People? — It does, unquestionably; but I think that in the South of Ireland, as far 
as I am acquainted with that District, there has been no Indisposition on the Part of the 

(193— App.) R Proprietors 
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Proprietors to assist in the Formation of Medical Charities, founding them upon their own 
Contributions ; in fact, the Danger has rather been the other Way, that there has been a 
Tendency overmuch to increase the Number of those Charities, sometimes with a view to 
a little Favouritism, or a Wish to establish a Dispensary for the Benefit of the Physician, as 
well as for the Benefit of the Poor; but I think the Complaint is rather that we have too 
many than too few Dispensaries in the South ; but I should see no Objection in particular 
Cases, in a few extreme Cases, in which local Funds cannot be procured, to a Provision 
being made out of the Public Funds to establish these Charities. 

3848. Are there not Cases in which the Subscriptions are not bona fide?— I have heard 
a Suspicion that there have been some such Cases ; I have not myself had Experience of 
any such Cases practically, but I have understood that there may be Cases i#i which a 
Physician takes the Practice rather than the Salary, and that there is some Kind of Under- 
standing by which the Subscription is nominal ; but if there be established a System of 
Supervision such as the Committee contemplate, including in that Supervision a Supervision 
of the Accounts and Expenditure, I think that would meet that Danger wherever it exists; 
but I have heard of this only, and have not known of it. 



8849. Under the present System, does not the falling off in the Subscriptions, from 
whatever Cause it may arise, cause a Diminution of the Amount of Aid derived from the 
County Rate ?— Unquestionably ; but I have been connected with the Management of a 
Dispensary, for instance, from the Year 1813 up to the present Time, and though I have 
found One Subscriber’s Contribution falling off, yet I have found another’s increasing, and 
I have no great Number of resident Gentry about me ; 1 never found any serious Difficulty 
in procuring from the Proprietors of Estates in that Neighbourhood Contributions to the 
Charity, nor have I heard in the County of Limerick that Medical Charities have been 
discontinued on that Ground. What Operation a compulsory Tax for the Maintenance of 
the Poor may have upon the voluntary Charities in Ireland is a Matter which I do not 
pretend to judge of; that is to' be decided by the Result. 

3850. Mr. Young.'] But upon the whole, is it your Lordship’s Opinion that if possible 
the voluntary Subscriptions ought to be continued? — I think so, clearly; because without 
them I do not see how you can provide for any System of Administration ; you could 
provide for a general System of Inspection, but who is to administer the Charities unless 
you get Persons who are responsible and locally interested, and what more secure Pledge 
can you get of the Interest and the Responsibility of the Parties than by their Disposition 
to contribute from their own Funds to the Charities. I think it is not so much that you 
would lose the Amount of local Contribution, not onty that you would lose the moral and 
political Results of showing to the Mass of the People that those who are richer than 
themselves feel a Sympathy for their Wants, but I think you would also lose the only 
System of local Government that I think is feasible, however that System of local Govern- 
ment may require Correction. 

3851. Mr. Villiers Stuart.] Do not you think that the present System of local Govern- 
ment is somewhat defective in this respect; a Person who lias a Feeling of Charity gives a 
Sum to the Charity, and thinks he has done his Duty, and leaves it to take care ol itself, 
whereas, if he was called to pay a Rate, he would take care to see that it was properly 
applied ? — I think the System acts just the other Way, at least, speaking from my own 
Experience. The Country Gentlemen who subscribe to an Hospital or a Dispensary are 
applied to for their Recommendations in favour of the Poor in the Neighbourhood, an 
having sent their Cases there, they feel an Interest in each Case, and inquire how the 
Charity is administered ; and if a Case has been neglected, or there has been any \\ ant o 
Skill shown by the Physician, I think it is much more likely to be corrected, under t is 
voluntary System of Charily, than if it depended on a compulsory Tax. 

3852. Colonel Acton.] Has your Lordship found that the voluntary Contributions have 
diminished, in point of fact? — I have not found that to be the Case in the Charities w. ^ 
which I am connected. I have heard that in some of the Charities of Limerick there is 
Reduction in the Amount of Persons contributing, and that this is justified on the bnoun 
of the compulsory Tax to which they are now subject. They say, if so much is taken n> 
us in the Way of Taxation, we have less to give in the Way of Charity. 



3853. Lord Eliot.] What is your Opinion of the Expediency of giving to the a 
payers any Control or Authority in the Management of the Medical Institutions. 1 con ^ 
I do not see any Necessity for such an Arrangement. I would give the Bate-pay eis ^ 
fullest Knowledge of everything that was done; I would give them the fullest row^ 
judging that the Money which was levied upon themselves was fairly appropuate ^ 
accounted for, and then, after having secured that Publicity, and secured for its ho n 
practical Enforcement by a vigilant System of Inspection and Supervision, I wou . r g| se _ 
the further Correction of any possible Abuse upon Opinion rather than any t in | 
Where the Object of a Tax is for the Support of a Lunatic Asylum, or of a stric y- . ^ j g 
Medical Charity, I feel no great Jealousy with respect to the Amount of Money \ . jj U t 
raised ; I do feel some Jealousy as to the Mode in which it is afterwards appropua e j 
I think that an Audit of the Accounts, and the Publicity of all the Proceedings} i» a 
required. 



Morgan' 
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Morgan Delvin Nugent Esq., M.D. (8th May 1843.) 

558. Would you make any Alteration in the Management of the Lunatic Asylums, or 
would you leave them on the Footing on which they now stand ?— I think all public Institu- 
tions affording Medical Relief should be supported out of the same Fund. 

559. At present the Lunatic Asylums are maintained by Grand Jury Presentments, and 
administered by Governors nominated by a Central Board ; would you propose to preserve 
that System of Support and that System of local Administration, or would you introduce the 
same Principle of Taxation by Poor Rate which you have recommended in the Case of other 
Medical Institutions, and the same System of Administration by a Body of Persons repre- 
senting the Rate-payers to a certain Extent ? — I believe that the District Lunatic Asylums 
are very well governed by the Authority in whom the Government is now vested. I believe 
the Power of local Administration under the Act of Parliament is complete ; but I would 
unquestionably say, the Funds ought to be drawn from the same Source as any other Funds 
supplying Pauper Relief. 

560. Chairman. ] What do you say ns to the Lunatic Asylums ; have they been well 
mauaged ? — Those that I have seen appeared to me so. 

561. Are you not aware that there is a very great Difference as to the Expense per 
Patient ? There is a very great Difference ; I have understood that some Patients cost 
considerably more than others. 

562. You mean to confine that Approbation to those Institutions within your own 
Knowledge? — Those I am more immediately acquainted with. 

563. There is only One in the County of Cork? — Only One. 

564. Mr. TV. S. O'Brien .] On what Principle would you exclude from the Management 
of Lunatic Asylums some Representation on the Part of those who pay the Funds by which 
those Institutions are supported ? — I do not see any Objection to their coming within the 
Operation of the same Provisions as any other Portion of Medical Pauper Relief to the 
Country. 



Sir Denham Jephson Norreys Bart, M.P. (13th June 1843.) 

3780. Supposing it should be determined, upon competent medical Authority, that the 
Buildings could be so located as that that Danger should be avoided, would you then as 
regards the Matter of Organization, desire to see a Fever Hospital attached to each 
Workhouse ?— I would desire to see the Workhouse made as generally available as possible 
for Medical Relief; I would establish Accident Wards, and I would make it a Place for 
Dispensary Relief; and I would alter the Law so as to enable Persons labouring under 
Disease to be taken into the Workhouse, separate from their Families ; and as far as there 
was no Risk from Contagion or Infection, every Disease, whether Fever or otherwise, I 
would receive. The Subject of Pauper Lunatics has been referred to. I most undoubtedly 
would so extend the Lunatic Asylums that no Pauper Lunatic, whether Idiot or whatever 
Description of Lunacy it might be, should be kept in the Workhouse. 

3781. Is it your Opinion that Idiots ought not to obtain Admission to the Workhouse? 
—Yes; but that there ought to be central Establishments for them. 

3782. Have you had an Opportunity, in visiting Workhouses, of seeing the great Incon- 
venience that has practically arisen from throwing Idiots into Association with the Inmates? 
— there is great Cruelty in doing so; they seem to he continually tormented ; and besides 
that it breaks in upon the Discipline of the Establishment. They are obliged to allow them 
to do as they please. 

8783. Viscount Courtenay.'] Would not that Objection be met to some Extent, supposing 
each Workhouse to have a separate Ward for Idiots and for harmless Lunatics? — I think 
tiat those poor Creatures who are so afflicted would be so much better taken care of and 
attended to in central Establishments, where a Staff would be prepared for them. Besides, 
, eie ni ?y he so many Cases of Lunacy in a Workhouse which might be curable Cases, but 
R , eie > ^ they were confined to a Workhouse, the poor Wretch would be shut up in a 
miserable Cell, such as the Two or Three Cells that have been formed in the Workhouses 
,°r r ” ose Persons, and there would be no Chance of Relief; One large Institution would 
• e t^uch better prepared to receive them, Suppose there are One or Two Lunatics 
11 i-fi ” , ° l kh° use » you would be obliged either to keep a Staff for them of Persons 
qua med to attend them, or else to send in unwilling Paupers to attend them, and who 
c '° so both badly for the Individual and very disagreeably for themselves. I should 
T , Vei- p to 6ee Establishments formed for Persons who are totally helpless from 

»s of Limbs, Paralysis, or any other Cause, for the same Reasons, that there would 
® -Preparations made for them, and that their Comfort would be more attended to, and that 
ey would be more cheaply provided for in such Establishments than they can be by the 
(193 ,—App.) r 2 Creation 
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ArrENDix A. 1. Creation of a certain Staff for some Two or Three or Half Dozen such Cases that might 

exist in Poor Law Unions. There are different chronic Cases, and Persons who through 

Extracts from Accident have lost the Use of their Limbs, that might he so provided for, and probably deaf 
Index to and dumb Persons, and blind Persons. I would allow Unions in Cases of that Kind to 
Evidence before a g ree w | t h public Institutions for receiving those Persons. I would encourage the Formation 
Sel. Com. ofl-I.C. suc j 1 Hospitals; nay, I would go further, and make it a Part of the medical System that 
oa - • such Hospitals for the Relief of Incurables and Persons in such Situations should be estab- 
M Ireland nt,eS ’ Eslied, t0 be supported by Combinations of Unions. 

3784.. Viscount Courtenay.'] Have not Unions at present the Power of making Payment 

Sir J. D. Norreyst ^ a Case as you l, a ve mentioned; for instance, in the Case of a blind Person? I 
Bart., M.l . appi . e j ienc i not; would be considered Out-door Relief. In Pool-houses in England I find 

* they send their Lunatics to u Lunatic Asylum, and pay an arranged Price for them. 

3785. Mr. W. S. O' Brim.] Arc you aware, that with respect to Idiots, although a Ward 
is reserved for Idiots, the Practice has been to allow them to communicate with the rest of 
the Inmates of the Establishment?— As tar as my Experience goes, that has been so. 

378(5. Is it your Opinion that that Practice lias arisen from the Want of proper Arrange- 
ments in laying out Workhouses for the Idiot Wards, or is it necessarily incidental to the 
Nature of the'Establishment ?— I should say it is necessarily incident to the Nature of the 
Establishment. We have Wards and a Yard for Idiots; but still if they are helpless, it 
would be indispensable on the Part of the Guardians to assign some Portion of the Inmates 
to attend on them. 

3787. Is it not your Opinion, that to be confined within those Idiot Wards is something 
very like a dismal Imprisonment? — It must be dreadful. 
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Extract from the Index to Minutes of Evidence before Select Committee 
of the House of Commons on Medical Charities, Ireland. 1843. 



Lunatic Asylums : 

1 . Generally. 

2. Inadequacy of the present Lunatic Asylums ; the Extmsion of them 

recommended. 

3. Evidence as to the present System of Management of these Asylums. 

4. Whether Parties who can afford to pay for their Support should be 

admitted. 



1. Generally: 

The Reports of Medical Treatment should be uniform for all the Asylums, Kid > 

1309 Mode of supplying Funds for the Lunatic Asylums, lb. 1324-1329 

the Expense of Lunatic Asylums, Jacob 1570 Serious Evil of having lnsoners ; 

waiting for Vacancies in a Lunatic Asylum, Macartney 1786 -Advantages tha ' , 

derived from separating the Male and Female Lunatics; Institutions snou _ 

for the Females, of a totally different Character from those which are_ p,-ectin< r 

Males, Cusack 1805 Evidence respecting a Board formerly esta 3 lishea ° jg 2 g° 

Lunatic Asylums throughout Ireland; Constitution and Operation of this Boai , 



2. Inadequacy of the present Lunatic Asylums ; the Extension of them recommen 

Inadequacy of the Lunatic Asylums for the Purposes for which they ar® of 

Phelan 691-719 How far the Enlargement of the Asylums for tne F 

Incurables would be preferable to transferring them to Workhouses, Ki jgpre- 

Extension of the present Lunatic Asylums, so as to provide for incurable L u jTgr- 

cated ; Plan proposed for the Erection of distinct Houses for their Reception, ^ j ums 

guson 2964. 2966 Under the Provisions of the existing Law, the Num A ccora mo- 

ought to be extended, Lord Monteagle 3798 Expediency of extending pro vided 

dalion in the present Lunatic Asylums, 75.3800, 3801 The Accommo ‘ ^ um ber 

by Lunatic Asylums should be rendered adequate to the Reception oi t e 

of Lunatic Patients who may require such Relief, lb. 3836. ^ Evidence 
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3 . Evidence as to the present System of Management of these Asylums : 

Evidence respecting the Management of the Lunatic Asylums in Ireland, and the Relief 

administered by them, Nugent 558-564; Phelan 624-646 The resident Managers of 

Lunatic Asylums are not required to be Medical Men ; many of them are Medical, and all 

ought to be, Kidd 1305, 1306 A Central Medical Charities Board, partly of Medical 

Men, would be desirable ; but it need not be concerned in the Management of Lunatic 
Asylums, lb. 1330, 1331. 

Regulations recently issued by Lord Chancellor Sugden for the Management of Lunatic 

Asylums; Satisfaction given by them, Jacob 1569 Sir Edward Sugden’s Regulations 

for Lunatic Asylums have introduced a great Improvement, lb. 1570-1573 Governing 

Body of a Lunatic Asylum, lb . — —The levying and Application of the Fund for Lunatic 
Asylums has always given Dissatisfaction ; the Management of them is also more expensive 

than that of Institutions under local Boards, Macartney 1753 Retrogression in the 

Management of Lunatic Asylums; unless some Alteration in the Law and the Practice 
takes place, all the Evils which it was the Intention of the Act of 1817 to extricate us from 

will be reproduced, Lord Monteagle 3797 Amendments required in the Law, lb. 3798 

The present System of Management of the existing Lunatic Asylums is an extremely 

good one, lb. 3811. 

4. Whether Parties who can afford to pay for their Support should be admitted : 

It might be desirable to admit Persons who could pay for their Support, Kidd 1324 

Efficiency of the present Mode of supporting the Institutions; greater Economy that might 

be exercised, Lord Monteagle 3816-3821 Objections to Lunatics above the Station of 

Paupers being admitted into Asylums on Payment of a certain Sum for their Maintenance, 

lb. 3822 Success that has attended the Plan nt Chester, Stafford, Han well, and in 

other Institutions in England, lb. 3823 Amount paid by this Class of Patients when 

they go to private Lunatic Asylums, lb. 3824 Rate per Head at which Patients are 

maintained in public Lunatic Asylums, lb. 3825, 3826 Great Want of Provision 

throughout the Country for Lunatic Patients who are able to pay for their own Support, 

lb. 3831 Principles on which the Treatment of a Class of Patients of a higher Class in 

the Lunatic Asylums might be conducted, lb. 3838. 

See also Gaols. Idiots. Incurable Lunatics. Lunatics. 

Lunatics. Interference with the Discipline of a Gaol caused by the Confinement of Lunatics, 

Kidd 1251 Circular of the Lord Lieutenant relative to the Committal of Lunatics to 

Gaols; Mode of transferring them from a Gaol to a Lunatic Asylum, lb. 1252-1256 

Propriety of transferring Idiots and harmless Lunatics to the Workhouses considered, lb. 

1262-1264 The Cost per Head of maintaining Lunatics is about Three Times as 

much as that of maintaining Paupers; Causes thereof; Difference of Diet, lb. 1265—1270 

Importance of Classification ; Classes into which Lunatics should be divided, lb. 

1289-1291 Harmless Idiots might be in Workhouses, but would be better taken care 

of in separate Wings of an Asylum, lb. 1092-1095 Comparative Cost of Lunatic 

Patients in the House of Industry in Dublin, and at the Clonmel Asylum, lb. 1273, 1274 

Idiots and harmless Lunatics should be taken care of in extra Wards of Lunatic 

Asylums, and not in the Workhouse, Macartney 1780. 
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General Rules. for the Government of all the District Lunatic As 
in Ireland, made, framed, and established by the Lord Lieutenaot™,! 
Council of Ireland, 27 th March 1843. ‘ T and 

By the Lord Lieutenant and Council of Ireland. 

De Grey. 

Whereas by an Act of Parliament passed in the 1st and 2d Year of the Eeim 
II is late Majesty King George the Fourth, entitled “ An Act to make more effectaa 
" slon tne Establishment of Asylums for the Lunatic Poor, and for the CnstJ. r 
“ Insane Persons charged with Offences, in Ireland,” it is amongst other things 
that it shall and may be lawful for the Lord Lieutenant or other Chief Governor ’ 
Governors of Ireland, and Privy Council, to make, frame, and establish anv Rules ,„a 
Regulations for the good Conduct anti Management of such Asylums in general or of 7 
such Asylum in particular. & ’ an > 

We, the Lord Lieutenant ant! Privy Council or Ireland, by virtue of the Power 
given unto us by the above in part recited Act, do hereby make, frame, and establish the 
annexed Rules and Regulations for the good Conduct and Management of such Asvlums 
iu geneial, and direct that the same shall be observed therein respectively. 

Given at the Council Chamber in Dublin the 2 7th Day of March 1843. 

Edward B. Sugden, C. R». Dublin. Charles Kildare 
F. Blackburne. E, Blakeney. Maziere Brady. 

L. Perrin. A. 11. Blake. 

General Rules for the Government of all the District Lunatic Asylums in Ireland. 
Meetings of Governors. 

9 eneral of the Governors, Five to constitute a Quorum, to be held at 

the Asylum in every Year, the First on the Second Wednesday in February, the Second on 
the Second Wednesday in July. The general Statement of the Establishment, its Ex- 
penditure, &c., required by Act of Parliament for the Office of Imprest Accounts, shall be 
su mitted by the Manager to the Meeting, so as to be revised and authenticated thereat. 
am l an Abstract o the Account, with such Remarks as the Manager may deem necessary 
Boavd slla11 a PP)-ove of, shall be signed by the Chairman, and a sufficient Number 
ot Copies printed for Circulation, Twenty-four to be' forwarded to the Secretary of the 
Uiand Jury lor each County within the District, to be distributed to the Jury at the ensuing 
Assizes and Two to he forwarded to each Governor. 

2. The local Board (Three forming a Quorum) are to hold their Meetings on the First 
ues ay in every Month, for the Discharge of the ordinary Business of the Asylum ; but. 
le oca oau of any Asylum may alter the Day to some other fixed Day, so as to meet 
ie omenience of the Board, and may meet afterwards on some fixed Day, if it shall be 
so auange by the Board, and every such Board shall see to the actual Execution of their 
the Accounts 1 G ° U ai ^ llls P ect t * le Asylum and the Inmates, and keep a watchful Eye over 

Pff’ ®P e . c ' lid Meetings are to be called for a particular Day, upon a Requisition to that 
Effect being handed to the Manager, signed by Two or more Governors, 

Admission and Treatment of Patients, 

nn/t’c «oi? tS ’ aS as .Lunatics properly so called, are to be admissible to every Asylum, 

Body a S ° ^ 'k'P" e P tlc Persons, where the Fits produce Imbecility of Mind as well as of 

A 5 V T1 ? e P r ’ ute ^ F° rm of Admission, which is to be furnished at every Asylum, upon 
Application to the Manager, is to be carefully filled up according to the Directions 
Sffir i n 11 ’ 5 . and , retnrned (if by Letter, Post-paid) to the Manager, who shall 
J deliver it to the Physician, in order that he may consider the Case as repre. 
Board’ ^ ^ ^ ur P ose advisin g the Governors thereon at the next Meeting of the 

c x't ^ Ver y Patient to be admitted upon a special Direction by the Board, unless in Cases 
nf Iji-c'n' 1 ?' 5 T e V he Physician may admit upon his own Authority, stating on the Face 
oi ms wider the Grounds upon which he acts. In every Case a Bond for the Removal of 
.i 6 a j le . nt ? vv “en required by the Board, to be signed by some responsible Person before 
tne Admission of the Patient, unless the Board upon any Ground, or the Physician in 
such Bond rgency ’ sm 1 thspense with the same, or postpone the Time for the Execution of 

7. Each 
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7. Each Patient should have one Suit of Clothes, which will he returned on his or her 
Removal from the Asylum. 

8. The Patients shall, on Admission, be carefully bathed, cleansed, and clad in the Dress 

of the Institution, unless otherwise directed by the Manager or Physician. They shall be 
treated with all the Gentleness compatible with their Situation; and Restraint, when neces- 
sary, shall be as moderate, both in Extent and Duration, as is consistent with the Safety and 
Advantage of the Patient. J 

9. Where it is found ^necessary to restrain a Patient by Muff or otherwise, and also to 

confine the Patient to a Seat^ Care is to be taken that the Seat is sufficiently wide to enable 
the Patient to sit down comfortably, and that Pain and Irritation are not caused by the 
Nature of the Seat, or by the Back of the Patient not having any Support. J 

10. No Patient to be entitled to any Remuneration for any Labour done while confined 
within the Asylum. 

11. The greatest Regularity shall be observed with respect to the Hours for rising in 
. the Morning and retiring for the Night ; that for rising being fixed at Six o’Clock from°the 

First of April to the Thirtieth of September, and for retiring, at an Hour not earlier than 
Half past Eight o’Clock for the same Period. During the Winter Six Months the 
Patients shall rise at Seven, and retire not earlier than Seven o’Clock. The Physician 
is authorized to order Deviations from these Rules in individual Cases, but in all other 
Cases this Rule to be strictly acted upon. 

12. The strictest Punctuality must be observed with respect to Meals; in no Case shall 
the Number of Meals be less or more than Three, and they shall be supplied during the 
Summer Six Months at the following Hours, viz. : Breakfast at Eight o’Clock ; Dinner at 
One o’Clock; and Supper at Six o’Clock; and during the Winter Six Months at the 
following Hours, viz. : Breakfast at Nine o’Clock; Dinner at Two o’Clock; and Supper 
at Half past Five o’Clock ; and Lights to be furnished for the Inmates until their Bed-time. 

13. The Board to make Regulations for the Admission of Clergymen to visit in that 
Character any Patients of their own Persuasion. Frequent Visits of the Parochial Clergy 
to the Institution are particularly desired ; the Board to make Arrangements for the Celebra- 
tion of Divine Service before such of the Inmates as their respective Clergymen and the 
Physician shall deem fit to attend the same. 

14. No Patient shall be removed from the Asylum without the Manager first apprizing 
the Physician, in order that lie may state to the Relatives his Views of the Case, and his 
Opinion on the Subject of the intended Removal. 

15. Patients Friends to be admitted on Tuesdays and Fridays, between the Hours of 
Eleven o’Clock a.m. and One o’Clock p.m., under the Control and Direction of the 
Manager. 

Duties of Officers and Servants. 



Duties of the Manager. 

16. He shall, under the Direction of the Board, and subject to the Directions of the 
Physician as to the Treatment of the Patients, superintend and- regulate the whole of the 
Establishment. He shall be responsible for, and at all Times have ready for Inspection, 
the following Books : — 

1. The General Registry', containing the Particulars of all Cases admitted into die 

Asylum, copied from the printed Forms of Admission, together with the Admission, 
Discharge, and Death Books. 

2. The Provision Books, containing the Quantity of Food received and issued to 

Patients, Servants, and Extras to Sick, &c., &c., which are to be kept so as to form 
a perfect Check upon all the Deliveries compared with the Consumption. 

3. The Delivery or Clothing Store Book. 

L The Morning Statement Book, containing a Return of the Number of Patients, 
divided according to their Sexes, the Names of those admitted and discharged, 
specifying whether cured, relieved, or harmless, and incurable, the Names of those 
who have died, the Number employed, the Names of those under Restraint or 
Seclusion, and the Causes thereof, the Number under Medical Treatment, the 
Visit and Hour of Visit of the respective Medical Officers, which latter is to be 
duly filled and signed by them, This daily Return to be countersigned by the 
Manager, who shall be held responsible for its Accuracy. 

5. J he Want Book, upon which, previous to each Monthly Meeting, all Articles 
required for the Use of the Asylum are to be entered for the Approval and Signature 
of the Chairman. 

6- The Minute Book, containing a faithful Record of the Proceedings of the Board. 

■ A General Order Book, in which all Orders and Regulations which may be from 
Time to Time made for the Management of the Institution shall be separately 
copied for Facility of Reference. 

8. A Memorandum Book, to be laid before each Board, in which an Entry shall be 
made of all Matters to be submitted for Consideration as well as of all Communi- 
cations from the Manager to the Board, in order that such Communications may 
remain on Record, with the Decision of the Board thereon, to be noted in the 
^ Mai 'gm by the Chairman. 

(193 — App.) - R 4, 9. The 
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9. The Letter or Correspondence Book, in which are to be entered the Dates of all 

Letters received and Copies of all Letters written on Business of the Institution 
and the Letters received to be filed and preserved. 

10. The Application Book, in which shall be entered the Particulars of all Applications 
for Admission, the Names of the certifying Magistrates and Physicians, with such 
Observations on each Application as the Manager may think fit. 

17. He is to transcribe correctly the Minutes of the Board, write Letters, and act generally 

as the Medium of Communication as the Board shall direct. i 

18. He is to keep and check all Accounts of the Institution, to prepare the annual 
Returns for the Audit Commissioners, to submit the Accounts and Vouchers for Money 
paid within each Month, for the Monthly Meeting, at which Time they are to be examined 
by the Board and signed by the Chairman as correct or otherwise. 

19. He is to take care that no Bills are included save such as have been dulv authorized 
by the Monthly Meetings. 

20. He is to inspect the Provisions and all other Articles purchased by Contract, and 
purchase all Articles as the Board shall direct. 

21. He is to take care that all subordinate Officers acquit themselves of their respective 
Duties with Regularity and Care, and in every Case of Neglect or Omission to make an 
Entry on the Daily Statement Book for the Information of tine Board. 

22. He is to call the Attention of the Matron to any Case of Misconduct that may occur 
within her Department, and when lie deems it necessary he is authorized to fine, suspend, or, 
with the Concurrence of the Board, dismiss any of the Domestics. 

23. He is to take charge of the Instruments of Restraint, and is not, under any Pretence, 
to allow the unauthorized Use of them to any Person within the Establishment. All Cases 
placed under Restraint, Seclusion, or other Deviation from the ordinary Treatment are to 
be carefully recorded by him in the daily Report, with the particular Nature of the Restraint 
or Deviation resorted to. But in no Case shall the Shower Bath be used without the 
Authority of the Physician. 

24>. He shall inspect every Portion of the Establishment each Day before Twelve o’Clock, 
and shall personally inspect each Patient. 

25. Pie shall make himself acquainted with every Case, and maintain such an Intercourse 
with the Inmates as may enable him at all Times to give full and perfect Information on all 
Heads to the Board and to the Physician. 

26. During Meal Hours he shall be careful to examine the Dining Rooms, to observe the 
State of the Provisions as to Quality, Quantity, Cooking, Cleanliness, and Equality of Dis- 
tribution, and shall take care that the Food is good, and as well prepared as the Power of 
the Establishment will permit. 

27. He is to walk through the Galleries every Night after the Patients have retired to 
Bed to see that they are carefully locked up and comfortably placed for the Night, and that 
the Keepers and Servants are orderly and in their proper Places; the Matron to attend him 
through the Female Wards. 

28. He is to consider the Convalescents as the particular Object of his Care, and exert 
himself to keep them amused and employed, also to endeavour to regulate their Intercourse 
with each other, as may best promote their Comfort and Recovery. 

29. He is from Time to Time to report to the Physician such Cases as appear to require 
particular Attention or Treatment, and cause to be carefully observed such Directions as 
may be given by the Physician. 

30. He is to be attentive to all Strangers who may visit the Asylum, accompanying them, 
or, if engaged, taking care that they be attended by some competent Person. He is also to 
see that the Visits of the Friends of Patients are regulated so as to be most conducive to their 
Comfort and in strict Accordance with the Discipline of the Establishment. 

31. He shall never be absent from the Asylum at the same Time with the Matron, nor 
ever for the Night without special Leave from a Board of Governors; and upon every such 
Absence he shall enter in the Book the Date and Period of his Absence. 

Duties of Matron. 

32. The Matron is to watch over and report the Conduct of the Female Servants and 
Nurses. 

33. She is to take care that every Part of the House is at all Times clean and well 
ventilated, and particularly attend to those Cells where sick or refractory Patients are 
confined. 

34.. She is to pay the strictest Attention to the State of the Laundry Department, and 
take care that the Clothing, Bedding, and Linen of the Patients are at all Times clean and 
in good State and Repair; and in case of any Neglect on the part of Nurses or others, to 
report the same in the Daily Statement Book in the Office. 

35. She is to examine the Wards and Day Rooms of the Female Patients each Day 
before Twelve o’Clock, and carefully inspect each Patient. 

36. She is also to walk through the Female Galleries every Night after the Patients hav e 

retired to Beil to see that they are carefully locked up and comfortably placed for the Nig 1 > 
and that the Nurses and Servants are orderly and in their proper Places. g^ e 
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37. She is to exercise a general Superintendence over the Culinary Department of the 
Establishment, and to inspect the Female Patients at their Meals, to insure to them Equality 
of Distribution of the Food, and all other Comforts which the Allowances of the Establish- 
ment may permit. 

38. She is to maintain constant Intercourse with the Female Patients, devise judicious 
Occupations for them, and in every Way endeavour to promote their Comfort and 
Recovery. 

S9. She is to take charge of, and be accountable to the Manager for, all Female 
Clothing, Bedding, &c., &c., and report, as often ns necessary, their Condition. All cast or 
condemned Articles to be kept till disposed of by Order of the Board. 

40. She is to receive every Morning from each Nurse a Report of their respective 
Divisions during the past Night, to be entered in the Daily Statement Book. 

41. She is to cause each Female Patient after Admission to be bathed in' a Warm Bath 

or otherwise well cleansed, and her private Clothing mended, washed, and put up in Store’ 
to be afterwards returned when the Patient is leaving the Asylum. r ^ 5 

Duties or Physician. 

42. He is to attend on Three Days (to be named by the Board) at least in each Week, 

and on every Day at such Asylums in which the Number of Patients shall exceed 250. The 
general Hour for such Visits not td be later than Two o’Clock. He shall also visit on 
particular Occasions, when called on by the Manager, and shall prescribe for all Patients 
and Servants who may require Medical Aid, and for the Resident Officers who may request 
Medical Assistance. J 1 

43. He shall attend daily on Cases of Fever, and on any other Cases of an urgent 

Nature. ° 

44 He is authorized to order such Diet as he may think necessary for any particular Case, 
having, however, due Regard for Economy in each Article. 

45. The Physician is to direct the Course of moral and medical Treatment of the 
Patients, and constant Regard is to be hod to the Means of Amusement and Employment 
afforded to them. 

46. The Physician is on every Day’s Attendance to visit in the House, although he may 
be informed that there is no Case requiring his Attention, and to enter on each Day in the 
Morning Statement Book the Hour and Duration of his Attendance. 

47. He should always visit every Patient under Restraint, and when he deems it safe, 
require such Patients to be temporarily relieved from Restraint, and examine them so as to 
ascertain that they are not cramped or injured; and lie should frequently go round the 
Asylum so as to see the State and Condition of every Inmate. 

48. He is to keep a Case Book at, and which is to belong to, the Asylum, in which shall 
be entered the Character of every important Case, with such Remarks from Time to Time 
as will exhibit the Course of Practice pursued, and the Effect of it. 

49. Every Physician holding or accepting of an Appointment is requested to bear in 

Mind that the Object of the Government is not simply to have the bodily Ailments of the 
Patients attended to, but to assist their Recovery by moral or medical Means, and to advance 
Medical Science in Cases of Lunacy through the great range of Experience which the public 
Asylums afford. ° r r 

50. He is, when requiring Leave of Absence for a Period beyond one Fortnight, to make 
Application to the Board, and provide a qualified Substitute, to be approved of by the 
Board; should he be unavoidably absent on other Occasions he is to take care that his 
Duties are performed by a properly qualified Practitioner. 

51. He is to attend on Board Days to afford such Advice and Assistance to the 
Governors as they may require, and is to report in a Book to be kept for that Purpose such 
Gases as he may be of opinion should be discharged, and is to direct the Attention of the 
Board to any Particulars in his own Department which he may think necessary, his Report 
Book being regularly laid before each Meeting. 

52. The Physician is to be at liberty to visit the Institution whenever he thinks proper, 
and his additional and irregular Visits should be encouraged but not exacted. 

Duties of Apothecary. 

53. He is to visit daily at the Asylum, and enter his Name on each Visit; he is to 
compound all Medicines and deliver them to the Nurses and Keepers, and, as far as possible, 
see that they are duly and carefully administered. 

t A P othecar y’s Shop in the Asylum to be kept properly supplied with Drugs, and 

b° 1 6 f , va 7 s We ^ arranged and perfectly clean and in good Order, and the Key to 
,, e t during the Absence of the Apothecary in the Care of the Manager, who shall not 
allow any other Person than the Medical Attendants and the Governors to have Access 
thereto. 

antP'll'^Vf 6 A P othecar y never to attend later than Two o’Clock in the Day, unless required; 

a Medicines to be compounded at the Asylum and not elsewhere, without an actual 
necessity or a special Order from the Physician.' 

56, He shall be accountable for all Medicines and Instruments placed in his Charge. 
(193.— App.) S 57. He 
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57. He is twice in each Year to furnish a Return to the Manager of the Quantity and 

"Value of all Medicines under his Charge, and when any Articles are required, he is to leav 
a List with the Manager for the Signature of the Physician and the Chairman of th 
Board. e 

Duties of Cleric and Store-keeper. 

58. He is, under the Control of the Board and Direction of the Manager, to have charge 
of the Stores of the Institution, and to receive the same, and be accountable for the Quantity 
and Quality, so as to show the Issues of every Sort ordinary, as well as Extras, and to check 
the Issues and Consumption with each other. 

59. He is to attend at such Hours as the Board shall direct for the Issue of Stores, of 
which he is to keep accurate Entries; and the Hours are to be so fixed that ample Time 
may be allowed for the cooking and Preparation of the various Meals. 

60. He is, as far as possible, to see that no Misapplication of Food or other Articles 
occurs after having been issued from the Stores, and is from Time to Time to observe the 
Patients at their Meals, and judge whether they have received their regular Allowances. 

61. He is to attend in the Office as may be directed by the Board, and assist in making 
out the Accounts and copying such Documents as may be necessary. 

62. He is to reside at the Asylum, unless tlie Board shall otherwise permit, in which Case 
they shall enter in the Minute Book the Permission, and the Grounds particularly upon 
which it is granted ; and if by reason of such Permission the Inmates or the Interests of the 
Asylum shall suffer, the Permission shall be revoked. 

63. He is to keep an Account of the Clothing, exhibiting in a clear Manner the 
Quantities from Time to Time received, the Articles delivered out, together with the 
Divisions in which such Articles have been supplied, and on no account to issue any 
Articles from Store in lieu of any other Article of the same Kind, unless the old one or the 
Remnant thereof be returned in exchange, or satisfactorily accounted for. 

64>. He is to keep an Account of the Receipts and Issues of Coals, Candles, Soap, &c., 
&c., also an Inventory of the Furniture, Beds, Bedding, House Linen, &c., &c. 

65. He is, next to the Manager, to exercise a Superintendence over the Keepers, Nurses, 
and Servants, who are to look up to him as a Superior, he is to report to the Manager any 
Breach of Discipline which he may observe, and is to consider himself an Officer of Trust 
who is expected to advance the Interests of the Institution by all Means in his Power. 

Servants. 

66. As the Manager is responsible for the Character, Conduct, and Qualifications of all 
the Servants of the Asylum, he is to have the Appointment of them, subject to the Approval 
of the Board. 

67. The Servants of the Asylum are at all Times to conduct themselves with Regularity 
and Decorum, and observe in their Persons Neatness and strict Cleanliness. 

68. They are never to use any harsh or intemperate Language to Patients, but should, by 
Steadiness, Kindness, and Gentleness, contribute to that System of moral Government upon 
which the Value of the Asylum depends. 

69. They are on no account to receive any Perquisites, either in Money or Value from 
Patients, or from the Friends of Patients admitted to the Asylum ; any Infraction of this 
Rule is to be followed by immediate Dismissal. 



Gardener. 

70. He is to attend at the Hours named by the Manager to receive the different Classes 
for their respective Labors in the public Ground. 

71. He is to be accountable for all Patients while so employed, and report any Case that 
may be unfit for Continuance at work; he is also to be answerable for all Articles ot 
Husbandry under his Charge. But nt all Times a Keeper shall attend to watch over the 
Patients at work, although not to interfere in the Direction of their Labors. But when the 
Manager is of opinion that the Gardener is competent to take care of One or more Patients 
put into the Garden, the Presence of a Keeper may be dispensed with. 

72. He is to use all Diligence in cultivating the Ground, so as to afford the greatest 
Variety of Employment, and the most profitable Produce. 

. 73. He is punctually to obey all Orders he may receive from the Manager, and in no 
Case absent himself without Leave. 



Gate-keeper. 

74. He is to be responsible that the Gate-house and the Ground adjoining are at all 
Times kept in a State of perfect Neatness. 

75. He is not to keep Pigs, Poultry, or any other thing calculated to create a Nuisance 

at the Lodge. ^ He 
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76 . He is not to admit any Applicant or Claimant within the Gate without a written 

Order from the Manager, which the latter is to take care in all proper Cases to supply in 
due Time. 3 

77. He is not to permit eny Servant on the Establishment logo out without a written 
Pass signed by the Manager, or, in ins Absence by the Matron; he is to enter these Passes 
in a Book kept lor that 1 urpose, to be on the following Day compared by the Hall Porter 
with his own List. 

78. He is on no account to allow (without the written Authority of the Manaeer or 

Matron,) any Liquors to he introduced by the Servants; and no Visitor is to be allowed to 
give any thing ot any Sort to a Patient without the Permission of the Manager or Matron 
He is also to report any Servant whom he may observe intoxicated, or° attempting to 
introduce Liquors within the Gate. r ° 

79. He is to obey all Orders given to him by the Manager. 



Hall Porter. 



80. He is to be in attendance in the Hail (unless specially employed in other Duties) each 
Day between Ten o Clock, A.M, and Five o'clock, P.M.; in case of Absence his Place is to 
be supplied by the Housemaid or some other public Servant. 

81. He is to keep a Book, in which the Names of all Persons going out on Passes are to 
be entered, with the precise Time of their Departure and Return. 



_?• is "Ught the H °, US , e and Passa 2 e Lamps at the Hours appointed, to keep the 
Hall and Yards clean; and he is not to permit any Article to be removed from the 
Establishment without the Permission of the Manager. 



S3. He is to lock the Passage and Hall Doors at the appointed Hours, and deliver up the 
Keys to the Manager. r 

84. He is to be particular in obeying all Directions which he may receive from the 
Manager. 



Keepers. 



85. They are to remain constantly in charge of their respective Patients, and by no 
means to absent themselves unless permitted to go out by a written Pass signed by the 
Manager, and shall take care that each Patient in their Charge shall be under constant 
Observation. 

86. They are strictly to observe all Rules that shall be made by the Board for the 
Regulation of their Duties. 

87. They are on Ring of Bell in the Morning to take up the Male Patients, to clean, 
dress, and remove them to their Day Rooms; should any Patient appear to need Restraint 
the Keeper is not to apply any Instrument of Restraint, but to remove the Patient in a calm 
and steady Manner to his Sleeping Room, and immediately report the same to the 
Manager. 

88. They are to shave their respective Patients on Wednesday and Saturday in each 
Week, and keep their Hair constantly cut; they are also to be particular in reporting to the 
Manager every Morning any Change that may have taken place in any of the Patients 
during the Night, that the same may be entered on the Morning Statement Book for 
Consideration. 

® 9 - They are to keep their own Presses and private Rooms in a State of exact Regularity 
and Cleanliness, and attend to all Orders issued to them by the Manager. 

90. They are in their Communications with the Physician to state to him all the Circum- 
stances relating to each Patient within their Knowledge, and they are strictly to obey his 

rders relative to the Patients, and conduct themselves towards him with the utmost 
Respect. 



Nurses. 

91. The Nurses on the Male Side are to take care that the Day Rooms are perfectly 
clean, and ready to receive the Patients in the Morning. 

92. As soon as the Patients are removed to the Day Rooms they are to have the Sleeping 
ooms. Galleries, and Corridors perfectly clean and well ventilated, Beds folded, See., &c. 
core Ten o’Clock, a.m. in Summer, and Eleven o’Clock, a.m. in Winter; and the Beds 
re not to be made before Four o’Clock, r.M. 

93. They are to attend the Kitchen at the ringing of the Cook’s Bell, to receive the Pro- 
visions, and make a fair and equal Distribution of them to their respective Patients, according 
to the regulated Proportions. 

94. They are to perform the same Duties in reference to the Physician as are directed for 
the Keepers. 

95. They are to be responsible to the Matron for the Cleanliness and Care of Bedding, 
wen, 8tc., &c. in their respective Divisions, to keep them in perfect Order, and when 
epairs are wanted to report the same to the Matron. 

(193. — App.) S 2 96. They 
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96. They are to deliver out their foul Linen to the Laundress on the appointed Days, 
with a Docket specifying the Description and Number of Articles, and are to compare the 
Docket with the clean Linen when returned, and are to report any Neglect on the Part of 
the Laundress in not returning them all or not in proper Order. 

97. The Nurses on the Female Side are to perform the like several Duties in addition to 
the regulating of their Patients, in a Manner similar to that prescribed under the Head 
“ Keepers.” 

98. Every Nurse is to have her Ward Book properly marked off previously to each Pay 
Day. 

Assistant Nurses. 



99. They are to be considered as appointed to carry into effect the Regulations which are 
laid down for Nurses; they are to clean the Galleries, Corridors, Sleeping Rooms of their 
respective Divisions, and have them ready for Inspection at the appointed Hours. Their 
Promotion to the Place of Nurses is to depend on the Manner in which their Duties are 
performed, and their Conduct is accordingly to be reported in the Daily Statement Book. 



Cook and Laundress. 

100. The Cook and Laundress are to observe such Rules as may be laid down for their 
Guidance by the Board, and are to obey all Orders of the Manager and Matron. 

The Coolt. 

101. The Cook is to attend at the Store at the appointed Hour to receive the Provisions 
and to take cave that they are cooked in n proper Manner, ready for Distribution at the 
appointed Times, and in strict Conformity with the Regulations that may be established with 
respect to this Department. 

102. She is to see that the Kitchen and Kitchen Utensils are at all Times perfectly clean, 
and that no Servant or Patient be permitted to loiter in the Kitchen. 

103. She is to take care that a Sufficiency of hot Water is ready at all proper Hours, to 
enable the Nurses to clean up the Wards, Corridors, &c., and to supply any urgent 
Demand. 

Laundress. 

104. She is to receive all foul Clothes, Bedding, and House Linen belonging to the 
Inmates of the Asylum, on the appointed Days, for the Purpose of being carefully washed 
and made up. 

105. She is to deliver out the same according to the Entries on the Laundry Book, before 
Twelve o’Clock at Noon, on Friday in each Week, in order that the large Boiler may be 
made available for the Use of the Bath Room on Fridays and Saturdays. 

106. She is to be particular in delivering up to the respective Nurses such Female 
Patients as may have been engaged in the Laundry, whenever it is closed for Meals or at 
other. Times. 

The Form of the Morning Statement Book to be modified according to the foregoing 
Rules. 
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Appendix C. 1. 



Accounts respecting the State of the Lunatic Asylums in Ireland ; 

viz. 

An Account showing the State of the several District Lunatic Asylums in Ireland on the 
1st January 1843 ; distinguishing the Number of the several Classes of Patients, and whether 
curable or incurable, the Number of Patients admitted, discharged cured or relieved, or 
who have died, during the Year 1842 ; and showing the Number of Patients which each 
District Asylum is calculated to .contain, and the greatest Number contained in each such 
Asylum at any one Time for the same Year : Also, 

A similar Account, so far as the same can be made up, in respect to all other Places 
where Insane Patients are confined in Ireland : Also, 

An Account of the Number of Insane Persons confined in County Gaols or Bridewells 
in Ireland on the 1st January 1843; distinguishing such as are charged with or have been 
convicted of Criminal Offences, and specifying the Authority under which Insane Persons 
not Criminals are detained : And also, 

A Return showing the Number of Insane Persons for whom Accommodation is provided in 
the several Union Workhouses in Ireland, and of the Number confined therein on 
1st January 1843, and specifying what Provision is made in such Workhouses for the Medical 
Care and Superintendence of such Insane Persons. 



I . — District Lunatic Asylums. 

Return of the Armagh District Lunatic Asylum from 1st January 1842 to the 
1st January 1843. 



Males. 


Females. 


Total. 


65 


57 


122 


55 


31 


86 


120 


88 


208 


17 


11 


28 


17 


7 


24 


17 


' 7 


24 


3 


4 


7 


54 


29 


83 


66 


59 


125 


120 


88 


208 


4 


3 


7 


11 


9 


20 


43 


39 


82 


4 


1 


5 


4 


7 


11 


66 


59 


125 


1 


8 


9 


ontain 


- 134 





Patients in Asylum on the 1st January 1842 

Patients admitted from 1st January 1842 to 1st January 1843 



Patients recovered and discharged in the above Period 
Patients relieved and taken by Friends - - - 

Patients unrelieved and taken by Friends - 
Patients died in same Period - 

Total discharged and died 
Patients remaining in Asylum on 1st January 1843 

Total as above 

State of the Cases on the 1st January 1843 : — 

Convalescent - 

Considered curable - - 

Considered incurable - 

Epileptics - 

Idiots - - 



Total in Asylum on the 1st January 1843 
Vacancies on 1st January 1843 



Number of Patients which the Asylum is calculated to contain 

Greatest Number of Patients in the Asylum at any one Time during - ) 227 
the Year - - - - - -J 



Armagh District Asylum, 1 
4th May 1843. J 



T. Jackson, 

Manager. 
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Appendix to Evidence before Select Committee 



State of the Belfast District Lunatic Asylum on the 1st January i 843 . 



State of Cases in Asylum, 1st January 1843 
Curable Cases 
Incurable Cases 
Epileptic Cases 
Idiotic Cases 



Number of Patients admitted in the Year 1842 
Ditto discharged cured - 

Ditto Ditto relieved 

Ditto Ditto incurable 

Ditto died - 



93 

139 

10 

7 

249 



89 

7 



126 



22 

124 



Number of Patients the Asylum is calculated to contain - - . 2 66 

Greatest Number of Patients in Asylum at any one Time during the Year 1842 256 
5th May 1843. Robert Stewart, M.D., Manager. 



State of the Carlow District Lunatic Asylum on the 1st January 1843. 



Asylum. 


Counties. 


Number 
from each 
County. 


Idiots. 


r 


Carlow 


42 






Kildare 


52 




Carlow J 


Wexford 




>15 


1 


Kilkenny 


31 


| 


l 


(Cov & City.) 




J 






169 





Patients in the Asylum on the 1st January 1842 
Patients admitted from 1st Jan. to the 31st Dec. 1842 
Patients re-admitted in same Period 

Total under Treatment 

Patients recovered and discharged during the same Period - 
Patients relieved and taken by Friends 
Patients died - - . 

Remaining in Asylum, 31st December 1842 

Total as above - 

Patients admitted from each County in same Period 
From Carlow 
From Kildare . 

From Wexford 

From Kilkenny, County and City 
Total - 

Patients discharged to each Countv 

To Carlow . . 

To Kildare - 

To Wexford ' 

To Kilkenny, County and City 

Total - 

Patients from each County in Asylum, SIstDec. 1812 
From Carlow - 

From Kildare * 

From Wexford - _ [ 

From Kilkenny, County and City - ! 

Total - 



5th May 1843. 



Number 
for which 
the 

Asylum 
was first 
built. 



Males. 


Females. 


Total. 


86 


78 


164 


14 


21 


35 


4 


6 


10 


104- 


105 


209 


8 


16 


24 


4 


5 


9 


5 


2 


7 


87 


82 


169 


104' 


105 


209 


8 


11 


19 


4 


10 


14 


3 


3 


6 


3 


3 


6 


18 


27 


45 


- 


11 


16 


2 


7 


9 


6 


5 


11 


3 


0 


3 


16 


23 


39 


22 


20 


42 


25 


27 


52 


26 


18 


44 


.14 


n 


31 


87 


82 


169 



Greatest 
Number con- 
tained in this 
Asylum 
at one Time 
in the 
Year 1842. 



William Parsons, Manager. 
Timothy Brenan, Clerk, &c- 
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Return of Patients in the Clonmel District Lunatic Asylum on 1st of January 1843, appenhix C 1 

according to the Classification laid down in the printed Form of the Inspectors General ' 

of Prisons. State of 



Idiots. 


Epileptics. 


Curable. 


Incurable. 


Lunatic Asylums 

Total. “ Irel °" d ' 


4 


3 


57 


37 


District Asylums ; 
101 Clonmel. 



Returned on the 8th of January 1843 to the \ 

Inspectors General of Prisons. J yfa. James Shiell, M.D. 



The following is the Return of the Number of Patients admitted, 
and died during the Year ended 31st December 1842: — 



discharged cured and relieved, 



Admitted - - 29 

Discharged cured - - 20 

— relieved - 5 

Died - 5 

Present Accommodation by close Arrangement - - _ jqq 

Accommodation originally intended - - . - _ qq 

Greatest Number of Patients in the Asylum was on 8th April 1842 - ^ 108 

Intended Accommodation from new Buildings in Progress on 31st December 1 
1842 -- - . _ _ j 40 

(Signed) J. Flynn, M.D., Manager 



Connaught District Lunatic Asylum. 



CoNNATJGbr. 



Return of Admissions, Discharges, &c. for the Year ending 31st December 1842. 



Number in the Asylum, 1st January 1842 ... 

Admitted during the Year - - . 

Total under Treatment 


Males. 


Females. 


Total. 


160 

55 


102 

46 


262 

101 


215 


148 


363 


Discharged cured in the Year - _ 

Ditto relieved or unfit ditto - - 

Died - . 

Remaining, 31st of December 1842 ... 

Total as before 


20 

9 

19 

167 


23 

3 

8 

114 


43 

12 

27 

281 


215 


148 


363 



Classification of Patients in the House, 1st January 1843. 









Males. 


Females. 


Total. 


Maniacs curable 






23 


22 ! 


45 


Ditto incurable 


. 


_ 


111 


80 


191 


Idiots 


. 




10 


4 


14 


Epileptics 


- 


- 


23 


8 


31 


Total 


- 


- 


167 


114 


281 



Number of Patients which the Asylum is calculated to contain - ■ 284 

Greatest Number in the Asylum at any one Time during the Year - - 282 




Lunatic Asylum, Ballinasloe, -» John B. M'Kiernan, 

4th May 1843. / Manager. 
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Limerick District Lunatic Asylum. 



Return for the Year 184-2. 

Number of Patients in the Asylum, 1st of January 1842 
Admitted during the Year 1842 - - 

Total under Treatment during the Year 

Discharged cured and relieved 
Discharged incurable 
Died - 

Number of Patients in the Asylum, 1st of January 1843 
Classed as follows: — 

Idiots - 
Epileptics - 
Mania, probably curable 
Mania, probably incurable 



Number of Patients which the Asylum was originally calculated to contain 150 
Additional Building by Order of the Lord Lieutenant for - - 14,8 

4 Internal Accommodation without Building provided for - - 50 

348 

Greatest Number of Patients in the Asylum at any one Time - 353 
4th May 1843. John Jackson, Manager. 



Return of the Number of Patients in the Londonderry District Lunatic Asylum 
in the Year 1842. 



__ 


Males. 


Females. 


Total. 


Remaining in the Asylum on 1st January 1842 


105 


95 


200 


Admitted in the Year 1842 


55 


39 


94 




160 


134 


294 


Discharged in same Period : 








Cured and relieved .... 


29 


14 


43 


Incurable - .... 


11 


8 


19 


Died in the Year 1842 


8 


8 


16 


Remaining in the Asylum on the 1st January 1843 


112 


104 


216 


Total as above - - | 


160 


134 


294 



Classification. 



Counties. 


Number of Patients. 


Idiots. 


Epileptics. 


Mania. 


Males. 


Females. 


Total. 


Curable. { 


Incurable. 


Londonderry 


43 


26 


69 




3 


25 


37 


Donegal 


44 


41 


85 


1 


5 


18 


61 


Tyrone 


25 


37 


62 


4 


2 


15 


41 


Total 


112 


104 


216 


9 


10 


58 


139 



This Institution is calculated to contain 200 Patients, and the greatest Number in it at any 
Time in the Year 1842 was 218. 

Londonderry, 6th May 1843. D. Cluff, Manager. 





- 348 


- 


- 91 




• . 




- 439 




- 


66 




1 




23 


- 349 


14 




22 




136 




177 




349 





Maryborough District Lunatic Asylum. 



Total Number of Patients in the Asylum on 1st January 
Mania curable ... 

Do. incurable . 

Idiots ... 

Epileptic .... 
Criminal Lunatics not insane 



1843; viz.:— 
61 
88 
11 

- 6 
2 



Total 



- 168 
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Number of Patients admitted during the Year 1842 
Do. discharged cured or relieved 

Do. died - 



40 

26 

10 



Total Number of Patients which the Asylum is calculated to contain 170 
Greatest Number contained at any one Time - . . "iTT 

4th May 1843. William Abbott, 

Manager. 



Richmond District Lunatic Asylum. 

Number of Patients in the Asylum, 1st of January 1843; viz.:— 
Mania curable - . _ . 

Do. incurable . 

Idiots - 

Epileptic' . 



Total 



Admitted during the Year 1842 
Discharged recovered 
Ditto relieved 

Ditto to Hospital 

Ditto as an unfit Object 

Died 



127 

129 

21 

II 



74 

45 

9 

1 

1 

20 



Total Number of Patients which the Asylum is calculated to contain 290 

Greatest Number of Patients contained at any one Time during the ) „ 

Year 1842 - - . . . b _|293 

5th May 1843. Samuel Wrigley, 

Manager. 



A Return of the State of the Waterford District Lunatic Asylum on the 
1st January 1843. 



Number it 
on the 1st J 


i the House 
anuory 1 843. 


Number admitted 
in the Year 1842. 


Number discharged 
cured or relieved. 


Number 

who have died, j 


The greatest 
Number in the Asylum 
for the Year. 


Curable. 
54 | 

1 


Incurable. 

61 

15 


50 


35 


6 


118 

Accommodation 
for 120 



4th May 1813. John Dobbs, 

Manager. 



Cork Lunatic Asylum. 



Number of Patients in the Establishment, 1st January 1843 - 431 

Probably curable - - - - 1571 

Do. incurable - - - 274 j _____ 



The Incurables may be classed thus : — 

Idiots .... 92^ 

Epileptics - - - - 22 > 274 

Probably incurable Lunatics - 160 J = 

Remained in the Establishment, 1st January 1842 - - 430 

Admitted during the Year 1842 - - - 197 



Discharged cured during the Year 
Do. relieved during the Year 
Died during the Year 

Remained in the Asylum, 1st January 1843 



122 ■) 


627 


27 > 

A*, I 


196 


47 J 


431 



thp T„.£ S y. um cont ains proper Accommodation for 373 Patients, and the greatest Number in 
titution at one Time during the Year 1842 was 435. 

r Thomas Osburne, M.D., 

May 1843. and Physician to the Cork Asylum. 
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Private Asylums. 



II . — Licensed Private Lunatic Asylums. 



Abstract of Returns from Licensed Private Lunatic Asylums in Ireland, showing 
the Number of Patients in each Asylum on 1st January 1843, and Numbers admitted 
and discharged during the Year 1842. 





In Asylum 


1 


During Year 1842. ; 


Number 
of Patients 


Greatest 
Number in 


Name or Private Lunatic 


on 1st January IRIS. | 




Number dis- 
charged. 


Number 


Asylum. 




Incur- 

able. 




ad- 

mitted. 


Asylum 


Asylum 




Curable. 


Total. 


Cured. 


Relieved, j 


died. 




in 1842. 


Dublin County : — 




















Bellevue, Finglas 


- 


- 


31 


8 


8 


4 


2 


39 


32 


Eagle Lodge, Do. - 


- 


10 


10 


2 


2 


- 


1 


9 


- 


Farnham Plouse, Do. 


20 


12 


34 


8 


2 


4 


5 


50 


40 


Finglas House, Do. - 


2 


10 


12 


6 


2 


2 


- 


18 


16 


HampsteadHouse,Do. 


- 


20 


20 


16 


7 


2 


1 


29 


23 


Cork County: — 




















Cittadella (near Cork) 


6 


6 


12 


5 


2 


- 


1 


20 


12 


Lindeville, Do. 


18 


24 


42 


9 


7 


3 


4 


46 


47 


Queen’s County : — 




















Midland Retreat, l 
Maryboro’ - J 


1 


- 


1 


1 


- 


- 


- 


9 


1 


St. Patrick’s, Swift’s \ 
Hospital, Dublin -J 


34 


88 


154 


22 


12 i 


4 


7 


150 


157 


Retreat, Donnybrook, l 
Dublin - - J 


6 


20 


26 


6 


1 


- 


- 


27 


26 



Inspector General of Prisons Office, l James Palmer, t Inspectors General 

Dublin Castle, 30th May 1843. j Francis White,/ of Prisons. 



An Account of Patients in Bellevue Lunatic Asylum from 1st January 1842 



to 1st January 1843. 



In the Asylum, j 
1st January 1842. j 


Males. 


Females. 


Admitted in 
1842. 


Cured. 


Relieved. 


Died. 


Dis- | 
charged. ! 


Number of 
Patients 
Asylum can 
contain. 


Greatest 
Number in the 
Asylum 
during 1842. 


31 


22 


l 9 


8 

Males 5 
Females 3 


8 


4 


2 


12 


39 


32 



Eagle Lodge Lunatic Asylum. 



In 1843 : — Four Male Patients incurable. 

— Six Female Ditto incurable* 

In 1842: — Two Patients admitted and discharged cured same Year. 

— One Ditto - Ditto who died same Year. 

12th May 1843. Jos- T- Dram*’ M. D. 
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on the State of the Lonatic Poor in Ireland. 

KeTUEN 0f f n™ E P t L ™ 4T,C As ™ (F«nhan, House, Ap ™* C ' >• 

1 ingias,) on the 1st Day of January 1843. 



Idiots. 


Epileptic. 


Mania. 


Lunatic Asylums 
in Ireland. 

Total. Private Asylum. 


Curable. 


Incurable. 


M. 

1 


F. 

1 


M. 

1 


F. 


M. | 

16 


F. 

4 


M. 

9 


F. 

3 


34 







Males. 


Females. 


Total. 


Admitted in 1842 


- 


5 


3 


8 


Discharged in 1842 


- 


cured, rel d , died. 

2 4 2 


died. 

3 


11 


Greatest Number at one Time - 


" 


30 


10 


40 


Licensed for - 




35 


IS 


50 



All the Patients are of the higher Rank of Life. 

Farnham House, Finglas, \ 

12th May 1843. J (Signed) Nugent B. Duncan, M.D. 



Finglas House (Private Lunatic Asylum). 



Number of Patients 
on 1st January 1843. 


Number 
admitted in 
1842. 


Discharged. 


Died. 


Accommodation 
of House. 


Greatest 
Number of 
Patients 
in 1842. 


Curable. 


Incurable. 


Cured. 


Relieved. 


2 


10 


6 


2 


2 


- 


18 


16 



11th May 1843. 



William Harty, M.D., 

Proprietor. 



Private Lunatic Asylum at Hampstead near Dublin. 





Curable. 


Incurable. 


Patients in the House on 1st l 


None. 


20 


of January 1843 - - / 





Admitted. 


Discharged. 




Cured. 


Relieved. 


Died. 


Patients during the Year 1842 


16 


7 


2 


1 



Twenty4our GSt ^ um ^ er Patients at any one Time during the Year 1842 was Twenty-three or 

The H°us e * s calculated to contain Twenty-nine. 

1 May 1843. John Eustace, M.D. 
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Appendix to Evidence before Select Committee 



Appendix C. 1. 
State of 

Lunatic Asylums 
in Ireland. 

Private Asylum . 



Number of Patients in Private Lunatic Asylum at Cittadella near Cork on 
1st January 1843. 



Curable - - 6 

Incurable - - 6 

Total - 12 



Admitted in 1842 - - 5 

Discharged in 1842 - - 2 

Cured or relieved - .. 2 

Died - - - i 



The Asylum is licensed for Twenty Patients. 

Greatest Number contained at any one Time in 1842, Twelve. 

Joshua Mill, M.D. 



Lindville Private Asylum, 9th May 1843. 



Number of Patients in the Asylum, 1st January 1843 - • 42 

Probably curable - - - - 18 

Probably incurable - - - 24 

r Idiots - 2 

The Incurables are Epileptics - - 2 . 

LLunatics - - 20 

24 



Number of Patients in the Asylum, 1st January 1842 - - 47 

Admitted during 1842 - - - - 9 

56 

Discharged cured - - 7 

Discharged relieved - - - 3 

Died - > - - 4 

14 

Remaining, 1st January 1843 - - - 42 



Forty-seven was the greatest Number at one Time in the Asylum. It is now licensed for 
orty-six. 

Thomas Osburne, M.D, 

Proprietor. 



Return of the State of the Midland Retreat on 1st January 1843. 



One Male Patient curable. 

One only admitted in 1843. 

None discharged. 

None died. 

The Establishment calculated to contain Nine Patients. 



N.B . — This Establishment is on a small Scale, and was only opened October 1842. It nov 
contains One Male and One Female Patient. 

John Jacob, M.D, 

Maryboro’, 6th May 1843. Proprietor. 



Statement of Saint Patrick’s Hospital, Dublin, from 1st January 1842 to the 
1st January 1843. 



In the Hospital on the 1st January 1842 
Admitted from 1st January 1842 to 
1st January 1843 

Re-admitted in same Period, having re- 
lapsed - 



153 


Discharged from 1st January 1842 






to 1st January 1843; viz. — 


12 


22 


Recovered in same Period 




Relieved, and on Trial 




2 


Died in same Period 








23 




Remaining in the Hospital on the 


154 




1st January 1843 


177 




177 



Classes in Hospital, 1st January 1843: — 

Mania, considered curable - - - 34- 

Ditto - incurable - - - 88 

Ditto - Idiots - 32 

154 

The Hospital is calculated to contain 150 Patients. 1 „ 

The greatest Number of Patients in the .Hospital during the Year 1842 - ‘ 

James Cummins, 

Master. 
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Return of Insane Persons in the Retreat, Donnybrook Road, on the 
1st of First Month 1843. 



Idiots, incurable - - 4 I Mania, incurable - - 14 

Epileptic, incurable - 2 | Mania, curable - - 6 

Patients admitted during the Year 1842 - 6 

Patients discharged cured - - - 1 

The greatest Number of Patients in the House at any one Time - 26 

The House is calculated to contain - - - - 27 

None died within the Year. 

Nathaniel Pasco, 

15th May 1843. Superintendent. 



III . — Insane Persons in Gaols and Bridewells. 



Abstract of RETURN&showing the Number of Insane Persons confined in Gaols and 
Houses of Correction in Ireland on 1st January 1843; distinguishing such as are 
charged with or have been convicted of Criminal Offences, and specifying the Authority 
under which Insane Persons not Criminals are detained. 



COUNTIES. 



Antrim 

Armagh 

Carlow 

Cavan 

Clare 

Cork 

Donegal - 

Down 

Dublin 



Fermanagh 

Galway 

Kerry 

Kildare 

Kilkenny 

King’s 
Leitrim 
Limerick - 

Londonderry 
Longford - 
Louth 

Mayo 

Meath 

Monaghan 

Queen’s - 

Roscommon 

Sligo 

Tipperary 

Tyrone 

Waterford 

Westmeath 
Wexford - 
Wicklow 



GAOLS. 



Carrickfergus 

Belfast House of Correction 
Armagh ... 

Carlow - 
Cavan - ■ 

Ennis ... 
Cork County Gaol 
Cork City Gaol 
Lifford - 

Downpatrick 
Kilmainham County Gaol 
Newgate City Gaol 
Richmond Bridewell 
Grange Gorman Penitentiary - 
Enniskillen 

Galway County Gaol • - 

Galway Town Gaol 
Tralee County Gaol - 

Naas County Gaol 
Atliy County Gaol 
Kilkenny County Gaol 
Kilkenny City Gaol 
Tullamore 
Carrick on Shannon 
Limerick County Gaol 
Limerick City Gaol 
Londonderry 
Longford - - 

Dundalk 

Drogheda Town Gaol - 
Castlebar 

Trim - - 

Monaghan 

Maryborough 

Roscommon 

Sligo - 

Clonmel 

Nenagh - 

Omagh - 

Waterford County Gaol 

Waterford City Gaol 

Mullingar - 

Wexford - " 

Wicklow - 





Number of 
Insane Persons 
confined 

on 1st Jan. 1843. 


Number 
charged with or 
convicted of 
Criminal Offences. 










- 


— 


— 


- 


— 


— 


. 


2 


2 


- 


7 


— 


- 


4 


2 


- 


— 


— 




— 


— 




3 


— 


- 


3 


1 




2 


1 


. 


11 


— 


. 


21 


17 


- 


28 


— 


. 


8 


— 


- 


1 


— 


■ 


5 


1 




1 


1 


- 


9 


1 








. 


5 


1 


- 


5 


— 


. 


9 


— 


. 


1 


— 


. 





— 


. 


7 


— 


_ , 


3 


— 


- 


2 


— 


. 


5 


— 


. 


15 


— 


- 


4 


3 


- 


4 


1 


. 


— 


— 


. 


3 


— 


. 


5 


1 


« 


5 


1 


- 


18 


2 


- 


— 


— 


_ 


_ 


— 




3 


— 


_ 


8 


3 


- 


6 


2 




214 


40 



Inspectors General of Prisons Office, \ J. Palmer, 1 Inspectors General 

Dublin Castle, 30th May 1843. J Francis White, / of Prisons. 
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State of 

Lunatic Asylums 
in Ireland. 

Private Asylums. 



Gaols Sj- Bridewells. 
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Appendix to Evidence before Select Committee 
A ppendix C. 1. — Accounts respecting Lunatic Asylums in Ireland — continued. 



Returns of Insane Persons confined in Gaols and Bridewells. 



GAOLS. 


Number of 
Insane Persons 
confined 

on 1st Jan. 1843. 


Number 
charged with 
Criminal 
Offences. 


Number 
convicted of 
Criminal 
Offences. 


Authority under which 
Insane Persons not Criminals 
are detained. 


Antrim. 










Carrick Fergus Gaol 


None. 


None. 


None. 


None. 


Belfast House of 


None. 


None. 


None. 


None. 


Correction. 

Armagh. 










County Gaol - 


None. 


None. 


None. 


None. 


Carlow. 










County Gaol - 


J. Comerford 


1 




Under a Committal from 
Two Magistrates. 




Bridg 1 Ardagh 


1 


- 


Do. Do. 


Cavan. 










County Gaol - 


7 


■ 


" 


Under Committal of Two 
Magistrates, pursuant to 
1st Viet. c. 27. s. 1. 


Clare. 










Ennis Gaol - 


4 


2 




Committal signed by Two 
Justices of the Peace. 


Cork. 










County Gaol - 


None. 


None. 


None. 


None. 


City Gaol 


None. 


None. 


None. 


None. 


Donegal. 










Lifford Gaol 


3 

viz. 










Robert Beal - 




" 


Charles Rea and Thomas 
Batt jun., Esqrs., J. P.; 
under 1st Viet. c.27. s.l. 




James Ramsay 


" 


- 


John V. Stewart and John 
Chambers, Esqrs., J. P. ; 
under 1st Viet. c.27. s.l. 




JohnM'Ginley 






John Robert Boyd, Esq., 
and Rev. Anthony Hast- 
ings, J.P. ; under IstVict. 
c.27. 8.1. 


Down. 








Downpatrick Gaol - 


2 


- - - 




Committals by Two Magis- 
trates of the County. 


Dublin. 


1 

3 


. . . 


1 


Do. Do. 


Kilmainliam County 
Gaol. 


Margt Byrne - 


. .. . 


- - - 


Margaret Byrne committed 
by James Magee, Esq., 




HenryCouncil 




H. Council 


Divisional Magistrate of 
Police, under 1st Viet. 
c.27. 


Newgate City Gaol 


11 


■ - - 


- - - 


Divisional Police Magis- 
trates. 


Richmond Bridewell 


21 




17 


4 by Magistrates Commit- 
tals under 1st Viet, c.27- 


Grange Gorman Fe- 
male Penitentiary. 

Fermanagh. 


28 






14 Committals under the 
IstVict. c.27. 

14 detained by Order of 
the Physician, as unfit to 
be discharged at large. 


Enniskillen Gaol - 


8 


- - - 


- - - 


Under Magistrates Com- 
mittals ; 1st Viet. c. 27. 


Galway. 








County Gaol - 


1 


‘ 


■ 


Warrant of Magistrates 
acting in Petty Session 
at Loughrea. 


Town Gaol - 


None. 


- 


- - - 


None detained in Prison 
under any Authority. 



Jas. Erskine, Gov. 

Jno. Forbes, 

Governor. 



For W. L. Kidd, 
Loc. Insp. 
W. Futon, J.P. 



J. Jameson, 

Loc. Insp. 
E. M l Dowell, Gov. 



Wm. Burrowes, 
Loc. Insp. 
G. Galloghy , Gov. 

J. D'Arcy , Gov. 

Richard Grace, 
Assist. Gov. 
James E. Perry, 
Loc. Insp. 



E.M. Clarke, 

Loc. Insp. 
W Fenton, Gov. 



J. E. Rowan, 

Governor. 



Edward Allison, 
Governor. 



John Smyth, Gov. 



JTios. Purdy, 

Governor. 



Dom. Marques. 

W. Lorry, L. Insp. 

J. D’Arcy, L.Insp* 

Mark Firm, 
Loc. Insp. 
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Appendix C. 1.— Accounts respecting Lunatic Asylums in Ireland (Gaols and Bridewells) — continued. 



GAOLS. 


Number of 
Insane Persons 
confined 

on 1st Jan. 1843. 


Kerry. 




Tralee Gaol 


5 


Kildare. 




Naas Gaol 


1 


Athy Gaol - 


1 


Kilkenny. 




County Gaol 


9 


City Gaol 


None. 


King’s County. 




Tullamore Gaol 


5 


Leitrim. 




Carrick-on-Shannon 


2 


. Gaol. 


3 


Limerick. 


Total - 5~ 


County Gaol 


9 


City Gaol 


1 


Londonderry. 




County Gaol 


None. 


Longford. 




County Gaol 


7 


Louth. 




Dundalk Gaol 


3 

viz. 1 Female 
and 2 Males. 



(193. — App.) 



Number 
charged with 
Criminal 
Offences. 


Number 
convicted of 
Criminal 
Offences. 


Authority under which 
Insane Persons not Criminals 
are detained. 




1 


- - - 


Note — With respect to the 
Prisoner charged with a 




Criminal Offence, I have 
to state that he stands committed under a Rule 
of Court, at Spring Assizes 184;0, for having 
assaulted and threatened the Life of Edward 
Orpen, Esq., and thereupon ordered to give 
Security to keep the Peace, which he has 
neither given or tendered. He was committed in 
the Month of October 1835 for the same Offence. 

The other Four Prisoners have been committed 
by Magistrates for Removal to the Limerick Lunatic 
Asylum. 


R .Conway Hurly, 
Loc. Insp. 








“ 


- 


Of Magistrates. 


Walter Burgh , 

Loc. Insp. 


1 


— 


— 


John Butler, 

Loc. Insp. 


1 




Committal by Two Magis- 
trates, with the Certifi- 
cate of a Physician. 


Nich. Francis, 

Loc. Insp. 
Sam. Leigh , Gov. 


None. 


None. 


— 


— 


- ... 


1 


Under Warrant by Two 
Magistrates, pursuant to 
1st Viet. c. 27. s. 1. 


T. Whitfield, L. I. 


- 




Committal of Magistrates. 


Wm.J Peyton , 

Loc. Insp. 






Under the Warrant of Com- 
mittal by Magistrates, 
charging the several 
Persons as dangerous 
Lunatics, and with having 
been discovered and ap- 
prehended under Cir- 
cumstances denoting a 
Derangement of Mind, 
and a Purpose of com- 
mitting some Crime for 
which he or she might 
be indicted. 


Henry Woodbitm, 
Governor. 


- - • 


- - ' 


Thomas P.Vokes, Stipend- 
iary Magistrate. 


John Moore, Gov. 


None. 


None. 


— 


Alex. Shipton, 

Loc. Insp. 


- - - 


- - - 


1st Viet. c.27. s.l.; charged 
with having been disco- 
vered and apprehended 
under Circumstances de- 
noting a Derangement of 
Mind, and a Purpose of 
committing some Crime 
for which they might be 
indicted, and are dan- 
gerous Lunatics. 

Detained on the Committal 
of Two Justices of the 
Peace as dangerous Lu- 
natics or Idiots, agreeably 

to Act 1st Viet. c.27. s.l. 


IF. Walker, 

Loc. Insp. 

John H. Allpress, 
Loc. Insp. 



T 4 
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Appendix to Evidence before Select Committee 



Appendix C. 1. — Accounts respecting Lunatic Asylums in Ireland (Gaols and Bridewells) — continued. 



Number of 
Insnue Persons 
confined 

on 1st Jan. 1843. 



Number Number 

charged with convicted of 
Criminal I Criminal 

Offences. Offences. 



Authority under which 
Insane Persons not Criminals 
are detained. 



Louth. 

Drogheda Gaol 



Mayo. 

Castlebar Gaol 



Meatii. 

Trim Gaol 



Monaghan. 
County Gaol 



Queen’s County. 

Maryborough Gaol 

Roscommon. 

County Gaol 

Sligo. 

County Gaol 

Tipperary. 

Clonmel Gao 



Tipperary, N. R. 
Nenagh Gaol 

Tyrone. 

Omagh Gaol 



J. Kernahan. 
T. Gorman. 
Pat Mohan. 



Anne M'Der- 
mott 



Jas. Kernahan 
Thos. Gorman 
Patrick Mohan 



None. 

3 



5 

This Person was charged with a grievous Assault, 
and sent for Trial to the Assizes of Nonagli, and 
was acquitted on the Ground of Insanity, hut 
remanded by the Court to abide Government 
Decision. 



5 

18 



Committed under Warrant 
of Thomas Carty and 
Patrick Ternan, Esquires, 
Magistrates of this Bo- 
rough, and by which they 
are still detained. 

Under Committals signed 
by Two Justices of the 
Pence, pursuant to the 
Act 1st Viet. c.27. 

Committed under 1st Viet. 
c.27. s. 1., and have been 
put on Calendar before 
the Judges at Assizes. 
No Rule made in any of 
the Cases, but One for 
Assault not tried, but left 
in Calendar, to remain 
until the Pleasure of the 
Lord Lieutenant be 
known. 

Committed under the Act 
1st Viet. c.27. s. 1., by 
JohnUohnson and Joseph 
Whittsit, Esquires, J. P. 



Committed by the Magis- 
trates as Lunatics. 

None. 

Committal of Magistrates. 



By Committals from Jus- 
tices of the Peace, charg- 
ing them as dangerous 
Lunatics or Idiots. 



Under a Committal signed 
by Two Magistrates. 

1 by Committal signed by 
J. C. Moutray, W. Mou- 
tray, and M. Stewart, 
Esquires. 

5 by Committals signed by 
John Snow, Esquire, and 
Reverend T. Stack. 

1 by Committal signed by 
A. W. Colhoun and John 
Rogers, Esquires. 

1 by Committal signed by 
Charles Scott and S. Gal- 
braith, Esquires. 

3 by Committals signed by 
Sir J. R. Bunbury, Bart., 
John Snow and J.C. Mou- 
tray, Esquires. 

1 by Committal signed by 
Charles Eccles and 
Samuel Vesey, Esquires. 
4? by Order of the Board 
of Superintendence. 



James Crawford, 
Loc. Insp. 



James Hamilton , 
Loc. Insp. 



J. Hamilton , 

Loc. Insp. 



Henry Moffett, 
Loc. Insp. 



T.Harpur, L.In. 

Lewis Hawkes, 

Loc. Insp. 

Henry Fawcett, 

Loc. Insp. 



W Giles, L. Insp. 
J. Stralian, Gov. 



T. T. Abbott, 

Loc. Insp. 



S. G. Rogers, 
Loc. Im- 
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Appendix C. I- Accounts respecting Lunatic Asylums in Ireland (Gaols and Bridewells) - 



GAOLS. 


Number of 
Insane Persons 
confined 

on 1st Jan. 1843. 


Number 
charged with 
Criminal 
Offences. 


Number 
convicted of 
Criminal 
Offences. 


Waterford. 
County Gaol 


None. 


None. 


None. 


City Gaol 


None. 


None. 


None. 


Westmeath. 

Mullingar Gaol 


3 


- - - 


- 


Wexford. 

County Gaol 


Pat. Sheehan 


- . . 


- - 




Geo. Turner 
Joseph Whitty 


Violent Assault. 


. . 




Thos. Cooke - 
James Devit - 


Violent Assault 
on his Wife. 


- - - 




Ellen Bryan - 


- - - 


- - - 




Michael Carty 


- - - 


- - - 


Wicklow. 

County Gaol 


Anne Byrne - 
1 


Breaking Win- 
dows, and 

other Acts of 
Violence. 

Committed 10th 
August 1838, 
charged with 
setting fire to 
Turf. 






1 


Committed 1st 
July 1840, 
charged with 
being a Va- 
grant. 


- . - - 




4 


. 


- 




Total - 6 







Authority under which 
Insane Persons not Criminals 
are detained. 



1st Viet. c. 27. s. 1. 



Committed by George 
Preston, Esquire, as a 
dangerous Lunatic, to be 
kept until duly dis- 
charged. 

Committed by Francis 
Harper and Mathew Pet- 
tit, Esquires, under the 
Act 1st Viet, c 27. s. 1. 



Committed by J. G. 
Richards and L.Richards, 
Esquires, as a dangerous 
Lunatic, to be kept until 
legally discharged. 

Committed by Sir Francis 
Le Hunte and George 
Le Hunte, Esquire, as a 
dangerous Lunatic, to be 
kept until legally dis- 
charged. 

Committed by John N. 
Nunn and Richard Rath- 
bourne, Esquires, as a 
dangerous Lunatic, to be 
dealt with according to 
Law. 



Tried 26th February 1839, 
before Lord Chief Jus- 
tice Bush ; Indictment 
quashed. Ordered to 
remain until the Pleasure 
of the Lord Lieutenant 
be signified. 

Tried 9th July 1840, be- 
fore the Right Hon. 
Judge Perrin ; Indictment 
quashed, Traverser being 
an Idiot. Ordered to 
remain until sent to a 
Lunatic Asylum. 

Committed as dangerous 
Lunatics by the Magis- 
trates, under 1st Viet, 
c. 27., being “ An Act to 
make more effectual Pro- 
vision for the Prevention 
of Offences by Insane 
Persons in Ireland.” 



JR. Hobson , 

Loc. Insp. 



Loc. Insp. 

H. M. Browne, 
Loc. Insp. 



L. Gladwin , 

Governor. 



W. Nolan, 

Loc. Insp. 
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Appendix to Evidence before Select Committee 



Appendix C. 1. — Accounts respecting Lunatic Asylums in Ireland— continued. 



IV. — Insane Persons in Workhouses , Ireland. 



Return showing the Number of Insane Persons for whom Accommodation is provided in the several 
Union Workhouses in Ireland, and of the Number confined therein on 1st January 1843 ; and 
specifying what Provision is made in such Workhouses for the Medical Care and Superintendence of such 
Insane Persons. 



Abstract of Returns obtained from the Clerk and Medical Officer of each Union jointly, where the 
Workhouse had been opened at 1st January 1843. 



Ardee 

Armagh 

Athlone 



Bailieborough 



Balrothery 

Baltinglass 

Banbiudge 



The Number of 
Insane Persons for whom 
Accommodation is provided in the 
Workhouse. 



For Three Males and Two 
Females ; Two Wards. 

For violent Cases, Six Cells ; 
harmless and idiotic, Twenty 
Beds. 

Thirty Persons could be ac- 
commodated as follows ; viz., 

Six in Cells, and Twenty- 
four in Two Wards. There 
are Six Beds, Three on each 
Side, with Room for further 
Accommodation, as here 
stated. 

Six; Three Male and Three I 
Female Apartments, with 
Beds.* 

*Also Pauper Inspectors Rooms, and Day-rc 



Total Number 
of Insane Persons 
confined in the 
Workhouse 
on 1st .Tan. 1843. 



Provision made in the Workhouse 
for the Medical Care and Superintendence 
of Insane Persons. 



General Observation. 

Insane Paupers are, like other Classes of 
1 Paupers, under the Care and Superinten- 
dence of the Medical Officers of the Unions, as well as 
of the Nurses and other Officers of the Workhouse, 
assisted by Pauper Inmates in some Cases. 

In some of the larger Workhouses extra Officers are 
also appointed for the Care of the Insane, as shown in 
the Returns below. 



Thirty-six could be accomo- 
dated if they were not violent 
or requiring separate Cells. 

There is Accommodation for 
Twenty-six Insane Persons 
in the Workhouse, including 
Six private Cells, with Day 
and Inspectors Rooms 
attached, if Beds were pro- 
vided for Twenty-six. 

Six distinct Yards and Cells 
for Males and Females. 

Twelve - 



Twelve; there are Six Cells 
with Two Beds in each, ex- 
clusively set apart for Insane 
Persons. 

Three Males and Three Fe- 
males. 



One Insane Per- 
son and Four 
Idiots. 



There are Six Cells ; Three for Female 
Lunatics, and Three for Male; a Day- 
room for each ; and a Room for a 
Caretaker. 



Medical Advice and Medicine. 



The Medical Officer wishes to state that 
the Two Rooms over the Lunatic Cells 
have been for some Time occupied from 
Necessity, one with Fever Patients, the 
other at this Moment with Children 
labouring under Measles, and some 
Months ago with Hooping Cough. 



Tile Medical Officer visits the Wards 
appropriated to the Insane, at ea 
his Attendances at the Workhouse. 



The Medical Officers of the 
ment, assisted by able-bodied P P 
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BoSLE 

Callan 



Carrick-on- 

Shannon. 



Carrick-on-Suih ■ 
Cashel 



Castlederg 

Cavan 



Celbridge 



Clogheen 



Clonmel 



The Number of 
Insane Persons for whom 
Accommodation is provided in the 
Workhouse. 



Six ; viz.. Three Males, Three 
Females. 



Three Males, Three Females - 

Six Cells; Three for Males, 
Three for Females; One Per- 
son in each Cell. A Day- 
room, and Yard for Exercise; 
and a separate Room for the 
Inspector. 



Six ; viz. Three Males and 
Three Females. 



Six ; viz. Three Males and 
Three Females. 

Accommodation is provided 
for Twelve Persons, with a 
Bed to each, but in case of 
an Emergency double that 
Number could be accom- 
modated. 

Six Persons ; Male Side, Three 
Cells, a Day-room, a Keep- 
er’s Room ; Female Side, 
similar Accommodation. 

There are at present Six Cells, 
but in case of Emergency 
additional ones might be 
procured by a little Change 
in the Apartments allocated 
to them. 

No Accommodation 

For Four unmanageable Insane 
Persons, and for Twelve 
harmless Idiots, in each of 
the Male and Female 
Idiot Wards. 

Four; Two Male and Two 
Female. 



Total Number 
of Insane Persons 
confined in the 
Workhouse 
on 1st. Jan. 1842. 



Four ; viz. One 
Male, Three 
Females. 



None. 

Two Females 
only; One an 
Idiot from 
Birth. 



Three Males and Three Fe- 
males. 



Forty-four; of whom Half 
should be Males and Half 
Females, as the Accommo- 
dation for each Class is 
equal. 



None under Con- 
finement. 

Two Idiots; not 
confined, be- 
ing harmless. 

Two 



Provision made in the Workhouse 
for the Medical Care and Superintendence 
of Insane Persons. 



Insane Persons are visited daily, and at all 
other Times necessary, by the Medical 
Attendant of the Workhouse, under 
whose Directions they are superintended 
by Pauper Nurses appointed by the 
Master. 



The Medical Officer’s Attention is parti- 
cularly directed to the Care of these poor 
Persons when he visits; independent of 
which they are attended by a trust- 
worthy Pauper named an Inspector, who 
reports to the Medical Officer or the 
other Officers of the House every Cir- 
cumstance attending these Individuals. 

The greatest possible Number would be 
Twelve, that is, in case Two be placed in 
each Ward or Cell, the Propriety of 
which is questionable. 



If an Idiot is helpless a Pauper is placed in 
attendance. 



Daily Inspection of the Medical Officer. 



The same as for the other sick Inmates of 
the House. 



(193.— App.) 



The Medical Officer attends daity, and the 
Hospital Nurse, who can have any As- 
sistance she requires by the Paupers of 
i the House. 

Three Males ! Medical Officer’s Attendance when re- 
and Three Fe- quired ; the Female Ward superintended 
males. by a competent Female Pauper, and the 

Male Ward by a competent Male 
Pauper. 

Thirty ; viz. Fif- The Master and Matron of the Workhouse 
teen Males of course look after the Economy of this 

and Fifteen Part of the House ; besides there is a 

Females. Matron or Superintendent, whose pecu- 

liar Office it is to take care of the Inmates 
of the Lunatic and Idiot Wards. There 
are Four unpaid Servants (Two Males and Two Females, Paupers,) under the Matron. 
The Medical Officer, the Apothecary, and the Hospital Nurse, in their respective Capa- 
cities, attend to the Medical Wants of the Insane and Idiots, as well as those of all 
the other People of the Workhouse. Notwithstanding this, it cannot be considered 
that there is in the Workhouse proper means for the Treatment of Insane Persons, 
should they happen to be violent or refractory, as the only Class of Servants at command 
are unskilful, and (from being unpaid) reluctant, and therefore not to be confided in ; 
hence, when any of the Inmates become violent and refractory, we endeavour o have 
them transferred to the District Lunatic Asylum, where they can be properly attended 
to. In short, however the Workhouse may answer for harmlessly In.ane oi Idiots it 
can hardly be considered, under existing Circumstances, a proper Place for the Treatment 
of Insanity generally. 

U 2 
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Ukions. 


The Number of 
Insane Persons for whom 
Accommodation is provided in the 
Workhouse. 


Total Number 
of Insane Persons 
confined in the 
Workhouse 
on 1st. Jan. 1843. 


Provision made in the Workhouse 
for the Medical Care and Superintendence 
of Insane Persons. 


Coleraine 


For Three Male and Three 
Female Lunatics ; Total, Six. 


One Male and 
One Female. 


— 


COOKSTOWN 


If outrageous Maniacs, Three 
Males and Three Females ; 
if quite Idiots, Six Males 
and Six Females. 


Six 


The Medical Officer visits the Lunatic 
Wards daily, and gives them the necessary 
Medicines, same as other Paupers ; there 
is also a Nurse specially appointed to 
take care of each Sex. 


COOTHILL 


Three Cells containing One 
Bed each ; a Dormitory up 
Stairs, whichwouldholdEight 
Beds; also Day-rooms, and 
Inspectors Rooms for Males ; 
the same for Females. Of 
dangerous Insane Persons 
not more than Three of each 
Sex could be accommodated. 


Four. 




Cork 


Cells for Fourteen 


None, as all such 
Cases arc sent 
to the Lunatic 
Asylum of this 
City. 




Downpatrick 


Twelve; Six Cells, with Two 
Beds in each; over these 
Two Apartments used as 
Fever Wards, which would 
contain Twelve Beds. 


Nine ; all Idiots - 


The Medical Attendant of the Workhouse 
visits them daily, and there is a Person 
in constant Charge of them. 


Drogheda 


Males, Six ; Females, Six ; 
Total, Twelve. 


Males, Four ; 
Females, Four; 
Total, Eight. 


A separate Building is attached to both the 
Male and Female Divisions of the Work- 
house, which is divided into Three Cells 
capable of containing Two Patients in 
each, an Apartment for a Superintendent 
and also a Day-room. 


Dublin, North - 


Ten Cells are provided for 
Females, and Two for Males. 
The Medical Officers con- 
sider them (from their Con- 
struction and Position) quite 
unsuitable for their Accom- 
modation. 


Twenty-two In- 
sane Persons ; 
Fourteen Fe- 
males, and 

Eight Males. 


They are committed to the Care ofPaupers. 
under the Direction of the Medica 
Officers. 


Dublin, South - 


Twenty-one Male Lunatics, 
Twenty-two Female Luna- 
tics; Total, Forty-three. 


TwcntyMale Lu- 
natics, Twenty- 
nine Female 
Lunatics ;Total, 
Forty-nine. 


A Mule and Female Superintendent, who 
receive Salaries ; and Assistants, who are 
selected from the Paupers. They also 
arc visited by the Medical Officers every 
Day. Three Male Assistants sleep in 
the Ward with the Male Lunatics ; Four 
Female Assistants sleep in the Ward with 
the Female Lunatics. 


Dundalk 


Six Apartments ; One in each 


Eight 


The ordinary Medical Care and Attention 
which is bestowed on the sick ; and when 
required, a Person, Male or Female, as 
may be, is appointed for the specia 
Care and Attendance upon the lunatic. 


Dungannon 


None. There is Accommoda- 
tion for a Number of Idiot 
Persons (say Twelve), which 
might in Cases of Emergency 
he appropriated for Insane 
Persons. 


None. 




Dunmanway 


Six - ... 


None. 


— 


Dunsiiaugiilen - 


Three Cells ; an Inspector’s 
Apartment for Males, same 
for Females. 


No Insane Per- 
sons ; Three 
IdioticFemales. 


— 


Edenderry 


Idiot and Lunatic Wards for 
Twelve Persons. 


No Insane; One 
Idiot. 


• 


Ennis 


Twenty-four; Twelve Males 
and Twelve Females. 


Six ; Two Males 
and Four Fe- 
males. 
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si 



U»IO»S. 



EstHSCORTHY 



Essistymon, 



Fermoy 



Galway 



Gorey 

Gort 



Gortin 

Graxard 



Kells 



Kilkeel 



Kilkenny 



Kilmallock 



^itacsH 



Kinsale 



(193- App.) 



The Number of 
Insane Persons for whom 
Accommodation is provided in the 
Workhouse. 


Total Number 
of Insane Persons 
confined in the 
Workhouse 
on 1st Jan. 1843. 


Provision made in the Workhouse 
for the Medical Care and Superintendence 
of Insane Persons. 


For Six of each Sex, i. e. for 
Twelve altogether; but 
Eight of each Sex, i. e. 
Sixteen altogether, might be 
accommodated by placing 
Two extra Bedsteads in each 
Lunatic Ward. Ifthelnspec- 
tor’s(ofLunatics)Roomwere 
devoted to Lunatics Two 
more of each Sex could be 
accommodated. 


None. 




Three Male and Three Female 


One Lunatic ; 
Seven others 
bom Idiots. 


They are under the Care of Two Medical 
Officers, who attend alternately. 


None - 


None 


No Lunatics in the Fermoy Workhouse, 
nor any Idiots whose Infirmity requires 
them to be kept in a distinct Apartment 
from the other Inmates of the House. 
Such being the Case the Guardians have 
not as yet appropriated any Part of the 
Workhouse for the Reception of Inmates 
of this Description. 


Eighteen ... 


Seven 


There is a Portion of the Workhouse with 
a separate Yard allotted to them, having 
Lock-up Cells for the Refractory, with 
Two steady Paupers in charge of same, 
and the constant Attendance of the Me- 
dical Officer. 


Three Males and Three Fe- 
males ; Six Cells. 


None. 


— 


Three Males and Three Fe- 
males, with Two Rooms for 
Keepers. 


None 


The Medical Officer attends the Workhouse 
daily, and oftener if required. 


None - 


None. 


— 


Three Males, Three Females, 
there being Three Idiot 
Wards on each Side. 


One Female. 




Six - 


None 


Double this Number of harmless Lunatics 
could be accommodated in the Work- 
house with Beds in the Wards appropriated 
to their Use, but the proper Separation 
which forms Part of the moral Treatment 
of Insanity, and which is so essential, 
could not then be practised. 


Six ... 


One 


Visited by the Medical Officer, and attended 
by the Inmates of the House, as directed 
by the Master and Matron. 


Eight Lunatics and Twenty- 
four Idiots. 


Seven Idiots 


Medical Attendants are provided, but there 
are no further Provisions suitable to the 
Treatment of Lunacy with a view to its 
Cure. 


Six 


One 


There are Three Cells only, with a Day- 
room at the Male and Female Side, as 
also Keeper’s Apartments, which are oc- 
cupied by Paupers, u'ho carry out the 
Instructions of the Medical Officer as to 
Cleanliness, Airing, and thenecessary Diets. 


Six Cells for One each, also 
Accommodation for Twenty- 
six Persons not violent. 


One harmless, 
another who re- 
quires occasion- 
al Confinement 
from Epilepsy. 




Six Cells for Idiots and Luna- 
tics, Three Male and Three 
Female; in each Cell Two 
Beds. If the Patients be not 
furious or mischievous Six 
Male and Six Female Idiots 
or Lunatics can be accom- 
modated, but should they 
require separate Cells Ac- 
commodation will in propor- 
tion be reduced. 


One, a Female - 
U 3 


The Medical Officer visits them daily, and 
the Master or Matron Morning and 
Evening (or when necessary) to see that 
the Hospital Nurses fulfil the Orders of 
the Physician, and, if necessary, a steady 
Pauper is put to stop in the Cell. 
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Unions. 



Limerick - 



Lisburn 

Lismore 

Londonderry 



Longford 



Loughrea - 
Lurgan 

Magherafelt 

Mallow 

Manorhamilton - 

Midleton 

Mohill 

Monaghan 



The Number of 
Insane Persons for whom 
Accommodation is provided in the 
Workhouse. 



Total Number 
of Insane Persons 
confined in the 
Workhouse 
on 1st Jan. 1843. 



B <m.ion ml, i„ th» Worth™, 



Male Side ; a Dormitory capa- 
ble of containing Twenty- 
four Beds ; Seven Cells, each 
containing One Bed. Fe- 
male Side, the same as at 
the Male Side. There being 
Thirty-nine Patients at the 
Female Side, and only Thirty- 
one Beds, some of the Pa- 
tients have been obliged to 
have Pallets placed on the 
Floor. 



Males: 
Lunatics 10 
Idiots - 8 
Epileptics 4 > 



22 

Females : 
Lunatics 18 
Idiots - 8 
Epileptics 13 

39 



«»r cne sick; there 

is also a resident Apothecary who com- 
pounds the Medicine. 



Three Cells, Male ; Three, Fe- 
male ; One Bed in each Cell. 



Total, Male 
and Female 61 
None; but Ten 
Idiots, harmless 
and allowed to 
be with other 
Inmates. 



When violent, confined in one of the Cells 
under Charge of a Pauper till removed 
to the District Lunatic Asylum, Belfast. 



Six ; viz. Three Cells for 
Males and Three for Females. 



None; Six Idiots 



Thirty four 



Twenty-five 



The Medical Officer desires to state that 
this House does not afford the necessary 
Accommodation for Maniac Patients, and 
that, according as such Cases occur, they 
are transferred to the District Asvlum in 
Waterford. 

The Medical Attendant of the Workhouse 
sees the Lunatic Paupers every Day, or 
as often as necessary. A Male and Fe- 
male Keeper has been appointed, whose 
principal Duty consists in the Care of that 
Class of Paupers; those Persons were 
chosen in consequence of having held 
similar Situations in the District Lunatic 
Asylum. 



No Accommodation provided 
for Insane Persons. There 
are Six Cells, Three Male 
and Three Female, Five of 
which are occupied by Idiots; 
there is also a Day-room for 
them. 

Three Males and Three Fe- 
males ; Total, Six. 

Twelve ; Six Males and Six 
Females. 



None; Five harm- 
less Idiots. 



None. 

Two 



Thirty-four 



- Fifteen 



Six Male and Six Female 



- None 



Six Wards, each fitted with 
One Bed, but capable of 
containing a Second, should 
the Inmates be harmless. 

Three Male and Three Fe- 
male Cells, with One Bed in 
each. 

Six - 



Three. 



Six 



Three 



Six ; Three Males, and Three 
Females. 



One 



None. On one Occasion a Female Pauper 
having become insane was removed to 
the County Gaol. 



The Medical Attendant prescribes the ne- 
cessary Medicine and Restraint; and 
Male and Female Nurses or Care-takers 
are appointed over them, under his imme- 
diate Superintendence. 

The Medical Care of this Class devolves 
upon the Medical Officer; the Superin- 
tendence in other respects by Pauper 
Inmates of the Workhouse, appointed 
for that Purpose by the Master. 

The daily Superintendence of the Medical 
Officer of the Workhouse. 



Tllo daily Attendance of the Medical 08- 
cer, and every necessary Attention. 



. Nurse-tender appointed to superinten 
each Lunatic Ward, and see that they 
are regularly cleaned, and the Insane 
Persons properly taken care of; and 
sides visited once a Day by the Medic 
Attendant. . . 

hey are in charge of a Pauper a PP 01 “ 
for the Purpose, and the Doctor orders 
such Food and Medicines as he ttunm 
such Persons require. 
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The Number of 


Total Number 






Insane Persons for whom 


of Insane Persons 




Unions. 


Accommodation is provided in the 


confined in the 






Workhouse. 


Workhouse 
on 1st Jan. 184S. 


of Insane Persons. 


Mbuingab 


Six Lock-up Cells for violent 
Cases ; Sixteen Beds. 


One Female 

Idiot. 


There are Female Pauper Attendants under 
the Matron, the Medical Officer giving 








all professional Care, with Medicines, in 


Naas 


Six, there being Six Cells in 


Eleven 


the Infirmary. 

The Superintendence of One of the Female 








Paupers (selected of approved Care and 
Diligence) placed over the Female Luna- 








tics, and Two Male Paupers of like 








Character placed over the Males, under 
the Superintendence of the Medical 




Six - 




Officer. 


Navas 


None 


Apartments, Medicines, and Medical 








Attendance. 


Xekagh - 


Three Male and Three Fe- 


Two Males; oc- 






male. 


casionally con- 




Newcastle 


Six ; Six Cells, each containing 


Five. 






One Bed for Patient, and 
One for Keeper: Two In- 








spectors Rooms. 






New Ross - 


Twenty-two - 


Three 


Up to this Period no special Provision was 




For Thirty-six Idiots and In- 




required for Insane Persons, as the Cases 
above mentioned are harmless, and are 
allowed to remain amongst the other 
Inmates. 


Kewry 


Five Insane Per- 


The Insane Paupers are visited and attend- 




sane Persons ; Eighteen 


sons and Five 


ed to by the Medical Officer of the 




Males and Eighteen Fe- 


Idiots. 


Workhouse ; they are under the Superin- 




males. 




tendence and Care of the Master and 
Matron, and their Attendants are selected 
from among the Paupers. 


Xewtownards 


Twelve - 


Nine. 


— 


Xewtown-Lima- 


Three Males, Three Females - 


Three Females - 


The Medical Officer of the House, and Two 


VADY. 






Rooms for Male and Female Nurses. 


Oldcastle 


Six - 


Two. 


— 


Omagh 


Six; Three Male and Three 


Four ; Three 







Female. 


Males and 




Parsonstown 


Intended for Six Insane Pa- 


One Female. 
None. 






tients; hitherto appropriated 
to mischievous and offensive 






Rathdown 


Idiots. 

Six Lunatics and Idiots ; Three 


Eleven ; Males 


The same Medical Care as the other In- 




Males and Three Females. 




mates. Those under Medical Treatment 


Rathdrum 




Six. 


are visited each Day by the Medical Of- 
ficer, and the Superintendence of the 
Insane is intrusted to One or more of the 
same Paupers, under the constant Obser- 
vation of the Master and Matron. 


Six - 


Four 


Superintendence of Infirmary Nurse, and 








constant Attendance of a well-behaved 
Pauper on Male Side ; same, if required, 


RathkealE 


Two Males and Six Females; 


Two. 


on Female Side. 




Three Cells, with Two Beds 
in each, and an Inspector’s 
Room to each Ward. 






Roscrea 


Six Males and Six Females, ' 


None. 


— 


ScaRIee 


with a Room for Inspector 
in each Department. 






Six ; Three Male and Three 


None. 




^ttLELAGH 


Female Idiot Wards. 






Three Male and Three Female 


One Male; Two 


— 






MaleandThree 




^ibbereen 




Female Idiots. 
Nine 


The Superintendence of an Inspector, se- 




Females. 




lected from among the Paupers, and the 
daily Inspection of the Physician. 
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Unions. 


The Number of 
Insane Persons for whom 
Accommodation is provided in the 
Workhouse. 


Total Number 
of Insane Persons 
confmcd in tlm 
Workhouse 
on 1st Jon. 1843. 


, ma <le in the Workhouse 

for the Medical Care and Superintendence 
of Insane Persons. 


Slic.o 


Forty ; Twenty Males and 
Twenty Females; including 
Eight Cells for dangerous 
Lunatics. 


Seventeen harm- 
less Idiots. 


— 


Strabane - 


Twenty-six - - 


Fifteen 


The Surgeon visits daily, and a Watdms 
attends, and sleeps in the Male Side - in 
the Female Side they are attended bv 
1 wo Female Paupers, who sleep in the 
Idiot Wards. 


Thurles 


Six Cells ; Three for Males and 
Three for Females ; if not 
violent Two might be accom- 
modated in each Cell. 


None 


These Cells, being separated from the Work- 
house Infirmary, would require a separate 
Nurse-tender in case of Insane Persons 
being admitted. 


Tipperary - 


Twelve - 


One Idiot in 
Hospital. 


— 


Trim 


Six ; Three Males, Three Fe- 


Three. 


’ 


Tullamore 


Six 


None 


Oil the Male Side there are Three Cells 
intended for Sleeping Rooms, which open 
into a Corridor, provided with a Stove, 
to be used as a Day-room; on the 
extreme End of this is a Door under 
Cover of an outer Apartment intended 
for the Keeper. The same Arrangement 
obtains on the Female Side. 


Waterford 


About Seventy-four to Eighty, 
if harmless, and about Fifty- 
six, if (Eight or Ten) re- 
fractory. With the first 
Number the Wards would 
be very crowded, and several 
would be obliged to sleep 
on an exposed Landing 
Place. 


Fifteen Males, 
Twenty-one 
Females;Total, 
Thirty-six. 


There are Two Male and Two Female 
Nurses in charge of the Lunatic Wards ; 
the Lunatics are visited occasionally by 
the Medical Officers, and daily by the 
Matron ; she immediately reports any 
Cases of Illness to the Medical Officers, 
who visit them daily while sick, or, if 
necessary, order them into Hospital. 


Wexford 


Six 


One. 





List of Workhouses not opened at 1st January 1843. 



Antrim Union. 

Athy Union. 

Ballina Union. 

Bally castle Union. 
Ballymena Union. 
Ballymoney Union. 
Ballyshannon Union. 
Bantry Union. 
Cahirciveen Union. 
Carlow Union. 
Carriclunacross Union. 
Castlerea Union. 
Clifden Union. 



Clogher Union. 
Clones Union. 
Donegal Union. 
Dunfanaghy Union. 
Dungarvan Union. 
Enniskillen Union. 
Glenties Union. 
Inishowen Union, 
Kanturk Union. 
Kenmare Union. 
Killamey Union. 
Larne Union. 
Letterkenny Union. 



Lisnaskea Union. 
Listowel Union. 
Lowtherstown Union. 
Macroom Union. 
Milford Union. 
Mouutmelick Union. 
Roscommon Union. 
Stranorlar Union. 
Swineford Union. 
Tralee Union. 

Tuam Union. 
Westport Union. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




on the State of the Lunatic Pooh in Ireland. 55 



Appendix C. 1.— Accounts respecting Lunatic Asylums in Ireland (Workhouses) —continued. 



Statement by the Architect of the Poor Law Commission, showing the Accommodation for Idiots 
in the new Union Workhouses, Ireland; dated 29th May 1843. 



Name of the Uniom. 


Number 
of Inmates 
the 

louse is built 
to contain. 


Number and. Size of Cells. 


Number of 
Beds in 
Dormitories 
not Cells. 


Total Number 
of Beds 
in Double and 
Single Cells 
and Dormitories. 


For 

No. 


Two Beds : 
Size. 


For 

No. 


Single Beds : 
Size. 


Cork 


2,000 





_ 


14 


6' 6" x 7' 6" 


46 


60 


Limerick 


1,600 


— 


— 


14 


6' 6" x 7' 6" 


36 


50 


Kilkenny 


1,300 


— 


— 


8 


y 6" x y 6" 


32 


40 


Sligo 


1,200 


— 


— 


8 


y 6" x y 6 " 


32 


40 


Cavan 


1,200 


— 


— 


8 


y 6" x 8' 6" 


32 


40 


Ballina 


1,200 


— 


— 


8 


y 6" x S' 6" 


32 


40 


Armagh 


1,000 


— 


— 


6 


y 6" x 8' 0" 


34 


40 


Ballinasloe - 


„ 


— 


— 




„ „ 


„ 


40 


Belfast 


„ 


— 


— 




„ „ 


„ 


40 


Castlerea 


„ 


— 


— 




„ „ 


„ 


40 


Downpatrick 


„ 


— 







„ „ 


„ 


40 


Enniskillen - 




— 


— 




„ „ 




40 


Longford 




— 


— 




» „ 




40 


Nenagh 




— 


, 




„ „ 


„ 


40 


Newry 




— 


— 






„ 


40 


Tralee 




— 











40 


Westport 




— 


— 








40 


Galway 




— 


— 






» 


40 


Athlone 


900 








6 


y o " x 8 ' o" 


19 


25 


Ballymena 




_ 







8' 0" x 8' 0" 


„ 


25 


Bandon 












8 r 0" X 8' 0" 


„ 


25 


Magherafelt 







— 




8' 0" X S' 0" 


„ 


25 


Monaghan 












y 0" x 8' 6" 




25 













y 0 " X 8 ' 6" 




25 


Roscommon 












8' 0" x 8 ' 6" 


„ 


25 


Waterford 


„ 


— 


— 




y 0" x 8' 6" 


» 


25 


Ballinrobe - 


800 









8' 0" X 8' 0" 


„ 


25 


Banbridge 




6 


8' 6" x 8' 6" 


— 


— 


None 


12 


Carlow 









6 


8' 6" x y 6" 


19 


25 


Castleblayney 









6 


8' 6" x y 6" 


19 


25 


Cootehill - 









6 


8' 6" x y 6" 


19 


25 


Drogheda 




6 


8 / 6" x 8' 6" 




— 


None 


12 


Dundalk 









6 


y 0" x 8' 6 " 


19 


25 


Dungannon 









6 


y 0" X 8' 6" 


19 


25 


Ennis 








6 


7' 0" x 8' 6" 


19 


25 


Kasturk 








6 


y 0" X 8' 6" 


19 


25 










6 


7' 0" x 8' 6" 


19 


25 


Kilmallock 




6 


8' 6" x 7' Q " 




— 


None 


12 










6 


7' 0" X 8' 6" 


19 


25 


Lisburn 









6 


8' 0" X 8' 6" 


19 


25 


Londonderry 








6 


7' 0" x S' 6" 


19 


25 


Loughrea - 




6 


8' 6" x 8' 6" 




— 


None 


12 


Lurgan 








6 


6' 0" x 8' 6" 


19 


25 


Midleton 








6 


6' 0" X 8' 6" 


19 


25 
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6 


7' 6" X 8' 6" 


19 


25 


Mullingar 


” 






6 


y 0" x 8' 6" 


19 


25 


Omagh 






8' 6" x 8' 6" 




— 


None 


12 


Parsonstown - 








6 


7' 0" x 8' 6" 


19 


25 


Strabane 


” 






6 


7' 0" X 8' 6" 


19 


25 




” 






6 


6' 0" X 8' 6 " 


19 


25 


Tcam 


” 






6 


y 0" x 8' 6" 


19 


25 


Carhick-on-Shannon 




_ 


— 


6 


7' 0" x 8' 6" 


19 


25 


Antrim 






9' 0" x 8' 6" 




— 


None 


12 


Ballymoney - 






9' 0 " X S ' 6" 


— 


— 


» 




Boyle 






9 ' 0 " X S' 6 " 





■ 






Cashel 


” 




9 ' 0 " X 8' 6" 





— 






Castlebar 






9 ' 0 " X 8' 6 " 












Coleraine 






9' 0" X S' 6 " 








» 




Listowel 






9 ' 0 " X S ' 5 " 


— 


— 


» 




Mallow 






9' 0 " X S ' 6 " 


— 


— 


>» 




Mohill 






9' 0 " X 8' 6" 


— 


— 






Boscrba 






9' 0 " X S ' 6 " 


— 


• 






SwiNEFORD 


» 


» 


9' 0" x 8' 6" 


— 


— 


” 





' I » | „ | » V A o u 
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Appendix to Evidenoe depose Select Committee 



Appendix C. 1 .— Accounts respecting Lunatic Asylums in Ireland (Workhouses) — continued. 







Number 
of Inmates ' 




Numbcv nud Size of Cells. 


Number of 


Total Number 


Name op the Union. 




the 

[ouso is built 
to contain. 


For 

No. 


Two Bods: 
Size. 


For 

No. 


Single Beds : 
Size. 


Beds in 
Dormitories 
not Cells. 


in Double and 
Single Cells 
and Dormitories. 


Tipperary 




700 


6 


9' 0" x 8' 6" 






None 


12 


Tullamore 


. 




„ 


9' 0" x 8' 6" 


— 


— 


„ 


12 


Tiiurles 




„ 


» 


9' 0" X 8' 6" 


— 


— 




12 


Ardee 




600 


„ 


9' 0" X 8' 6" 


— 


— 




12 


A THY 


. 




„ 


9' 0" x 8' 6" 


— 


— 




12 


Bailieborougii 






„ 


9' 0" X 8' 6" 


— 


— 




12 


Bantry 




}) 


„ 


9' 0 " x 8' 6" 


— 


— 


„ 


12 


Callan 






» 


9' 0" X 8' 6" 


— 


— 


„ 


12 


Clones 






» 


9' 0" X 8' G" 


— 


— 




12 


COOKSTOWN 




}) 


„ 


9' 0" x 8' 6" 


— 


— 


» 


12 


Dungarvan - 




n 


» 


9' 0" x 8' 6" 


— 


— 




12 


Edenderry 




}} 




9' 0" x 8' 6" 


— 


— 




12 


Enniscortiiy - 




j, 




9' 0" x 8' 6" 


— 


— 




12 


Ennistymon - 








9' 0" x S' 6 " 


— 


— 


„ 


12 


Granard 






„ 


9' 0" x 8' 6" 


— 


— 




12 


Inishowen 






„ 


9' 0" X S' 6" 


— 





„ 


12 


Kells 






„ 


9' 0" x 8' 6" 


— 







12 


Macroom 








9' 0" x 8' 6" 


— 


— 


» 


12 


Newtown arcs 




u 




9' 0" X 8' 6" 


— 


— 


” 


12 


Oldcastle 








9' 0" x 8' 6" 


— 


— 




12 


Newtown Limavady 


J} 




9' 0" x 8' 6" 


— 


— 




12 


Ratiidown 


_ 






9' 0" X 8' 6" 


— 


— 


„ 


12 


Ratiidrum 


_ 






9' 0" X 8' 6" 










12 


ScARIPF 


. 




„ 


9' 0" x 8' 6" 


— 


— 




12 


Wexford 


- 


„ 


„ 


9' 0" X 8' 6" 


— 


— 


» 


12 


Naas 


. 


550 




9' 0" X 8' 6" 


_ 


— 


„ 


12 


Newcastle 


- 


550 




9' 0" X 8' 6" 


— 


— 


„ 


12 


Rathkeale - 




660 


„ 


9' 0" X 8' 6" 


— 


— 




12 


Abbeyleix 




500 


n 


9' 0" x 8' 6" 










12 


Ballyshannon 






„ 


9' 0" X 8' 6" 


— 


■ 


„ 


12 


Baltinglass - 








9' 0" x 8' 6" 


— 


— 


„ 


12 


Carrickmacross 








9' 0" x 8' 6" 


— 


— 


„ 


12 


Carrtck-on-Suir 








9' 0" x 8' 6" 


— 


— 




12 


Clogheen 








9' 0" X 8' 6" 


— 


— 


„ 


12 


Clogher 




n 




9' 0" x 8' 6" 


— 


— 


„ 


12 


Donegal 








9' 0" x 8' 6" 





— 


„ 


12 


Glenties 






„ 


9' 0" x 8' 6" 


— 


— 


„ 


12 


Gorky 








9' 0" x 8' 6" 


— 


— 


„ 


12 


Goht 




}t 


J} 


9' 0" X 8' 6" 


— 


— 


„ 


12 


Kenmare 








9' 0" x 8' 6" 


— 


— 


„ 


12 


Kinsale 








9' 0" x 8' 6" 





— 




12 


Letterkenny 




3f 


13 


9' 0" x 8' 6" 


— 





„ 


12 


Lismore 








9' 0" X 8' 6" 








„ 


12 


Lisnaskea 








9' 0" X 8' 6" 








„ 


12 


Manorhamilton 




}3 




9' 0" X 8' 6" 





— 




12 


Navan 






„ 


9' 0" X 8' 6" 


— 





„ 


12 


Trim 




„ 


„ 


9' 0" x 8' 6" 


— 


— 




12 


Balrothery - 




4-00 




9' 0" x 8' 6" 










10 


Caiiirciveen - 








9' 0" x 8' 6" 





— 


„ 


10 


Celbridge 




„ 




9' 0" X 8' 6" 





* 




10 


Dunmanway - 








9' O'' x 8' 6" 










10 


Dunshaughlin 




„ 




S' 0" x 8' 6" 





— 




10 


Larne 








9' 0" x 8' 6" 








„ 


10 


Lowtherstown 








9' 0" X 8' 6" 








„ 


10 


Milford 








O' 0" X 8' 6" 





— 




10 


Shillelagh - 








9' 0" x 8' 6" 








„ 


10 


Stranorlar 








9' 0" x 8' 6" 


— 


— 


» 


10 


Ballycastle 




300 








4. 


8' 0" X 8' 6" 


„ 


4 


Clifden 






— 







8' 0" x 8' 6" 






Dunfanaghy 

Kilkeel 




” 


— 


— 


” 


8' 0" X 8' 6" 
8' 0" X 8' 6" 




4 

4 
















Total - 


2,347 



Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
30th May 1843. 



} 
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Betum (o an Order of the House of Commons (dated 3d Mav hpm-i „r ,l v „ , 

District Lunatic As™ in Irrdand for tlTel^S £,¥£££. 
showing the total annual Expense, the annual Averao-P p, n o„! 0 c , r. • , lb4,:i > 

of Patients from each County, and the Sum charged to each Count, “fa theT^a ’t-Wrte 
Number. of Pat, eats m each on the 1st Day of April 1842; the Number admitted- l e 
Number discharged ; d,»tmgu,shing those discharged as cured, as relieved, as ha”m ess' and 
incurable, and the Number transferred lo Workhouses; the Number who L..JV , 
Total discharged and died ; the Number in each on the Slst Day of March 1843 • die 
Number to whom Adm.ss.on was refused ; and the Average Number in each A.vl.lT ’ 

Year : Of the total Expenditure in each Asylum in thenar ; tt tom, C s ' “S 
Annum ; the Expenditure m Furniture, Bedding, and Linen ■ the - Z P 

Additions, and Alterations Workmen’s Bills, Ac. ; the totalExpenditure in altg 'he 
Expend, tore per Head per Annum in Clothing; the total Expenditure in Salaries and Setmus 
Wages; the Expend, ure per Head per Annum in Salaries and Ser.antsWa.es- the total 
fitpend'ure m Food only ; the Cost per Head per Annum for Food only tlm Cos t ir 
Head per Week for Food only ; the Cost per Head per Day for Food only^ all calculated 
from the Average Number of Pat, ants for the Year :_0f the Particulars of encli Salary and 
‘ he t0ta > the same for the Year:-Of the Number admitted 

into each Asylum between the Opemng and the Slst Day of March 1843; the Number 
d, sol, urged as recovered, the Number discharged or taken away by their Friends as relived 
or barm ess and incurable or transferred to Workhouses within that Period ; the Number of 

remaint»“ e!,a f A , ber ," h " haVe died withi " lI “ Period; and the total Number 
remaining ,n each Asylum on the 31st Day of March 1843 i-Similar Returns from the 
Cork Lunatic Asylum :-A„d also a Return of the Number of Insane in each Won*. 

rn Pun™ Ln™l‘ > V^ te Sis, Day of March 1843; and showing the Total under Care 
m ruBLic Lunatic Asylums and Workhouses m Ireland. 



Appendix C. 2. 



Expense of 
District Lunatic 
Asylums. 



ARMAGH. 



Return of the Expense for the Year ending 31st March 1843. 



Year ending 31st March 1843 : 
lotal annual Expense 
Expense of each Patient 

Number of Patients from each County : 
Armagh 
Monaghan 
Fermanagh 
Cavan 



51 

31 

20 

19 

121 



£ 

- 2,163 8 2 
17 14 7 

“Sums charged to each County : 
Armagh 
Monaghan 
Fermanagh 
Cavan 



346 14 10 
334 16 1 



£ 2,094 19 5 



* This is regulated according to the Period at which the Assizes commence. 



Return of the Number in the Asylum, 31st March 1843. 

Number of Patients on 31st March 1842 - - _ 

Admitted - 

Discharged as cured - - 

Ditto - relieved - 

Ditto - harmless and incurable 
Transferred to Workhouses - 

Died . 

Total discharged and died - . 

Number to whom Admission was refused 
Average Number in the Asylum in the Year 



115 

104 

36 

29 

19 

None. 

11 

95 

None. 

122 



Itnims of the Total Expenditure in the Year, and the Cost per Head per Annum 
v from the Average Number of Patients. 

T » i £ ar endin S 31st March 1843 : jp 

frtal Expenditure . . . . _ _ 

Exptndihn-!^ ^ eac l P er Annum, calculated from the Average Number 
*xpend,ture m Furniture, Linen, and Bedding - . 

Total Pv° r Fixtures, Additions, Alterations, Workmen’s Bills, &c. 

E ”““ expenditure in Clothing - . . _ _ 

Total j? ea< * P e r Annum in Clothing, calculated from Average Number - 
Cost ner P H ' mI, , tUre l! } Salar ‘es and Servants Wages - ... 

Numbed PCr ^ nnum * n Salaries and Wages, calculated from the Average 

CW 1 Ex P enditu re in Food onl ~ 



C ns . “ fr u , ure in f ood only 

Cos Li 5 eat ! Per Annum in F °od only 

& g“ d L e I Week in Food only 7 



* TT r i'*-* 'ycck in rood only 
P Head per Diem in Food only 
(193. — AppA 



X 2 



2,163 

17 

109 

137 

192 

1 

556 



5 

1 

5 

7 



8 4 



11 

8 3 
16 5-^r 
2 7 U 
0 4f 
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Expense of 
District Lunatic 
Asylums. 



Bedfast. 



Appendix to Evidence before Select Committee 
ARMAGH— continued. 



Particulars of Salaries and Servants Wages. 



Name. 


Rank. 




Salary. 




Total Amount 
for the Year. 








£ 


s. 


d. 


£ *. <L 


Thomas and Matilda Jackson - 


Manager and Matron 




250 


0 


O 


250 0 0 


■William Lodge Kidd 


Physician ... 






0 


0 


100 0 0 


” 1 Gardener and Keeper 


- 


20 


O 


0 


20 0 0 




1 Storekeeper 


■ 


15 


0 


0 


15 0 0 




1 Keeper, Refractory Division 


(each) 


15 


0 


0 


15 0 0 




2 Keepers - - 


12 


0 


0 


24 0 0 




1 Master Weaver 


- 




0 


0 


10 0 0 


lieu of Clothes, and the * 


I Hall Porter and Messenger 




10 


0 


0 


10 0 0 




I Cook 


- 






0 


10 0 0 


num. 


1 Gntekeeper ... 


(each) 


G 


6 


0 


6 6 0 


4 Nurses ... 


6 


6 


0 


25 4 0 




4 Laundry mnids, Housemaid, &c. 


(each) 


4 


4 


0 


16 16 0 




V.8 Assistant Nurses 
1 


4 


4 


0 

£ 


33 12 0 
535 18 0 



Number of Patients admitted between the Opening on the 14th July 1825 and the 
31st March 1843. 

Number admitted - 

Discharged as cured - 

Ditto - relieved, and unrelieved and harmless 
Transferred to Workhouses - 
Number of relapsed Cases 
Number died - - 

Total Number remaining on 31st March 1843 
1 1th May 1843. Thomas Jackson, Manager. 



1,267 
55 6 
410 
None. 
24 
177 
124 



BELFAST. 



Return of the Expense for the Year ending 31st March 1843. 



Year ending 31st March 1843 : 

Total annual Expense 

Annual Average Expense of each Patient 



£ s. d. 
3,720 18 9 
14 18 4 



Number of Patients from each County on 31st 



March 1843: 




Antrim 


- 118 


Down 


- 132 


Carrickfergus 


2 




252 



Sums charged to each County (as made up to 
30th Nov. 1842, for Lent Assizes of 1843): 



Antrim 

Down 

Carrickfergus 



£ s. d. 

- 1,S82 15 05 

- 1,863 6 4| 

- 44 17 4 

.*£3,790 19 2 



Return of the Number in the Asylum on 31st March 1843. 
Number of Patients on 1st April 1842 - 

Admitted during the Year - 
Discharged as cuved - - 

Ditto - relieved - - 

Ditto - harmless and incurable ... 

Number transferred to Workhouses - 

Ditto - died ... - 

Remaining 31st March 1843 - 

Number to whom Admission was refused - 
Average Number in Asylum during the Year 



250 

123 

90 

7 

3 

3 

18 

252 

None. 

249-44 



Return of the total Expenditure in the Year, and the Cost per Head per 
from the Average Number. 

Year ending 31st March 1843: 

Total Expenditure - - - 

Total Cost per Head per Annum - 

Expenditure in Furniture, Linen, and Bedding - - 

Ditto - Fixtures, Additions, Alterations, and Workmen’s Bills, &c. 
Total Expenditure in Clothing - 

Expenditure per Head per Annum in Clothing - 
Total Expenditure in Salaries and Servants Wages - 

Cost per Head per Annum in Salaries and W'ages 
Total Expenditure in Food only - - 

Cost per Head per Annum for Food only - 

Cost per Head per Week for Food only - - 

Cost per Head per Diem for Food only - - 



Annum, calculated 



£ s. d. 
3,720 18 9 
14 18 4 
151 14 11 
516 9 5 
289 1 9 

1 3 2 
663 14 1 

2 13 °-k 
1,623 11 l 

6 10 2 
° 2 6 
o o i! 
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Particulars of Salaries and Servants Wages. 



Name. 


Rank. 


Salary. 


Total Amount. 


Robert Stewart, m.d\ 

M. F. Stewart - 

S. S. Thomson, m.d. - 

J. S. Mulholland 

Joseph Clarke - - . - 

Salaries 
Servants "V 


Manager 
Matron - 
Physician 
Surgeon 
Clerk, &c. 

Vages - 


1 £ s. d. 
1 250 0 0 
100 0 0 
25 0 0 
40 0 0 


£ s. d. 

415 0 0 
248 14 7 


£ 


663 14 7 



Expense of 
District Lunatic 
Asylums. 



Numbers Admitted and Discharged between the Opening and 31st March 184*3. 



Number admitted - - - - 1,366 

Ditto discharged as recovered - - - - 716 

Ditto - ditto as relieved, or harmless and incurable - - 131 

Ditto transferred to Workhouses - - - 3 

Ditto of relapsed Cases - - - - - 96 

Ditto died ------ 264; 

Total Number remaining on 31st March 1843 ... 252 

Belfast District Asylum, •) Robert Stewart, MJX 

12th May 184*3. S Resident Manager. 



CARLOW. 



Carlow. 



Return of the Expense for the Year ending 31st March 1843. 



Year ending 31st March 184*3 : 
Total annual Expense 
Expense of each Patient 

Number of Patients from each County : 



County of Carlow 


- 40 


County of Kildare 


- 52 


County of Wexford 


- 39 


County of Kilkenny 


- 23 


City of Kilkenny 


- 10 




164 



£ s. d. 

- 2,388 19 1 
14 4 4 1 



Sums charged to each County : £ s. d. 

County of Carlow - 581 1 34 

County of Kildare - - 678 13 if 

County of Wexford . - 637 10 4 
County of Kilkenny - 329 4 If- 

City of Kilkenny - • 126 3 2 



£ 2,352 12 1 



Return of the Number in the Asylum on the 31st March 1843. 



Number of Patients on 1st April 1842 - 


- 


- 


- 


- 166 


Admitted - - 

Discharged as cured - 
Ditto - relieved 


- 




- 


- 28 
8 


Ditto - harmless and incurable 


- 


- 






Died - - 


- 


■ 


' 


46 


Total discharged and died 

Number to whom Admission was refused 


- 




- 


2 

- 168 


Average Number in the Asylum in the Year 1842 


" 





A Return of the Total Expenditure in the Year, and the Cost per Head per i 
calculated from the Average Number of Patients. 

Year ending 31st March 1843 : 

Total Expenditure - - - * - ' ' _ . ’ 

Total Cost per Head per Annum, calculated from the Average Number ot Fatients 
during the Year - - - . “ 

Expenditure in Furniture, Linen, and Bedding ^ ^ ' 

Expenditure in Fixtures, Additions, Alterations, Workmen’s Bills, &c. - " 

The total Expenditure in Clothing - - * " “ XT . 

Expenditure per Head per Annum in Clothing, calculated from the Average i u 
The total Expenditure in Salaries and Servants Wages - “ - ’ , 

Cost per Head per Annum in Salaries and Servants Wages, calculated from tne 
Average - - - - 

The total Expenditure in Food only - 
Cost per Head per Annum in Food only 
Cost per Head per Week in Food only - - “• 

Cost per Head per Diem in Food only - 

(193. — App.) X. 3 



£ s. 
2,388 19 

14 4 
89 6 
41 5 
162 6 
0 19 
675 9 

4 0 
1,107 12 
6 11 



5 

2 

10i 

64 
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C ARLOW — continued. 



Expense of 
District Lunatic 
Asylums. 



Particulars of Salaries and Servants Wages. 



Na.no. 


Hank. 


Salary, 
per Annum. 


Total Amount 
for the Year. 


P. M‘Cnftry 
William Parsons 
Mrs. L. Parsons 
M. E. White 
II. Malcomson 
Timothy Iircmra 


Manager, discharged - 

Ditto - 

Matron _ _ _ 

Physieian - 

Apothecary - . ... 

Clerk and Storekeeper . 

Gardener ... 

r, Keepers - - . (each) 

r, Nurses .... (t . llcl)) 

11 Assistants - (oachl 

Cook - . - 1 ' 

Laundress . 

Gatekeeper - . ... 

Yard keeper and Messenger - . 


£ s. a. 
200 0 0 
200 0 0 
100 0 0 
100 0 0 
25 0 0 
25 0 0 
20 0 0 
12 12 0 
6 G 0 
4 4 0 
10 0 0 
G 6 0 
9 0 0 
G 6 0 


£ s. & 
675 9 o 



Number of Patients admitted between the Opening and the 31st Day of March 1843. 

Number admitted between the Opening on the 7th May 1832 and 31st March 1843 - 
Discharged as recovered - 
Ditto - relieved or incurable ... 

Number of relapsed Cases - - . 

Number died 

Total Number remaining on 31st Day of March 1843 
r, . i .i • t~\ P William Parsons, Manager. 

Dated this 12th Day of May 1843. Timothy Bmhak, Clerk and Storekeepe 



532 

257 

36 

33 

75 

164 



Clonmel. 



CLONMEL. 



Return of Expenditure for Year ending 31st March 1843. 



Total annual Expense for Year ending 31st March 1843 - 
1 otal Expense of each Patient for same Period 



£ s. d. 
- 1,868 10 8 
18 2 9 



Number of Patients in Asylum on 31st March 1843 . . 100 

Average Number in Asylum during Year ending 31st March 1843 - 103 and a Fraction. 



Return in detail of Asylum, as to Numbers admitted, discharged as recovered, relieved, 
transmitted to Workhouses, and died, during Year ending 31st March 1S43. 



In Asylum on 1st April 1842 
Admitted from that Day to 31st March 1843 
Discharged as cured during same Period 
Ditto - relieved - Ditto - 
Ditto - harmless and incurable during same Period 
Ditto - transferred to Workhouses - Ditto 
Died . . _ _ Ditto 

tNumber to whom Admission had been refused 
Average Number in Asylum for Year to 31st March 1843 - 



- 106 
27 
23 



5 
23 
■ 103 



harmless^ 'i'n c u r^hl p a . s 1 m a !! ^ eturn as this > called for on last Year, that the Insane (or rather the 
l£tr ct for whiH ' • T 6 We l 6 ! u PP orted in the Poorhouses which had been opened in the 
Distant foi which this Asylum had been built, as follows : 

Cashel 0 " " - £5 12 8 per Head per Annum. 

°» ah August lsiiTtlmt by Direction Of 
The Renlv of fhp Pn T Se "n ^ lm . -° iarm ^ ess an d incurable Persons, Natives of that Union, 
would be hiphlv nfvnl i a T , Co T'- SS, r eiS * towhom Subject was referred, stated “that it 
Th,,f ! , y '"expedient to admit them into the Workhouse.” 

for the Cure nnr/rVpn^ 6 ^ r Iacura ble Class remains, at a heavy Expense, in an Hospital built 
exc „d. 0f h A ln “ ne ' ‘hoy can teive io Benefit and from which they 
+ £ be ' rest ° red »<*»„ by on early Admission. 

Entrv is mnrlo i " ot lnc ^e Persons for whom irregular Applications had been made, as no 
Gaols and Bridewpllo ■ ^PP^ Icatl0n Book ; neither does it include Criminals confined in 

Warrant of His Excellent the l7rdT. ll^’ n ‘ > ' b)r medico1 Applications, dnly filled, but by 



Return 
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CLONMEL — continued. 



Return of Expenditure for Year ending 31st March 1843. 
Total Cost per Head, calculated from the Average Number of Patients 
Total Expenditure for Year to 31st March 1843 - 

Expenditure in Furniture, Bedding, and Linen - 
‘Ditto - Fixtures, Alterations, Additions, Workmen’s Bills, &c. - 

Ditto - Clothing, including 162. for Keepers Clothing 
Ditto - Ditto for Patients only - 
Ditto for Food only, for 103 Patients and 18 Servants 
Ditto - Ditto for Patients only - 
Cost per Head per Annum for Food only (Servants included) 

Ditto - per Week - Ditto - Ditto 

Ditto - per Day - Ditto - Ditto . 



£ s. d. 

18 2 9 
1,868 10 8 
22 15 11 
197 13 4 
73 13 9 
57 13 9 
696 5 3 
532 0 3 
5 15 1 
0 2 2 | 

0 0 344 



« This Sum does not include the Outlay granted by his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant and 
Council for the additional Wings, finished about 10 Weeks back, but only declared fit for the 
Reception of Patients on 2d instant. The Board of Works or Clerk of Privy Council can alone 
furnish the Amount of their Cost. 



Expenditure in Salaries and Wages. 
Management, per Patient per Annum ... 

Physician, Apothecary, and Medicines, per Patient per Annum - 
Servants, per Patient per Annum (including Gardener) 



£ s. d. 
3 1 2 
1 7 9f 

1 12 9 £ 



6 1 9f 



Particulars of Salaries and Wages. 



Name. 


Rank. 


Salary. 


Total 
for Year. 


WAGES. 


— 


James Flynn, M.D. 


Manager 


£ 

200 


£ s. d. 


1 Gardener, 121 . ; 7 
ns Keeper, 127. J 


£ s. d. 
24 0 0 


William J. Shiell, M. D. 


AttendingPhysician 


100 






13 IS 0 










2 Keepers •• (eacli 12!. 12 s.) 


25 4 0 


Ellen Crofton 








1 Nurse ... 


9 0 0 










2 Nurses - (each 87. 8s.) 


16 16 0 


John O’Halloran 


Apothecary - j 


SO | 




I Nurse ... 


7 7 0 


John George Rae 








I Housemaid, J ( ea °h «■ 5*0 


37 16 0 










1 Cook 


8 8 0 








445 0 0 


1 Laundress ... 












1 Gate Porter 






W*CI! 


■ 


167 19 0 


1 Hall Porter 


8 8 0 






£ 


612 19 0 


£ 


167 19 0 



Return of Numbers admitted, discharged, &c. since Opening of Asylum, 16th January 1835, 
to 31st March 1843. 



Numbers admitted since Opening 403 

Ditto discharged as cured and relieved during same Period - - 240 

Ditto - Ditto - as relieved - - Ditto - - - 40 

Ditto transmitted to Workhouses - - Ditto - - - 7 

Relapsed during same Period - - - - 34 

Died - Ditto - - . - - 58 

Total Numbers remaining on 31st March 1843 .... iqo 



10th May 1843. James Flvnn, M.D., Manager. 



CONNAUGHT. 



Return of the Expense, &c.for the Year ending 31st March 1843. 

Total annual Expense ..... ^3,487 13 8 
Average Expense of each Patient - - - 12 13 8£ 



Number of Patients from each County : 
County of Galway 
Ditto - Mayo 
Ditto - Roscommon 
Ditto - Leitrim 
Ditto - Sligo 
Town of Galway 



- 71 

- 72 

- 49 

- 33 

- 44 

- 13 



Sums charged to each County : 
County of Galway 
Ditto - Mayo 
Ditto - Roscommon 
Ditto - Leitrim 
Ditto - Sligo 
Town of Galway 



£ s. d. 

- 981 14 5 

- 928 8 4 

- 507 2 2 

- 399 7 5 

- 585 0 1 

- 160 2 1 



Total 



(193. — App.) 



X 4 



Total - £ 3,561 15 1 



Appendix C. 2. 

Expense of 
District Lunatic 
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Connaught. 
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Expense of 
District Lunatic 
Asylums. 



CONNAUGHT — continued. 



Return of Patients for the Year ending 31st March 184-3. 

Number of Patients on the 1st April 184-2 ... 

Admitted - - - - 

Discharged cured - - - 

Ditto - relieved - 

Ditto - harmless and incurable - - 

Transferred to Workhouses ... 

Died - - - 

Total discharged and died - - - - 

Number of Patients on the 31st March 1843 
Number to whom Admission was refused - - 

Average Number in the Asylum in the Year 



265 

96 

43 

5 

7 

None. 

24 

79 

282 

271 



Return of the Total Expenditure in the Year, and the Cost per Head 
calculated from the Average Number of Patients, 

Year ending 31st March 1843 : 

Total Expenditure .... - 

Total Cost per Head - 

Expenditure in Furniture, Linen, and Bedding - - - - 

Ditto - Fixtures, Additions, &c. .... 

Total Expenditure in Clothing for Patients and Servants 

Ditto - - per Head in Ditto .... 

Total Expenditure in Salaries and Servants Wages 
Cost per Head in - Ditto - - - 

Total Expenditure in Food only for Patients and Servants ... 
Cost per Head in Food only - - Ditto ... 

Cost per Head per Week in Food only Ditto - - - - 

Cost per Head per Day in Food only - Ditto .... 



per Annum, 



£ 

3,570 

13 

140 

180 

261 

0 

636 



s. d. 
15 5 
1 101 
6 11 * 
11 4 
10 1 
19 31 
9 5 
6 11 * 
11 10 
19 5 
2 8f 
0 4 *- 



Particulars of Salaries and Servants Wages. 



N ““- 


Rank. 


Salary. 


Total Amount 
for the Year. 






£ s. d. 


£ s. d. 


John B. M‘Kiernan 


Manager 


200 0 0 






William Heise, M.D. 


Physician 


100 0 0 




1 


Margaret A. Callan 


Matron 


60 0 0 




> 420 0 0 


Thomas Callan 


Apothecary 


30 0 0 


| 


I 


Ditto 


Clerk and Storekeeper 


30 0 0 








9 Male Servants 


12 12 0 








1 Ditto 


10 0 0 


) 


1 




4 Female Ditto 


6 6 0 




► 216 9 5 




8 Ditto 


4 4 0 


| 


1 




12 Ditto 


3 0 0 


J 





In addition to the above, the Male Servants are allowed Clothing of the Value of 4 /• 4#., 
and the Female Servants of 11 2s., each, yearly. 



Return of Patients from tho Opening of the Asylum to 31st March 1843. 



Number admitted _ ..... 984 

Discharged cured - .... - 366 

Ditto - relieved - . . . . ' 61 

Ditto - incurable - . . . - 36 

Number of relapsed Cases .... - 50 

Number died - _• .... 239 

Transferred to Workhouses .... - None. 

Number remaining, 31st March 1843 - - - 282 



The small Proportion of Cures to Admissions is cau'sed by the great Number of old incurable 
Cases received from the Gaols originally, and since by the Operation of the Act of 1 Viet. c.27. 
I he high Ratio of Deaths is accounted for in the same Way. 

Lunatic Asylum, Ballinasloe, l John B. M'Kiernan, 

11th May 1843. J Manager. 
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LIMERICK. 



Return of Expense for the Year ended 31st March 1843. 



Appendix C. 2. 

Expense of 
District Lunatic 
Asylums. 



Total Annual Expense 
Expense of each Patient 



£ s. d. 
4,S21 1 11 
13 19 74 



Limerick. 



Number of Patients from each County : 



City of Limerick - - 29 

County of Limerick - - 101 

„ Clare - - 115 

„ Kerry - - 102 



Sums charged to each County : „ 



City of Limerick 
County of Limerick 
„ Clare 

„ Kerry 



440 0 
1,418 3 
1,606 8 
1,395 17 



d. 

4 

0 

2 



7 



Return of Patients in the Asylum on 31st March 1842. 



Number of Patients on 31st March 1842 
Number admitted to 31st March 1843 
Discharged cured 
Ditto - relieved - 
Ditto - harmless or incurable 
Number transferred to Workhouses 
Died - - - 

Total discharged and died 
Number to whom Admission was refused 
Average Number in the Asylum during the Year 



352 

77 

4S 

6 

S 

20 

S2 

None. 

352 



Return of the Total Expenditure during the Year, and the Cost per 
calculated from the Average Number of Patients only. 



Total Expenditure - - - -• " 

Cost per Head per Annum, calculated from tlie Average Number of Patients 

Expenditure in Furniture, Linen, and Bedding - 

Expenditure in Fixtures, Additions, Alterations, Workmen’s Bills, &c. 

Total Expenditure in Clothing - 

Cost per Head per Annum in Clothing, calculated from the Average 

Total Expenditure in Salaries and Servants Wages 

Cost per Head per Annum in Salaries and Servants Wages 

Total Expenditure in Food only - 

Cost per Head per Annum in Food only - 

Cost per Head per Week in Food only - 

Cost per Head per Diem in Food only ■ 



Head per Annum, 

£ s. d. 

- 4,921 I II 

13 19 74 
204 13 4 
247 19 8 
226 6 6 
0 12 7 
906 6 0 
2 11 5* 

- 2,609 15 0 

7 8 3 
0 2 10 
0 0 44 



Particulars and Amount of Salaries and Servants Wages. 



Name. 


Rank. 


Salary. 


Total Amount 
for tlie Tear. 


John Jackson 


Manager 


£ s. d. 

210 0 0 


£ s. d. 


Eliza Jackson 


Matron 


70 0 0 




David O’Callaghan 


Physician 


150 0 0 


V 906 6 0 


T. & J. Bouchier 


Apothecaries 




( 


Patrick M'Donnell 










Servants 


386 6 0 





Number of Patients admitted between the Opening 

Number admitted 
Discharged as recovered 

Ditto - relieved or incurable 
Number transferred to Workhouses 
Number of relapsed Cases 
Number died - 

Number remaining on 31st Day of March 1843 



12th May 1843. 



and the 31st Day of March 1843. 

- 1,594 

867 
105 
14 
22 
261 
347 

John Jackson, 

Manager. 
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Appendix to Evidence before Select Committee 

LONDONDERRY. 



Return of the Expense for the Year ending the 31st Day of March 1843. 
Year ending 31st March 1843 : 

Total annual Expense - 

Expense of each Patient - 



£ s. d. 

- 3,126. 3 9 
14 16 3|f£ 



Number of Patients from each County : 

Londonderry - - - 67 

Donegal - - - 84 

Tyrone - - - 60 

Total - “in" 



Sums charged to each County : £ s d 

Londonderry - . i l00 i g j 

Donegal . . i, 27Y j, „ 

Ijrono - - - 978 14. 1 

Total - rfsiiiTlTT 



Return of tile Number in the Asylum on the 31st Day of March 1843. 
Number of Patients on 1st April 1842 - - - - 20 

Number of Patients admitted - - > _ g 

Number of Patients discharged recovered 
Ditto - Ditto - relieved 

Ditto - Ditto - harmless and incurable 

Number of Patients transmitted to Workhouses 
Ditto - died - 

Total Number discharged and died - 
Number to whom Admission was refused - - - - 39 

Average Number of Patients in the Year - - 211 



35 

5 

15 
12 

16 



Return of the total Expenditure in the Year, and the Cost per Head per 
from the Average Number of Patients. 

Year ending 31st March 1843 : 

Total Expenditure - . 

Total Cost per Head per Annum - 

Total Cost in Furniture, Linen, and Bedding - - 

Expenditures in Fixtures, Alterations, Additions, Workmen’s Bills, &c. 

Total Expenditure in Clothing * 

Expenditure per Plead per Annum in Clothing - 
Total Expenditure in Salaries and Servants Wages 
Cost per Head per Annum in Salaries and Servants Wages 
Total Expenditure in Food only - . . . 

Cost per Head per Annum in Food only - 

Cost per Head per Week in Food only ... 

Cost per Head per Day in Food only - - 



Annum, calculated 



£ 


s. 


d. 


3,126 


3 


9 


14 


16 


344? 


230 


9 


7 


224 


1 


4 


231 


7 


5 


1 


1 


1L 3 tt 


640 


4 


0 


2 


18 


9-¥r 


1,307 


0 


9 


6 


4 


10-4r 


0 


2 


ii-i- 


0 


0 





Particulars of Salaries and Servants Wages. 



David and Eliza Cluff 
Francis Iiogan, M.D. 
Charles Morton 
Robert Hamerton 



Manager and Matron 
Physician 
Apothecary 
Clerk and Storekeeper 

1 Gardener 
5 Keepers 
1 Hall Porter 
I Gatekeeper 
5 Division Nurses 
1 Hospital Nurse 
1 Night Nurse 
4 Assistant Nurses 
8 Ditto 
I Cook 

1 Laundress 

2 Assistant Laundresses 
1 Office Maid 





Salary. 




£ s. d. 




250 0 O 


_ 


100 O O 


- 


20 0 0 


' 


30 0 0 




15 0 0 


(each) 


12 12 0 


- 


10 0 0 




5 0 0 


(■each) 


0 6 0 




6 6 0 




6 6 0 


(each) 


4 10 0 


(each) 


4 4 0 




6 6 0 




6 6 0 


(each) 


4 4 0 


- 


4 4 0 



Number of Patients admitted between the Opening and the 31st Day of March 1843. 
Number admitted - . . . 1,230 

Number discharged as recovered - _ - 576 

Ditto - as relieved and incurable - - - 186 

Ditto - as transferred to Workhouses - - 19 

.Number of relapsed Cases . _ . 198 

Number died - . _ - 271 

Total Number remaining on the 1st April 1843 - 211 

Londonderry, 11th May 1843. D. Cluff, Manager. 
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MARYBOROUGH. 



Return of the Expense for the Year ending 31st December 1842. 



Total annual Expense, as charged to the Counties in the District, to 31st De- 


£ 


s. 


d. 


cember 1842 


- 


... 


2,719 


4 


4 


Expense of each Patient 


■ 


- 


16 


5 


7 


Number of Patients from each County : 




Sums charged to each County : 








King’s County 


47 


King’s County - 


754 11 


7 


Queen's County 


51 


Queen’s County 


802 


13 


3 


Westmeath ... 


46 


Westmeath 


744 


3 


4 


Longford ... 


23 


Longford 


417 


16 


2 


Total 


167 


Total - - i? 2,719 


4 


4 



Return of the Total Expenditure of the Year, and the Cost per Head per Annum, 
calculated from the Average Number of Patients. 

Year ending 31st March 1843: £ s. d. 

Total Expenditure for the Year ended 31st March 1843 - - - 2,665 14 4 

Cost per Head per Annum, calculated from the Average Number of Patients 
during the Year - - - - - - - 15 19 3 

Expenditure in Furniture, Linen, and Bedding - - - - 1 14 18 7 

Ditto - Fixtures, Additions, Alterations, Workmen’s Bills, &c. - - 150 18 2 

Total Expenditure in Clothing - - - - - -132 35 

Expenditure per Head per Annum in Clothing - - - - 015 10 

Total Expenditure in Salaries and Servants Wages - 638 13 8 

Cost per Head per Annum in Salaries and Servants Wages, calculated from the 
Average Number - - - - - 3 16 5 

Total Expenditure in Food only (Servants Food included) ... 1,198 0 10 

Cost per Head per Annum in Food only, calculated from the Average Number 
of Patients only - - - - ---73 5 

Cost per Head per Week in Food only ... Ditto - - 029 

Cost per Head per Day in Food only ... Ditto - - 0 0 4-5- 



Return of the Number in the Asylum on the 31st March 1843. 
Number of Patients on the 1st April 1842 - 

Admitted within the Year to 31st March 1843 - 

Discharged as cured - - Ditto - 

Ditto - relieved - Ditto - ... 

Ditto - harmless and incurable, Ditto - 
Number transferred to Workhouses « 

Died - - - ... 

Number to whom Admission was refused - 

Average Number in the Asylum in the Year - 



167 

40 

29 

5 

1 

8 

18 

167 



Return of Patients admitted between the Opening and the 31st March 1S43. 



Number admitted - - - - - 523 

Discharged as recovered - - . - - 237 

Ditto - relieved or incurable - - - - 30 

Number transferred to Workhouses - ... 

Number of relapsed Cases - - - ■ - - 57 

Number died - - - - 92 

Total Number remaining on 31st March 1843 - _ 164 



Particulars of Salaries and Servants Wages. 



Name. 


Rank. 


Salary. 


Total Amount 
for the Year. 


William and Eliza Abbott 
John Jacob, M.D. 

Thomas Pilsworth 
James Vanston 


Manager and Matron 
Surgeon ... 

Apothecary - 

Clerk and Storekeeper 
Keepers, Nurses, and Servants 


£ S. d. 1 

250 0 0 

100 0 0 

30 0 0 

40 0 0 


£ s. d. 

250 0 0 

100 0 0 

30 0 O 

40 0 O 

218 13 8 


£ \ 


638 13 8 



M „ William Abbott, 

Maryborough Lunatic Asylum, 13tk May 1843. Manager. 
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RICHMOND. 



Return of the Expense for the Year ending the 31st Day of March 1843. 
Year ending the 31st March 1843: £ s . 

Total annual Expense - 4,867 2 4 

* Expense of each Patient - ~ - - 16 15 7 ;*» 



Number of Patients and Sums charged to each County. 



Name of County. 


Patients. 


Sums charged. 


City of Dublin ------- 

County of Dublin 

County of Meath ------ 

County of Wicklow - 

County of Louth - 

County of the Town of Drogheda ----- 


159 

47 

29| 

25| 

23 

5 


£ S. d. 

2,846 5 7 
839 11 11 
541 4 8a- 
414 1 Qi 
409 19 3 
94 11 3 


Total - - - 


289 


5,145 14 3 



£ s. d. 

* Note . — The actual Expenditure chargeable to the Counties for the Year amounts to 4,867 2 4 
But deducting the painting the entire of the Asylum and building 

the Porter’s Lodge ------ 273 0 0 

Loaves a Sum of - - .£4,594 2 4 

The Average Cost of each Patient on said Sum of 4,594/. 2s. 4 <1. being - £15 16 10 



Return of the Number in the Asylum on the 31st March 1843. 
Number of Patients on 31st March 1843 - 

Admitted - 

Discharged as cured - 

Ditto - - relieved ------ 

Ditto - - harmless and incurable - 
Ditto - - unfit Object - - 

Sent to Hospital - - 

Number transferred to Workhouses - 
Died - 

Total discharged and died - 
Number to whom Admission was refused, — 

For Want of Accommodation - 
As an unfit Object for the Asylum - 
• Average Number in the Asylum in the Year (daily) 



290 

73 

38 

7 

1 

1 

24 

70 

49 

1 

290 



£ 

4,867 



Return of the Total Expenditure in the Year, and the Cost per Head per Annum, calculated 
from the Average Number of Patients. 

Year ending 31st March 1843: 

Total Expenditure - 

Total Cost per Head per Annum, calculated from the Average Number of Patients 
during the Year - 

Expenditure in Furniture, Linen, and Bedding - 
Expenditure in Fixtures, Alterations, Additions, Workmen’s Bills, &c. 

Total Expenditure in Clothing . 

Expenditure per Head per Annum in Clothing, calculated from the Average - 
Total Expenditure in Salaries and Servants Wages - - - 

Cost per Head per Annum in Salaries and Servants Wages, calculated from 
the Average ------- 

Total Expenditure in Food only - 
Cost per Head per Annum in Food only - 
Cost per Head per Week in Food only - 

Cost per Head per Day in Food only 



16 15 7441 
243 18 2 
972 15 7 
312 13 10 
1 1 6444 
1,144 1 U 

3 18 10444 
2,193 12 10 
7 H 
0 2 11 
0 o 5 



Number of Patients admitted between the Opening and the 31st 
Number admitted - - - 

As recovered - 

As relieved, 184; as harmless and incurable, 92 
Number transferred to Workhouses - 

Number of relapsed Cases - 
Number died - 

Total Number remaining on the 31st March 1843 



of March 1843. 
. 1,215 

- 607 

- 276 

119 
. 273 

. 290 



ParticubaRS 
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ltIC HMOND — continued. 



Appendix C. 2. 



Particulars of Salaries and Servants Wages. 



Name. 


Rank. 




Rank. 


Wages. 


Total. 


Salaries: 

A. Jackson, m.d. 
J.Mollan, m.d. 

George Blood - 
S. Wrigley 
C. Wrigley - 
J.Goslett 
R. Rutledge - 

P. Beatty 
Rev.A.S. Adam- 
son. 

Rev. P.Murphy 


Physician 
Ditto extraordi- 
nary. 

Surgeon - 
Manager 
Matron 
Accountant 
Clerk and Store- 
keeper. 
Apothecary 
Chaplain 

R. C. Chaplain - 


£ s. d. 
168 9 4 

Serving with- 
out Salary. 
50 0 0 
250 0 0 
55 7 8 
55 7 8 
50 0 0 

27 13 8 
50 0 0 

50 0 0 


Servants Wages : 

I Head Nurse 
11 Female Nurses and 
Keepers (each per 
Annum). 

15Deputy Nurses (each) 
8 Male Keepers (each) 
1 employed attending 
Horse and Market. 

1 Housemaid - 
1 Gardener 
1 Hall Porter 
1 Gate Porter 

1 Cook 

2 Laundry Maids - 


£ s. d. 
21 0 0 
6 6 0 

4 4 0 
16 14 7 
16 14 7 

4 4 0 
16 14 7 
18 18 0 
6 0 0 
9 5 0 
4 4 0 


£ s. d. 
21 0 O 
69 6 0 

63 0 0 
133 16 8 
16 14 7 

4 4 0 
16 14 7 
18 18 0 
6 0 0 
9 5 0 
8 8 0 



Dublin, 15th May 1843. Samuel Wrigley, Manager. 



Expense of 
District Lunatic 
Asylums. 



WATERFORD. 



Waterford. 



Return of the Expense for the Year ending 31st 
Year ending 31st March 184-3: 

Total annual Expense - 

Expense of each Patient 



March 1843. 

£ s. d. 

- 2,172 13 1 
18 17 10 T Vi- 



Number of Patients from County and City: 
County of Waterford - - - 77 

City of - - Ditto - - - 38 

Total --- 115 



Sums charged to County and City : £ 

County of Waterford - 1,371 

City of - - Ditto - - 780 



s. d 
10 3 
4 11 



Total 



- & 2,151 15 2 



Return of the Number in the Asylum on the 31st March 1842. 



- 112 



Number of Patients - 
Admitted - 

Discharged as cured - 

Ditto - - relieved - - 

Ditto - - harmless and incurable 
Number to Workhouses • 

Number died - 

Total discharged and died - 
Number to whom Admission was refused 
Average Number in the Asylum in the Year • 

* At this Date, 10th May 1843, we have provided for all outstanding Applications. 



23 



6 
40 
* 6 
115 



Return of the Total Expenditure in the Year, and the Cost per Head per Annum, calculated 
from the Average Number of Patieuts. 

Year ending 31st March 1S43 : 

Tola! ^'"pe^Head per Annum, calculated from the Average Number of 
Patients during the Year - 

Expenditure in Furniture, Linen, and Bedding * 

Ditto - Fixtures, Additions, Workmen’s Bills, &c. 

Total Expenditure in Clothing - i„ B n,DP 

Expenditure per Head per Annum in Clothing, calculated from the Average 
Number - 

Total Expenditure in Salaries and Servants Wages - “ , „ , 

Cost per Head per Annum in Salaries and Servants Wages, calculate 
Average - 

Total Expenditure in Food only - 
Cost per Head per Annum in Food only * 

Cost per Head per Week in Food only 
Cost per Head per Diem in. Food only 



£ 


s. 


d. 


2,172 


13 


1 


IS 


17 


1 0-rYs- 


80 


12 


0 


64 


18 


7 


116 


9 


9 


1 


0 


3i¥r 


597 


19 


0 


5 


3 


ll+fi- 


979 


9 


8 


8 


10 


4- 1 W 


0 


3 


2 


0 


0 


5-rrr 
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Appendix C. 2. 

Expense of 
District Lunatic 
Asylums. 



WATERFORD — continued. 



Particulars of Salaries and Servants Wages. 



Name. 


Itnnlc. 


Salary. 


Total Amount 
for the Tear. 


John Dobbs, Esq. 
William Connolly 
Ellen Redmond 
Nugent O’Reilly 
Tobias Budd 
Edward Mackey - 
Topping Graham 


Manager - 

Physician - 

Matron - 

Apothecary - 

Clerk and Storekeeper - 

Gardener - 

Gatekeeper - 

1 Keeper - 

3 Ditto - - (ist each) 

* Nurses - - (61. 6s. each) 

7 Assistants - . («, 4 S . each) 

1 Laundress - 

2 Assistants - - (47. 4s. each") 

1 Cook - 

1 Porter - 


£ s. d. 

200 0 0 ! 

100 0 0 
70 0 0 
30 0 0 
40 0 0 
20 0 0 
8 8 0 
15 0 0 
36 0 0 
25 4 0 
29 8 0 
6 6 0 
8 8 0 
8 8 0 
10 0 0 


£ s. d. 
196 14 2 
98 7 1 
68 16 11 
30 1 9 
40 2 2 
19 12 3 
8 4 9 
14 14 2 
35 6 0 

24 14 4 
28 16 4 
6 3 7 
8 4 8 

8 4 9 

9 16 1 



T 'wh?dfX nC slhr' P the Sa, T S h f be -'| occasioned b y tbe regulating the broken Periods at 



Number of Patients admitted between the Opening and the 31st March 1843. 



Number admitted - 

Discharged as recovered ... 

Ditto - - relieved or incurable 
Sent to Workhouses 
Number of relapsed Cases 
Number died - 

Total Number remaining on the 31st March 1843 



- 395 

- 155 

- 89 



- 32 

- 115 



11th May 1843. 



John Dobbs, Manager. 



Core. 



CORK. 



Setoen of the Expense for the Year ending the 31st March 1S48. 



Total annual Expense 

Average annual Expense of each Patient 



£ s. d. 
- 5,014 19 6 
11 17 1 



Number of Patients from City and County : 
County of Cork - . 2 c 

City of Cork - . . jt 



Sums charged to City and County : 
County of Cork 
City of Cork 



£ s. d. 
3,738 7 8 
1,850 S 3 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




on the State op the Lunatic Pooh in Ireland. 

C 0 RK — continued. 



69 

Appendix C. 2. 



Number of Patients on the 31st Day of March 1843. 



Number of Patients on the 1st April 184-2 - 4,^3 

Admitted - - - - . . _ -199 

Discharged as cured - - . . . -113 

Ditto - - relieved - - . . . . -21 

Ditto - - harmless and incurable, or to Workhouses - - 



Improper - 

Died - 

Total discharged and died 
Number of Patients on the 31st March 184-3 
Number to whom Admission was refused 
Average Number in the Asylum in the Year 



- 1 

- 47 

- 182 

- 430 
No. not entered. 

- 423 



Expense of 
District Lunatic 
Asylums. 



Return of the Total Expenditure in the Year, and the Cost per Head per Annum, calculated 
from the Average Number of Patients. 

Total Expenditure in the Year ending 31st March 1843 
Total Cost per Head per Annum, calculated from the Average Number o 
in the Year - - - - - - 

Expenditure in Furniture, Bedding, and Linen 
Ditto - - Fixtures, Additions, Alterations, Workmen’s Bills, &c. 

Total Expenditure in Clothing - - 

Ditto - - per Head per Annum in Clothing - 
Ditto - - in Salaries and Servants Wages 
Expenditure per Head per Annum in Salaries and Servants Wages 
Total Expenditure in Food only - 

Cost per Head per Annum in Food only - - - 

Ditto - - - Week - - Ditto - r 
Ditto - - - Day - - Ditto - 



£ 


s. 


d. 


-5,014 

nts 


19 


6 


- 11 


17 


1 


- 100 


11 


1 


- 74 


11 


10 


- 492 


7 


11 


1 


3 


n 


- 802 


1 


8 


1 


17 


H-rV 


- 2,497 


12 


1 


5 


17 


2| 


0 


2 


3 At 


0 


0 


3a 



Particulars of each Salary and Servants Wages. 



Office held. 



Thomas Carey Osburne 
Henry Smith 
Henry Hardy - 
Richard Thorpe 
Mary Merrick 
12 Keepers 

2 Assistant Keepers ■ 

9 Nurses 

1 Engineer 

3 Kitchen Servants 
1 Gatekeeper 

1 Porter 

5 Laundry Servants 

2 Barbers 

2 SuperannuatedKeepers 
1 Ditto Gatekeeper 
1 Watchman 

1 Matron Servant 

2 Messengers 

1 Shoemaker - 

3 Scavengers and One 
Whitewasher. 



Physician 

Moral Governor 

Secretary and Sub-Treasurer 

Storekeeper 

Matron 

Keepers 

Assistant Keepers 

Nurses 

Engineer 

Kitchen Servants 

Gatekeeper 

Porter 

Laundry Servants 
Barbers - 



Watchman 
Matron Servant 
Messengers 
Shoemaker 

Scavengers and Whitewasher 





Salary i 


}r 


Year . 


ending 




Wages per 


Ann. 


31st March 1843. 




£ s. 


d. 


£ 




d. 


. 


175 0 


0 


175 


O 


0 


- 


155 O 


0 


155 


0 


0 


- 


40 0 


0 


40 


0 


0 


- 


35 0 


0 


35 


0 


0 


- 


60 0 


0 


60 


0 


0 


- about 

- about 


11 5 
7 4 


0 

0 


j- 149 


8 


0 


_ 


Various 


- 


33 


9 


0 




6 0 


0 


6 


0 


0 


- 


Various 


- 


9 


15 


0 


- 


22 10 


0 


22 


10 


0 


. 


6 0 


0 


6 


0 


0 


. 


Various 


- 


16 


18 


6 


. 


Ditto 


- 


11 


12 


6 


. 


Ditto 


- 


43 


4 


8 


_ 


5 12 


0 


5 


12 


0 


_ 


4 0 


0 


4 


0 


0 


. 


3 0 


0 


3 


0 


0 


- 


Various 


- 


5 


17 


0 


. 


Ditto 


- 


6 


0 


0 


- : 


Ditto 


- 


13 


15 


0 


Total Amou 


nt - 


- £ 


802 


1 


8 



Number admitted, discharged, &c. &c. from 1st March 1826 to 31st March 1843. 



Number of Patients on the 1st March 1826 - - 

Ditto admitted since - 

Total ------- 

Number discharged as recovered - - 

Ditto discharged or taken away by their Friends as relieved 
Ditto - - - as harmless and incurable, or to Workhouses 

Improper - 

Died ------- 

Remaining on the 31st March 1843 - 

Thos. C. Osburne, m.d. 

Physician to the Cork Lunatic Asylum. 



- 2,850 

- 3,139 

- 1,707 

- 350 
■ None. 

59 

- 593 

- 430 
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Appendix to Evidence before Select Committee 



A RETURN of the Number of Insane in each Woukiiouse in Ireland on the 31st Day 
estimated annual Expense of each insane Person in each Workhouse. 



Of March 1843, „ ith ^ 



Note . — The Workhouses comprised in this Return arc all those which were open on the 31st March 1843 
the Date named in tltc Order. ’ 



Abbeyleix 

Ardee 

Armagh 

Athlone 

Bailieborough 

Ballinasloe 

Ballinrobe •• 

Ballj'castle 

Ballymoney 

Balrothery - 

Baltinglass - 

Banbridge 

Bandon 

Belfast - 

Boyle - 



Number of insane Persons 
in the Workhouse. 



Callan 



Car rickma cross 

Carrick-on-Shannon 

Carrickon-Suir 

Cashel 

Castlebar 

Castleblayney 



Castlederg - 
Cavan 



Celbridge - 

Clogheen 

Clones 



- None. 

6 

- None. 

6 

1, and 4 Idiots 



- None. 

6 

5; 2 Females, 3 Males 
6 
1 



1 



2 Females, 1 being anj 
Idiot from Birth 



- None. 

- None. 

- 1 Idiot - 

- 10 

- None. 

3 



■ 1 idiotic - 



Estimated 
animal Expense- 
of each 

insane Person. 


UNIONS. 


Number of insane Persons 
in the Workhouse. 


£ s. d. 
4- 12 % 


Clonmel - 


- 28 




Coleraine 


2 


5 4 0 


Cookstown 


- 7 - . 




Cootchill - 


7 


4- 15 4- 


Cork 


- None. 


4- 11 3 


Downpatrick 


- 12 


4 17 6 


Drogheda 


Males, 4; Females, 4; 




Dublin, North 


Total, 8. 

22 Lunatics, 8 Males 


5 0 0 




and 14 Females. 


6 8 11 


Dublin, §outh 


Forty-eight in the De- 


5 2 11 




partment appropri- 
ated to Lunatics, be- 


4 11 0 




sides 18 who are 
convalescent, and are 


4 14 3 




in the general Female 
Department, but are 


3 18 10 


Dundalk 


liable to Relapse. 
8 


( Idiot Pauper, 
6/. 16s. 4-irf. 


Dungannon 


- None. 


Dunmanway 


- None. 


i Insane, 
l 11. 13s. Id. 


Dunshaughlin 


- None. 




Edcnderry 


- - None. 




Ennis 


6 


3 15 2i 


Enniscorthy 


- None. 


5 1 0 


Ennistymon 


7, all of whom were 


About 5 1. 6s. 
per Annum. 


Fertnoy - 


born Idiots. 
- None. 


Galway - 


6 


4 3 7| 


Gorey 


- 3 harmless Idiots - 


. Each Idiot 


Gort 


- None. 


about 

31. 13 s. S d. 


Gortin 


- None. 


5 4 0 


Granard 


- None. 


6 3 6 


Kells 


- None. 


4 0 0 


Kilkeel - - 


1 



£ s. d. 
5 12 8 



4 4 6 
4 13 2 
3 9 4 



4 11 S 
9 4 0 



6 3 6 

7 12 01 



4 18 10J 



3 10 0 
5 12 S 



346 
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' 












UNIONS. 


Number of insane Persons 


annual Expense 


UNIONS. 


Number of insane Persons 


Estimated 
annual Expense 




in the Workhouse. 


insane Person. 


in the Workhouse. 


of each 
insane Person. 






£ s. d. 






£ s. d. 
4 18 3| 


Kilkenny 


7 


4 14- 3 


Navan - 


3 


Kilmallock 


2 


5 10 0 


Nenagh 


2 


5 15 0 


Kilrush 


3 


4. 19 6 


Newcastle 


4 


4 13 2 


Kinsale 


1 


3 5 10 


New Ross 


4 


5 4 0 


Lame 


2 


2 1 8 


Newry 


5 


5 0 0 




f 1 1 Lunatics. 


4- 17 6 


Newtownards 


8 




Limerick 


Males 7 Idiots. 




5 0 0 




L 5 Epileptics. 




NewtownLimavady 


2 


5 7 6 




Total Males 23 




Oldcastle 


3 


4 0 0 




f 17 Lunatics. 




Omagh 


- None. 






Females-^ 12 Idiots. 








llSEpileptics. 




Parsonstown 


- - None. 






Total Fem. 4*2 




Rathdown 


- 12 


6 18 8 


Lisburn 


- 10 


4- 1 3 


Rath drum 


4 


4 8 10J 


Lismore* - 


Eight, as follows : 5 


4 0 0 


Rathkeale - 


2 


6 16 10 




Idiots, 2 epileptic, 
occasionally idiotic, 




Roscrea - 


- - None. 






and 1 Maniac. 




Scariff 


- None. 




Lisnaskea 


- None. 




Shillelagh 


1 


5 16 9 


Londonderry 


- 27 


3 16 8 


Skibbereen 


9 


4 4 6 


Longford 


- None. 




Sligo 


- 17 


4 13 2} 


Lougkrea - 


- - None. 




Strabane 


- 16 


4 4 5 


Lnrgan 


2 


5 6 7 


Thurles 


- None. 




Magherafelt 


- 21 


4 12 10^ 


Tipperary 


- 1 Idiot - 


5 4 0 


Mallow 


- - None. 




Trim 


- None 


6 1 4$ 


Manorhamilton 


5 


3 7 2 


Tullamore 


- - None. 




Midleton 


7 


3 15 0 


Waterford 


- 38 


6 0 0 


Molull 

Monaghan 


3 


about 4/. 


Wexford - 


None maniacally in- 
sane f ; 7 Idiots. 


4/. 6$. 8d. be- 
sidesClothes 


1 


4 18 11 




for each Idiot 


Mullingar 


1 


3 15 10 






while well ; 
if ill, the Ex- 




- 14. 








pense would 




6 5 8 






be more. 



p . . Medical Officer desires to state that this House does not afford the necessary Accommodation for maniac 
6 + OfL ,that accord ‘ n £ as such Cases occur, they are transferred to the District Asylum in Waterford. 
no p‘ ■ • ^ enus ^ere has been but One Case in the Workhouse. Maniacal Paupers are not admitted, there being 
in rti r0 H S10n *° r and the Lunatic Wards being necessary for Idiots, and for those who may become maniacal while 

e House : the annual Expense of each Maniac would be about 81. 10s. ; of each Idiot, about 6L 10$. 



Poor Law Commission Office, 
■Dublin, 29th May 1843. 



Arthur Moore, Chief Clerk. 
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on the State of the Lunatic Poor in Ireland. 



' Appendix D. 

Number of Criminal Lunatics at present confined in District Lunatic Asylums 
in Ireland. (Lord Chancellor’s Return.) 





Number at present confined 


Asylums. 


Of Tried 


Of Lunatics committed to Gaols 


Criminal Lunatics, 


under Act I Viet. c. 27. 




acquitted 

on ground of Insanity. 








Tried. 


Untried. 


Armagh 




2 

2 


25 

105 

9 


Ballinasloe 

Carlow 


5 


Clonmel 






Belfast 






19 

15 


Limerick 






Londonderry 

Maryborough 

Waterford 


14 

12 




13 


Richmond, Dublin 
Cork County and City i 


9 




55 


Asylum (Local Asylum) J 






5 


Totals - 


81 


5 


261 



Appendix E. ] . 



Return of the Number of Patients in each of the District Lunatic Asylums in Ireland, 
Number of Idiots and incurable harmless Lunatics, Number of Persons refused 
Admission during the present Year for Want of Room, and Number of Vacancies for 
Patients in each, at the present Date, March 1843. 



District Lunatic Asylums. 


Total Number of 
Patients in Asylum. 


Number of Idiots 
and incurable 
harmless Lunatics. 


Number of j 
Persons refused 
Admission during 
the present Year 
for Want of 
Room. 


Number of Vacancies. 


Male. 


Female. 


Male. 


Female. 


Armagh . 

Ballinasloe 
Belfast - 
Carlow - 
Clonmel - 

Limerick - 
Londonderry 
Maryborough 
Richmond, Dublin 
Waterford - 


61 

170 
141 

171 
52 

165 

115 

84- 

140 

51 


65 

114 

114 

83 

47 

184 

96 

82 

152 

64 


8 

49 

68 

61 

5 

21 

85 

13 

53 | 
27 


8 

33 

35 

37 

3 

15 I 
79 | 

8 

59 

21 


None 

21 

None 

8 

3 

10 

39 

16 

49 

6 


8 

3 for Males. 
19 for Females. 
5 for Females. 
None. 
None. 
None. 

4 

None. 

8 for Males. 




1,150 


1,001 j 


390 1 


298 


152 


42 


















2,151 


688 | 







Appendix E. 2. 

Numbers of Lunatics, Idiots, and Epileptic Persons in Workhouses in Ireland. 





Incurable. 


Curable. 


Not stated. 


Total. 


Lunatics 


87 


23 


89 


199 


Idiots 


123 


None 


254 


377 


Epileptic - 


2 


None 


62 


64 




212 


23 


405 


640 



The above are the Numbers of Lunatics, Idiots, and Epileptic Persons 
returned as in the Workhouses of Ireland, 1st March 1843. 
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in District 
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Appendix E. 1. 

Lunatics, &c. 
in District 
Lunatic Asylums. 



Appendix E. 2. 

Lunatics, &c. 
in Workhouses. 
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Lunatics 
in Prisons. 



Appendix E. 3. 



Abstract of Returns from tlie several Gaols in Ireland of the Number of dangerous 
Lunatics committed in 1842-3 op to present Date; how disposed of; and of 
Total Number of Lunatics at present in each Gaol, distinguishing Males from 



Females. 





Number of dangerous 


I-Iow disposed of. 




Total Number 


GAOLS. 


1842 and 1848 ^ 

up to present Date. 


lumber ^ 
emoved 

t0 r 


r umber ^ 
dis- 

liurged < 
Gaol. 


lumber I> 


lumber 

emnin- 


at present in 
Gaol. 




Males. 


Females. J 


liunalic 

Vsylum. 


Gaol. 


Gaol. 


Males. P 


emales. 


Antrim, County Gaol 


11 


2 


11 


2 





_ 


_ 





Belfast House ot Correction - 


1 


— 


— 




— 


— 


— 


— 


Armagh, County Gaol - 


16 


1 


9 


7 


1 


— 


— 


— 


Carlow, County Gaol - 


1 


2 


3 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


Cavan, County Gaol 


24 


13 


16 


13 


3 


5 


2 


3 


Clare, County Gaol 


6 


4 


5 




— 








Cork, County Gaol 


4 


2 


6 


— 


— 


— 




— 


Cork, City Gaol 


1 


— 




— 






■— 


— 


Donegal, County Gaol 


6 


1 


5 


2 


— 


— 


4 


— 


Down, County Gaol 


13 


5 


12 




— 


5 






Dublin, Countv Gaol - 


3 


5 


3 


2 


— 




10 




Dublin, City Gaol 


19 


7 


7 


7 




10 




Dublin, Grange Gorman Peni- 


— 


20 


2 


10 


— 








tentiary. 

Dublin, Richmond Bridewell - 


40 


— 


4 


18 


— 


18 


27 


- 


Fermanagh, County Gaol 


11 


4 


8 


3 


— 


4 


5 


2 


Galway, County Gaol - 


11 


6 


5 


7 


1 


4 


1 


3 


Galway, Town Gaol 


— 


2 


1 






’ 






Kerry, County Gaol 


9 


13 


20 


2 


— 


— 


1* 


— 


Kildare, Naas Gaol 


5 


— 


3 


1 


— 








Kildare, Athy Gaol 


3 


— 


1 


— 


— 






_ 


Kilkenny, County Gaol 


9 


2 


— ' 


2 


— 


9 






Kilkenny, City Gaol 
King’s County Gaol 


5 


1 




2 


- 


4 


3 


1 


Leitrim, County Gaol 


9 


9 


13 


2 


— 


3 


— 


3 

5 


Limerick, County Gaol 


12 


6 


2 


8 


1 






Limerick, City Gaol 


2 


— 


— 


— 


• — 


2 


2 




Londonderry, County Gaol 
Longford, County Gaol 
Louth, County Gaol 


2 

6 

4 


6 

9 


2 

1 

5 


2 

5 


1 


8 

3 


4 

1 


4 

2 


Louth, Drogheda Gaol 


14 


2 


2 


11 


— 






3 

7 


Mayo, County Gaol 
Meath, County Gaol 


30 

11 


9 

6 


14 

4 


14 

9 


1 


8 

4 


5 

6 


Monaghan, County Gaol 


17 


4 


6 


8 


1 






2 


Queen’s County Gaol 


5 


2 


— 


3 


— 


4 


3 




Roscommon, County Gaol 


n 


8 


15 


4 


— 


— 


1 




Sligo, County Gaol 


15 


10 


10 


9 


— 


5 


2 


4 


Tipperary, Clonmel Gaol 


13 


3 


3 


7 


1 


5 


5 




Tipperary, Nenagh Gaol 
Tyrone, County Gaol 


7 

10 


4 


1 

7 


3 

2 


- 


5 


14 


6 


Waterford, County Gaol 


3 





3 


_ 


— 


— 




~~ 


Waterford, City Gaol 


— 


— 


— 


— 


■ — 


— 






Westmeath, County Gaol 


8 


3 


7 


1 


— 


3 






Wexford, County Gaol 


11 


2 


— 


3 


1 


9 






Wicklow, County Gaol 


9 


9 


5 


7 


1 


5 






Total - - ■ 


• 397 


182 


222 


181 


14 


160 


148 


92 



* In Custody since 1835. 
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Appendix F- 1 . 



Letter from Daniel O’Connell Esquire to the Lord Chancellor, transmitting Two 
Reports from the Grand Jury of the County and Grand Jury of the City of Cork 
respecting the Cork Lunatic Asylum. 

My Lord, Merrion Square, 29th March 1843. 

I felt it my Duty to communicate the Contents of the Letter with which your Lordship 
honoured me, on the Subject of the Cork Lunatic Asylum, to the Grand Juries of that 
County and City, and have the honour to enclose herewith the Reports of those Gentlemen, 
the latter of which came to my Hands only Yesterday. 

Generally speaking, these Reports appear satisfactory, though, certainly, there are some 
Defects which may be remedied. However, there is this Advantage, that they place before 
your Lordship all the Facts relative to the present Condition. 

If there be any thing I can do to assist in carrying out the interesting and humane Object 
which you have in view, I shall be proud to attend to any Suggestion on that Subject with 
which you may favour me. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

The Lord Chancellor, Daniel O’Connell. 

&c. &c. &c. 



We, the Committee of the County Cork Grand Jury, appointed at Spring Assizes 1843 
to inspect the Lunatic Asylum, do, with great Pleasure, certify our entire Approbation of 
the Management and State of the Establishment. 

The Ventilation in some of the old Part of the Building is not as good as it might be; 
but there is ample Space within the Walls of the Establishment to build sufficient Accom- 
modation, at no very great Expense. 

The Idiots, Epileptic, and incurable Insanes, amounting to 207, form a large Portion of 
those receiving Relief. Seventy of the Idiots we are of opinion should be transferred to the 
several Union Workhouses. 

In regard to the Proposition of placing this Establishment in the List of District Asylums, 
we cannot see any Advantage which could arise from such a Change, inasmuch as the 
average Expense of Support for those in the District Asylum amounts to a yearly Average 
of 16/. 15s. 9 d., whereas the Expense for the Support of the 433 in our Asylum amounts 
only to 12/. 10s. 9 d. yearly. This, coupled with the great additional Cost necessary for an 
entire new Building, when no additional Comfort or Advantage would be likely to arise to 
the Inmates from the Change of Management, satisfies us that the present existing Arrange- 
ment should not be lightly disturbed. 

A Garden of an Acre in Extent affords considerable Recreation, and a Ball Alley is 
constantly in Use. We observed only One Inmate under Restraint; evincing very con- 
siderable Care and Attention on the Part of the Officers. The Inmates seem contented 
and happy, so far as Persons so afflicted ever are. 

H. French. 

Spring Assizes 1843. John Courtenay. 

County Grand Jury Room, Spring Assizes 1843. 

The foregoing Report is respectfully communicated to the High Sheriff, as adopted by 
them, in Answer to the Letter from the Lord Chancellor, without meaning, however, to 
concur or express any Opinion on that Part of it which relates to the Transfer of Idiots to 
the Union Workhouses. 

W. R. Becher, Foreman. 



A Report of a Committee of the City Grand Jury appointed to inquire into the Letter 
from the Right Honourable the Lord Chancellor to Daniel O'Connell, Esquire, M.P. 
for this County, respecting the Cork Lunatic Asylum. 

The Attention of your Committee was directed to the Letter of the Right Honourable 
the Lord Chancellor to Daniel O’Connell, Esq., M.P. for this County, remarking, “The 
crowded State of the Lunatic Asylum renders Classification impossible, and there are no 
Means of affording either Amusement or Employment; in short, moral Treatment is out 
of the Question. I write to you, as Member of the County, to require you to bring the 
Case before the Local Authorities, and to ascertain, if the Asylum is to be continued, whether 
they are prepared to remedy the Defects which I have alluded to, and if so, what Plan they 
propose to adopt. Part of the Building is, I am told, too low, and throughout there is a 

Want of Ventilation.” . . .. 

In the present too crowded State of the Lunatic Asylum your Committee fully concur, 
hut they submit that this has been caused by the Position which the Asylum for many lears 
held in relation to another Institution,— the Cork House of Industry; the Connexion 
(193. — Arp.) Z 3 affording 
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Reports 
relating to 
tlie Cork Lunatic 
Asylum. 



affording Facilities of transferring every Person of partial or defective Intellect fro 1 
to this Establishment. The Admission of these Patients was not objected to at th > T' 
as it was calculated that, through the Instrumentality of the Poor Law Amendment A^ 
the Asylum would be released from the Charge of the many Idiots and Incurabl ^ 
long collecting there; but every Application to place these destitute and imperfect ?n T 
viduals in the Workhouses has been met with Difficulties and Objections. The Consea ^ 
is, that there are now, as we have seen, confined here nearly Seventy Persons of weak Mb? 
requiring Attention to physical Wants more than Restraint; and the Asylum mbht at on a 
be relieved by sending these Individuals to their several Unions. The Board of Sun 
tendence, aware of the injurious Effects of a too crowded Asylum, have declined to sanctio" 
the future Reception of Idiots and reputed harmless Lunatics ; and it is expected that this 
Limit to the Admissions, together with the accustomed Discharges from the Asylum will 
bring the Numbers under Treatment more in proportion to the Accommodation it properlv 
affords. r r y 

With respect to the Want of Classification of the Patients, the Committee conceive that 
some Misapprehension has arisen. There are Four distinct Wards at present occupied by 
Females, and Three by Males, with Day-rooms and Airing Grounds attached to each. 
Presentments were passed for building a Fourth Ward for Male Patients, and its Execution 
only delayed by the Perplexities involving the pecuniary Concerns of the City. In these 
Departments the Patients are classed under the following Heads : — 

The quiet and convalescent. 

The excited, 

The idiot, fatuous, and epileptic. 

Whether the District Asylums furnish a more extended Means of Classification the Com- 
mittee do not offer an Opinion, nor how far a more minute Subdivision may be desirable- 
but the only Cause for Complaint that they can here perceive is the too great Number of 
Patients confined in some of these Wards; a Defect which the Reduction in the gross 
Number of Cases in the Asylum will quickly remedy. 

The Amusements and Occupation (which the Asylum affords), essential Parts of the moral 
Treatment of the Patients, your Committee have inquired into, and they find that much 
Attention has been bestowed to these Branches of its Economy. A spacious Ball Alley 
affords healthful and amusing Exercise, and interesting Publications are provided for such 
Persons as take an Interest in reading; besides, there are other rational Amusements which 
your Committee have witnessed. The Delusions of the Insane often oppose Difficulties ia 
the way of their Employment, but many Inducements are here offered to lead to its Per- 
formance : Portions of Snuff and Tobacco are only attainable for Work done, and for 
every Article of Clothing made or mended by Patients a small Sum is awarded, as appears 
in a separate Account, which is placed to the Credit of each Individual ; and this Sum is 
expended (at their Desire) in the Purchase of Clothes, or permitted to accumulate as a 
Means to provide little Comforts, which many require on their Return to their Homes, 
lhe Female Patients assist in the internal Business of the House; the Males are formed 
into Divisions, and, attended by their Keepers, are engaged in Rotation in Occupations 
suited to their Sex ; aud your Committee wish to remark, that, in the Account of the 
Year’s Expenses, they do not find a Charge made for Carpenters, Painters, or Smiths 
Work, the Patients alone having been successfully employed at these Trades. 

On the Information given the Lord Chancellor that “ Part of the Buildings are too low, 
and that there is a Want of Ventilation throughout,” the Committee conceive that the 
first Part of this Remark can only refer to a Portion of the original Buildings ; and, on 
Inquiry from a Person intimately connected with the Institution lor Forty-one Years, they 
have been informed that the Patients there confined have been equally healthy as in any 
other Parts of it. To the Correctness of the Statement of the defective Ventilation through- 
out the Asylum your Committee cannot acquiesce : to them it appears that a thorough 
Ventilation has been secured in by much the greater Part of it ; and where this could not 
be attained, every Attention seems to have been directed to make the Ventilation sufficient 
and sanatory. In no Time since the Origin of the Institution (as they understand), with 
the Exception of Asiatic Cholera iu 1832, was Contagion prevalent within the Walls; 
infectious Diseases were often rife in Cork, and Persons have inadvertently been sent here 
m the Delirium of malignant Fever, blit the Contagion has never spread through the 
Asylum, which it would have done had the Ventilation been so defective as it has been 
stated to his Lordship. 

The Committee are sensible that, in a Comparison with the District Asylums, the Cork 
Establishment fails in exterior Appearance, in Regularity of Buildings, and Extent of Ground 
for agricultural Purposes; but they feel confident that in internal Arrangements and 
beneficial Results it is equal, if not superior, to these more costly Erections. Long before the 
Solicitude of Government was interested in the Care of the pauper Insane, the philanthropic 
Spirit of this City and County founded an Asylum for their Protection, and this was 
supported by the Subscriptions and Exertions of the benevolent. In 1794) Funds were 
first provided for the Maintenance of the Asylum by Assessments, and from that Time Pre- 
sentments have been made for its Enlargement, with a Liberality commensurate with the 
Object, in 1800, 1806, 1814*, 1822, and 1836, to keep pace with the Necessities of an 
increasing Population ; and here they submit a late Report of the Inspectors General of 
Prisons ; — 

g “The 
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“The County and City of Cork are the only Parts of Ireland unconnected with the 
System of District Lunatic Asylums ; much to the Credit of that great County and City, an 
Asylum has been kept up, for a long Series of Years, on a more extensive Scale than any 
District Asylum within our Inspection, and which not only receives those Patients who are 
the proper Objects of a District Asylum, but also provides for incurable Lunatics, Epileptic 
Cases, and Idiots, the Number of Inmates amounting to 400. It is wholly a Pauper Insti- 
tution, and is placed under the Direction of a Board of Superintendence appointed by the 
Grand Juries, under the immediate Care of Dr. Osburne, a Physician of much Experience 
and Knowledge in that Department of his Profession, with the Aid of a highly qualified 
moral Manager and Matron. It is conducted on the best Principles, and will bear Com- 
parison with any of the District Asylums. The Institution is supported by Grand Jury 
Presentments of the County and City.” 

Your Committee also beg to submit the Testimony of a Committee of the House of 
Commons, engaged in an Inquiry into the State of the pauper Insane of Ireland : 

« With respect to the County and City of Cork, the Expense which the Grand Juries 
have already gone to, and the Liberality and public Spirit which they and the Inhabitants of 
Cork have manifested, lead your Committee to be of opinion that under the Auspices and 
Care under which it has hitherto been conducted, the Establishment now existing may best 
be left; your Committee would, however, recommend that it should be subjected to the same 
Visitation with the Asylums to be formed in other Districts.” 

The same benevolent and philanthropic Feeling, your Committee are convinced, actuate 
the Gentlemen composing the Grand Juries in the present Day, and the same anxious Desire to 
make the Lunatic Asylum perfect and efficient in all its Departments; but a Limit has been 
set on their Means and Ability to do so by the Act of 6 & 7 W. 4. c. 116. s. 82., which does 
not permit more than a certain Sum to be raised, and which is scarcely sufficient, even with 
the strictest Economy, for the Maintenance of the Establishment. 

Michael Roberts, 
Cooper Penross, 
Richard Copinger. 
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Cork City Grand Jury Room. 

Read and approved by the Grand Jury. 

James Murphy, 

Saturday, ISth March 1843. Foreman. 



Appendix F. 2. 



Table showing the Number of Patients in the Cork Lunatic Asylum, with a Description of 
the Accommodation. 



ii 

i 5 


Classification. 


Number 
of Patients. 


Accommodation. 


Number of Patients 
exceeding 

the Accommodation. 


Ground 

Cells. 


Upper 

Cells. 


Apartments described. 


Total 

modatlon. 


Males. 


Femal 


Total. 


Males. 


Femal. Total. 


Male 
























1 


New quiet Cases convalescent 


68 


- 


68 


17 


5 


2 Rooms containing 30 Beds 


52 


16 


" 






2 


- violent Cases, &c. 


65 


- 


65 


24 


32 


1 Do. - Do. - 6 - 


62 


3 


" 




• 41 


3 


Idiots and Epileptics - 


82 




82 


19 


_ 


2 Do. - Do. - 33 - 


1 


























)■ GO 










— 


Male Hospital 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


1 Ward - Do. - 8 - 


I 








Female 
























1 


New quiet Cases convalescent 


- 


51 


51 


16 


s 


5 Rooms containing 29 Beds 


50 




1 






2 


- violent Cases, &c. 


- 


59 


59 


20 


21 


1 Do. - Do. - 8 - 


49 


- 


10 






3 


Idiots and Epileptics - 


- 


58 


58 


13 


13 


1 Do. - Do. - 14 - 


40 


- 


18 




■ 22 


4 


Do. - do. 


- 


53 


53 


9 


12 


2 Do. - Do. - 21 - 


42 


" 


11 






- 


Female Hospital 


- 


- 




- 


- 


2 Wards - Do. - 18 - 


*18 




- 








Total 


21.5 


221 


436 


118 


88 


Total - 167 Beds 


373 


41 


*22 


63 


— 


























29th June 1843. Henry Smith. 
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Appendix F. 3. 



An Account of the Annual Salaries allowed to the Officers and others, Servants of 
the Cork Lunatic Asylum. 



No. of 
each Class. 


Names. 


Occupation. 


Whether 
Resident or not. 


Amount. 














Thomas C. Osburne 


Physician 


Non-resident 


175 0 0 


j 


Henry Hardy 


Secretary and Sub-Trea- 


Ditto 


40 0 0 


Officers 


Henry Smith 


surer. 

Moral Governor 


Resident 


155 0 0 


1 


Richard Thorpe 


Storekeeper 


Non-resident 


35 0 0 


l 


Mary Merrick 


Matron 


Resident 


60 0 0 


2 


Patrick Guynan and Wife 


Keepers 


Ditto 


22 10 0 


4 


Thomas Whelan and Wife 


Ditto 


Ditto 


22 10 0 


6 


John Coleman and Wife 


Ditto 


Ditto 


22 lo 0 


7 


Edmund Brown 


Ditto 


Ditto 


11 5 0 


8 


William Jones 


Ditto 


Ditto 


11 5 0 


9 


Thomas Homan 


Ditto 


Ditto 


11 5 0 


10 


Daniel Murray 


Ditto 


Ditto 


11 5 0 


11 


Ellen Flaherty 


Ditto 


Ditto 


11 5 0 


12 


Susan Hewitt 


Ditto 


Ditto 


11 5 0 


13 


Mary A. Donovan 


Ditto 


Ditto 


11 5 0 


14 


Alicia Barrett 


Ditto 


Ditto 


11 5 0 


1 


Mary Armstrong 


Hospital Nurse 


Ditto 


5 0 0 


2 


Margaret Harris 


Nurse 


Ditto 


3 12 0 


3 


Catherine Burncs 


Ditto 


Ditto 


3 12 0 


4 


Honora Brown 


Ditto 


Ditto 


3 12 0 


5 


Hannah Reardon 


Ditto 


Ditto 


3 12 0 


6 


Mary Punch 


Ditto 


Ditto 


3 12 0 


7 


Mary Flynn 


Ditto 


Ditto 


3 12 0 


8 


Ellen Shea 


Ditto 


Ditto 


3 12 0 


9 


Anne Hughes 


Ditto 


Ditto 


3 12 0 


10 


Margaret Lowther 


Ditto 


Ditto 


3 12 0 


1 


William Hurley 


Superintendent of Engine 


Ditto 


6 0 0 


2 


John Crowley 


Cook 


Ditto 


2 10 0 


3 


Ellen Grainger 


Ditto 


Ditto 


3 18 0 


4 


Eliza Grainger 


Ditto 


Ditto 


3 18 0 


1 


Nicholas Beamish 


Gatekeeper 


Ditto 


11 5 0 


2 


Maria Gordon 


Ditto 


Ditto 


11 5 0 


3 


John Ronan 


Porter 


Ditto 


6 0 0 


1 


Denis Brown 


Watchman 


Ditto 


4 0 0 


1 


John Buckley 


Barber 


Ditto 


6 0 0 


1 


John Reardon 


Shoemaker 


Ditto 


6 0 0 


1 


William Galving 


Whitewasher 


Ditto 


3 12 0 


1 


Margaret Murphy 


Superintendent oi'Laun- 
dry. 

Assistant in Laundry - 


Ditto 


5 0 0 


2 


Anne Hodder 


Ditto 


3 0 0 


3 


Mary Callaghan 


Ditto 


Ditto 


3 0 0 


4 


Frances Doyle 


Ditto 


Ditto 




5 


Johanna Sheehan 


Ditto 


Ditto 




1 


Thomas Flanaghan 


Scavenger 


Ditto 


3 12 0 


2 


John Coleman 


Ditto 


Ditto 




3 


Patrick Duggan 


Ditto 


Ditto 


3 12 0 


4 


Johanna Corbett 




Ditto 


1 4 0 


5 


Ellen Murphy 


Ditto 


Ditto 




1 


Jonathan Flynu 


Messenger 


Ditto 




2 


Michael Walsh 




Ditto 




1 


Mary Hennessy 


Matron Servant 


Ditto 


3 0 0 


1 


Jeremiah Horgam 




Non-resident 


27 14 8 


2 


Julia Callaghan 


Ditto 


Ditto 




3 


Mary Downey 


Ditto 


Ditto 










Total - a 


t 811 18 8 










J 



Total 
of each. 



1 Physician. 

1 Secretary. 

1 Governor. 

1 Storekeeper. 
1 Matron. 



7 Male Keepers. 

7 Female Keepers. 
10 Nurses. 

4 Kitchen Servants. 
3 Porters. 



1 Watchman. 

1 Barber. 

1 Shoemaker. 

1 White washer. 

5 LaundryServants. 



5 Scavengers. 

2 Messengers. 

1 Matron’s Servant. 

3 Pensioners. 



Henry Smith, 

Governor. 
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Appendix F. 4. 



Number of Inmates and Accommodation in Cork Lunatic Asylum. 

Number of Cases - - 

Supposed to be curable - j 50 

Ditto - incurable - . - 281 

Total - 431 

Accommodation for Incurables. 

For the Females there are Two separate Divisions, with 48 Cells, 2 Dormitories, One 56 Feet 
by 19, and One 42 Feet by 18|, and a smaller Room with 5 Beds. 

For Males, One Day-room, 30 Cells, 3 Dormitories, each 40 Feet by 18§, and a small Room 
containing 8 Beds. 

With Keepers Rooms and separate Airing Grounds for each Division. 

Note . — Of the above Incurables there are — 

Idiots - - 101 

Epileptics - - - 28 

Lunatics - - . 152 

281 

(Signed) Thomas Osborne, M.D., 

Physician to the Cork Lunatic Asylum. 



Appendix F. 5. 



Miscellaneous Tables relating to Cork Lunatic Asylum. 

Table showing the Number of Patients in the Cork Lunatic Asylum on the 1st July 1842, 
and how disposed of. 

Remained in the Establishment on the 1 st July 1842 - - 429 

Discharged cured, &c. - 54 ) 

Died - . _ 41 k - - - 96 

Improper Cases - 1 J 

Remaining out of the actual Numbers who were in the House on the 
1st July 1842 - - - - - - - 333 



Table showing the Number of Patients who were admitted in One Year ; viz., from 1st July 
1842 to 30th June 1843, and how disposed of. 



The Number of Patients admitted from 1st July 1842 to 30th June 
1843 - ..... 194f 

Discharged cured, &c. - 77) 

Died - - 13 > - - - 92 

Improper Cases - -2 J 

Remaining on 1 st July 1843, out of the 194 Cases admitted during the 
Year - . - - 102 



General Account condensing the above Tables. 

Total Number remaining in the Establishment on the 1st July 1842 - 429 

Ditto - admitted during the Year ending 30th June 1843 - 194 

Total - 623 

Total Number discharged cured, &c. - ISl') 

Ditto - died - - - 54 > - - 188 

Improper Cases - - 3J 

Total Number remaining on the 1st July 1843 - - 4-35 



ote . — The Number of Applications refused within the last Three Months has been about Two 
in each Month ; there having been generally 60 Patients in the Establishment 
exceeding the Accommodation. 
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Appendix to Evidence before Select Committee 



Appendix F. 5. Expenditure, &c. of the Cork Lunatic Asylum for One Year, viz., from 1st June 184-2 to the 
. 31st May 1843. 



Miscellaneous 
Tables relating to 
Cork Lunatic 

Asylum. 


Number of Days 
chargeable to 
County and City 
respectively. 


Daily Average 
Number of 
Patients to 
Conntynnd City. 


Amount. 


Annual Cost for each ; Cost of Food &c. 


County - 
City 

Amount ex< 
Ditto 


107,187 

48,135 

;lusively to Coun 
City 


293434 

131-54 

ty - - 


£ s. d. 
3,188 14 Ilf 
1,432 3 6i 
130 11 6 
50 0 0 


sS S. d. 

Total annual Cost for each 11 5 m 
Annual Cost of Food for each 5 7 / 

Monthly - Ditto - 0 8 11 

Weekly - Ditto - 0 2 2f 

Daily - Ditto - 0 0 3i 


Total - /£ 


4,801 10 0 



Classification of the Patients in the Cork Lunatic Asylum, 1st July 1843. 





Total Number of Patients, 1st July 1843, was 


■ 


435 


- 


Probably curable - - ■ 

Probably incurable, and may be thus classed — 
Idiots - - ■ 


■ 2 9 1 


159 




Epileptics - - " 

Probably incurable Lunatics 


: i6o j 


► 276 






Henry Smith, 



1. — Catherine Whiting admitted on the 18th May 1843. 

In Bed in consequence of an ulcerated Leg. 

2. — Mary Hoare admitted on the 25th August 1830. 

Secluded for Violence since the 25th May 1843. 

3. — Julia Duggan admitted on the 13th May 1842. 

Secluded.for Violence on the 9th June. 

4. — Johanna Dawkins admitted on the 31st May 1843. 

Secluded for Violence on the 27th June. 

5. — Mrs. Deloury admitted on the 19th June 1843. 

Secluded for Violence on the 24th June. 



Appendix F. 6. 



Appendix F. 6. 

Salary, &c. of 
Keeper in Cork 
Lunatic Asylum. 



An Account of Salary and other Emoluments allowed to a full Keeper, Wife and 



Family, in the Cork Lunatic Asylum. 

Salary to 2 Keepers ; viz., Man and Wife, for One Year 
3§lb. of Bread daily, say at Id. per lb., - Ditto 
4 Gallon of Milk, say at 5d. per Gallon, - Ditto 
\ a Weight of Potatoes daily, say at 4 d. per Weight, for the Year 
261b. of Soap at 3 d. per lb. 

391b. of Candles, averaging |lb. per Week, at 5%d. per lb. * 

Coals 3£ Tons in the Year, at 16s. per Ton - - 

Yearly Allowance to the Female for Clothing - 

Cost of a full-dress Suit of Livery - - 

Cost of an undress Ditto - 

Allowance for 6 Pair of Stockings, at Is. per Pair 

Ditto - 3 Shirts in the Year - - 

Two Hats, at 4s. 6d. each - 

Six Pairs of Shoes, viz., 3 Pair to each in the Year, at 5s. 

Wear and Tear of Bedding, say - 

Total 



£ s. d. 

- 22 10 0 

- 5 6 5j 

- 3 16 0£ 

. 3 0 10 

- 0 6.6 

- 0 18 8J 

. 2 16 0 

- 2 0 0 

. 2 12 0 

. 1 13 10 

. 0 6 0 

- 0 6 0 

. 0 9 0 

- 1 10 0 

. 0 5 0 

. m 16 



29th June 1843. 



Henry Smith. 
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Appendix G. 



A Return of the Eleven Lunatics in Wexfoud County Gaol,' under the Committal of Magistrates. 



No. 


Name of Prisoner. 


Age. 


Dntc of Committal. 


Names of committing Magistrates. 


Observations. 


1 


Patrick Sheehan 


40 


30th Jan. 1841 


George Preston (dead) 

Enniscorthy Petty Sessions 
District. 


The Committal states, Patrick Shee- 
han was charged before George 
Preston and Richard Rathbourne, 
S. M., with being a dangerous 
Lunatic ; it does not say the 
Charge was on Oath, nor does it 
give any Particulars. 

The Medical Attendant of the Gaol, 
Dr. Boxwell, says Sheehan is 
very violent; has twice attacked 
the Nurse with Stones; that he 
should be removed to the Carlow 
District Asylum. If discharged 
from Gaol it would not be safe to 
let him at large ; his former Resi- 
dence is unknown. 


2 


George Turner 


26 


18th Aug. 1841 


Richard Rathbourne, S. M. 

Enniscorthy, Petty Sessions 
District. 


Committal states, he was charged 
on Oath of Anne Atkins, before 
R. Rathbourne and Geo. Preston, 
Esquires, with having threatened 
to take her Life, having struck 
her Child with a Poker, and 
threatened to stab another with a 
Knife ; there is also a medical 
Certificate of Insanity. 

Dr. Boxwell thinks he could not 
safely be set at Liberty, but that 
he is a Case for Carlow Asylum ; 
he was very violent at first. He is 
by Trade a Painter, a Resident of 
Enniscorthy. 


3 


Michael Carthy 


40 


28th Apr. 1842 


John Nixon Nunn 
and 

Richard Rathbourne, S. M. 

Enniscorthy Petty Sessions 
District. 


The Committal states, that Inform- 
ations were sworn against Prisoner 
by Esther Carthy, his Sister, for 
having on Three several Days put 
her in fear of her Life, and for 
having broken her Furniture. The 
Committal is accompanied by a 
medical Certificate of his Insanity. 

This Lunatic has Property to the 
Amount of 600/. His Family are 
comfortable, and would be glad to 
pay for his Maintenance in Carlow 
Asylum. They fear if he was 
now at Liberty he would squander 
his Property; and I suspect this 
has had something to do with the 
Sister’s Charge against him. 

Dr. Boxwell says lie has been uni- 
formly quiet and orderly siuce he 
came into the Gaol, and thinks he 
would be quite restored to Health 
if he was a short Time in Carlow 
Asylum. 


4. 


Joseph Whitty 
(193—App.) 


37 


9th Aug. 1842 


Francis Harpur 

Wexford Petty Sessions Dis- 
trict. 

A a 2 


The Committal states, that Informa- 
tions were sworn against him by 
Thomas Nolan as being a danger- 
ous Lunatic. 

Dr. Boxwell says he was extremely 
violent on his first coming into 
Gaol ; that he twice assaulted 
himself when going his Rounds; 
that it would be unsafe at present 
to let him go at large; that he is 
better now ; and considers his 
Case curable if admitted into 
Carlow Asylum. 
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Appendix G.— Return of the Eleven Lunatics in Wexford County Gaol — continued. 



Name of Prisoner. 



Age. 



Thomas Cooke 



Date of Committal. 



76 24th Aug. 184-2 



Names of committing Magistrates. 



7 Ellen Brian 



Anne Byrne 



Robert Hughes 
and 

Robert Johns. 

Wexford Petty Sessions Dis- 
trict. 



John Goddart Richards 
and 

Solomon Richards. 



Gorey Petty 
trict. 



Sir Francis Le Hunte 
and 

George Le Hunte. 

Wexford Petty Sessions Dis- 
trict. 



Lord Courtown 
and 

Loftus Owen. 

Gorey Petty Sessions Dis- 
trict. 



13th Jan. 1843 



The Committal states. Informations 
were sworn by Lucy Cooke his 
Wife, that he attempted to take 
her Life. 

Dr. Boxwell considers it would be 
dangerous to enlarge him ; he is 
very violent. 



The Committal states, that he is 
charged on Oath with being a 
dangerous Lunatic. 

This Prisoner is an Idiot ; he is a 
horrible Nuisance in the Gaol, ex- 
cessively dirty, never quitting his 
Bed for any Occasion, and had 
been for some Time an Inmate of 
the Gorey Poor-house, of which 
Union he is a Native ; he ought 
to be sent back there. 



The Committal states, Informations 
were sworn by Patrick Roche, 
that she threw a Stone at Mr. Har- 
vey’s Carriage ; and it is accom- 
panied by a medical Certificate of 
Insanity. 

Dr. Boxwell says her Attack of 
Insanity was a recent one; she 
had previously been a steady, well- 
conducted Woman. Is a fit Sub- 
ject for Carlow Asylum, by which 
he considers she would be restored 
to Health. 



The Committal states, that Inform- 
ations were sworn by Joseph 
M'Daniel that she broke his Win- 
dows, and put him in fear of bis 
Life. 

Dr. Boxwell says she is of violent 
Temper, but that she is not ca- 
pable of doing Mischief, as she is 
now bed-riddeD, and is a Case 
rather for Gorey Poor-house; she 
is in a very weak State of Health, 
however, now. 



John Nixon Nunn 
and 

Richard Rathbourne, S. M. 

Enniscorthy Petty Sessions 
District. 



Committal states, he is charged, on 
the View of the Magistrates, witn 
being a dangerous Lunatic. 

Dr. Boxwell says, he was violent for 
the first Week after coming into 
Gaol, ever since which Time ne 
has conducted himself quietly a , nd 
well. He is a Tail“ , b I. 
and lias worked at it wide •» 
He is a Resident Tullow id the 
County of Carlow. Dr. Boxw» 
considers hint sane now, and «*t 
he might be safely disced, 
and the Prisoner says he is »"*>»” 
to return to his Family and to W 
Trade in Tullow. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




on the State of the Lunatic Poor in Ireland. 83 



Appendix G.— -Return of the Eleven Lunatics in Wexford County Gaol — continued. 



No. 


Name of Prisoner. 


Age. 


Date of Committal. 


Names of committing Magistrates. 


Observations. 


10 


John N. Collins 


44 


15 th Mar. 1843 


Colonel Robert Johns 
and 

Justice Brenane. 

Wexford Petty Sessions Dis- 
trict. 


Committal states, charged on the 
Oath of his Wife, Ellen Collins, 
with being discovered under Cir- 
cumstances denoting Insanity, &c., 
and her being in fear of him ; this 
is accompanied by a medical Cer- 
tificate. 

He had only recently been dis- 
charged from Carlow Asylum ; 
certainly he was not well when he 
arrived in Wexford; his Wife is 
almost as violent a Person as he is. 
He is an Officer of Excise, retired 
on a commuted Allowance on ac- 
count of his Insanity ; he had 
been a respectable good Officer. 
His Wife is willing to pay for his 
Maintenance in Carlow Asylum. 
I think it would be unsafe to en- 
large him at present. 


11 


Charles Hickey 


46 


16th Mar. 1843 


Pelham Babbington 
and 

John Kennedyi 
Arthurstown. 


Committal states, he is charged, on 
Oath, with attempting the Life of 
„ his Wife, Mary Hickey, and his 
Family, with using Threats, and 
breaking their Furniture. 

There is no medical Certificate of 
Insanity with the Committal. 

Dr. Boxwell saw him within an Hour 
of his Arrival in the Gaol ; there 
was no Appearance of Insanity 
then, even though he might be 
supposed at that Time to feel 
Irritation at his Committal ; his 
Conduct in Gaol ever since has 
been very good and orderly. The 
Prisoner himself states, “ it was 
only a Difference of Opinion that 
occurred between himself and his 
Wife.” 



From the above Returns it will appear, that Dr.Boxwell, the Medical Attendant of the Gaol, considers that John 
Kehoe, No. 9., and Charles Hickey, No. 11., might be safely discharged from Gaol, being now sane. 

That Nos. 1, 2, 3*, 4*, 5. 7.* 10. could not "be at present safely set at large, but should be removed to Carlow 
Asylum; and that the Nos. marked thus# would probably soon be restored to Health if sent there. 

That No. 6., a troublesome Idiot, ought to be removed from the Gaol, and be re-admitted into the Gorey Poor-house ; 
and that No. 8., in her present helpless State, may be considered also a fit Object for Admission into the same House, 
she having been a Resident of that Union. 

Chas. A. Walker, J.P. and V. L. 

31st March 1843. County of Wexford. 



Appendix PI. 



Male and Female incurable Lunatics, Idiots, and Epileptics in the Union Workhouse 
of Limerick, 5 th July 1843. 



Male Lunatics 


- 11 


Female Lunatics 


- 


- 17 


Male Idiots 


- 7 


Female Idiots 


- 


- 12 


Male Epileptics 


- 6 
24 


Female Epileptics 




- IS 
42 



Males 

Females 



It} « 

J. P. Simpson, 

Superintendent. 



Appendix H. 



Incurable 
Lunatics, &c. 
in Limerick 
Union Workhouse. 



(193. — App.) 
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Appendix I. 



Annual Statement 
of the 

Clonmel District 
Lunatic Asylum. 



Annual Statement of the Clonmel Disteict Lonatic Asylum for the Year 
ending Slst March 1843, presented to the Board by tiie Manager, James 
Flynn, M.D., T.C.D. 



Governors and Directors. 



Right Honourable Earl Glengall. 

— Lord Lismore. 

— Lord Hawarden. 

— Lord Dunally. 

— Lord Bloomfield. 

Sir Hugh Gough, Bart., d.l. 

John Bagwell, Esq., d.l. 

Stephen Moore, Esq., d.l. 

Samuel W. Barton, Esq., d.l. 

Stephen O’ Meagher, Esq., d.l. 

"William Perry, Esq., d.l. 

George Ryan, Esq., d.l. 

Count D’ Alton, d.l. 

Maurice Crosbie Moore, Esq., d.l. 

Richard Butler PI. Lowe, Esq., d.l. 

Edmond Lai or. Esq., j.p. 

Henry Prittie, Esq., j.p. 

Officers. 

Dr. Flynn, Manager. 

Mrs. Ellen Crofton, Matron. 

W. I. Shiel, m.d., attending Physician. | 



Charles Bianconi, Esq. 

Edward Phelan, Esq., m.d. 

James Scully, Esq., j.p. 

W. H. Rial!, Esq., j.p. 

Plenry Tydd, Esq., j.p. 

Colonel Phipps, j.p. 

Rev. J. B. Palliser. 

Rev. Dr. Burke. 

Rev. W. Giles. 

Rev. J. Baldwin. 

Left the County. 

Rev. J. P. Rhoades, late Rector of 
Clonmel. 

Denis Phelan, Esq., m.d. 

Plenry Scott, Esq. 



J. O’Plalloran, Apothecary. 

J. G. Rae, Clerk and Storekeeper. 



My Lords and Gentlemen, 4th April 1843. 

Considerable Additions having been made to this Asylum, and several important Alterations 
connected with its Management introduced, since the last Report for the Year ending 31st 
March 1842 had been submitted to your Notice, I feel it my Duty to direct Attention to 
these Subjects under the following Heads, and trust that the Information therein contained 
will be found satisfactory, as far at least as relates to my Office of Manager or Chief Officer 
of the Institution : — 

1st, Accommodation. 

2d, Discipline. 

3d, Moral Treatment. 

4th, Domestic Economy. 

5th, Finance. 

6th, Statistics. 

Accommodation. — The Dew Buildings are calculated, by as correct Classification as the 
Nature of the original Plan of the Asylum permits, to accommodate about Forty additional 
Patients, Twenty-four Males and Sixteen Females. This, together with the Room for 100 
already at your Disposal, brings the total Accommodation, new and old, to about 140 Beds, 
a Number in my Opinion sufficient for the lunatic Poor of the District, provided some 
legislative Steps be taken to relieve the Asylum from the harmless incurable Cases that 
now form a numerous Class in the different Wards. 

So far back as 1st August 1842, I recommended your Board to transmit several Cases 
of the above Description to the respective Pooi’houses. I did so after I had received a 
Copy of a Parliamentary Return (ordered to be printed on the 15th July 1842) called for 
by Sir Robert Fergusson, Bart., M.P. for Belfast, with reference to the Lunatic Asylums ot 
Ireland, and also to the Insane supported in such of the Poorhouses as had been opene 
on the Day for which the Returns were called (31st March 1842). In this official Docu- 
ment it is stated, under the Authority of the Poor Law Commissioners, that Insane (or, 
more properly speaking, the Idiots and harmless incurable Insane,) are supported in a wo 
of the Poorhouses of the District for which this Asylum had been erected, and from wnic 
alone Returns under this Head had been made; and that their Expense per Head per 
Annum is — 

In Clonmel Workhouse, 12 8 

In Cashel Ditto 6 0 0 ^ 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




on the State of the Lunatic Poor in Ireland. 85 

The Outlay for the Insane per Head per Annum, furnished from the Lunatic Asylums, 
and that given by the Poor Law Authorities, are calculated to strike a mere Reader of 
Returns with strong Impressions against the former ; a Moment’s Reflection, however, on 
the distinct Nature of the Two Classes of Establishments will dispel all Attempts at Analogy 
between their Finance Returns. With the Concurrence of your Board I wrote on the 6th 
of August 1842 to the Master of the Clogheen Poorhouse, that I was about to transmit 
to him Two Persons, harmless and incurable, Natives of that District. The Reply, conveying 
the Decision of the Poor Law Commissioners on the Subject, is so important that I think 
it right to submit a Copy of that Document; it was addressed to the Clerk of the Guardians, 
and by him forwarded to me. 



Copy of Poor Law Commissioners Letter. 



“Sir, Dublin, 23d September 1842. 

“ The Poor Law Commissioners have had before them Minutes of the Proceedings of 
<: the Board of Guardians of the Clogheen Union on the 23d ultimo, with reference to the 
“ Resolution directing the Master to inform the Governor of the Lunatic Asylum, Clonmel, 
« that there is Accommodation for Two quiet Lunatics in the Workhouse ; the Commis- 
« sioners desire to state, that it would be very inexpedient to act upon it, or to admit any 
« Lunatics into the Workhouse. The unfortunate Persons here contemplated ought to be 
« the Inmates of an Institution which admits of such Arrangements as their peculiar Case 
« required, which Arrangements cannot be made in a Workhouse without much Expense 
« and Difficulty ; and incurable Lunatics received from Time to Time into the Workhouse 
« would soon constitute a large and permanent Class, to the Detriment of the primary 
« Object of the Establishment, which is the Relief and Prevention of Pauperism under 
“ ordinary Circumstances. 



“ By Order of the Board, 
« To the Clerk of Guardians, Clogheen.” 



Arthur Moore, Chief Clerk.” 



There are about Thirty Persons of that Class in this Asylum, from the North and South 
Ridings of Tipperary, who are perfectly harmless and hopelessly incurable ; these harmless 
and incurable Cases, supported at 61. per Head per Annum, (the highest Rate per Cashel 
Poorhouse Return,) in their respective Poorhouses or elsewhere, would cost the County 
but 180/. per Annum, whereas supported in the Lunatic Asylum they come to above 540/. 
per Annum. Moreover they occupy Beds that could be at the Disposal of your Board for 
those whose Attacks of Insanity are recent, and therefore probably curable, but which, by 
being kept out for Want of Room, as is at present the Case with more than Twenty-five 
Applicants, are rendered difficult if not hopeless of Cure by being deprived of that System of 
Discipline and Treatment from which alone there is a Prospect of Relief. This Matter, 
either ns regards Economy or the Interests of Society, requires your serious and immediate 
Attention. 

If, however, these Cases are not only to remain in the Asylum, but such of a similar De- 
scription as present themselves are to be received, the present Buildings, new and old, will 
soon be found totally inadequate to meet even One Fifth of the Applicants for Admission, 
and your Institution become a Depot of hopelessly incurable Patients, instead of an Hospital 
for the Treatment and Cure of Insanity. 



Discipline. — Under this Head I have to report important and, I trust, salutary Changes 
in your Institution. After I took charge of it in 1841 I naturally looked for the Rules 
wherein the Duties of all Parties were clearly defined, and which should be hung up in 
the Office and every Department, of the House. None were to be found ; neither could I 
obtain from any Person in the Establishment Information that such a Document ever had 
Existence. I therefore resolved for a short Time to become an anxious Spectator as to 
the Manner an Establishment, containing at the Time 110 Patients and their Attendants, 
could be carried on, where there existed no Rules to regulate Officers and Servants in the 
Discharge of the most responsible Duties. I observed that there was no certain Time for 
the Performance of any one Duty, save that of Meals, and the Entry in the Store Books of 
Receipts and Issues. That Patients were restrained or secluded — were mischievous or 
even ill — no Report or written Record of the Names or Circumstances was even contem- 
plated. Such a State of Things will be scarcely credited by any Person, and, though long 
complained of by your Board, it continued unchecked and unredressed. I resolved at once, 
notwithstanding the Labours and Difficulties which I saw before me, on making every Effort 
to reduce the Establishment to that Order and Discipline which a long Attendance upon 
various Hospitals, Foreign and Domestic, had rendered familiar to my Mind. Within a few 
Weeks of my Appointment 1 applied to Government for a Copy of Rules to ascertain the 
Extent of those Powers which should belong not only to your Board but to the Chief 
Officer of this Institution, and had the Honour to receive the following Reply from t le 
Secretary of State. 

(193. — Arp.) A a 4 * “ Slr ’ 
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Appendix I. 
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“ Sir, . Du bHn Castle, 22d September 1S41 

“ I am directed to acquaint you, in reply to your Letter of the 16th instant that tl 
Rules to which you refer were transmitted from the Council Office to the Mannc p 
the Clonmel Lunatic Asylum on 31st August 1835, and therefore ou»ht to be amon^th 
Documents appertaining to that Institution. ® e 

“ I have the Honour to be, &c., &c. 

E. Lucas.” 



“ To the Manager of the Clonmel Asylum. 



It is needless to repeat that these Rules had no Existence among the Documents of th 
Asylum, and, at a full Meeting of the next Board, on 12th October 1841, I a <rain brought 
the Subject under Notice in the following Terms “ I beg particularly to” direct your 
“ Attention to the Circumstance that there are no Rules whatever before me for the 
“ Details of Management of your Asylum ; that the Errors that must naturally grow out of 
“ such a State of Things are numerous and difficult to correct; I therefore call upon you 
“ to adopt a sound and wholesome System of Check and Control over every Officer and 
“ Servant in this Asylum, without Exception, to define and strictly mark out the respective 
“ Duties of each and all,” &c., &c. On that Occasion you directed me to draw up a Code 
of Regulations for the Consideration, Amendment, and final Adoption of your Board. With 
the Conviction on my Mind, from the Letter of the Secretary of State, that some Rules had 
been forwarded for the Guidance of this Asylum, I undertook the Task with Reluctance, and 
decided on the most minute Inquiries on the Subject. 

I wrote to several of the District Asylums, and received Copies of the Rules in force in 
most of them. 1 found that the Rules originally drawn up for Armagh were the Basis of 
all. I also endeavoured to procure Copies of the Rules of the English, Scottish, and 
several Foreign Asylums, that from each and all I might select such Extracts for your Board 
as might be applicable to this Asylum. The more I inquired the more difficult I found my 
Task, because in almost every well-regulated Asylum, British and Foreign, that has com- 
manded the Respect and Admiration of Society, the entire Duties emanate from and 
revolve round the Resident Medical Superintendent or Director, who is thus rendered the 
Mainspring of the entire Machinery ; whereas in our Irish Asylums, varying in the Num- 
ber of their Inmates from 130 to nearly 400, there is in no Instance a resident Medical 
Officer acting as such. The Progress of the additional Buildings interrupted the Con- 
sideration of this important Subject. Postponements also occurred from Board to Board, fur 
the Purpose of obtaining, if possible, the Attendance of one of the Inspectors General. At 
length, on 14th November 1842, in presence of the largest Board that, I believe, ever assem- 
bled in the Asylum, and also of Mr. Inspector General White, the Rules were carefully read 
over — modified according to the Suggestion of your Board — and passed. On that Occasion 
I submitted, the following Statement ; it will probably show the Reason why the Armagh 
Rules required considerable Explanations and Amendments when applied to the Manage- 
ment of your Asylum. 



“ My Lords and Gentlemen, Board Room, 14th November 1842. 

“ This Special Meeting has been called to frame and pass such Rules and Regulations for 
u the more correct Management of this Asylum as to you may seem fit. 

“ On 16th September 1841 (See Page 85.) I applied to the Irish Executive for a 
“ Copy of Rules, such as I had expected were drawn up for the Government of an 
“ important Class of Institutions. A Copy of my Letter and the Reply of the Secretary 
“ °f State are on your Table. 

“ In . November 1841 I again represented to your Board the Embarrassment of my 
“ 1 osition in being held accountable to your Board and the Government for the correct 
Management of an Institution wherein neither the respective Duties, nor the Extent, 
“ nor the Period of discharging them were defined, or seemed to have been even 
known. Your Board directed me on that Occasion, as may be seen by your Minute 
11 , °°r)’ l ? P re P are a Set of Rules and Regulations. I entered with much Hesitation on 
“ the Task. b 

“ Postponements arose in consequence of the Progress of new Buildings, and the Incon- 
‘ venience of getting into a different Method of keeping your “ Morning Statement 
* Book from that which prevailed at the Commencement of the present Year, and 
wlncl 1 the Adoption of new Rules must involve as a necessary Consequence. That 
“ Objection no longer prevails, as you are on the Eve of a new Year, for which a new set 
“ ot Books Wl11 b e required, and which can be prepared after anv Form you may be pleased 
“ to direct. r r J 

“ To assist you in the Duties which you have to perform on this Day I applied to 
Government on 6th instant “ for a Copy of the Act of Parliament, under which these 
t( Asylums are directed, or such other Information as might be deemed useful,” and m 
“ reply received the Letter on your Table, dated 11th November 1842, inclosing a Copy 
“ of the Armagh Rules, to which reference had been made by the Secretary of State on 
“ 21st September 1841, as before you. These Rules are in very many Cases inadequate 
“ and obscure, and of course an unsafe Guide for the Management of this Asylum. 
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“ First,— They do not define whether and how far individual Governors may or can 
“ act. 

“ Second,— It is not defined by whom the Seven Books named at the Commence- 
“ ment are to be regulated, as they are not placed under the Duties of any 
“ particular Individual. J 

“ Third,— There is no Allusion whatever to the Clerk’s Office, nor, of course, to his 
ct Duties. 

« Fourth, — There is no Apothecary in Armagh, and consequently his Period of Attend- 
“ ance and the Extent of his Responsibility are unknown here. 

« Fifth, — It is not defined whether the Attending Medical Officer is bound to apply 
“ any Medical Treatment to insane Persons not labouring under Fever or 
“ Accident, a Point of vital Importance, since your Attending Physician is of 
“ opinion “ that he is not bound to do so,” and neither my Commission from 
“ Government nor the Armagh Rules involve any Medical Function on my 
** Part as Manager. 

“ I pass over many other Matters equally serious and important, in the Hope that by 
« strictly and clearly defining the Duties of each Officer and Servant a harmonious Ma- 
« chinery may now at least be called into existence, and preserved by your strict and 
« vigilant Inspection and Care. 

“ I have the Honour to be, 

“ My Lords and Gentlemen, 

“ Your obedient Servant, 

“ James Flynn, M.D., Manager.” 

On the following Day the Rules, as amended and passed by your Board, were transmitted 
to the Castle. — By a Letter received on 6th January 1843, in reply to an Application 
made by your Chairman to Government with respect to the Rules, in order that they might 
be printed at the Commencement of the current Year, it was found “ that the Inspectors 
“ General had received Directions from his Excellency and Privy Council to draw up a 
“ System of Regulations for Adoption in all the Lunatic Asylums in Ireland, and that the 
“ Decision of the Council on the Rules for the Clonmel Asylum is to abide the Decision 
“ upon such general System.” 

In various Departments of this Asylum many Changes have been introduced with the full 
Approbation of your Board. The Keepers had been formerly allowed a certain Sum 
annually for Clothing ; this has been commuted, and a House Dress or Blue Uniform 
supplied in its Stead ; the Female Attendants are also obliged to adopt a House Dress or 
Uniform. The Keepers and Nurses now take their Meals in the public Kitchen, in Two 
equal Divisions, one relieving the other in succession after the Patients have been attended 
to; formerly each Servant took his or her Meals in their respective Departments, a 
Custom that gave rise to Abuses of the worst and most distressing Description. Soon 
after my Appointment I endeavoured to establish a System of Returns from the different 
Wards after the Plan of Hanwell, Wakefield, and other admirable Institutions. On the 
Male it has been successful ; on the Female Side it has partially succeeded. However, 
the new Rules will, it is to be hoped, so clearly and strictly define every Duty that I trust 
the proud Boast made by Dr. Conolly and the Visiting Justices in Hanwell, that even a 
Blow given in any One Division among more than 900 Patients does not pass unre- 
corded, may yet be applicable to your more limited, and therefore more easily governed 
Institution. 

Nothing is so calculated to create Confidence in the Domestics or elevate the Character of 
any public Establishment as a definite and clearly explained Regulation as to Duties: a 
strict Discipline dependent thereon, and correct and faithful Records from every Depart- 
ment; since it is from them alone that its entire Managment, civil and professional, can be 
seen at a Glance, and its Character stamped for Order and Humanity. 

Moral Treatment. — Under this Head several important Duties are expected to be found. 
In this Asylum, however, they may, as far as the past is concerned, be enumerated simply in 
the bodily Occupation of the Inmates. The tranquil and convalescent Males are occupied, 
under the Gardener and Keeper, on the Lands, which are now by far too limited foi 
constant Employment. Many are engaged in the Weaver’s Shop, tailoring, pumping 
Water, and similar Occupations. The tranquil and convalescent Females are also occupied 
in knitting, spinning, Kitchen, Laundry, and Ward Duties. (For Details see Tables.) 

There had never been any religious or literary Instruction previous to the new Building 
being erected ; even their Amusements had been sadly defective indeed. Through the kind 
Attention of Mr. Owen, the Government Architect, I succeeded in procuring I wo excellent 
Ball Courts for the Two Male Yards, by the Elevation of a cross Wall that divided the 
refractory from the tranquil Yards. 

In respect to mental Cultivation this Asylum, though Nine Years built, is only in its 
Infancy. I offer it as my Opinion, perhaps erroneously, but yet deliberately formed, and 
conscientiously entertained, that much, if not most, of the Fatuity perceptible among the 
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Female, and the Turbulence and Mischief among the Male Patients has arisen from 
Neglect of any Attempt at mental Occupation or Improvement. Many Circumstanc & 
have hitherto combined to lead to this deplorable Result; not the least may be deemed the 
Abuses which have been merely glanced at under the Head "Discipline,” and the Want of 
a clear and definite Responsibility in every Department , from the highest to the bluest, in the 
Asylum. Without the latter, carried out in the most precise Manner, a Lunatic Institution 
presents a moral Chaos, and becomes useless almost for any Purpose beyond that of 
immuring the unhappy Lunatics so as to prevent them, while a Shade of Excitement or 
nervous Energy remain, from doing Injury to Society, and which ultimately consigns such 
as have not a recuperative Power afforded them by Providence to hopeless and wretched 
Fatuity. 

I may here mention that the Difficulty in procuring educated Females as Assistants and 
Nurses is also a sad Calamity. I give an Instance. I advertised some Time since for an 
Assistant Nurse and Laundress; I made reading and writing a necessary Object. Out of 
Twenty-one Applicants but Two could read and write; one was objectionable for various 
Reasons, and the other could do little more than write her Name. 

An uneducated Nurse or Assistant, whose Duty it is to constantly associate with the 
Insane, differs, in my Judgment, but little from a Muff or Restrain^ since they merely act 
as a Preventative against Injury to the Individual or her fellow Patients, but are incapable 
to instruct or amuse. Moreover, illiterate Persons have their Minds more easily seared 
against Responsibility, and are therefore more liable to adopt and persevere in harsh and 
unfeeling Treatment from an Inability to elevate their Views, by reading or other Instruc- 
tion, beyond mere manual or rather animal Exertion. This Case has been painfully exem- 
plified here; for at the very first Meeting of your Board, after my Appointment, your 
Chairman advised me to remove almost every Servant in the Establishment as unfit for the 
solemn and responsible Duties of the House. 

After some personal Experience I found, however painful that Course might be, and 
possibly dangerous, that it should, in Justice to the Patients, the Public, and your Board, be 
steadily adopted. It is with deep Reluctance I am obliged to state, and the Records of the 
Asylum will bear me out, that the Majority of the Attendants had to be removed, after my 
Appointment, for Drunkenness, Cruelty to and Neglect of Patients, and a total Disregard 
of Order and Discipline. 

While on this Subject I beg to give Three Instances, out of many, of the Conduct of the 
Persons removed. 

I visited the Female Refractory Ward, as usual, on 13th September 1841, aud found a 
Patient crying bitterly. I had before asked the Reason, and received an indefinite Reply; 
however, 1 examined on this Day the Cause, and found her Arm had been broken for a 
Period of Four Days, and no Report whatever made by the Nurse in charge. 

I visited the Male Refractory on the Night of the 6th October 1841, and found all the 
Keepers of the House, save one, playing Cards ; the one not so occupied was stupidly 
drunk in an adjoining Bath Room. 

I visited the Female Tranquil Ward on the Night of the 19th December 1841, at 
10 o’Clock, and found the Assistant Nurse perfectly intoxicated. 

Such was the State of this Asylum; such the Materials with which I had to carry on its 
Business, and the responsible Duties of my Office. 

The Abuses which grew out of having Baths in every Ward was one of the greatest 
Difficulties against which I had to contend, as I found it impossible to ascertain whether 
Nurses and Keepers might not, in the Absence of Restraints, endeavour to control violent 
and troublesome Patients by the frequent and unauthorized Use or rather Abuse of them. 
Having some Reason to know that such had been the Case in a particular Ward during my 
temporary Absence in Dublin, on the Business of your Board, with reference to a Change in 
the Plans of the contemplated new Buildings, in May 1842, I removed all the Baths, hot 
and cold, to the inner Yard, at the rear of the main Buildings. The Attempt of a Keeper, 
on the Night of 20th October 1842, after their Removal, to give a Bath to a noisy Patient, 
without any Authority, clearly proved that my Suspicions were correct. This Man, although 
hitherto found correct, I removed on the following Morning. 

With the active and steady Support of your Board a new Order of Things is in progress; 
and with clear and perfectly understood Rules, and your stringent Enforcement of them, 
I trust that your Asylum may be soon found in honourable Competition with other Institu- 
tions that do Credit to the British Empire. 

On the Subject of Restraint I need give but very few Remarks. With one solitary 
Exception, I have to report that no Patient has been in any thing like permanent Restraint 
during the past Year. The Case of that Individual is too well known to your Board; his 
Propensity to Destruction so frequently and almost fatally proved, both in and outside the 
Walls, as to render it needless to dwell on either. He has been ordered into Leg 
Restraints to prevent his further Attempts at Injury or Escape; in them he can take 
ordinary Exercise and Amusement. The occasional Use of a Hand-strap and Straight 
Waistcoat is, I freely admit, adopted, hut in no Case without my Knowledge and p el ' sor f 
Inspection ; their Continuance is prolonged for One, Two, Three, or Four Hours, until the 

r . Excitement 
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Excitement or Violence is alloyed. No Case within the last Year on the Male Side has 
passed without a faithful Record signed by myself. 

Domestic Economy. Under this Head I submit some important Savings, introduced 
without in the least Degree interfering with the Health or Comfort of the Inmates A 
reference to the Mortality (only Five) will prove the one, and the general Appearance of 
the Patients, together with the Reports of Members of your Board, several intelligent 
Visitors, and the Half-yearly Inspection of the Grand Jury, will amply bear witness to the 
other. I give the Outlay of this Asylum for the last Seven Years, ending 31st March each 
Year, and the average Number of Patients to prove that under this Head your Asylum has 
progressed satisfactorily during the past Year. 



Appendix I, 

Annual Statement 
of the 

Clonmel District 
Lunatic Asylum. 



Returns of the Cost of this Asylum annually, and per Patient, taken from Returns 
to Parliament for the Years ending 31st March 1837, 1838, 1839, 184,0, 1841 1842 
and 1843. ’ 5 * 





Total Cost. 


Average 

Patients. 


Cost per Head. 


Mortality. 




£ 


s. 


d. 




£ 


s. 


d. 




1837 - 


2,010 


7 


9 


79 


25 


7 


4 


9 


1838 - 


2,073 


6 


3 


81 


25 


10 


9 


7 


1839 - 


2,365 


0 


7 


94 


22 


5 


7 


6 


1840 - 


2,287 


3 


3 


94 


23 


6 


9 


11 


1841 - 


2,144 


15 


5 


102 


21 


0 


64 ; 


9 


1842 - 


2,287 


18 


6 


106 


21 


15 


9 


9 


*1843 - 


1 1,868 


10 


8 


103* 


18 


2 


9 


5 



* This is the first complete Year of the present Manager’s Responsibility, as in the Year 1842 
he had the Expenditure of the Responsibilities entered into before his Appointment to meet. 

t In this Sum of 1,868?. 10s. 8c?. are included the painting of the entire Establishment, (an 
Outlay which will recur but every Five Years,) the Expense of an entire new Apparatus for 
heating Water and drying Clothes in the Laundry, and also the Forest and other Trees that have 
been planted through the Ground, making an Outlay above the ordinary Cost of about 100?. 



An Abstract, comparing a few of the Articles consumed during the above Seven Years. 



Years. 


Number of 
Patients. 


Bread. 


Milk. 


Coals and 
Candles. 


Tobacco 
and Snuff. 






£ 


s. 


d. 


£ 


s. 


d. 


£ 


s. 


d. 


£ 


.9. 


d. 


1837 - 


79 


167 


15 


5 


241 


11 


8 


15 6 


16 


6 


23 


17 


6 


1838 - 


81 


212 


7 


1 


226 


7 


1 


168 


3 


6 


27 


17 


9 


1839 - 


94 


229 


13 


11 


259 


0 


4 


210 


8 


7 


27 


6 


6 


1840 - 


94 


312 


12 


0 


283 


3 


10 


237 


6 


5 


39 


10 


9 


1841 - 


102 


233 


16 


7 


324 


2 


2 


183 


11 


6 


44 


6 


9 


1842 - 


106 


190 


2 


4 


312 


18 


4 


126 


3 


3 


32 


19 


6 


1843 - 


103 


136 


13 


3 


234 


0 


9 


112 


1 


8 


19 


6 


1 


_____ 





























In the Kitchen and Laundry Departments several Changes have been made conducive to 
Cleanliness and Economy. A Steam Boiler has been erected in the former for dressing 
Food; the Savings in Coal within the last Year has nearly covered the original Outlay; it 
also, when requisite, heats Water by a communicating Tube in Bath Room No. 1. In the 
Laundry the Drying Room had been nearly useless, and the Apparatus for heating 
Water clumsy and dangerous; a Steamer has also been erected there, which serves the 
double Purpose of supplying hot Water for washing, and drying the Clothes in wet 
Weather by means of Copper Pipes running through the Drying Room. A Commu- 
nication is also established between the Vat holding the hot Water and the Bath Room 
ISo. 2. The Superiority of Two small Engines over a large one is manifest in an Establish- 
ment where both Kitchen and Laundry do not require to be at work at the same Time, and 
when any Error in the Machinery of one large Steamer deranges or stops the Operations of 
both Departments. 

These have been erected, under my own sole Superintendence and Direction, at the trifling 
Cost of about 35?., which Sum includes the total Outlay. 

Finance. Under this Head I only give the Income and Outlay for the Year ending 31st 
■March 1843 ; no Balances are brought down, as none have been struck by the Audit Office 
(193 .— App.) B b 2 for 
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for your Asylum, for Years ending 31st March 184.1 or 1842, and the Cash Books, &c. &c. 
of Mr. Hitchcock, my Predecessor, are yet before the Commissioners of Audit, for the 
desirable Purpose of finally closing his Accounts. 

I give the Outlay for the Year just ended as returned to London, signed by your Board 
and verified before the Master of Chancery. — (See Finance Sheet, p. 93.) 

In the above Report I have studiously abstained from all Remark on medical Topics. 
Upon what Grounds the Executive had originally decided that the Manager of an Irish 
Asylum should not be also its resident Physician it is not for me to conjecture. 

The Example set by Hanwell, Wakefield, Northampton, Siegburg,— in a Word, by every 
well regulated Institution in Europe, where Science and Education are held to be essential 
to the Comfort and Recovery of the Insane,— will, it is to be hoped, modify the Opinions of 
the Executive on the Subject. Holding Views drawn from careful and personal Observation, 
and strengthened by the Writings of such Men as Ellis, Conolly, Jacobi, Abercrombie, and 
Browne, — in a Word, by every Writer and Authority on the Subject, — that curable Insane 
should be visited once daily, their Condition, Changes, Treatment, &c. &c. carefully and 
faithfully recorded, it would be useless to dwell on this Subject while the Appointment of 
non-medical Managers seems to be the Rule and that of medical ones the Exception. 

At the Close of the Tables I submit a few of the Opinions recorded both by your Board, 
the Grand Juries, and several influential Gentlemen who have visited during the past Year. 
A distinguished Foreigner in passing through also paid a long and minute Visit, and as his 
Remarks on the Subject alluded to in the last Paragraph are probably ere this published 
in some scientific foreign Journals, I felt it my Duty to merely pass a Remark thereon. 

I cannot conclude this small Report without expressing in Words as strong as within my 
Power the Obligations I feel to each and every Member of your Board, especially those 
who have been in constant and arduous Attendance, for the warm and kind Support which 
I have at all Times received in the Performance of my Duties, and in endeavouring to effect 
salutary Changes, and which, had I not that Support, would have been found far beyond 
my Energies or Exertions. 

I have the Honour to be, 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

Your obedient and grateful Servant, 

James Flynn, m.d., Manager. 



Table 1. 



Number of Admissions, Discharges, and Deaths, from the Time the Clonmel D. L. 
Asylum opened till 81st December 1842. 





ADMISSIONS. 


DISCHARGED. 


DEATHS. 




M. 


F. 


Total. 


M. 


F. 


Total. 


M. I 


F. 


Total. 


1835 - 


54 


33 


87 


16 


7 


23 


2 


0 


2 


1836 - - 


33 


23 


56 


16 


11 


27 


5 


3 


8 


1837 - - 


27 


12 


39 


23 


15 


38 


8 


1 




1838 - - 


25 


28 


53 


17 


5 


22 


1 


6 




1839 - 


28 


20 


48 


22 


24 


46 


3 


3 




1840 - - 


20 


20 


40 


10 


12 


22 


7 


4 


11 


1841 - - 


19 


26 


45 


14 


23 


37 


6 


3 




1S42 - - 


10 


19 

_ 


29 


8 


17 


25 


3 


2 


5 



Table 2. 

Admissions, in decennial Periods, of the Twenty-nine Cases, between 1st January and 
31st December 1842. 



MALES. 

Under 20 Years 
„ 30 „ 

„ 40 „ - 

„ 50 „ 

» 60 „ 

„ ^0 „ 
Unknown 



2 

3 

1 

1 

2 

0 

1 



FEMALES. 

Under 20 Years 
„ 30 „ 

„ 40 „ - - 

„ 50 „ 

„ 60 „ 

„ 70 „ 

Unknown 



. 0 

- 7 

- 6 
_ 2 
- 1 
. 0 
. 3 



Table 
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Table 3. 

Period of Residence in the Asylum of the Twenty-five Cases discharged during the 
Year as above. 



AfpendixJ. 

Annual Statement 
of the 

Clonmel District 
Lunatic Asylum. 



MALES. 




FEMALES. 




Under 6 Months 


- 2 


Under 6 Months 


- 7 


„ 12 „ 


- 1 


„ 12 „ 


- 4 


„ 18 „ 


- 2 


„ 18 „ 


- 3 


„ 24 „ 


- 1 j 


„ 24 „ 


- 2 


2 Years and upwards 


- 2 


2 Years and upwards 


- 1 



Table 4. 



Discharged as cured, relieved, and died. 

Cured. 

Males - - - - - 5 

Females - - - - - - 15 

Relieved , and taken by Friends. 

Males - - - - 3 

Females - - - _ - - 2 

Died. 

Males - - - - ~ - 4 

Females - - 1 



Table 5. 



Period of Residence and Cause of Death, os recorded by the Attending Physician. 





Age. 


Residence. 


Cause of Death. 








f Exhaustion from continual 


Male - - No. 1 


60 


3 Months 


\ Cerebal Excitement. 


„ - 2 


not known 


3 Do. 


Chronic Diarrhoea. 


» - - 3 


28 


32 Do. 


Tubercular Consumption. 


„ - 4 


25 


48 Do. 


Epilepsy. 


Female - No. 1 


29 


20 Do. 


Mental and bodily Exhaustion. 



Table 6. 



Trades, Occupations, &c. of the Twenty- 
nine Cases admitted in same Period. 





M. 


F. 


Soldier - - - - 


1 


0 


Farm Servants - 


4 


14 


Cottier’s Wife - - 


0 


1 


Vagrant - 


0 


1 


Soldier’s Wile 


0 


1 


Schoolmaster - 


1 


0 


Shopwoman - - 


0 


1 


House Servants - 


2 


0 


Shopman - - - 


1 


0 


No Calling - - 


1 


1 


Total - 


10 


19 



Table 7. 

Number of Patients employed, and 
how. 



ployed in Farm and Garden 
nping Water 

isting Nurses (Male Side) - 
;eping Yards, &c. 
iloring and Weaving 
employed - 

iployed in Laundry - - 

2 d le work, &c. - " 

listing Servants (Female Sale) 
employed - 

Total - 



J. Flynn, Manager. 



(193. — App.) 
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Table 8. 

Attending Physician’s Return, as called for by Inspector General’s Office 
dated 8th January 1 843. * 



Mot,. 


Epileptics. 


Curable. 


Incurable. 


Total. 


4 


3 


57 


37 


101 



W. I. Shiel, m.d. 



Table 9. 

Estimated Profit and Loss on Farm and Garden Account for the Year ending 
31st December 1842. 

N.H.— Profit arising on Sale of Kgs, and Produce of Vegetables sold in Market, are brought 
forward in the Annual Sheet, p. 93, which see. 6 

The other Articles have been consumed in the Establishment. 



Dr. 



Cr. 





£ s. d. 


Lime for Manure 


6 4 5 


Seeds, Spades, Barrows, &c. - 


17 5 10 


* Gardener’s Salary 


12 0 0 




54 12 9 


Profit arising on Year 


47 2 0J 




101 14 9£ 



Vegetables used in House per 1 
Gardener’s Book - -J 
Potatoes used Do. Do. - 
Oats in Meal, at Contract") 
Price - - _ j 

Straw, at Market Price - - 
Small Potatoes per Gar- ' 
dener’s Book 

Vegetables sold from public' 
Grounds - _ 

Ditto from Manager’s private : 
Garden, for Benefit of 
House - 
f Sale of Pigs - 



£ 


s. 


d. 


13 


0 


0 


18 


11 


8* 


14 


8 


9 


7 


10 


0 


1 


10 


0 


13 


5 


9 


3 


0 


5 


30 


8 


7 


101 


14 


H 



* This Party also acts as Keeper, for which he receives 127. additional. 

+ In addition there are about 157. worth of Pigs remaining. 

Estimated Profit on Work done by Patients within the House, taken from annual 

Re i. u k rDS T 0 0 

Interruption caused for Eight Months, in consequence of the new 
Buildings, may explain why this Amount is so small. 

Estimated Value of Property remaining in Store on 1st January 1843 - - 15 0 0 

John Geo. Rae, Clerk and Storekeeper. 
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Bnlance in Bank from former Year - 
Grant y Civil Paymaster 
Reduction on inferior Bread 
Sale of Pigs - 
Grant I* 1 Civil Paymaster 
Sale of Vegetables for Year 
Refunded by a Pensioner 
Fines on Servants 

Total in each Quarter 



Milk - 

Servants Groceries, in lieu of Milk 

Potatoes - 

Oatmeal - . 

Total for each Quarter 

' Coals (Sea and Stone) 

Soap, Soda, &c. &c. 

Chandlery - 

Tobacco and Snuff 
Stationery, Printing, and Advertisinj 
Ironmongery and Hardware 
Steam Boiler for Laundry 
Building, Repairs, Tradesmen’s ] 
Wages, Glazing, Lime, Sand, l 
&c. &e. - - -J 

Painting entire Establishment 

Total for each Quarter 

Tea, Porter, Le- 



Drugs, Wii 
mons, &c. 
Attending Physic 
Apothecary’ 



Total for each Quarter 
C Clothing 

Bedding - _ 

^ L Total for each Quarter 

Farm and Garden - 
Miscellaneous, Postage, Freestone, " 
Brooms, &c. 



^Manager 
Matron - 
Clerk and Storekeeper 
Servants 

.Matron’s Allowance for Servants 



Income for 
1st Quarter 


Income for 
2d Quarter 


Income for 
3d Quarter 


Income for 
4th Quarter 


Total Income 
for Year. 


£ s. 
7 5 


8 


£ 


- 


d. 


£ 


s. 


d. 


£ 


5 . 


d. 


£ s. 


d. 


446 15 


7 


500 


0 


0 














— 




- 


- 


C 


7 


6 




_ 














" - 


- 


18 


14 


2 




— 




















■ 




445 


18 


1 


480 


0 


0 








" 


' 


“ 


■ 




“ 


- 


17 


17 


11 












“ 


• 






- 


2 


16 


6 





















' 


1 


5 


0 


— 




454 1 


3 


519 


1 


8 


44 5 


18 


1 


501 


19 


5 


1,921 0 


5 


Outlay for 


Outlay for 


Outlay for 






1 st Quarter 


2d Quarter. 


3d Quarter. 


4th Quarter. 


each Article. 1 


22 13 


3 


23 


10 


2 


39 


11 


11 


S3 


15 11 




— 








2 


3 


24 


14 


6 


15 


11 






„ 










8 


36 


11 


6 


33 
















1 


9 


14 


19 


6 


14 














17 


15 


3 


18 


12 


0 


30 


11 


10 














6 


13 


2 


10 


20 


3 


2 


89 13 


0 


212 2 


8 


187 


19 


7 


147 


12 


3 


149 








— 
























18 18 


10 


10 17 


1 


31 


5 


2 


33 


14 


4 












6 


11 


4 


10 


9 


4 


7 


8 












9 


2 


4 


15 


6 


4 


10 


0 












6 


3 


4 


14 


1 


4 


0 










2 


2 


16 


6 


2 


0 


8 


5 


1 


8 










7 


14 


4 


8 


13 


7 


3 


7 


11 


24 2 




' 




" 




‘ 








19 


19 


6 


19 19 


6 


31 10 


6 


29 


11 


10 


20 


12 


S 


24 10 


8 


106 5 


3 






- 




- 


- 


- 




47 


6 


5 


47 6 


5 


72 8 


0 


63 


2 


1 


76 


12 


0 


147 


0 


9 




2 2 


9 


4 


19 


7 


2 


0 


2 


4 


3 


0 


13 5 


6 


25 0 


0 


25 


0 


0 


25 


0 


0 


25 


0 


0 






7 10 


0 


7 


10 


0 


7 


10 


0 


7 


10 


0 


30 0 


0 


34 12 


9 


37 


9 


7 


34 


10 


2 


36 


13 


0 






12 11 


0 


44 


3 


7 


6 


8 


2 


10 


11 


0 


73 13 


9 


5 16 


0 


- 






3 


17 


9 


13 


2 


2 


22 15 11 


18 7 


0 


44 


3 


7 


10 


5 


11 


23 


13 


2 




8 1 


5 


4 


13 


1 


6 


2 


2 


18 


2 


10 


36 19 


6 


50 0 


0 


50 


0 


0 


50 


0 


0 


50 


0 


0 


. 




17 10 


0 


17 


0 


0 


17 


10 


0 


17 


0 


0 




. 


11 5 


0 


11 


5 


0 


11 


5 


0 


11 


5 


0 






42 13 


1 


41 


8 


4 


41 


8 


1 


42 


16 


5 






2 12 


6 


2 


12 


6 


2 


12 


6 


2 


12 


6 







Total Cost of Establishment for Year to 31st March 1843 



Remarks. 



As Audit Commissioners have 
not as yet closed Mr. Hitch- 
cock’s Account, no Balance, 
save that returned by the Bonk 
on 2d April, can be given. 



Total for 
each Head. 



168 16 9 
10 10 0 



1842: 
April - 

July - 
August 
September 
October 
1843: 
January 
March - 



Examined and found 



4th April 1843. 

(193. — App.) 



To Balance in Bank - 


£ s. d. 




Grant ^ Civil Paymaster - 


446 15 7 




Do. Do. Do. 






Reduction on inferior Bread 






Sale ol Pigs . 


18 14 2 




Grant ^ Civil Paymaster 


445 18 1 




Do. Do. Do. 






Sale of Vegetables - - - 






Refunded by a Pensioner 






Fines of Servants - 


15 0 






1,921 0 5 





DISCHARGE. 



By total Disbursements 
Purchase of Pigs 
Charges in obtaining Grants 



Balance in Bank - - £6 8 0 

Ditto in Manager's Hands to 1 „„ 
meet Contingencies - -J 



E. E. 



1,921 0 5 



STEPHEN MOORE, W. GILES, ) Governors 
j" WILLIAM H. Ill ALL, P. PHIPPS, C and 

LISMORE, J Directors. 

Average Cost of 10S£ Patients and 18 Servants ^ Annum - - - £15 11 74- 

Ditto Ditto exclusive of Servants Ditto - - 18 6 lof 

(Signed) JAMES FLYNN, M. D., Manager. 

B b 4 
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Testimony of Governors, Grand Juries, and Visitors. 

April 5, 1842.— Visited at Half past Eight o’Clock ; Breakfast very good, and particular! 
clean and orderly. Wolter (j ovei . nol . _ ,y 



April 36, 1843.— Major Freer, k.a., anil Mr. John Congreve visited this Institution and 
felt much pleased at the whole Arrangement and Management. ’ 



May 20, 1842.— Captains Bolton and Vescy visited the Clonmel Establishment for Lunatics 
and were extremely well pleased at the Arrangement in every Department. 5 

June 16, 1842. — This admirably conducted Establishment was visited by 

J. TV. Chattel-ton, Lieutenant 35th Re-n. 
lloht Sillevy, m. d., Surgeon 35th Regt.' 

F. Harvey Wilson, 35 th Regt. 



July 20, 1842. — We, the Grand Jury Committee for the Summer Assizes, have inspected 
the different Wards and other Portions of the Lunatic Asylum, and have examined 
minutely into the entire State of the Establishment. We found every thing in the most 
perfect Order, and consider the Arrangements most creditable to the Manager. 

Stephen Charles Moore. 

Godfrey Taylor. 

Matthew Millelt. 



July 22, 1842. — Visited the Asylum To-day, and found every thing in the best Order in 
every respect. Stephen Moore, Governor. 

August 21, 1842. — I have visited this Institution, and have much Pleasure in testifying that 
the Regulations are most correct, and the Cleanliness of the Wards equal to any°other 
Establishment I have gone through in the Country. Henry Peel . 

August 29, 1S42. — I have visited this Institution at a late Hour this Day, and have been 
extremely pleased with the precise Order and good Arrangements observable through all 
the Departments, //. E. Prior, Incumbent of Lucan. 

September 14, 1842.— We have visited this Institution, and found every thing correct, clean, 
and very quiet. Samuel TV. Barton, } n 

E. Phelan, ’) Governors. 

October 10, 1842. — Visited, and found every Department in a satisfactory State. 

Walter Giles, Governor. 



December 6, 1842.— We have visited the Asylum, examined the Food, found it most excel- 
lent, and every thing in the best Order. 



Stephen Moore, 
Charles Bianconi, 
John Baldwin, 
Walter Giles , 



Governors. 



December, 29, 1842.— Visited 
We found every thing clean, 



the Asylum, and inspected the whole Concerns minutely, 
perfectly correct, and quiet. 

llohert Barton , k.c.b., Lieut.-Gen. 
Samuel TV. Barton, Governor. 



January 18, IS 43. — Visited at 2 o’Clock, and remained to inspect the House for nearly an 
Dour. 1 found every thing apparently satisfactory. 

J. B. Palliser, Governor, and Rector of Clonmel. 



January 19, 1843.— Visited at Tiro o'clock, and remained nearly an Hour. I was highly 
giatinecl at the admirable Arrangements for carrying' on the Establishment. 

Edmond Davy, Professor Chemistry. 



February 24, 1843.— I visited the Institution for the first Time, and was highly pleased at 
the Way in which it is conducted. I may add, that it gave me much Satisfaction to find 
that hardly any of the Inmates are obliged to be kept under Restraint. 

(Signed) Mountcashell 

5 March 
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March 6, 1843.— We, the Committee appointed by the Grand Jury for the K m „h n-j- 

of Tipperary, have this Day visited the. Asylum, „„d found eveZhL i„ Srfi t n ,” g *■ 

and reflecting the greatest Credit on the Governor, who, besides 'varfous Tm™ ° rder a. .T" 
tending to the Comfort of the Inmates, has reduced the annm.1 Tr s Improvements Annual Statement 
Establfshment Four hundred and fifty Pounds! D “ al Ex P ena ' turc °f the c]o 

Edward Crosbie Moore. Lunatic Asylum. 

Thomas Barker Barton. 

William Going. 

A Special Meeting of the Board was held on 28th March 1843, to certify and ,1 
Finance Returns for the Audit Commissioners, London : J atl S ri the 

Present, Stephen Moore, Esq., Chairman, 

J. Bagwell, Esq., H-Prittie, Esq., Rev. J. B. Palliser, Lieutenant Colonel P Phinns 
C. Biancom, Esq., Rt. Hon. Lord Lismore, S. W. Barton Esn Rev w ri 
Henry Tydd, Esq , Rev. J. Baldwin, E. Phelan, Esq. ’ q '’ ReV ' W ' G,les > 

The following Resolution was moved by the Rt. Hon. Lord Lismore, and passed 

“That this Board hereby express their warm Approbation at the Manner in which 
Dr. Flynn has conducted tins Asylum since his Appointment.” “ “ 

S. Moore, Chairman. 



Appendix K. 



Letter from George Nichols Esq. to Lord Eliot, as to Transfer of harmless Lunatics 
to Workhouses in Connaught District. 

My Loid, Dublin, 29th September 1842. 

t0 ack « ow ledge the Receipt of your Lordship’s Letter of the 27th instant, enclosing 
an extract of a Communication from the Connaught Lunatic Asylum respecting the 
District!" ° f Certam * C IOtS antl hai ‘ mless Lunatics to the several Union Workhouses of the 
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Our Attention lias been frequently drawn to this Question, the Means provided for the 
. ccommodation of lunatic Persons being notoriously insufficient, and a strong Desire in 
consequence existing for transferring to the Workhouses such Cases of confirmed 5 Lunacy as 
aie beyond the Reach of medical Treatment. 

P ^f Catl ° nS ^‘ nc ^ tke Commissioners have invariably answered, that the Irish 
oor Relief Act made no Provision for the Relief of insane and lunatic Persons, as such, 
u inquired that Relief should be administered solely on the Ground of Destitution, and 
at it a really destitute Person were an Idiot or harmless Lunatic he would be as fit a 
IndndduaT i ^ C * m ‘ ss * on to tke Workhouse, if the Guardians so decided, as any other destitute 

^ ase . s tk ' s Description, which it was presumed would be occasionally 
1 e , the Commissioners have caused Idiot Wards to be prepared in the several Work- 
i i 6 J ^ cc . ommo ^ at ' on of Persons of this Class. There are, or rather there will be, 
orkhouses in all, and the Number of idiotic and lunatic Persons for whom Accom- 
odation will thus be provided in the several Workhouses is 2,300. 

Extent, therefore, will the Lunatic Asylums be relieved eventually, as the several 
fro 0 * 10USes come * nt0 Cull Operation, without resorting to any forced or immediate Transfer 
™ one *■? l " e other, or from the Gaols to which unfortunate Individuals of this Class are 
h S ~ m . etlmes committed for Want of Room in the Lunatic Asylums. Whether this will 
e sufficient to meet the Wants of the Country may perhaps be doubted, and my own 
presston is that it will not be found sufficient. 

I hope that your Lordship will not consider that I am going beyond the Scope of the 
e erence which has been made to me if I venture to state my Views in reference to the 
unatic Asylums. These are generally large and admirable Institutions, supported at a 
fereat Expense, for the Reception and medical Treatment of lunatic and insane Persons, 
ery many of whom are therein cured, and thus restored to Society; but they are not all 
g U1 . e or susceptible of Cure, and notwithstanding the Use of every Means which Skill and 
cience can devise many remain hopelessly and incurably insane. 
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It is obvious that Cases of this latter Description must accumulate in every Lunati 
Asylum, and in fact all the Asylums are crowded ; and their Capacity for the Cure of 
Insanity in its various Forms is crippled by this Accumulation of chronic Cases. Hence the 
too frequent Committal of Lunatics to Gaol as a Place of Security, and hence, too the 
Desire now manifested of relieving the Asylums by transferring such Cases to the Work- 
houses. 

But do not these Circumstances rather point to a Defect in the original Constitution of 
these Asylums? Ought they not to have been so formed as to provide for the chronic Cases 
which would necessarily remain, as well as for the Cases susceptible of Cure by skilful 
Treatment? Ought there not, in short, to have been a Chronic Ward to every Institution 
for the Reception of such incurable Cases as the Friends and natural Relations of the Parties 
were unable to relieve it from ? 

The Addition of such a Chronic Ward or Wards to a Lunatic Asylum would leave it 
open for the Reception and Treatment of curable Cases. This would be the most important 
as well as the most expensive Portion of its Functions ; for this the Medical Staff would be 
adapted, and the various Officers and Attendants would be appointed; whilst for the 
incurable Inmates far less expensive Arrangements would be necessary ; in fact the usual 
Staff of the Institution, with a small Addition of Keepers, would be sufficient. 

I am fortified in this View by the Experience we have had of the Lunatic Institution at 
Island Bridge, which your Lordship is aware was prepared under our Superintendence, for 
the Reception of the Lunatics previously supported in the old House of Industry, and who 
were removed from thence on its being declared the Workhouse of the North Dublin Union. 
There were then 350 of these Lunatics in the House, and for these were prepared and fitted 
up, at no great Expense, the old Artillery Barracks at Island Bridge, where these poor 
People have since been kept in a State of as much Comfort as their unhappy Condition 
is susceptible of; and they would be in no respect better off' if placed in an Asylum, being 
all Incurables, similar to the chronic Cases with which our Lunatic Asylums are now 
encumbered. 

To add a Chronic Ward to the present Asylums would seem therefore to be the proper 
Remedy for the Evil complained of, instead of transferring the harmless Patients to the 
Workhouses, which were not intended for this Purpose, and which, except to a limited 
Extent, are not capable of affording the requisite Accommodation. 

In some Instances harmless Lunatics discharged from the Asylums have been received 
into the Workhouses, but the Guardians have always admitted such Persons on the Ground 
of their Destitution, and not because they were idiotic, epileptic, insane, or lunatic. The 
direct Transfer of such Individuals from one Institution to the other would, however, be 
very different from this, and would be at variance with the Provisions of the Poor Relief 
Act, inasmuch as the Inmate of a Lunatic Asylum can hardly be said to be in a State of 
Destitution. 

I have, &c. 

Lord Eliot, M. P. (Signed) George Nicholls. 

&c. &c. 
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Appendix L. 



Returns pursuant to an Address of the House of Lords (dated 21st July 1843) for Copy 
of the Remonstrance of the Board of Governors for the Connaught District 
Lunatic Asylum, against the new Rules issued by the Privy Council for the future 
Government of the District Lunatic Asylums in Ireland ; addressed to His Excellency 
the Lord Lieutenant : Also, 

Copy of similar Remonstrance of the Governors of the Richmond Lunatic. 
Asylum : And also, 

Copy of any similar Remonstrances which have been received. 



Schedule of Copies of Documents transmitted by the Clerk of the Council to the Under 
Secretary witli Letter of 4th August 1843. 

I.— letter, dated 15th May 1843, from the Manager of the Belfast District Lunatic Asylum, 
transmitting Resolutions of the Governors on the new General Rules for the Govern- 
ment of District Lunatic Asylums. 

Resolutions of the Governors. 

II— Letter, dated 28th April 1843, from the Earl of Clancarty, transmitting Observations of the 
Governors of the Connaught District Lunatic Asylum on said Rules. 

Observations of the Governors. 

III. — Letter, dated 13th July 1843, from the Manager of the Maryborough District Lunatic 

Asylum, transmitting a Resolution of the Governors respecting the First of said 
Rules. 

Resolution of the Governors. 

IV. — Letter, dated 31st May 1843, from the Governors of the Richmond District Lunatic 

Asylum, containing Observations on said Rules. 

V. — Correspondence referred to in the foregoing Letter. 

VI — Letter, dated 14th June 1843, from the Governors of said Asylum, with reference to their 
Letter of 31st May. 

Letter from the Guardians of the South Dublin Union, refered to in the foregoing. 



I Belfast District Lunatic Asylum. 



Belfast District Lunatic Asylum, 

Sir, 15th May 1843. 

I have been directed by the Board of Governors to transmit the accompanying Statement 
;°. your Department with their respectful Request that you will be pleased to have it duly 
aid before the Lord Lieutenant and Council. 

I am also further directed to apprize you, that the Governors have appointed the 
Reverend Dr. Cooke to wait personally on the Government, when convenient to receive 
dm, in order to give fuller Expression to their Feelings and Views on the Subject of the 
'ccompanying Statement, as well as any other Information that may be deemed requisite, 
XHinected with the general Conduct and Management of the Asylum. 

I have, &c. 

Edward Lucas, Esq., Robert Stewart, 

&c. &c. &c. Resident Manager. 



(193.— App.) Cc 2 
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Belfast. 



At a General Meeting of the Board of Governors of the Belfast District Asylum for 

Lunatic Poor, held in the Asylum on Monday, 1st May 1843. 

PRESENT, 

The Marquess of Donegal in the Chair. 

Reverend A. C. Macartney, Vicar of Belfast. 

John Suffern, Esquire. 

Robert Grimshaw, Esquire, J.P., D.L. 

William M'Cance, Esquire, .T.P. 

Reverend Doctor Henry Montgomery, LL.D. 

Reverend Doctor John Edgar, D.D., Moderator General Assembly. 

R. B. Blackeston Houston, Esquire, J.P. 

Reverend Doctor Henry Cooke, D.D., LL.D. 

John M'Neile, Esquire, J.P., D.L., High Sheriff County of Antrim. 

William Cairns, Esq., J.P. 

The General Rules for the Government of all the District Lunatic Asylums in Ireland, 
as made, framed, and established by the Lord Lieutenant and Council of Ireland, at the 
Council Chamber in Dublin, the 27lh Day of March 1843, and transmitted to this Asylum 
by the Clerk of the Council the 11th Day of April last, having been duly kid before this 
Meeting and read with respectful and careful Attention, it was thereupon unanimously 
resolved, That as it appears by the Act of Parliament under which the above referred to 
General Rules have been made, that the Lord Lieutenant and Council have the Power of 
establishing Rules and Regulations for the good Conduct and Management of any Asylum 
in particular, and that inasmuch as this Institution has for these some Years past been 
carried on strictly in accordance with the Spirit and Principle recognized in the new Regula- 
tions, that his Excellency and Council be respectfully requested to reconsider accordingly 
some of the newly-issued Rules, so far as this Asylum is concerned, and for the following 
Reasons : — 

1. That the Manager of the Belfast District Asylum, Doctor Stewart, is a Physician of 
high professional Attainments, and the Ability he has uniformly displayed, as well in the 
whole Management of the Institution as in the general Treatment of the Patients, and in 
devising the best possible Means for their Amusement and Employment, has secured for him 
the unbounded Confidence of the Board of Governors and the Public, as well as the Appro- 
bation of every Inspector General* who has visited the Asylum since his Appointment in 
the Year 1835, as Manager and chief Officer; and that upon these Grounds, in which they 
are fully borne out by the decided and formally expressed Opinion of the attending Physi- 
cian, Doctor Thomson, that the general Treatment and moral Training of the Inmates 
cannot possibly be so well conducted or directed by the Attending Physician during the 
necessarily limited Period of a stated Visit as by one constantly resident. The Governors 
request that his Excellency and Council will be pleased to suffer the moral Government and 
Treatment of the Patients to remain in the Hands of Doctor Stewart, and that he be invested 
with the same Powers and Privileges as hitherto in the Performance of the important Duties 
of his Office, convinced that by so doing the Interest of the Asylum and the Public will be 
best forwarded. 

2. That the Governors are unanimously of Opinion that so long as Doctor Stewart continues 

Manager the additional Attendance on the Part of the Visiting Physician, required by the 
Rules of the 27th of March (which in this Asylum would be more than doubled, the average 
Number of Patients generally exceeding 250) is altogether unnecessary, and if carried into 
Effect must be attended by a heavy additional Expense, as a Practitioner of Eminence an 
long Standing, as is the Case with Dr. Thomson, could not be expected to pay a daily visi 
to an Institution distant upwards of a Mile from Belfast, without a very considerabe 
Increase of Salary being made to that Officer. , 

3. That with reference to the Duties of the Apothecary the Governors beg to state a 
the System at present in operation in the Asylum is the Result of much and the most caie 
Attention and Inquiry, both with respect to the Advantage, Convenience, and Economy o 
the Institution, and one which has effected a Saving of nearly ^30 per Annum, and t ey 
do not hesitate in expressing it as their firm Conviction that if altered, agreeably to 
Provisions of the new Rules, additional Expense and great Inconvenience would mevtta ) 
follow. 



*The Governors beg to call the particular Attention of his Excellency and Couoci , ors 
following Extract, with reference to this Institution, from the Twentieth Report of the nsp 
General, as presented to both Houses of Parliament, for the Year ending 1841, Page 50. - 
“ Within the last few Years a new Organization of the Belfast Asylum took P“ c ®. X efmprjn- 
ing a resident Medical Officer, Doctor Stewart, in the Room of a non-resident Medica 
tendent, which Arrangement has been found most satisfactory, and highly conducive o 
Interests of the Asylum; at the same Time an eminent and experienced Practition > ^ ^ 
Thomson, is had recourse to, who visits regularly as heretofore, and between w o 
Superintendent the best Understanding exists. 

(Signed) F-TeJor'S^.-' 
And 
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And in conclusion, the Governors trust that his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant and 
Council of Ireland will consider it perfectly safe, and for the Benefit of the public Service, 
to permit them to exercise their Discretion in granting Leave of Absence to the Officers 
generally of the Institution as well as in other ordinary Matters of Detail, trusting that a 
Period of Fourteen Years, during which the Asylum has been in operation, has afforded the 
fullest and most satisfactory Proof that they have never abused this or any other discretionary 
Power with which they have been intrusted. 

Signed on behalf of the Governors. 

Donegal, 

Chairman. 



Appendix L. 

Remonstrances 

against 

the new Rules 
respecting 
Lunatic Asylums. 

Belfast. 



(A true Copy.— M. W. Savage.) 



II. — Connaught District Lunatic Asylum. 



Connaught. 



My Lord, Garbally, 28th April 1843. 

1 have the Honour, as Chairman of a Meeting of the Local Governors of the Connaught 
District Asylum, specially convened, respectfully to submit to your Excellency the Obser- 
vations which, having read and carefully considered the new Code of Rules for the Govern- 
ment of Lunatic Asylums lately promulgated, the Members of the Board present felt it 
to be their Duty to make upon them, and to pray that your Excellency will be pleased to 
direct that they should be brought under the Consideration of the Privy Council, as it 
appears to them very important that the Rules should be amended. 

I have the Honour, &c. 

His Excellency the Lord Lieutenant, Clancarty. 

Sic. &c. &c. 



At a Meeting of the Governors and Directors of the Connaught District Lunatic Asylum, 
Board Room, 28th April 1843. 

PRESENT, 

The Right Honourable The Earl of Clancarty in the Chair. 

The Right Honourable Lord Clonbrock. 

The Right Honourable Lord Ashtown. 

Walter Lawrence, Esq. 

Having read and considered the General Rules for the Government of District Lunatic 
Asylums, it was resolved that the following Remarks upon them be adopted by this Board, 
and forwarded to his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant. 

Observations upon the new General Rules issued for the Government of Lunatic 
Asylums: 

Rule 1. — As it is often very difficult to obtain the Attendance of Three Governors for 
a General Meeting, it is not very likely that a minimum Attendance of Five, as here 
required, will be secured by the naming of a Day chosen, as it would appear, wholly at 
Random, certainly without any reference to the Convenience of the Parties chiefly con- 
cerned, viz. the Governors themselves. Two Wednesdays in the Year are named for holding 
these General Meetings ; Two more inconvenient Days could not be selected for the Con- 
naught District, as the Board of Guardians of the Poor Law Union in which the Asylum 
is situated meets every Wednesday, and all the Governors of the Asylum who reside within 
Twenty Miles of it are Members of that Board of Guardians. Further, the Periods chosen 
for these General Meetings could not answer for the Purposes pointed out. 

The general Statement of the Asylum, its Expenditure, &c., for the Office of Imprest 
Accounts, is directed by Act of Parliament to be rendered only once yearly, viz. for the 
Year ending the 3 1st March ; it is obvious that at the first Meeting provided for m February 
nothing in reference to these Accounts could be done, and the second Meeting in July is too 
late. The Two Periods of the Year at which it appears most desirable to hold these (ienera 
Meetings are January and June; at each of these Periods the Accounts of Expenditure, 
&c., with the Sums to be charged to each County, have to be forwarded to the Privy 
Council, made up respectively to the 31st December and 31st May, to be levied oft the 
Counties at each ensuing Assizes ; the yearly Account for the Office of Imprest Accounts 
occurs also at the latter Time, so also does the quarterly Estimate. 

Besides the above Objects these General Meetings should embrace a wider Field of Duty, 
i-e. if any thing more than the mere auditing of Accounts is deemed fit to be intrusted to 
those who bear the Name of Governors. The Rule however under Consideration exactly 
defines the Duties of these General Meetings as consisting in the mere Authentication ot a 
general Statement of the Establishment. The Necessity of a Minimum ot Five Governors 
(199— App.) C c 3 • 0ein S 
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being present for this Purpose is not very apparent, and it is worthy of Remark that no 
Provision is made for the very possible Case of Five Governors not being in attendance 

Rule 2. — The Monthly Meetings, in order to enter upon Business, must have a Quorum 
of Three present. The Duties of this, which is termed the local Board, are not provided 
for in case of an insufficient Attendance, and in that case those present could not “inspect 
the Asylum and Inmates,” and “ keep a watchful Eye ’’too “over the Accounts.” The 
Board Room Business at any Monthly Meeting is in general as much as the Governors 
present can find Time to perform, and the Inspection of the Asylum alone would take Two 
Hours. The Practice hitherto has been to hold Four Special Meetings in each Year for 
preparing the quarterly Estimates, and for One or more Governors on an early Day in each 
Month to go through the Accounts and act in all respects as a Board, and for any Governor 
on any Day that he can, to inspect and enter in the Proceedings Book the Result of his* 
Inspection of the Institution. 

Rule 5. — The Necessity of the Physician attending to explain and advise upon a 
written Document or Admission Form is not very obvious. If the Form of Admission be 
duly filled up, and the Certificates satisfactory, nothing but Want of Accommodation should 
stand in the way of the Patient being admitted. The previous Rule removes the only 
Ground on which a Reference to the Physician could be necessary. 

Rule 8. — If the Manager or Physician are qualified to undertake the Charge of Lunatic 
Patients, the Instructions contained in this Rule are unnecessary. 

Rule 9. — This Rule seems to presume that a Practice has existed of having the Chairs 
for the Use of Patients so constructed as to be a Means of Torture, either by being too 
narrow to receive the Persons of the Patients without squeezing, or by having Nail Heads 
or Points to cause Pain and Irritation in the Seat; such a Practice it may be hoped has 
never existed outside the Walls of an Inquisition, and that the Framer of this Rule is not 
very familiar with the Usages of this Country. 

Rule 11. — This is an Alteration of the general Practice heretofore observed, which has 
been found good ; the Change, as a general Rule, to later Hours for retiring to Rest, will 
entail additional Expense in Lighting and Fuel, without in any degree adding, as far as 
Experience goes, to the Comforts of the Patients. 

Rule 13.— Clergymen’s Visits to the Asylum have never been refused, and no Difficulty 
has hitherto been experienced of getting a Clergyman to attend when necessary, but in 
general it is not deemed advisable by professional Men to introduce so exciting a Subject as 
that of Religion to Persons of unsound Mind, especially among a People greatly given to 
Superstition. The Celebration of Divine Service before the Lunntic Patients, for which 
the Board is by this Rule required to make Arrangements, appears particularly objection- 
able. Any Patient who in the Opinion of the Manager or Physician may be sufficiently 
convalescent for that Purpose, could very well go, accompanied by some Officer or Servant 
of the Institution, to his proper Place of Worship in the Parish, and such has been the 
Practice hitherto in the Connaught District Lunatic Asylum. 

Rule 14. — This Rule is inapplicable in most Cases, as the Friends of Patients rarely 
come for them on their Discharge. 

Rule 15. — It would appear, by comparing this Rule with the 30th, that Patients Friends 
alone are restricted in their Visits, and that all other Persons may visit the Institution 
whenever they please. 

Rule 16. — Among the Books enumerated to be kept by the Manager, Books Nos. 7. 8. 
and 10 appear quite unnecessary; the Want Book and the Minute Book would answer all 
the Purposes of Nos. 7. and 8., and in place of No. 10. it would be better to file all Appli- 
cations, as at present, than to go to the Trouble of entering them in a Book; this is the 
more worthy of Consideration as other Books not here enumerated are essentially necessary 
to be kept. 

Rules 17. and 18. — In reference to Rules 16. 17. and 18. it is to be observed, that as the 
general Efficiency of the Establishment mainly depends upon the vigilant personal Super- 
intendence of every Part of it by the Manager, the Impropriety of casting so much Office 
Business upon him is evident, for if he performs in Person the Duties therein enjoined, 
which at present are in great part performed by the Clerk under his Directions, he could not 
find Time for the other more important Duties assigned him. This will be the more evident 
when it is recollected that the Office Business of the Asylum has of late been greatly added 
to by the Number of Returns, Reports, Accounts, &c. more or less voluminous and minute 
in Detail which are from 1 ime to Time ordered. There is also an extensive Correspondence 
with the Governors of Gaols and with private Individuals respecting the Admission of 
Patients, and after their Admission numerous Letters of Inquiry respecting them to be 
answered. 

Rule 23. — This Rule is made without due Consideration of the Cases of sudden Outbreak 
or Emergency that may happen, in which it would be necessary for each Keeper to have at 
least one simple Instrument for Restraint previous to importing the Case to the Manager* 
7 without 
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without which Violence must be used to overcome the Patient, and bad Consequences might 
ensue. The Shower-bath is somewhat curiously, probably through Inadvertence, mixed up 
with the Instruments of Restraint. 

Rules 25. and 26. — To do what by these Rules is required, although otherwise most 
desirable, would be next to impossible, in addition to the Manager’s other Duties, which have 
been noticed under the 16th Rule ; the Duties pointed out in these Rules appear to the Board 
the more important of the two. 

Rule 28. — This prescribes a very important Duty in the moral Management of the 
Asylum, and by acting as here directed the Manager will much more effectually aid the 
Recovery of the Patients than by introducing the very exciting Subject of Religion, with its 
Forms and Ceremonies. The Rule moreover appears to clash with the 16th and 45th Rules, 
which place the whole discretionary Treatment of the Patients under the Superintendence 
and Control of the Physician. 

Rule 30. — The Admission of Strangers indiscriminately and without an Order from 
any authorized Person appears injudicious, and would greatly interfere with the Business 
and affect the Usefulness of the Institution. 

Rule 42. — The Duties of the moral Manager being by 16th Rule made wholly sub- 
ordinate to those of the Physician, it appears rather necessary that the latter should reside 
in the Institution than merely visit occasionally as herein required, as he is only required 
to visit Three Times a Week when the Number of Inmates does not exceed 250, but must 
visit every Day, that is, Seven Times a Week, if the Patients exceed that Number, it would 
appear that in the former Case the whole of the Establishment should be looked to at each 
Visit, in the latter, only a Part. It is surely injudicious to lay down a Rule dependent upon 
the fluctuating Numbers in the Asylum, which, if strictly attended to, must be inconvenient 
to the Physician without in any Degree tending to the Advantage of the Institution. 

Rule 45. — With reference to the Transfer of the moral Management of the Patients to 
the Physician, which appears to be the Object (though not consistently followed out) of the 
Framer of these General Rules, the Expediency of it is extremely questionable. 

1. The Physician is not resident, and can only see each Patient occasionally for a 
short Time, and is consequently never possessed, from his own Observation, of a sufficiently 
accurate Knowledge of individual Cases to enable him to apply moral Treatment 
judiciously. 

2. He cannot spare Time to observe the actual Effect of such Treatment on the Patients 
subjected to it, and, on these Subjects, Information from Attendants cannot be relied upon 
except as to Facts. 

3. The Classification of the Patients is an important Part of their Management, in 
directing which reference must he had not only to the State of the Patient but also to the 
different Kinds of Accommodation which the House affords; this must require such an 
accurate Knowledge of the Peculiarities, Habits, & c. of the Patients as it is not possible the 
Physician can acquire. 

On the other hand the Manager has the Patients constantly under his View, and especially 
the' Class who are the peculiar Objects of moral Treatment; he is more thoroughly than 
any one else acquainted with their Habits and Temperament; moreover, it is to him that 
the Charge of carrying into effect moral Treatment must be committed, and it is only 
reasonable to believe that he will conduct it more zealously and carefully if it be the Result 
of his own Judgment, after Consultation with the Physician, than if he be merely executing 
the Plans of another, formed on Grounds either unknown to him or at variance with his own 
View of the Case. Again, the Credit of the Manager depends upon the successful working 
of the Asylum he is placed over, and to which all his Time and Exertions are confined ; in 
fact, his personal Feelings are all on the Side of his Duty, he has, therefore, naturally a 
deeper Interest in the Institution than the Physician, whose Duty in it must be, more or 
less, secondary to bis other professional Pursuits. 

Servants. — It is conceived that a few general Rules as to their Demeanour, Conduct 
towards the Patients, and Obedience to the Orders of the Officers, leaving the Details of 
their Duties to be regulated by local Bye Laws, would be more suitable than a Number of 
specific Regulations for the Conduct of each Class of Servants, some of which are mere 
Repetitions, (as 73, 79, 84, 86, and 100,) and others unsuited to the local Circumstances 
of the Asylum, (as the 77th in connexion with the 81st). 

On the whole, it would appear that while some important Points are overlooked others 
are entered into with a Degree of Minuteness which would be productive of much practical 
Inconvenience. . 

Clancartt, Chairman. 
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III. — Maryborough Lunatic Asylum. 



Maryborough Lunatic Asylum 
Sir, 13th July 1843. ’ 

I have the Honour to transmit to you for the Information of the Committee of the Privy 
Council the accompanying Copy of a Resolution passed at the half-yearly Meeting of the 
Board held on Yesterday, and request that you will be pleased to lay the same before the 
Council at an early Convenience. 

I have, &c. 

M. W. Savage, Esq,, W. Abbott, Manager. 

&c. &c. &c. 



At a Meeting of the Board of Governors and Directors of the Maryborough District 
Lunatic Asylum, on Wednesday, 12th July 1843, 

PRESENT, 

George Adair, Esquire, in the Chair. 

John Robinson Price, Esquire. 

The Reverend J. T. Moore. 

The Reverend Thomas Harpur. 

Arthur Moore Mosse, Esquire. 

On reading over the General Rules for the Government of District Lunatic Asylums, and 
referring to Rule 1st, it was Resolved, That it is the Opinion of this Board, that the most 
convenient Days for holding the Half-yearly Meetings would be the Second Wednesday in 
January and the Second Wednesday in June, the annual Statement being submitted to the 
latter Meeting. This Alteration in the Rules is recommended to enable the Board to 
furnish the necessary Information in Time for the Assizes, which could not be done should 
the Consideration of the general Statement be delayed to the July Meeting as directed in 
Rule 1. 

Extract from the Minutes. 

William Abbott, Manager. 

(A true Copy.— M. W. Savage.) 



IV. — Richmond Lunatic Asylum. 



Richmond Lunatic Asylum, 

Sir, Board Room, 31st May 1843. 

Having attentively perused the “ General Rules for the Government of all the District 
Lunatic Asylums in Ireland, made by the Lord Lieutenant and Council of Ireland,” and 
transmitted with your Letter of the 11th April last, we beg leave respectfully to submit 
for the Consideration of his Excellency and Council the following Observations as regards 
the Richmond District Lunatic Asylum. 

1st Rule appoints Two General Meetings of the Governors, Five to constitute a Quorum, 
to be held at the Asylum in every Year. 

Whereupon we beg to submit that, from the Decease of some Governors and the habitual 
Non-attendance of others, it appears necessary, in order to secure the Attendance of a 
Quorum on these Occasions, that an additional Number of Governors should be nominated 
by his Excellency. 

2d Rule appoints Meetings of the Board, to be held on the First Tuesday in every 
Month, or on some other fixed Day, for the Discharge of the ordinary Business of the 
Asylum. 

We beg to observe, as regards this Rule, that it has been found requisite to hold Two 
Meetings in every Month for the Discharge of the ordinary Business of the Asylum; and 
that with respect to the Accounts, the several Bills are examined at one of these Meetings, 
and, if found correct, they are ordered for Payment, and Drafts are drawn on the Bank ot 
Ireland for their respective Amounts, and at the ensuing Meeting the Vouchers are pro- 
duced and examined. An Adherence to this Practice, which tends to promote Regularity 
and to prevent an Accumulation of Business, appears to us desirable, and we request t >e 
Sanction of the Lord Lieutenant and Council thereto. 

4th Rule directs that Idiots and epileptic Persons, where the Fils produce Imbecility 
of Mind as well as of Body, are to be admissible to every Asylum. ^y e 
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We respectfully submit that the Consequence of this Rule being generally acted on would Appendix L. 

be, that in the course of a few Years the Asylum must be chiefly occupied by incurable 

Cases, and the Accommodation, already insufficient for the Reception of curable Cases Remonstrances 
would be still further materially reduced. The greatest Defect the Asylum now labours against 
under is the Want of Means of admitting every curable Case as soon as applied for, and tJle new Rules 
at that Period of the Disease when judicious Treatment is most likely to be effectual in respecting 
promoting Recovery. . However desirable it maybe to provide proper Asylums for Idiots Lunatic Asylums. 

and imbecile Epileptics, such Persons should be separately accommodated, and not asso- 

cinted with curable Cases of Insanity, to whom their Presence would be very injurious. Richmond. 

The present State of the Richmond District Lunatic Asylum does not admit of such an ’ 

Arrangement, and unless additional Accommodation be provided, the Admission of the 
Idiots and Epileptics of the District would soon convert it into an Hospital of Incurables, 
and it would cease to possess the Character which should peculiarly distinguish an Institution 
for the Treatment of Insanity. 

Whilst adverting to the Subject of increased Accommodation, we beg leave to refer to 
and transmit Copy of a Communication, the Result of a Conference between the County 
and City of Dublin Grand Juries relative to incurable Patients being provided for in 
the respective Poorhouses to which such Persons belong, and which Communication as 
regarding harmless and incurable Patients was transmitted to the Boards of Guardians of 
the North and South Dublin Unions, and of other Poorhouses in the District, in the 
Hope that this Measure might be carried into effect, and that thus a considerable Relief 
might be afforded and a material Saving made. The Correspondence will show that 
Obstacles'll a ve arisen in accomplishing that Object, but should the Suggestion of the Grand 
Juries meet the Approbation of Government, these Obstacles may, it is conceived, be sur- 
mounted ; such a Result appears to us the more desirable as we believe that many harmless 
but incurable Insane will continue to he left, in District Lunatic Asylums, who would be 
withdrawn from Poorhouses by their Friends, and taken care of. 



Rule 10. — No Patient to he entitled to any Remuneration for any Labour done while 
confined within the Asylum. 

We beg to remark, as regards this Rule, that Patients who labour in the Gardens have 
not been allowed any Remuneration, but that in many Cases, and particularly with respect 
o Females, small Gratuities, such as 1 -},d. for making a Shirt, 2d. for knitting a Pair of long 
Stockings, and 5 Id. for making a Suit of Clothes, have been found highly advantageous,^ 
and have been considered by the Medical Officers as a Part of the moral Management of 
the Institution ; several are thus induced to employ themselves who would otherwise be 
idle. The Gratuities thus given are spent by the Patients in procuring Tea and other little 
Comforts not generally allowed by the Institution. We are not aware of any Abuse of 
this Practice, but, on the contrary, the Feeling on the Minds of the Patients that the few 
Luxuries they enjoy are the Results of their own Exertions is found to have a very salutary 
Effect. The Discontinuance of this Custom would be disadvantageous even in point of 
Economy, independent of the Consideration that Tea must, in many Instances, be ordered 
at the Expense of the. Institution to Patients w.ho have now the Satisfaction of feeling that 
they owe it to their own Industry. 

The Premiums paid to Patients for the last Twelve Months have been, — 

Paid for making Bedding and Clothing, washing in the Laundry, weaving, 
spinning, knitting Stockings, and tailoring - - "21 

Paid Two Patients, viz. 

John Wade a Carpenter, and Patient not fit to be discharged, 4s. 
per Week : and Edward Flanagan a Messenger, Is. per 
Week - - I ' 13 



s. d. 
5 9 



0 0 



^34 5 9 



With respect to the Item of 13/., we have to observe that a considerable Saving is 
effected by the Arrangement, which leaves the Patients the reverse of a Burden on tne 
Institution. 



M. W. Savage, Esq., 

&c. &c. &c. 

Council Office, Dublin Castle. 



We have, &c. 

William English. 

R. M. Peile jun. 
Leland Crosthwait. 



(A true Copy. — M. W. Savage.) 
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Appendix L. 

Remonstrances 

against 

the new Rules 
respecting 
Lunatic Asylums. 

Richmond. 



V. — Richmond District Lunatic Asylum. 



The following Letter from M. W. Savage, Clerk of Council Office, dated 11th April 1843, 
transmitting some Copies of “ General Rules for the Government of all the District 
Asylums,” was read. 

Council Office, Dublin Castle, 

My Lords, and Gentlemen, 11th April 1843. 

I am directed to transmit to you 50 printed Copies of the General Rules for the Govern- 
ment of the District Lunatic Asylums in Ireland, made by the Lord Lieutenant and Privy 
Council on the 27th March last. 

Prefixed to the Rules will be found the Order of Council by which they are established. 



To the Governors and Directors 
of the Richmond District Lunatic Asylum. 



I am, &c. 

(Signed) M. W. Savage. 



(A true Copy. — M. W. Savage.) 



Gentlemen, Richmond Lunatic Asylum, 3d June 1842. 

I am directed by the Governors of the Richmond Lunatic Asylum to transmit the 
annexed Communication, the Result of a Conference between the County and City of Dublin 
Grand Juries, in conformity with which a List is inclosed of the harmless and incurable 
Patients at present in the Asylum who appear proper Subjects for Workhouse Relief, and 
chargeable in the Dublin Unions. It will be perceived from the Medical Certificate that 
they are affected with chronic Insanity, and that being tranquil and harmless they might 
with perfect safety be placed in a Workhouse or any similar Establishment. 

From the crowded State of this Asylum, and the numerous Applications for Admission on 
behalf of curable Patients whose Cases are greatly aggravated by Delay, the Governors are 
induced to hope that Arrangements will be made for the early Removal from this Asylum of 
the Persons in the List belonging to your District. 

1 am, &c. 

To the Board of Guardians of (Signed) S. Wrigley. 

the North and South Dublin Unions. 



Copy of a Communication to the Governors of the Richmond Lunatic Asylum, being the 
Result of a Conference between the County and City of Dublin Grand Juries. 

“ It being a Matter of general Notoriety that there are at this Time numerous Lunatics 
throughout the Country, some in Prison, some in Workhouses, and some at large, who, by 
proper Treatment in the District Asylum, might be restored to Society, and on whose 
Behalf frequent Applications for Admission have been made, but who have not been 
admitted in consequence of the crowded State of the Asylum, we proceeded to make 
Inquiries as to the Reasons of its being so occupied, and we have to report that Mr. Wrigley, 
the Manager, states that of 292 Inmates now in the Institution no fewer than 150 are 
declared incurable. 

“ We cannot but remark that the Design of the Asylum being to receive only curable 
Cases of Lunacy, it appears to be a Departure from that Design, and to entail a great addi- 
tional Expense on the Counties of the District, that the Asylum should be occupied by 
incurable Lunatics to the Exclusion of Persons who by timely Treatment might be 
restored. 

“ We have had a Conference with the Deputation from the City Grand Jury on this 
Subject, and Directions have been given that a List should be furnished of such Cases in e 
Institution as are beyond Medical Treatment, and are proper Subjects for Workhouses, as 
also of the Locality to which such Persons belong ; and we have to suggest that t e 
Governors of the Asylum should communicate with the Guardians of the Unions to w ic 
such incurable Lunatics as are proper Subjects for Workhouse Relief are properly ciaige- 
able; and that Means should be taken to have those Persons removed to then piope 
Workhouses. 

(Signed) “ George A. Hamilton. 

« Brabazon.” 



(A true Copy. — M. W. Savage.) 
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. Poor Law Office, North Dublin Union, 

.... V’ - „ T r I « 1 • 30th June 1842. 

With reference to your Letter of the 3d instant, on the Subject of the Removal of the 
harmless and incurable Pa lien s from the Richmond Lunatic Asylum to the Workhouse of 
this Union, l am directed by the Guardians to state that they have referred the Application 
to the Poor Law Commissioners, who do not approve of the Removal, and the Guard ant 
therefore have not agreed to accede to it. A Copy of the Commissioners Letter to tl» 
Guardians on the Subject is herewuh sent for the Information of the Governors. 

I am, &c. 

0 -p (Signed) John Crean, 

Samuel U rtgley, Esq. Clerk of the Union. 



Appendix L. 

Remonstrances 
against 
the new Rules 
respecting 
Lunatic Asylums. 

Richmond. 



Q . , Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 

r r,.‘" 11 i T ry ■ • i , , 28th June 1842. 

The Poor Law Commissioners have had under Consideration Minutes of Proceeding of 
the Board of Guardians of the North Dubl.n Union on the 15th instant containing a Reso- 
iution referring to the Commissioners a Letter received by the Guardians from tlAanaaer 
of the Richmond District Lunatic Asylum, requesting that Arrangements might be made°bv 
the Board of Guardians to receive into the Workhouse a large Number of the incurable 
Lunatics who are now kept in the Lunatic Asylum, and in reference thereto the Commis- 
sioners desire to state that they cannot recommend the Guardians to accede to that Request 
The unfortunate Persons whom it is proposed to transfer to the Workhouse ou<dn to be the 
Inmates of an Institution which would admit of such Arrangements as their peculiar Case 
requires: In the Workhouse these Arrangements could not be made without much Expense 
and Difficulty, and the incurable Lunatics, drafted from Time to Time from the Richmond 
Asylum, would soon constitute a large and permanent Class in the Workhouse, to the 
Detriment of the primary Object of the Establishment, which is the Relief and Prevention 
of Pauperism under ordinary Circumstances. 

By Order of the Board. 

(Signed) C. Walmeslev, 

First Clerk. 



To the Clerk of the 
North Dublin Union. 



(A true Copy. — M. W. Savage.) 



VI. — Richmond District Lunatic Asylum. 



Richmond District Lunatic Asylum, 
14th June 1848. 

With reference to our Letter of the 31st May, relative to the “ General Rules for the 
Government of all the District Lunatic Asylums in Ireland,” we now beg leave to transmit 
herewith, for the Consideration of his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant and Council, a 
etter 1 eceived from the Guardians of the South Dublin Union, in reply to the Application 
to receive from this Asylum the harmless Lunatics belonging to that Union. 

We are, &c. 

R. M. Peile jun. 
William English. 

M. W. Savage, Esq., Leland Crosthwait. 

&c. &c. &c. 



South Dublin Union Workhouse, James St , 
_ 10th June 1843. 

1 am directed by the Board of Guardians to inform you that they cannot undertake to 
admit into the House the harmless Lunatics of the Richmond Lunatic Asylum, as this 
nstitution is not provided with suitable Accommodation for that Purpose, and the Lunatic 
department is at present overcrowded. 

I am, &c. 

Mark Bryne, 

. S. Wrigley, Esq., Clerk of the Union. 

Manager, Richmond Lunatic Asylum. 

(A true Copy. — M. W. Savage.) 
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Return to an Order of the House of Lords, dated 20th July 1843, requiring Copies of 
all Letters received by the Poor Law Commissioners, or written by their Authority, 
respecting the Reception of Idiots and Lunatics in the Union Workhouses of 
Ireland. 



Note . — With a view to comply with the Order as speedily as possible in the present Session of 
•Parliament, it has been deemed expedient to make a Return comprising as many of the Papers as 
it has been practicable to include without delaying them during the longer Time that would be 
necessary for a complete Return of “ all Letters” required by the Order, for which it is necessary 
to inspect the Records of the entire Correspondence of the Commissioners. A large Proportion 
has been so inspected ; and the few Papers connected with the Unions so referred to are con- 
tained herein : the Commissioners Letters with respect to other Unions generally, where any 
Correspondence has taken place, being of a similar Tenor. 

The Communications received by the Commissioners, in pursuance of a former Order, some 
of which advert specially to the Reception of insane Persons into the Workhouses, are contained 
in a Return made on the 30th May 18-1>3 (No. 135). 



List of Papers. 

I.— Correspondence with the Inspector General of Prisons. (1840.) 

II. — Correspondence with the Chief Secretary for Ireland. (1842.) 

III. — Correspondence with the Guardians of the Ardee Union. (1842.) 

IV. — Correspondence with the Guardians of the Balrothery Union. (1841.) 

V. — Correspondence with the Guardians of the Banbridge Union. (1843.) 

VI. — Correspondence with the Guardians of the Belfast Union. (1842.) 

VII. — Correspondence with the Guardians of the Clogheen Union. (1843.) 

VIII. — Correspondence with .the Guardians of the Clonmel Union. (1842.) 

IX. — Correspondence with the Manager of the Clonmel Lunatic Asylum, County Tipperary. 
(1842.) 

X. — Correspondence with the Guardians, &c. of the North Dublin Union. (1841-1843.) 

XI. — Correspondence with the Under Secretary for Ireland, and Guardians, &c. of the South 

Dublin Union. (1840.) 

XII. — Correspondence with the Guardians, &c. of the Dunsliaughlin Union. (1842.) 

XIII. — Correspondence with the Guardians of the Kilraallock Union. (1843.) 

XIV. — Amended Return respecting Insane Persons in the Wexford Union. (1843.) 



Inspector General I.— Correspondence with the Inspector General of Prisons. 

of Prisons. 

Letter from Major Woodward, Inspector General of Prisons, to the Commissioners. 

No. 5357. D/40. 8, Upper Mount Street, 

Sir, 24th Sept. 1 840. 

I beg to state, for the Information of the Commissioners of Poor Laws, that I some Time 
since submitted to Government a Proposition respecting that Description of insane Persons 
who are admissible into the Poor Law Workhouses; viz. harmless and incurable Lunatics or 
Idiots, a Description of Persons who are now crowding the District Lunatic Asylums and 
Gaols, to the Exclusion of interesting and curable Cases from the former, and to the Injury 
of the Discipline and Order of the latter. 

The Object of my Communication was that some general Arrangement might be made 
by which such Cases should from Time to Time be transferred from these Establishments to 
the Workhouses, and there received in preference to any others which might apply * or 
Admission from the destitute Poor of the Neighbourhood. , . 

This Suggestion was referred from the Castle to Mr. Nicholls, and it appeared from ms 
Report that legal Difficulties presented themselves, and the Arrangement was consequent ) 
considered ns not practicable. 
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The Advantage of the System, if practicable, may be illustrated by a supposed Case; viz. 

A. a harmless incurable Case, occupying a Place in a District Lunatic Asylum 
established at a great Expense for the Cure of Lunacy. 

B. an interesting and curable Case excluded from the District Lunatic Asylum, his 

Place being occupied by A. 

C. a destitute Idiot applying for Admission to a Workhouse in the Union to which Inspector Genera! 

A. locally belongs. t . of Prisons. 

If A. should be transferred from the Asylum to the Workhouse, B. is provided for, and 

C disappointed. B. is cured in a few Weeks, while his Case, if postponed, might become 
incurable; and this great Object is attained at the Sacrifice of not supporting C. for those 

beg to submit to the Consideration of the Commissioners the following Arrange- 
ment which” if supported by their Sanction and the Co-operation of Sub-Commissioners in 
their respective Districts, might be easily carried into effect. 

I should propose that the Local Commissioners of each District Asylum for Lunatics 
should insert in their Registry the Name of the Poor Law Union to which each Patient 
locally belongs. That they should open a Communication with the Guardians of each 
Union, and on the Appearance of an incurable harmless Lunatic or Idiot in the Asylum 
they should at once report the Case to the Guardians or Master of the Workhouse of the 
proper Union, who should admit the Patient provided there should be a Vacancy, and if 
not should record the Case as the first for Admission when a Vacancy should occur. The 
Arrangement between the Local Commissioners of Lunatic Asylums and Guardians of 
Unions to bg made under the Sanction of the Sub-Commissioner of the Poor Law 
District. 



shall take the liberty of calling at your Office in a few Days, as the Subject can be 
ussed with more Satisfaction and much less Trouble in a Conversation than by Lettei. 

I remain, &c. 

B. B. Woodward, 
Inspector General of Prisons. 



I 

discussed with more Satisfaction a 
W. Stanley, Esq. 



Reply to the foregoing. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
gj r 26th Sept. 1840. 

1 have the Honour to acknowledge the Receipt of your Letter of the 24th instant, 
relative to that Description of insane Persons who are admissible into Union Workhouses; 
and I am to state that the Board will consider the Subject on whatever Day it shall be con- 
venient for you to attend as proposed. 

J r I have, &C. 

Major Woodward, Stanley, 

J £, c £ C> ■ Assistant Secretary. 



II. — Correspondence with the Chief Secretary for Ireland. 



Chief Secretary 
for Ireland. 



Communication from the Chief Secretary for Ireland to the Poor Law Commissioners. 

No. 12,243. D/4.2. Dublin t ' asll % 

Gentlemen ’ 29th September 1842. . 

1 am directed by tbe Lords Justices to annex a Copy of an Extract from « > Cornmum- 
cation received from the Connaught Lunatic Asylum respecting the Transfer to the ditteient 
Workhouses of several idiotic and harmless Lunatics at present in that nstitu ion. 

I am, &c. 

The Commissioners of Poor Law, 

&c. &c. &c. 



Enclosure in foregoing Letter. 

There are several idiotic and harmless Lunatics in this Asylum, who would be as suitably 
provided for in the Workhouses of the different Onions to which they - respective] ly 
as such a Transfer would relieve the Gaols of the Lunatics confined therein. Lo rd I Uai- 
carty is anxious to know if Government could make an Arrangement for 
Object, which it appears by Parliamentary Returns has been acted upon in othet iJistricts. 



Commissioners Reply to the foregoing Communication. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 

Mv Lord 29th September 1842. 

I beg to acknowledge tbe Receipt of your Lordship’s Letter of transfer 

Extract of a Communication from the Connaught Lunatic Asy u P ? . . 

of certain Idiots and harmless Lunatics to the several Union Workhouses of the D ^ 

(193— Apt.) D d 3 
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Our Attention has been very frequently drawn to this Question, the Means provided f 
the Accommodation of lunatic Persons being notoriously insufficient, and a strong D ' • 
consequence existing for transferring to the Workhouses such Cases of confirm^ 1Q 
as are beyond the Reach of medical Treatment. ° Lunac y 

To Applications of this Kind the Commissioners have invariably answered that th r -• u 
Poor Relief Act made no Provision for the Relief of insane and lunatic Persons ass h 
but required that Relief should be administered solely on the Ground of Destitution ^d* 
that if a really destitute Person were an Idiot or harmless Lunatic .he would he as 
Subject for Admission to the Workhouse, if the Guardians so decided, as any other destitute 
Individual. UIe 

To provide for Cases of this Description, which it was presumed would be occasionally 
admitted, the Commissioners have caused Idiot Wards to be prepared in the several Work- 
houses for the Accommodation of Persons of this Class. There are, or rather there will be" 
130 Workhouses in all, and the Number of idiotic and lunatic Persons for whom Accom- 
modation will thus be provided in the several Workhouses is 2,300. 

To this Extent, therefore, will the Lunatic Asylums be relieved eventually, as the several 
Workhouses come into full Operation, without resorting to any forced or immediate Transfer 
from one to the other, or from the Gaols to which unfortunate Individuals of this Class are 
now sometimes committed for Want of Room in the Lunatic Asylum. Whether this will 
he sufficient to meet the Wants of the Country may perhaps be doubted, and my own 
Impression is that it will not lie found sufficient. * 

I hope that your Lordship will not consider that I am going beyond the Scope of the 
Reference which has been made to me if 1 venture to state my Views in reference to the 
Lunatic Asylums. These are generally large and admirable Institutions, supported at a 
great Expense, for the Reception and medical Treatment of lunatic and insane Persons, 
very many ot whom are therein cured, and thus restored to Society; hut they are not all 
cured or susceptible of Cure, and, notwithstanding the Use of every Means which Skill and 
Science can devise, many remain hopelessly and incurably insane. 

It is obvious that Cases of this latter Description must accumulate in every Lunatic 
Asylum, and in fact all the Asylums are crowded ; and their Capacity for the Cure of 
Insanity in its various Forms is crippled by this Accumulation of chronic Cases. Hence 
the too frequent Committal of Lunatics to Gaol as a Place of Security, and hence, too, 
the Desire now manifested of relieving the Asylums by transferring such Cases to the 
vv orkhouses. 

But do not these Circumstances rather point to a Defect in the original Constitution of 
these Asylums? Ought they not to have been so formed as to provide for the chronic Cases 
which would necessarily remain, as well as for the Cases susceptible of Cure by skilful 
treatment? Ought there not, in short, to have been a Chronic Ward to every Institution 
ior the Reception of such incurable Cases as the Friends and natural Relatives of the Parties 
were unable to relieve it from? 

The Addition of such a Chronic Ward or Wards to a Lunatic Asylum would leave it 
open tor the Reception and Treatment of curable Cases. This would be the most important 
as well as the most expensive Portion of its Functions; for this the Medical Staff would be 
a apted, and the various Officers and Attendants appointed, whilst for the incurable Inmates 
ai less expensive Arrangements would be necessary; in fact, the usual Staff of the Insti- 
tution, with a small Addition of Keepevs, would be sufficient. 

T 1 T'o • l j n I ^ 1 ' S ^ r ' ew by the Experience we have had of the Lunatic Institution at 
s and Bridge, which your Lordship is aware was prepared under our Superintendence, for 
t le 1 eception of the Lunatics previously supported in the old House of Industry, and who 
were removed from thence on its being declared the Workhouse of the North Dublin 
mon. lhere were then 350 of these Lunatics in the House, and for these we prepared 
ana fitted up, at no gveat Expense, the old Artillery Barracks at Island Bridge, where these 
poor eople have since been kept in a State of as much Comfort as their unhappy Condition 
is suscepti e of ; and they would he in no respect better off if placed in an Asylum, being 
encumb 11 ^ GSs Slm ^ ar t0 die chronic Cases with which our Lunatic Asylums are now 



» ° , ac 'r a 9* n ?, n ! a ^ard t0 the present Asylums would seem therefore to be the proper 
W -bi , com P 1a ined of, instead of transferring the harmless Patients to the 

r >ouses, w nch were not intended for this Purpose, and which, except to a limited 
In com 6 t ' ° Ca P a ^ f affording the requisite Accommodation, 
in.o n. Tr ?9 UnCe \ harm , lessLunatics discharged from the Asylums have been received 
,• .i • n °V 10ases » but the Guardians have always admitted such Persons on the Ground 
j; . m, est ' tut, c n J and not because they were idiotic, epileptic, insane, or lunatic. The 
su L ch Individuals from one Institution to the other would, however, be 
y eien tom this, and would be at variance with the Provisions of the Poor Relief 
Destitudon UC1 “ * Inmate of a Llinati c Asylum can hardly be said to be in a State of 



To the Right Hon. Lord Eliot, 
&c. &c. &c. 



I have, &c. 

George Nicholes. 
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HI. — Correspondence with the Guardians of the Ardee Union. 



Letter from the Chairman of the Board of Guardians of the Ardee Union to the 
Commissioners. 

No. 8930. D/42. 

Gentlemen, Corbollis, Ardee, 20th July 1842. 

The Board of the Ardee Union have requested me, as Chairman, to inform you of an 
Application made to them by the Governors of the Richmond Lunatic Asylum as to 
the Removal of such Persons as are there confined belonging to this District. 

The Board are most unwilling to accede to the Proposal, being of Opinion that their 
Establishment is in no Way suited for the proper Care of such Patients, the refractory Idiots 
that have been admitted being found a Source of much Trouble and Anxiety. For these 
Reasons, with your Concurrence, the Board have resolved to refuse acceding to the Wishes 
of the Governors of the Richmond Lunatic Asylum. 

I have, &c. 

The Poor Law Commissioners, T. Lee Norman. 

&c. &c. &c. 



Reply to the foregoing Letter. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
§} r 2d August 1842. 

The Poor Law Commissioners acknowledge the Receipt of your Letter of 20th ultimo, 
relative to the Application made to the Board of Guardians of the Ardee Union by the 
Governors of the Richmond Lunatic Asylum as to the Removal of Persons confined therein 
to the Workhouse of that Union ; and the Commissioners desire to express their Con- 
currence in the Course taken by the Board of Guardians in refusing to accede to such 
Application. 

The unfortunate Persons whom it is proposed to transfer to the Workhouse ought to be 
the Inmates of an Institution which would admit of such Arrangements as their peculiar 
Case requires. In the Workhouse these Arrangements could not be made without much 
Expense and Difficulty, and the incurable Lunatics drafted from Time to Time from the 
Richmond Asylum would soon constitute a large and permanent Class in the Workhouse, 
to die Detriment of the primary Object of the Establishment, which is the Relief and 
Prevention of Pauperism under ordinary Circumstances. 

By Order of the Board. 

Arthur Moore, 

T. Lee Norman, Esq., Clliet Clert - 

Corbollis, Ardee. 



IV. — Correspondence with the Guardians of the Balrothery Union. 



Extract from a Communication from the Guardians of the Balrothery Union to the 
Commissioners, so far as relates to the Subject of the Order, 10th August 1 

No. 7295. D/41. 

Herewith you have a Copy of Yesterday’s Proceedings, and beg to call your Attention to 
the First Resolution, and to the Case of Jane Horish, a Maniac. 



Minute of Guardians of Balrolhery Union, 9th August 1841, accompanying the above. 

Ordered, That the Clerk do write to the Commissioners, calling their Attention to *e 
Circumstance of a Maniac, Jane Horish, having been some Time in the House, and that she 
is now outrageous, and requesting to know what is to be done with her. 



Commissioners Reply, 14th August 1841. 

With respect to the Question as to the Course to be pursued 
Horish, the Commissioners desire to state, that the Guardians cannot 
tinue to maintain her in the Workhouse, provided they are unable to 
her into a District Lunatic Asylum, which would be preferable. 



with the Lunatic, Jane 
do otherwise than con- 
procure Admission for 
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Insane Persons 
in Workhouses, 
Ireland. 



y. Correspondence with the Guardians of the Banbridge Union. 



Minutes of the Board of Guardians of the Banbridge Union. 



No. 10,843. 33/ 43. 5tll j une 1843. 

Resolved, That the Clerk be directed to apply to the Governor of the County Down 
Infirmary for the Admission of Samuel Hutton, a dangerous Lunatic, a Native of Sheep 
Bridge, County Down. 



No. 11,345. D/13. , 2th June 1M3 

Letter from the Governor of the County Down Infirmary, stating that Lunatics are not 
admissible into that Establishment, as there is a District Lunatic Asylum at Belfast for the 
Reception of such Cases. 

Resolved, That the Clerk be directed to apply at the District Lunatic Asylum, Belfast, 
for the Admission of Samuel Hutton, a Native of Sheep Bridge, County of Down, who 
is a dangerous Lunatic. 



Mo. 11,860. D/43. 



19lh June 1843. 



The Clerk’s Report on the Execution of Orders previously made by the Board was read 
to the following Effect : — • 

That he had applied to the Governor of the District Lunatic Asylum at Belfast for 
the Admission of Samuel Hutton, the dangerous Lunatic, at present confined in the 
Workhouse. 

Read Letter from Dr. Stewart, Governor of the District Lunatic Asylum at Belfast, 
relative to the Admission into that Institution of Samuel Hutton, a dangerous Lunatic, at 
present in this Workhouse. 

Ordered, That the Clerk he directed to write to the Poor Law Commissioners, and inform 
them, that at the Time of Hutton's Admission into the Workhouse the Board of Guardians 
were not informed by Mr. Porter, the Guardian upon whose Recommendation he was 
admitted, of his being a dangerous Lunatic, otherwise they would have refused his 
Admission and that the Commissioners be requested to inform the Board how they are to 
proceed respecting him, as there is no Probability of obtaining Admission for him into any 
of the Lunatic Asylums in the Neighbourhood. 



Letter from the Clerk of the Banbridge Union to the Commissioners. 

No. 11,835. D/43. 

Gentlemen, Banbridge Union, 20th June 1843. 

I am directed to inform yon, that at the Time Samuel Hutton, the Lunatic at present in 
this Workhouse, and to whom reference is made in the Minutes which accompany the 
Letter, was admitted, that the Board of Guardians were not informed by Mr. Porter, the 
Guardian upon whose Recommendation he obtained Relief, of his being a dangerous 
Lunatic, otherwise they would have refused his Admission. 

I am likewise directed to request that you will have the Kindness to inform the Board 
how they are to act respecting him, there being no Probability of obtaining Admission for 
him into any of the Lunatic Asylums in this Neighbourhood. 

I am, &c. 

The Poor Law Commissioners, Robert M‘Clelland, 

Dublin. Clerk to Union. 



Reply to the foregoing. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
Sir, . 22d June 1S43. 

I am directed by the Poor Law Commissioners to acknowledge the Receipt of your Letter 
of the 20th Instant, relative to the Case of Samuel Hutton, a dangerous Lunatic, referred to 
in Minutes of Proceedings of the Board of Guardians of the Banbridge Union, and to state, 
for the Information of the Board of Guardians, that they should x'equest the Medical Officer 
to make Oath before Two Justices at Petty Sessions that the Inmate referred to is a danger- 
ous Lunatic, and the Justices will then commit him to the County Gaol, under 1 Viet. c. 27., 
where he will remain until there is Room in the Lunatic Asylum, to which he will be 
removed by Warrant of the Lord Lieutenant on the first Vacancy occurring therein. 

If from any Cause the Medical Officer does not make the necessary Oath, the Master o 
the Workhouse may do so. 

I am, &c. 

The Clerk of the Guardians A. Moore, 

of the Banbridge Union. * Chief Clerk. 
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Minutes of Guardians of the Banbridge Union, 3d July 1843. 

No. 12,921. D/43. 

The Clerk’s Report read, That the Affidavit upon which Samuel Hutton, the dangerous 
Lunatic, is to be committed to Gaol, has been prepared. 

Samuel Hutton, the dangerous Lunatic, at present confined in the Workhouse, was, on 
the Affidavit of the Master of the Workhouse, committed to the County of Down Gaol. 
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VI. — Correspondence with the Guardians of the Belfast Union. 

Belfast Union. 

Communication from the Guardians of the Belfast Union to the Commissioners. 

No. 12,535. D/ 42. Workhouse, Belfast Union, 

Sir, Clerk’s Office, 29th September 1842. 

I am directed by the Board of Guardians, Belfast Union, to forward to the Poor Law 
Commissioners Copy of a Letter received from Doctor Stewart, Resident Manager of the 
District Lunatic Asylum, with the Copy of the Reply of the Board to Doctor Stewart, and 
respectfully to direct the Commissioners Attention to same, and to request their Advice as 
to the Disposal of such Cases. 

By Order of the Board. 

Wm. Boyce, 

Arthur Moore, Esq., Clerk to Guardians, Belfast Union. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin. 



Enclosures (2.) in foregoing Letter. 

1. Letter from the Manager of the Lunatic Asylum to the Guardians. 

(Copy.) Belfast District Lunatic Asylum, 

Gentlemen, 27th September 1842. 

I have been directed by the Governor of the District Lunatic Asylum respectfully to request 
that you will be pleased to give the necessary Instructions for Admission into your Union of 
John Kennedy, John Copeland, and William Ferguson, Three quiet and harmless Patients, 
whose Removal from the Asylum and being placed in the Workhouse would greatly relieve 
the former, which for some Time past has been inconveniently full, more particularly on the 
Male Side. Should any of the above become turbulent and unmanageable (which, however, 
from their continued Peaceableness whilst Inmates of the Asylum is scarcely to be appre- 
hended,) the Governor will endeavour, with the least Delay possible, upon being certified of 
the same, to re-admit them into the Establishment. 

I have, &c. 

The Board of Guardians of the Robert Stewart, M.D., 

Belfast Union Workhouse. Resident Manager. 



2. Guardians Reply to foregoing Letter. 

(Copy.) Workhouse, Belfast Union, 

Sir, ' Clerk’s Office, 29th September 1842. 

lam directed by the Board of Guardians to inform Dr. Stewart that they regret that the 
Workhouse affords no Accommodation for any additional Inmates in the Idiot Wards on the 
Male Side, the Board having admitted on the former Application from the Manager of 
the Lunatic Asylum all of that Class for whom they had Room, according to the Communi- 
cation which Mr. M‘Neile, one of the Governors, had with the Board. _ Should any 
Vacancies occur, Dr. Stewart shall be informed, and the Board will communicate with the 
Commissioner of Poor Laws on the Subject of the last Letter of Dr. Stewart and the v\ -ant 
of Accommodation for the Class in question ; and their Reply will be communicated to 
Dr. Stewart. 

By Order of the Board. 

J W. Boyce, 

Doctor Stewart, Clerk to Guardians, Belfast Union. 

Resident Manager, Lunatic Asylum.' 



Letter from the Commissioners to the Guardians of the Belfast Union. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
Sir, 8th October 1842. 

The Poor Law Commissioners acknowledge the Receipt of your Letter of the 29lh ultimo, 
dative to the Request made to the Guardians of the Belfast Union by t e ana c e 
district Lunatic Asylum to admit into the Workhouse Three Patients at present m that 
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Asylum ; and the Commissioners desire to state that they cannot approve of the Conversion 
of an Institution established expressly for the Relief of the destitute Poor into a Lunatic 



Appendix M. 

of an Institution established expressly lor uie xveiua ui ura uesuiuie root into a Luna 

Insane Persons Asylum, the Government and Management of which must necessarily be conducted on 
in Workhouses, Principles dissimilar to each other. The Commissioners therefore advise the Board of 
Ireland. Guardians not to admit insane Persons from the Lunatic Asylum into the Workhouse, for 

— " whose Care no proper Accommodation is intended there to be provided ; and they desire to 

Belfast Union. ^ the LaW fol . the Relief 0 f the Poorjn no ^respect alters or interferes with the 

previous Arrangements and Provision for this Class of Persons, who must consequently be 

dealt with as hitherto. _ . , „ . 

By Order of the Board. 

Arthur Moore, 

The Clerk to the Board of Guardians, Chief Clerk. 



Belfast Union. 



Letter from the Guardians of the Belfast Union to the Commissioners. 

No. 18,431. D/42. Workhouse, Belfast Union, 

gj r Clerk’s Office, 13th October 1842. 

In reference to your Letter of the 8th Instant, No. 12,535. D/42, I am directed to 
acquaint you, for the Information of the Poor Law Commissioners, that the Persons received 
into this Workhouse from the Lunatic Asylum were considered by the Governors of the 
Asylum not proper Cases to be retained there, and, as it was represented to the Board by 
the Governor deputed to communicate with them, would have been discharged to make room 
for others who were considered fit Objects for the Asylum ; in which Case those Persons 
would have become destitute, and as such, and being certified to be harmless, this Board 
conceived that they were of the Class for whose Accommodation the Idiot Ward in the 
Workhouse was intended. 

By Order of the Board. 

Wm. Boyce, 

Arthur Moore, Esq. Chief Clerk, Clerk to the Guardians, Belfast Union. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin. 



Minute of the Board of Guardians of the Belfast Union. 



No. 118. D/43. 



27th December 1842. 



The Clerk reports having written to Dr. Stewart respecting the Lunatics Morrison and 
Paul, as directed, and reports a Letter in reply from Dr. Stewart, stating that there was no 
Vacancy, but that Morrison would be re-admitted into the Asylum if he was found unmanage- 
able, provided that another harmless Lunatic were received from the Asylum into the 
Workhouse in his Place, as per Letter; viz. 

District Lunatic Asylum, 

Dear Sir, 20th December 1842. 

In reply to your Communication of this Day’s Date and Receipt, relative to Thomas 
Morrison (formerly an Inmate of this Asylum and now of the Belfast Union Workhouse), 
who has become dangerous, and requesting his being again taken under Charge of this 
Establishment, I beg to inform you that at present no Vacancy exists for his Accommodation, 
nor is such likely to be the Case for some Time to come, there being several outstanding 
Cases on the Books for Admission these several Weeks past ; but if he cannot be manage 
at the Workhouse he will at once be re-admitted into the Asylum, provided that anot er 
harmless Incurable be received in his stead at the Workhouse, and then make a Vacancy or 
Morrison’s Reception. 

I am, 8tc. 

Mr. Wm. Boyce, (Signed) Robert Stewart, 

Clerk, Belfast Union Workhouse. Manager. 



Mr. Tidd reports that a Keeper was sent from the Asylum to visit Morrison at the 
house, under whose Management for a Time he became tractable, and being allowe 
Liberty of walking in the Idiot-ward Yard he made his Escape. No Intelligence as 
obtained of him, but the Master communicated the Intelligence of his absconding o 
Manager of the Asylum, Dr. Stewart. 



Letter from the Commissioners to the Guardians, so far as relates to the Subject of 
the Order. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
Sir, 6th January 1843. 

* * * With reference to the Proposal of Dr. Stewart to re-admit into ® uar di a ns 

Lunatic Asylum a violent Lunatic then in the Workhouse, on condition that t e ^ 
would receive into the 'Workhouse, in exchange, a harmless Lunatic from the y 
8 
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Commissioners consider it illegal thus to receive Persons from the Lunatic Asylum, and they 
cannot sanction the proposed Transference of Persons from one Establishment to the 
other. 

The Admission of a Keeper from the Asylum to take charge of the Lunatic is also 
distinctly illegal, and the Master has no Authority to allow him to be in the House. 
****«## 

By Order of the Board, 

The Clerk of the Guardians Arthur Moore, 

of the Belfast Union. Chief C j erk 



VII.— Correspondence with the Guardians of the Clogheen Union. 



Minute of the Board of Guardians of the Clogheen Union, 2d January 1843. 

No. 216. D/43. 

Resolved, That the Clerk do advertise for Proposals for the Erection of Four additional 
Idiot Wards in the Workhouse of this Union, each Ward to be capable of affording 
Accommodation to Three Inmates. Proposals, attended with Plans and Specifications, to 
be sent in on or before Saturday the 14th instant. 



Letter from the Clerk of the Clogheen Union. 



No. 822. D/4.3. 

Clogheen, 14th January 1843. 

In reply to your printed Circular of the 11th instant I beg to state, from Information 
received from the Medical Officer, that there are in the Workhouse of this Union Four 
Pauper Idiots, and One Pauper Lunatic who is in a fair Way of Recovery. 

I beg also to state, that the Number of Beds that can be provided in the Workhouse for 
these Descriptions of Paupers is Six ; namely. Three in the Male and Three in the Female 
Idiot W T ards. 



Arthur Moore, Esq., Chief Clerk, 
Poor Law Commissioners Office, Dublin. 



I have, &c. 

Jeffry Keating, 
Clerk, Clogheen Union. 



Letter from the Commissioners to the Guardians of the Clogheen Union. 

^ 0 qoo' 1 D/43. Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 

Sir, ” 8-2. J 21st January 1843. 

The Poor Law Commissioners have had before them Minutes of Proceedings of the 
Board of Guardians of the Clogheen Union on the 2d instant, and, with reference to the 
Resolution proposing to construct Four additional Wards in the Workhouse for Idiots, I 
am directed to request that the Commissioners may be informed of the Grounds upon 
which the Guardians are desirous of making an Addition to the Accommodation already 
afforded in the Workhouse for the Class of Paupers referred to. 

I am further to request that you will inquire of the Medical Officer, and report whether 
any and how many of the Idiots now in the Workhouse are of such harmless or inoffensive 
Habits as to render it safe to dispense with separate Classification in their Cases. 

It appears from your Letter of the 14th instant that there are Four Pauper Idiots and 
One Lunatic in the Workhouse, and Accommodation for Six Paupers in the Male and 
Female Idiot Wards. 

I am, &c. 

To the Clerk to the Board of Guardians Arthur Moore, 

of the Clogheen Union. Chief Clerk. 



Letter from the Guardians.of the Clogheen Union to the Commissioners. 

No. 2003. D/43. 

Gentlemen, Clogheen, 31st January 1843. 

I am directed, in reply to your Letter of the 21st instant, 216. D., to state that^ in con- 
sequence of none unless violent Lunatics being admitted into the Clonmel Lunatic Asylum, 
die proposed Enlargement of Accommodation for Idiots in the Workhouse of this Union is 
imperatively necessary. 

Having communicated with the Medical Officer, I am to state on his Authority that there 
a ’’ e in the House at present Five idiotic Paupers in the Infirm Wards who ought to be in 
the Idiot Wards were there Accommodation for them therein. 

I have, &c. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners, Jeffry Keating, 

Dublin. Clerk, Clogheen Union. 
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Reply to the foregoing. 



Insane Persons 
in Workhouses, 
Ireland. 



Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin 

Si r> 4th February 1843. 

iciauui I am directed by the Poor Law Commissioners to acknowledge the Receipt of your 

aciauu. L etter of the 31st ultimo relative to the proposed Erection of additional Wards for the 
Clogheen Union. Accommodation of Idiots at the Workhouse of the Clogheen Union; and should any 

Proposals have been received for the intended Works in pursuance of the public Notice 

which you were directed on the 2d ultimo to give, I am to request that they may be for- 
warded to this Office, to be submitted to the Commissioners Architect before any of them is 
accepted. 

I am, &c. 

vTo the Clerk to the Board of Guardians Arthur Moore, 

of the Clogheen Union. Chief Clerk. 



Clonmel Union. 



VIH. Correspondence with the Guardians of the Clonmel Union. 



Communication from the Guardians of the Clonmel Union, so far as relates to the 
Subject of the Order. 

No. 6660. D/42. 

Gentlemen, Clonmel Union, 30th May 1842. 

Herewith I transmit to you Copy Minutes of 28th instant. I am directed to call your 
Attention to the Resolution regarding the Lunatic Paupers. 

***##■** 

I have the Honour, &c. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners. P- J* KEU.Y, _ 

Clerk of the Union. 



Extract from Minutes of Guardians, 28th May 1842 ; enclosed in foregoing Letter. 

Resolved, That the Poor Law Commissioners be requested to obtain, if necessary, and 
give the Guardians the Opinion of the legal Advisers of the Irish Government on that Part 
of the 41st Section of the Poor Law Act for Ireland which authorizes the Guardians to 
take Order for relieving and setting to work such destitute poor Persons as by reason of old 
Age, Infirmity, or Defect may be unable to support themselves. The explanatory Note at 
the Foot of the Clause states “ Defect, including both bodily and mental Defect.’ Paupers 
are entitled to leave the Workhouse on giving Three Hours Notice. By what Authority 
can the Master or the Guardians detain a lunatic or epileptic Pauper who applies to leave 
the Workhouse ? Instances have occurred where lunatic Patients have been sent to t is 
Workhouse from the County Lunatic Asylum. Are the Guardians legally empoweie to 
admit such Cases, and keep them in Confinement, without any other Form than is obseive 
towards an ordinary destitute poor Person? There is no Establishment of Keepeis or pan 
Male Attendants for this Class of Paupers, and no Facilities for the Cure of their om 
plaints; and when any of them are violent it is difficult to manage them, ihe aw 
empowers Two Magistrates to confine in the County Gaol such Lunatics as aie cecare 
upon Oath to be in such a State that it is apprehended they would commit some cumina 
Act if suffered to be at large, but the Guardians are not aware of any legal Enac men 
detaining Lunatics in a Workhouse. 



Letter from the Commissioners to the Guardians of the Clonmel Union. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
Sir, 14th June 1842. 

The Poor Law Commissioners have had under Consideration the Resolution passe a 
Meeting of the Board of Guardians of the Clonmel Union on the 28th ultimo, inc Tj' 
by what Authority the Guardians could empower the Master of the Workhouse to , 
therein an epileptic or lunatic Pauper applying to be discharged, and also as to tie ^ 
sion into the Workhouse of violent Lunatics ; and in reference thereto the 1 > con- 

desire to state that having regard to the 41st Section of the Irish Poor Relief Ac . 
junction with the Order for the Government of the Workhouse, it appears to them ^ 
Guardians have no Authority to restrain such Paupers from leaving the Work o ’ ret j on 
their giving the prescribed Notice to the Master. It is by the Exercise of the . 
vested in Boards of Guardians by the Section above referred to that the Evils a ^ 
veniences attendant upon the Reception of epileptic or violent Paupers into the °g xerc ; se 
be guarded against; and the Commissioners are of opinion that it would be a . s0l j 1 ? Arrange - 
of this Discretion not to receive such Persons into an Establishment where suita fflents 
7 



Printed imdge digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




on the State of the Lunatic Poor in Ireland. 



115 



ts can hardly be made for their proper Treatment and safe Custody, especially as the 
Le islature has provided other and fitter Places for their Reception and Cure. With respect 
Idiots the Commissioners desire to state that as in such Cases Instances of Violence are 
° usual and as in general no skilled Treatment is necessary or can he available for their 
Cure they may be admitted into the Workhouse on the ground of Destitution, according to 
the same Rules which govern the Board of Guardians in the Cases of other Paupers. 



By Order of the Board. 

To the Clerk of the Guardians 
of the Clonmel Union. 



A. Moore, 
Chief Clerk. 
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IX.— Correspondence with the Manager of the Clonmel Lunatic Asylum, County 
of Tipperary. 



Clonmel 
Lunatic Asylum. 



Letter from the Manager of the Clonmel Lunatic Asylum to the Commissioners. 

No. 10,753. D/42. Lunatic Asylum, Clonmel, 

gj r 26th August 1842. 

Will you please to direct the proper Officer to furnish me with the Names of the Poor 

Law Unions in and connected with the County of Tipperary ? 

My Reason for requiring the above Information is to get rid of several Cases deemed 
harmless and incurable, and which can be supported at about Half the Expense within the 
respective Workhouses, inasmuch as that they will require there nothing save Food and 

Cl0,hinE ' I havej &c. 

George Nicholls, Esq., D " 

&c. &c. 8tc. 



Reply to foregoing Letter. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 

g| r 5th September 1842. 

The Poor Law Commissioners acknowledge the Receipt of your Letter of the 26th 
ultimo, requesting to be informed of the Names of Poor Law Unions in and connected with 
tbe County of Tipperary, with the view of transferring from the Clonmel Lunatic Asylum 
to the Workhouses several Cases which are deemed to be harmless and incurable, and the 
Commissioners desire to inform you that the only Unions in the County of Tipperary which 
border upon Clonmel are those of Clogheen, Tipperary, Cashel, and Camck-on-buir. 

The Commissioners are of opinion, that Idiots and harmless Lunatics may be admitted 
into the Workhouse, provided they are destitute, and it is in the Discretion ot the Hoard o 
Guardians so to admit them. The Commissioners are not prepared to say, bowevei , \ 
Cases of this Description con or that they ought to be transferred from the Lunatic As; lam 
to the Workhouse ; no such Transference is contemplated by the Irish Poor ltd el Act 
which provides Workhouse Pielief for the destitute alone, without reference to an, otnei 
Circumstance. 

By Order of the - Board. , 

r, t i.'i .. .. J Arthur Moore, 

Dr. James I lynn, Chief Clerk. 

Lunatic Asylum, Clonmel. 



X. — Correspondence with the Guiitmatts of the Non.™ Duhun Union. 



North Dublin 
Union. 



Communication from the Guardians of the North Dublin Union to the Commission 

No. 4.028. D/41. OfficeofGuat^N^DubiinUnion, 

I amdkected to copy, for your Information, the following Resolution, which passed the 



l mil uirecieu io copy, 101 y 
Board of Guardians Yesterday. Attention nf the Poor Law Com- 

Resolved, That this Board of Guardians beg to cn 1 1 45th Section 

missioners to the important Fact that in the English I admitted into a 

provides that no dangerous Lunatic or Idiot or insane P ^"Sns^ to tfllh Poor 
Workhouse in England or Wales; whereas there are no such Pr °“ would be 

Relief Act. We consider that the Introduction of such a C aus ® . p te „ ers f rora the 
of great Advantage to the well-working of the System, and P™, , orkl)Q[Ises t d r d, a t Descrip- 
very elusive Arrangements Number of Lunatic Asylums 
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tion of Paupers, the more particularly 
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of late Years built all over Ireland, wherein 
for them. 

The Poor Law Commissioners, 

Dublin. 



sufficient Accommodation should be provided 

I have, &c. 

J. H. Crijan, 

Clerk of the Union. 



Reply to the foregoing. 



Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin 
Sir, 11th May 1841. 

The Poor Law Commissioners acknowledge the Receipt of your Letter of the 6th instant 
containing Copy of a Resolution passed by the Board of Guardians of North Dublin Union 
at a Meeting on the 5th instant, expressive of the Guardians Opinion that a Clause should 
be introduced into the Irish Poor Relief Act, similar to that in the Poor Law Amendment 
Act which provides that no dangerous Lunatic or Idiot or insane Person shall be admitted 
into a Workhouse. 

The Commissioners desire to slate that due Attention will be given to the Opinion of the 
Guardians on the Point referred to, whenever an Opportunity snail arise of amending the 
Irish Poor Relief Act. 

By Order of the Board. 

Arthur Moore, 

The Clerk of the Guardians, Chief Clerk. 

North Dublin Union. 



Communication from the Guardians of the North Dublin Union to the Commissioners. 
No. 1458. D/4'2. 

Minute of Board of Guardians, 15th June 1842. 

The Letter received on last Board Day from the Manager of the Richmond District 
Lunatic Asylum on the Subject of removing incurable Lunatics from that Institution to 
Workhouses was ordered to be referred to the Poor Law Commissioners. 



Papers accompanying the foregoing. 



Richmond Lunatic Asylum, 

Gentlemen, 3d June 1842. 

I am directed by the Governors of the Richmond Lunatic Asylum to transmit the 
annexed Communication, the Result of a Conference between the County and City of 
Dublin Grand Juries, in conformity with which a List is enclosed of the harmless and 
incurable Patients at present in the Asylum who appear proper Subjects for Workhouse 
Relief and chargeable in the Dublin Union. 

It will be perceived from the medical Certificate, “ that they are affected with chronic 
Insanity,” and “that being tranquil and harmless, they might with perfect Safety” be placed 
in a Workhouse or any similar Establishment. 

From the crowded State of this Asylum, and the numerous Applications for Admission 
on behalf of curable Patients, whose Cases are greatly aggravated by Delay, the Governors 
are induced to hope that Arrangements will be made for early Removal from this Asylum 
of the Persons in the List belonging to your District. 



To the Board of Guardians of the 
North Dublin Union. 



I am, &c. 

Samuel Wrigley, 

Manager. 



Copy of a Communication to the Governors of the Richmond Lunatic Asylum, being the 
Result of a Conference between the County and City of Dublin Grand Juries. 

“ It being a Matter of general Notoriety that there are at this Time numerous Lunatics 
throughout the County, some in Prison, some in Workhouses, and some at large, who, by 
pioper Treatment in the District Asylum, might be restored to Society, and on whose 
Behalf frequent Application for Admission has been made, but who have not been admitted 
in consequence of the crowded State of the Asylum, we proceeded to make Inquiries as 
to the Reasons of it being so occupied, and we have to report, that Mr. Wrigley, the 
Manager, states that of 292 Inmates now in the Institution no fewer than 150 are declared 
incurable. 

“We cannot but remark, that the Design of the Asylum being to receive only curable 
Cases of Lunacy, it appears to be a Departure from that Design, and to entail a great addi- 
tional Expense on the Counties of the District, that the Asylum should be occupied by 
incurable Lunatics to the Exclusion of Persons who, by timely Treatment, might be 
restored. 

“We have had a Conference with the Deputation from the City Grand Jury on this 
Subject, and Directions have been given that a List should be furnished of such Cases in the 
Institution as are beyond medical Treatment, and are proper Subjects for Workhouses, as 
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also of the Locality to which such Persons belong. And we have to suggest that the Appendix M. 

Governors of the Asylum should communicate with the Guardians of the Unions to which 

such incurable Lunatics as are proper Subjects for Workhouse Relief are properly Insane Persons 
chargeable ; and that Means should be taken to have those Persons removed to their in Workhouses, 
proper Workhouses.” I,elmiL 

(Signed) Geo. A. Hamilton. 

Brabazon.” 

Resolved, That the above be entered on the Minutes, and forwarded to the Governors of 
the Asylum. 



North Dublin 
Union. 



Returns of the Names and late Residence of harmless incurable Patients at present in the 
Richmond District Lunatic Asylum from the City of Dublin, this 24th of May 1842. 



Patients Names. 


Place of Abode 
before Admission. i 


Year of 
Ydmission. 


Patients Names. 


Place of Abode 
before Admission. 


Year of 
Admission. 


Rose Crosbie 


Moore Lane 


1816 


Mary Cullen - 


Fishamble Street 


1S32 


Catherine Doyle - 


Ho. of Industry 


1816 


Margaret Pigott 


Vicar Street 


1832 


Dora Helem 


Templebar 


1818 


John Sweetman 


Arbour Hill 


1833 


Martha Pidgeon - 


High Street 


1819 


William Brice - 


Little Mary St 1 . 


1833 


Michael Carolan - 


Ho. of Industry 


1819 


Emma Gibson - 


Exchange Street 


1833 


Mary Hughes 


Watling Street - 


1820 


Susan Johnston 


Rainsfort Street 


1833 


Eliza Cullen 


Greek Street - 


1821 


Mary Molloy - 


S. Cumberland 


1833 


Mary Kelly 


Dorset Street - 


1821 


Mary Anne Flynn 


Street. 

Lower Jervis St 1 . 


1833 


Nicholas Sweeny - 


Plendrick Street 


1822 


Jane Fitzpatrick 


Smithfield Peni- 


1833 


Matt. O’Neill 


Usher’s Quay - 


1823 


tentiary. 




Eliza Crosbie 


Baggot Street - 


1824 


Anne Nevin 


Ardee Row 


1833 


Ellen East 




1824 


John Anderson - 


Meyler’s Alley - 


1833 




Street. 




Bridget Farrell - 


N. King Street - 


1834 


William O’Connell - 


Ho. of Industry 


1824 


Anne Fitzsim- 


Smithfield Peni- 


1834 


Christiana Robinson 


Holies Street - 


1824 


mons. 


tentiary. 




Eliza Doyle 


Phcenix Street - 


1826 


Eliza Maguire - 


Hoey’s Court - 


1834 


John O’Neil - 


Patrick’s Close - 


1826 


Anne Paterson - 


Catherine's Court 


1834 


Jane Reid 


Black Rock 


1828 


Walter Mooney 


Petticoat Lane - 


1835 


Jane Levings 


Townsend Street 


1828 


John Mooney - 


Saint Michael’s 
Parish. 

New Gate 


1835 


James Pettit 


Kevin Street - 


1828 


Frank Coney - 


1835 


Terence Toole 


S. King Street - 


1829 


John M‘Dermott 


Granby Row - 


1835 


Margaret Hooks - 


Rainsfort Street 


1829 


Peter Lambert - 


Echlin’s Lane - 


1835 


Anne Constant 


Leeson Lane 


1829 


Mary A. Weir - 


Parkgate Street 


1835 


John Magennis 


Braithwaite St 1 . 


1830 


Teresa Kearns - 


Kevin Street 


1835 


Mary Hazzard 


Francis Street - 


1830 


Catherine Aspell 


Cap el Street 


1836 


Eliza Stoker 


Bolton Street - 


1830 


Margaret Talbott 


4 Y r , Dublin 


1836 


Thomas Sharkey - 


N. King Street - 


1830 


Rich d Cummins 


James Street - 


1837 


Frank Mainwaring - 


Bloomfield, Mer- 


1831 


Catherine Geary 


L. Abbey Street 


1837 


John Sherlock 


Church Street - 


1831 


Moses Burrows 


Patrick Street - 


1837 


John Ward 


Watling Sreet - 


1831 


Maria Hod gens 


N.William Street 


1837 


Martin Tunbridge - 


Whitefriar Street 


1831 


Bridget Fullam 


Patrick’s Close - 


1837 


Michael Byrne 


Lalov’s Hill 


1831 


Michael Driscoll 


Fishamble Street 


1838 


Patt. Byrne 


New Row 


1831 


MaryA.Donnelly 


Dublin 


1838 


James Carton 


Little Mary St 1 . 


1832 


James Kenna - 


Love Lane 


1838 


William Kirwiu 


Rainsfovt Street 


1832 


Wm. Thornhill - 


Fisher’s Lane - 


1839 


Mary Boucher 


Mecklinburg St 1 . 


1832 


Watt Bourke - 


New Gate 


1839 



I certify that the above-named Individuals are affected with chronic Insani ty, and th at 
being tranquil and harmless they might with perfect Safety be placed m a Workhouse 
or any similar Establishment. JoHK Mo] _ LAN , M .D. 
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Appendix to Evidenoe bepoee Select Committee 



Appendix M. 

Insane Persons 
in Workhouses, 
Ireland. 

North Dublin 
Union. 



Return of the Names and late Residence of harmless incurable Patients at present i \, 
Richmond Lunatic Asylum from the County of Dublin, this 24th of May 1842 ° 



Patients Names. 


Place of Abode 
before Admission. 


Year of 
Admission. 


Patients Names. 


Place of Abode 
before Admission. 


Year of 
Admission. 


Charles King 


Rush 


1825 


Mary Anne Gor- 


Rathmines 


1833 


John Brewster - ; 


Island Bridge - 


1828 


man. 




Mary Keogh 


Kimmage 


1828 


Anne Trevors - 


Finglass 


1833 


Mary Barker 


Phibsboro’ Iload 


1830 


Peter Evors 


Malahide 


1834 


Thomas Davis - 


Mount Pleasant 


1832 


Mary Doyle 


Rathmines 


1836 


Elizabeth Archer 


Skerries 


1832 


Margaret Byrne 


Kilmainham 


1839 



I certify, that the above-named Individuals are affected with chronic Insanity, and that 
being tranquil and harmless they might with perfect Safety be placed in a Workhouse 
or any similar Establishment. 

John Mollan, M.D. 



Letter from the Commissioners to the Guardians of the North Dublin Union. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 

r Sir, 28th June 1842. 

The Poor Law Commissioners have had under consideration Minutes of Proceedings of 
the Board of Guardians of the North Dublin Union on the 15th Instant, containing a 
Resolution referring to the Commissioners a Letter received by the Guardians from'the 
Manager of the Richmond District Lunatic Asylum requesting that Arrangements might be 
made by the Board of Guardians to receive into the Workhouse a large Number of the 
incurable Lunatics who are now kept in the Lunatic Asylum; and in reference thereto the 
Commissioners desire to state that they cannot recommend the Guardians to accede to that 
Request. 

I he unfortunate Persons whom it is proposed to transfer to the Workhouse ought to be 
the Inmates of an Institution which would admit of such Arrangements as their peculiar Case 
requires. In the Workhouse these Arrangements could not be made without much Expense 
and Difficulty, and the incurable Lunatics drafted from Time to Time from the Richmond 
Asylum would soon constitute a large and permanent Class in the Workhouse, to the Detri- 
ment of the primary Object of the Establishment, which is the Relief and Prevention of 
Pauperism under ordinary Circumstances. 

By Order of the Board. 

C. Walmisley, 

io the Clerk to the Board of Guardians First Clerk, 

of the North Dublin Union. 



Communication from the Guardians of the North Dublin Union to the Commissioners. 

n , No. 8441. D/43. North Dublin Union, 

Gentlemen, lst May 1843 . 

i am directed by the Board of Guardians to send you the following Copy of a Report 
W 11C .', 1 le y lav ® received from Dr. Kirkpatrick, with a Request that the Subject may be fully 
considered, and Information afforded to the Board, who are of opinion that a Workhouse is 
not suited to such Cases. * 

Report. 

,,, “ T Dr - Kirkpatrick requests the Attention of the Board of Guardians to the Subject of 
una ics in the Institution. It is to be feared that with our present Arrangements no 
degree ot Attention or Zeal on the Part of the Medical Officer can be followed by Improve- 
) in is ass. Ihe only Place that can be set apart for their Accommodation is most 
unht tor a permanent Residence, and is found to disagree greatly. In addition, the Persons 
m charge are necessarily wanting in the Skill and Intelligence requisite for such a Duty, 
and are more disposed to resort to violent Measures than to endeavour to obtain a Mastery 
h ° S f, U „, er th ?! r Charge by Firmness and Kindness. The greatest Difficulty at present 
r 0 c S U ’n i C • having the more violent Cases removed to the Richmond Asylum, as no 
f l V 1 admitted unless a Certificate is given that it is not incurable ; it would there- 
fore be most desirable if some Arrangement could be made to have the Class of decided 
i^unatics removed from the Establishment altogether, as any Treatment adopted under 

existing Circumstances must be unsatisfactory.” 

t} r /-i • ■ I have the Honour, &c. 

me ioor Law Commissioners, Dublin. J. H. Crean, Clerk. 
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Reply to foregoing Communication. Appendix M. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, Insane Persons 
Sir, 9th May 1843. in Workhouses, 

I am directed by the Poor Law Commissioners to acknowledge the Receipt of your Letter Ireland. 

of the 1st Instant, transmitting a Copy of a Report from Dr. Kirkpatrick relative to the 

Lunatics who are at present Inmates of the Workhouse of the North Dublin Union, and I N° BTH Dublin 
am to state for the Information of the Board of Guardians that a Copy of your Communi- Union. 
cation has been forwarded to the Chief Secretary for Ireland, in the hope that some more 
satisfactory Arrangement may be made than that which now exists in Ireland for the Care 
of the Class of Poor referred to. 

I am, &c. 

The Clerk to the Board of Guardians A. Moore, 

of the North Dublin Union. Chief Clerk. 



XI. Correspondence with the Under Secretary for Ireland and the Guardians, 

&c. of the South Dublin Union. 



South Dublin 
Union. 



Communication from the Under Secretary for Ireland to the Commissioners. 



No. 5729. D/40. 

My dear Nicholls, Dublin Castle, 5th October 1840. 

Will you look at the enclosed Case, especially as regards the Assertion at A., and let me 
have a Line from you upon it. 

Very truly yours, 

G. Nicholls, Esq. N. H. Macdonald. 



Enclosure in foregoing Letter. 



Metropolitan Police Office, Castle, 

3d October 1 840. 

The Commissioners of the Metropolitan Police beg to state, that Yesterday Evening, 
between Four and Five o’Clock, a Lunatic named James Tandy was taken to the Station- 
house in Chancery Lane, for attempting to strip himself in the Lower Castle Yard; and on 
being brought before the Magistrates of the Head Office this Morning, they decided that as 
the Man, although insane, was not a dangerous Lunatic, they had not the Power of com- 
mitting him to a Lunatic Asylum ; and, in consequence, the Commissioners directed that he 
should be taken to the South Union Poorhouse, into which, however, he was refused Admit- 
tance, and he is obliged, therefore, to be supported by the Police Funds until Instructions 
are received as to his Disposal. In London all destitute Persons brought by the Police are 
immediately admitted into the Poorhouse, and it would be extremely desirable if a similar 
Regulation were adopted in this City. 

John L. O’Ferrall. 

The Under Secretary. 



1 * 



Letter from the Commissioners to the Under Secretary for Ireland in reply to the 
foregoing. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
Sir, 6th October 1840. 

The Poor Law Commissioners have to acknowledge the Receipt of your Letter of the 
5th instant, addressed to Mr. Nicholls, together with the Letter from Mr. J. L. O Ferrali 
which accompanied it, relative to the Case .of James Tandy, a Lunatic, who appears to have 
been found in a State of Destitution by the Police, and subsequently to have been refused 
Admission to the Workhouse of South Dublin Union when brought there for that 1 urpose, 
and they desire to inform you that the Attention of the Guardians has been directed to t e 
Case, as in them all Admissions to the Workhouse are vested ; and the Commissioners ave 
no doubt that the Guardians, on receiving a Representation from the Police Aut onties, 
will give Directions for the Admission to the House of such proper Objects as may e sent 
to them. The Commissioners have to observe, that in London it is notorious that very 
improper Obiects are frequently sent by the Magistrates for Admission to the nion or 
houses, whom the Guardians, in the legal Exercise of their Discretion, dec me o receive, 
although they readily admit all suitable and proper Objects. 



N. PI. Macdonald, Esq. ? 
&c. &c. &c. 



By Order of the Board. 

W. Stanley, 

Assistant Secretary. 
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Letter from the Commissioners to the Guardians of the South Dublin Union 
Copy of the foregoing Paper by Mr. O’Ferrall, 



enclosing 



Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin 
Sir, _ 6th October 1840. ’ 

The Poor Law Commissioners desire to forward, for the Consideration of the Board of 
Guardians of South Dublin Union, the enclosed Copy of a Letter addressed to the Under 
Secretary by Mr. J. L. O’Ferrall, relative to a Lunatic named James Tandy, who appears 
to have been found in the Streets by the Police in a State of Destitution, and subsequently 
to have been refused Admittance into the Union Workhouse; and the Commissioners 
suggest to the Guardians the Expediency of their ordering the Lunatic to be admitted to the 
House if brought there again for that Purpose. 

By Order of the Board. 

W. Stanley, 

The Clerk of the Guardians, Assistant Secretary. 

South Dublin Union. 



XII. — Correspondence with the Guardians, &c. of the Dunshaughlin Union. 



Minute of the Board of Guardians of the Dunshaughlin Union, 5th July 1842. 

No. 8484. D/42. 

The following Letter from the Manager of the Richmond Lunatic Asylum was ordered 
to be entered on the Minutes and forwarded to the Commissioners : — 



Richmond Lunatic Asylum, Dublin, 

Gentlemen, 1st July 1842. 

I am directed by the Governors of this Asylum to transmit enclosed ^ List of the harm- 
less and incurable Patients at present in this Asylum who appear proper Subjects for 
Workhouse Relief, and chargeable on the County of Meath. 

It will be perceived by the Medical Certificate that they are affected with chronic In- 
sanity, and that, being tranquil and harmless, they might with perfect Safety be placed in 
a Workhouse or any similar Establishment. 

From the crowded State of this Asylum, and the numerous Applications for Admission 
on behalf of curable Patients, whose Cases are greatly aggravated by Delay, the Governors 
are induced to hope that Arrangements will be made for the early Removal from this 
Asylum of the Persons in the List who belong to your Portion of the Districts. 

I am further instructed to observe, that the proposed Measure will be the means of 
effecting a great Saving to the County, as the Expense of Maintenance in a Lunatic 
Asylum must necessarily far exceed that in a Poorhouse. 



To the Board of Guardians, 
Dunslaughlin. 



I am, &c. 

Samuel Wrigly, 

Manager. 



I certify that the above-named Individuals are affected with chronic Insanity ; and that, 
being tranquil and harmless, they might with perfect Safety be placed in a Workhouse or 
any similar Establishment. 

(Signed) John Mollin, M.D. 



Letter from the Commissioners to the Guardians of the Dunshaughlin Union, so far as 
relates to the Subject of the Order. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
tVt> to • 18th July 1842. 

u , oor f ^ aw Commissioners have had under Consideration Minutes of Proceedings of 
the Board of Guardians of the Dunshaughlin Union on the 5th instant ; and with reference 
to the Letter addressed to die Board of Guardians by the Manager of the Richmond 
Lunatic Asylum, containing a Request that Arrangements may be made for the Removal 
a Number of the incurable Patients at present in that Institution to the Workhouse of 
the Union, the Commissioners desire to state, that they cannot recommend the Guardians 
to accede to that Request. The unfortunate Persons whom it is proposed to transfer to 
the Workhouse ought to be the Inmates of an Institution which would admit of such 
Arrangements as their peculiar Case requires. In the Workhouse these Arrangements 
could not be made without much Expense and Difficulty; and the incurable Lunatics 
drafted from Time to Time from the Richmond Asylum would soon constitute a large and 

5 permanent 
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permanent Class in the Workhouse to the Detriment of the primary Object of the Estab- 
lishment, which is the Relief and Prevention of Pauperism under ordinary Circumstances. 
*♦*#**# 

By Order of the Board. 

Arthur Moore, 

To the Clerk to the Board of Guardians, Chief Clerk. 

Dunshaughlin Union. 



XIII.— Correspondence with the Guardians of the Kilmallock Union. 



Minute of the Board of Guardians of the Kilmallock Union, 16th February 1843. 

No. 3172. D/43. 

Mr. Laffan and Mr. Henebry, the Two Guardians, Electoral Division of Galbally, 
applied to the Board on behalf of a distressed Family in their District, the Father of which 
is insane and violent, but not incurable, stating that Application was made to the County 
Asylum for Admission, and no Room being there the Governor said that if the Kilmallock 
Board would admit a quiet Maniac out of the Asylum into the Workhouse he would take 
this distressed poor Man into the Asylum. 

The Board having taken this Matter into consideration, 

It was moved by Mr. Laffan, seconded by Mr. Henebry, That under the Circumstances of 
this distressed poor Family, “ namely, Patrick Noonan of Galbally,” the Board consent to 
receive a quiet Lunatic from the County Asylum, chargeable to the Electoral Division of 
Galbally by Consent of the Two Guardians, in place of the said Patrick Noonan: 
Agreed to. 

That the Master is empowered to write to the Governor of the County Asylum, agreeable 
to the above Resolution, and to admit the Person from the County Asylum. 



Letter from the Commissioners to the Guardians of the Kilmallock Union, so far as 
relates to the Subject of the Order. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
Sir, 1st March 1843. 

* * * * * ' * # With reference to the proposed Admission of a quiet 

Lunatic from the County Lunatic Asylum on condition that a violent Lunatic resident in 
the Galbally Electoral Division be received into the Asylum, I am to state the Commis- 
sioners apprehend that such an Arrangement would be inconsistent with the Provisions of 
the Irish Poor Relief Act, and that the Board of /Guardians cannot charge to any particular 
Electoral Division the Cost of the Maintenance of a Pauper who did not at the Time of 
his Admission reside in such Electoral Division. 

I am, &c. 

To the Clerk to the Board of Guardians Arthur Moore, 

of the Kilmallock Union. Chief Clerk. 



XIV. — Amended Return respecting Insane Persons in the Wexford Union. 



— Amended Return received pn the 27ih June 1843, after the Return of 
May to the Order of the House of Lords dated 25th April 3 843 had been made. 



Wexford Union. 

30th 

No. 12,284. D/43. 

1. The Number of insane Persons for 

whom Accommodation is provided 
in the Workhouse. 

2. Total Number of insane Persons con- 

fined in the Workhouse on the 
1st January 1843. 

3. State \vhat Provision is made in the 

Workhouse for the medical Care 
and Superintendence of such in- 
sane Persons. 



Six Cells for Idiots; there is no Provision 
for the Accommodation of Lunatics. 

One Idiot. 

None in particular ; but the Medical Officer 
prescribes for them, and directs their 
Treatment. 

Francis Furlong, 

Clerk of the Union. 

R. Cardiff, M.D., L.R.C.S.I. 

Medical Officer of the Workhouse, 
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Physician’s Case Book of the 





and Residence- 


Sox. 


Ago. 


Single 

married. 


No. of 
Children. 


Occupation. 


Degrco 

of 

Education. 




I-Iahits 

of 

Life. 


Original 

Disposition 

Intellect. 


Duration of Disorder 
on Admission. 




s-l 

£ 


ft 

■“Oh 

£ 


Date 

of 

Attack 


Number of 
previous 
Attacks, 
and their 
Duration. 


Duration 

of 

present 

Attack. 
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Appendix N. 2. 



Morning Statement Book of the 



District Lunatic Asylum, 



Day of 



Return of Patients. 



Males. Fcm. Total. 



In the Asylum on Yesterday 
Admitted this Day 



Total 



Discharged recovered 

Do. relieved, and on Trial 
unrelieved— taken bv 
Friends 
incurable 
Died - - - 



Do. 

Do. 



Remaining 



Distribution by Counties. 

Fi'om County 



Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 



Total 



Patients under medical Treatment 
„ under Restraint 
„ employed 
Servants - 



Name and 
[Description of Patients]! 
admitted, discharged, 
or who havo died, 

other Observations. 



| Name of Patients) 
under 
Restraint 



Nature of Restraint. 



(Signed) 



Manager. 
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District Lunatic Asylum. 



| Apparent or alleged 
Causes. 


Form of 
Mental 
Disorder. 


Particular 

Propensities 

Hallu- 
cinations. i 


Bodily 
Disorder 
(if any) 
apparently 
connected 
with the 
Insanity. 


_ Changes j 
in Form of 
Disorder 

Asylum. 


Date 

of 

Admission. : 


Date 

of 

Discharge. 


Result. 


of Death, 

Outline of 
post mortem 
Appear- 


{Outline , 
of 1 

Medical 
Treatment. 


Disorders 

occurring 

Asylum, 
registered 
Sick List. 


{General 


; Predisposing. 


Exciting. 


Hereditary. 


Other. 






















l i i i 

• If this Space be insufficient, continue the Description 
in Appendix, referring by Page and Number. 

i 1 1 1 


t Should this Space prove insufficient for an Outline of 
Medical Treatment, the Report to be continued in 
Appendix, making reference to such by Pnge or 
Number in this Sheet 




!i 

1 

oi' 

If j 
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Appendix O. 



Abstract of tbe 
Census of Ireland 
for the Year 1841. 



Abstract of the Census of Ireland for the Year 1841. 



Provinces, 

Counties, and Towns. 


Houses. 


Families. 


Persons. 




Uninhabited. | 


Total. 


Males. 


Females. 


Total. 


Inhabited. 


Built. 


Build- 

ing. 




Carlow - 


14,008 


509 


45 


14,562 


15,210 


42,428 


43,800 


86,228 




Drogheda Town 


2,9 95 


396 


38 


3,429 


3,566 


7,646 


8,615 


16,261 




Dublin City 


20,109 


1,561 


101 


21,771 


49,51 1 


104,630 


128,096 


232,726 




Dublin 


22,112 


1,441 


136 


23,689 


26,765 


66,300 


73,747 


140,047 




Kildare - 


18,556 


716 


116 


19,388 


20,338 


58,030 


56,458 


114,488 




Kilkenny City - 


3,057 


285 


15 


3,357 


3,931 


8,765 


10,806 


19,071 


P 


Kilkenny 


29,090 


801 


90 


29,981 


30,874 


90,349 


93,000 


183,349 




King’s 


24,534 


932 


118 


25,584 


26,683 


72,651 


74,206 


146,857 




Longford 


19,195 


600 


64 


19,859 


20,579 


57,610 


57,881 


115,491 




Loutii 


19,861 


890 


60 


20,811 


21,029 


54,651 


57,328 


111,979 




Meatii 


30,785 


877 


98 


31,760 


32,737 


92,494 


91,334 


183,828 




Queen’s 


25,438 


853 


117 


26,408 


27,442 


76,403 


77,527 


153,930 




Westmeath 


24,002 


687 


114 


24,803 


25,693 


70,383 


70,917 


141,300 




Wexford 


33,507 


1,108 


103 


34,718 


36,594 


97,918 


104,115 


202,033 




-Wicklow 


19,210 


664 


57 


19,931 


21,182 


63,489 


62,654 


126,143 




Total 


30 6,459 


12,320 


1,272 


320,051 


362,134 


963,747 1 


1,009,984 


1,973,731 




Clare - - 


44,870 


1,048 


181 j 


46,099 


48,981 


144,109 


142,285 


286,394 




Cork City 


8,773 


1,316 


24 


10,113 


16,499 


35,489 


45,231 


80,720 




Cork 


121,510 


3,688 


162 


125,360 


133,295 


385,062 


388,336. 


773,398 


W 


Kerry 


46,628 


1,434 


169 


48,231 


51,593 1 


147,307 


146,573 


293,880 


so < 


Limerick City - 


5,255 


596 


15 


5,866 


9,686 


21,436 


26,955 


48,391 


a 


Limerick 


42,872 


972 


98 


43,942 


46,652 


140,561 


141,077 


281,638 


S 


Thferary 


66,384 


2,020 


246 


68,650 


74,570 


216,650 


218,903 


435,553 




Waterford City 


2,978 


153 


19 


3,150 


5,347 


10,227 


12,989 


23,216 




Waterford 


25,367 


778 


109 


26,254 


28,531 


85,349 


87,622 


172,971 




Total 


364,637 


12,005 


1,023 


377,665 


415,154 


1,186,190 


1,209,971 


2,396,161 




Antrim 


47,880 


2,674 


41 


50,595 


50,910 


133,213 


142,975 


276,188 




Armagh 


41,297 


2,186 


93 


43,576 


43,175 


113,892 


118,501 


232,393 




Belfast Town - 


10,906 


1,906 


63 


12,875 


15,172 


34,858 


40,450 


75,308 




Carrickfercus • 


1,563 


118 


- 


1,681 


1,865 


4,320 


5,059 


9,379 


W 


Cavan - 


40,964 


1.3J9 


70 


42,383 


42,592 


120,814 


122,344 


243,158 


W S 


Donegal 


51,389 


2,088 


26 


53,503 


53,899 


145,821 


150,627 


296,448 


E> j 


Down 


65,102 


3,635 


153 


68,890 ! 


68,153 


173,538 


187,908 


361,446 




Fermanagh 


26,796 


1,005 


43 


27,844 I 


28,654 


76,982 


79,499 


156,481 




Londonderry 


38,657 


2,359 


28 


41,044 


41,114 


106,825 


1 15,349 


222,174 j 




Monaghan 


35,078 


1,362 


45 


36,485 


36,934 


98,071 


102,371 


200,442 




Tyrone 


54,919 


2,908 


64 


57,891 


57,337 


153,463 


159,493 


312,956 




Total 


414,551 


| 21,590 


626 


436,767 


439,805 


1,161,797 


1,224,576 


2,386,373 . 


H' 


"Galway Town - 


2,143 


349 


12 


2,504 


3,713 


7,989 


9,286 


17,275 




Galway - 


71,182 


1,527 


181 


72,890 


74,655 


211,575 


211,348 


422,923 


C3 


Leitrim 


25,912 


712 


25 


26,649 


27,192 


77,501 


77,796 


155,297 


S5 


Mayo 


68,421 


2,059 


73 


70,553 


70,938 


194,198 


194,689 


388,887 


O 


Roscommon 


44,088 


926 


55 


45,069 


46,387 


127,016 


126,573 


253,589 




L s ™“ - 


31,496 


731 


46 


32,273 


32,939 


89,616 


91,386 


iai’002 




Total 


243,242 


6,304 


392 


249,938 


255,824 


707,895 


711,078 


1,418,973 


General Total 


1,328,889 


52,219 


3,313 


1,384,421 


1,472,917 


4,019,629 


4,155,609 


8,175,238 



The above Abstract of the more general Results has been prepared in consequence of an unforeseen Delay in the 
printing of the detailed Returns and Report. 



Census Office, Dublin Castle, 
22d April 1843. 



Wm. Tiohe Hamilton, 1 

Henry John Brownrigg, >■ Commissioners. 

Thos. A. Larcom, J 
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Appendix P. 



Abstract of Returns showing the Number of Pauper Lunatics and Idiots chargeable 
to Parishes in each Union in England and Wales in the Month of August 184*2 ; 
distinguishing the Number of each Sex, whether dangerous to themselves or others, 
where maintained, and the Average weekly Cost per Head for Maintenance and 
Clothing, &c. 



(193.— App.) 



Ff 4 
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Appendix to Evidence- before Select Committee 
Appendix P. 




Proportion per Cent, to Number of Paupers relieved 
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to Parishes in each Union, in the Month of August, 1S42. 



. Average weekly Cost per 

•2 Head of Maimenance 
^ and- Clotliing. 

&& m£«l 1 J , “- 1 Av °- 

O IffifiS. House. whete - r -W- 



) 9 OJ 8 54 
12 0 10 10 
H 8-1 8 74 
9 04 8 « 

« SJ 9 1 

7 8 

9 21 10 0 

10 9 10 51 

9 0 OS $ 
9 0 8 01 

S 34 8 G 
98 a 111 

11 0 8 24 

9 0} 

9 0 8 ill 

11 9J 10 3 

12 0411 0£ 

1 8 101 8 0 



17 

87 

92 
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APPENDIX R. Appendix e. 

Plans of 

Union Workhouses 
in Ireland. 

I lans of Union Workhouses in Ireland. 



Return to an Order of the Right Honourable the House of Lords, 
dated 7th August 1843; for,— 



A Ground Plan, and One Pair 
Accommodation of 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 



Plan, and Plan of the Site of a Building erected for the 
2,000 Persons. 



- 


Ditto 


- 


- 


- 1,600 


Do. 


- 


Ditto 


- 


- 


- 1,000 


Do. 


- 


Ditto 




- 


800 


Do. 


- 


Ditto 


- 


- 


600 


Do. 


- 


Ditto 


- 


- 


400 


Do. 



Also, 

Two Elevations of the Rear of the Workhouse, showing the Elevation of the Idiot Wards 
on each Side of the Infirmary Building. 



Poor Law Commission Office, 
Somerset House, 8th August 1843. 



Edwin Chadwick, 

Secretary. 



( 1 93. — App.) 



Gg 2 
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Appendix to Evidence before Select Committee, &c. 



Appendix It. 
Plans of 

Union Workhouses 
in Ireland. 



Appendix R — continued. 



A Report relating to Plans of the different sized Union Workhouses in Ireland by George 
Wilkinson, Esquire, Architect to the Poor Law Commission. 

Gentlemen, Dublin, 5th August 1843. 

Accompanying are Seven Sets of Plans of the different sized Union Workhouses erected 
in Ireland. 

The Drawings which have been prepared are as follows: — 

Ground Plan and One Pair Plan and Plan of the Site of a Building erected for the 



Accommodation of 


- 


2,000 


Persons. 


Ditto - 


Ditto - of a Building for 


1,600 


Do. 


Ditto - 


Ditto - - 


1,200 


Do. 


Ditto - - - 


Ditto - 


1,000 


Do. 


Ditto - 


Ditto - - 


800 


Do. 


Ditto - 


Ditto - 


600 


Do. 


Ditto - 


Ditto - 


400 


Do. 



Accompanying are also Two Elevations of the Rear of the Workhouse, showing the 
Elevation of the Idiot Wards on each Side of the Infirmary Building, — the Houses erected 
for 800 Persons and upwards having a Second Floor to the Idiot Wards. Those erected 
for 700 Persons and below that Accommodation have no Second Floor. 

The Arrangements of the Plan have been made with reference to a Class of Idiot 
Paupers or Lunatics not dangerous. 

I have, &c. 

The Poor Law Commissioners. (Signed) George Wilkinson. 
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UNION WORKHOUSES 
I R E L A N D, 

PLAN OF A WORKHOUSE FOR THE ACCOMMODATION. 
OF 800 PERSONS. 

PLAN OP THE HOUSE ERECTED AT CASTLE BLANEV. 





Ordered by LheTloime of Commons to be printed 24- Augnst.1843 

Jam es SLuke J. Hansard.. PnrUers 
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CASTLEBLANEY UNION WORKHOUSE 

PLAN OF THE SITE. 



I 

Ordered by the House of Commons to lie printed 24- August J 843 
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UNION WORKHOUSES 
IRELAND. 

PLAN ofa WORKHOUSE for the ACCOMMODATION 
of 400 PERSONS. 

PLAN OFA HOUSE BUILT AT STRANORLAR. 



Ordered by the House of Commons to be printed 24- Angast.1843 

James &LukeJ. Bansari. Printer.- 
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STRANORLAR UNION WORKHOUSE, 
P LAN OF THE SITE. 



Area, 6, 0, 0 Statute Measure. 




( ^25 ) Ordered by die House of Commons to be printed24August,18iS 

James SlukeJ £amarj , Procters. 
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The Rad toting tirrangmt.eaC of t At* Hon will be- seen- on inspection, to 
differ materia ily from those upon the, Panopticon principle,, where, tAe Kadii are, 
either brought close, together fc Joined to a- central Building, or so nearer approxi- 
mated that they crowd and Hock- up each other- thus depriving the rooms of^-- 
proper tight and air, re,h tiering them gloomy & iuvwh olsomp,- ai-so the centre Biuldmq 
being traversed in every direction-) ii can have, no aonve-nien.ee in. it seif, and thus be- 
comes scarcely more than a coins nan Passage . 

The Asybuen, at Bodmin, is one of the- tix-stancc,s in, 
poini-i and several others might be- addnec-d. 

The object- therefore- of placing ait the Buildings 
so as to admit, of Hrnu-U.anc.ous inspection mag- be deemed- 
tinprouficabti , and it might moreover be. pronounced almost useless, for the- in,-- 
r nates being disposed- into numerous classes, each, having ii-s own Superintend 
dcunt, it onds / ' reenttcros to bring Lhc- whole of these am dec a. ready ge-ne rat. in- 




spection-. 

With- this ideov the P7.a.-n- of ( fie D crons As pi urn has been- formed-, in 
which, it is so a,rranged that each Keeper ha .vj from his position . am entire inspection 
and command- of his class,- a-iul ail- th c- Keepers aere, brought- -within- the nearest 
posse ble reach and, controut- of the c,hir,f du-pcrinteivd-arLt,- so that- ivithi-n a very 
■'united, circuzt: he m ay take, a, rtc,w of then o a.nd tin'- -whole c sla.bli shmenlj gor- 
tzeuiarip those- parts tvhielv require- most his attention,- and- vigilance.. 

This Plan, i s also free- from- the. objection. - which- applies to the- cccic-nd.ed 
reei-gjng ui-a. r asm uge-ruen t , tic most- of which, ii, is nscssary to go through- tht whole. \ 
range in. pasting from one extremity to the, other; involving ih.e, in convenience- of the 
greot distance- to be- trave-rsed-. besides the. stiff- greater objection- of passing through 
and disturbing tht- Patients 
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Z7w. annexed dh.etches will serve to ricemprify the- principle,, as applied 
to Buildings of grant ctrtent- and importance, -which- rein he, readily referred to. 

One, main difficulty tn.. fanning the Flan of arc- Jsyhcm, is to bring tic 
«$<** tor the Supply and management of theJisLa.biishmcnt- info a central, post-- 
tmv, nit haul. mount hering or interfering with (he convenient. cot mu uni rati <m, of the 
surtvnn ding parts, and (he Governing .DcfuiHenen t, which must aleobe.ee/iiral. 

These combined- abject* have, been, effected- in the Devon- asylum, by means oftheeres- 
iw.nl ; -whir'll- brings the Patients Bail ding sin to ready cionm. imitation with the centre,, 
without crowding or confusion,, 'thus the Batch en, department is so placed, as to be na- 
iler the ’immediate sarreil/anrs of the principal, officers, and m- the- m cat, con venient, 
position jor dist-n.hu ting the supplies,- the diningrooms bring all comprised- vn the sur- 
uninding crescent,- also this department , bring rcnd-cr'cl qniti distinct and separate 
fnnn ait others, can three be. earned- on ivit h. ovet inter feren ce-y and. therefore more rj 
nennt/y a s to ecouom.y- despatch, tec . to which its internal a/rangemewri* arc esperial/r 
•u'lupUd . These ifuild//, .js are alt hept low. so as not to choke rap the. area of the merer t. 

The. ar/an gen-cent for the admission and dismissal of Patients is pm tided 
tor in the co/tncclittq nine/*, /br/ning the base fine of the crescent .- and thus avoids any 
mterre/rw/rr, with. the. rest ot '(he Building and' Us mo n age nun t . 

The HVngs,pn>/crting from ■ (he ends of the crescent . con tain work £ store rooms, at rite 
extremities of which are separate dwellings, one Ibrthe Chaplain and the other for the (Super* 
intend ant- of Works. She low ranges’ of Building rod cndi/ig frionthcse, comprise, i/ts Brew house.. 
Wash, houoes, hauitdey and. other necessary appendages 

The, Sciic bring on, (he, declivity of a hid brings these. Buildings on a lower level, 
so that the Fa (rinds Bail din gs have their entire height aibovz them, bring raised, on a. 
Basement story in rtxmt, contaiturut much additional acco/nmodatio/i. 

The. total wpen se oftlusFlan- mil amount to about £ 100 per patient, which 
is by far the lowest, average of anf Braiding of this class, more, particularly w/un it is con-- 
sidsrcL thut. the. accornmodaiiimare beyond, the. average in, rectc/il and quality- and the consrizc- 
dan, is of the, mast, substantial character. 
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GENERAL INDEX 



TO 



THE PRINCIPAL MATTERS 

PRECEDED BY 



A LIST OF WITNESSES. 



(193 Ind.) 



M 
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LIST OF WITNESSES. 



Blake, The Right Honourable Anthony Richard, One of the Commissioners for ' 
inquiring into the State of the Poor Law in Ireland, 

Clarke, The Reverend Edward Marmaduke, Chaplain and local Inspector of 
the County of Donegal Gaol at Lifford, 



Page. 

22 . 



79. 



Conolly, John, Esq., M.D., Superintendent of Hanwell Lunatic Asylum, - - 88. 



Phelan, Denis, Esq., Member of the London College of Surgeons, &c., and ) gj 
Governor of the District Asylum for Tipperary, - - - - J 

White, Francis, Esq., M.D., Inspector General of Prisons, - - 3. 35. 



Witnesses examined before the Select Committee of the House of Commons on 
Medical Charities, Ireland, 1843. 



Cusack, James William, Esq., M.D., 


App. A. 1. 


p. 4, 5. 


Ferguson, Sir Robert Alexander, Bart., M.P., 


App. A. 1. 


p. 14, 15. 


Jacob, John, Esq., - 


App. A. 1. - 


p. 3, 4. 


Kidd, William Lodge, Esq., - 


App. A. 1. 


p. 8 to 14. 


Macartney, George, Esq., - 


App. A. 1. 


p.4. 


Monteagle, The Lord, 


App. A. 1. - 


p. 15 to 24. 


Norreys, Sir Denham Jephson, Bart, M.P., 


App. A. 1. 


p. 25, 26. 


Nugent, Morgan Delvin, Esq., M.D., 


App. A. 1. 


p. 25. 


Phelan, Denis, Esq., - 


App. A 1. - 


p. 5 to 8. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




GENERAL INDEX. 



A. 



General Heads. 



Name of Witness and Number of Question. 

Accounts. ( See Returns.) 

Act of Parliament, 1 & 2 Viet. Cap. 27., the Object ) 

and Origin of, - - j White, 



■ Abuses of the, 

- Observations of Dr. Mollan on, 



- Increase of Number of Lunatics i 
the, - 



Prisons since 



-{ 

lince^f 



White, 

Clarke, 

White, 

White, 

Blake, 

Phelan, 

Clarke, 

Clarke, 



Value of, in some Cases, 

(See Appendix A. 2. p. 26, 27.) 

Appendix A. 1. to U. - ... Appendix, 

List of, - - Appendix, 

Armagh Lunatic Asylum, Accumulation of Incurables in, Phelan, 
(See District Lunatic Asylums. Prisons. Work- 
houses. List of Appendix.) 

Asylums, as to the Number of Patients which they should l „ 

contain, . . - - -f C °™Uy< 

Importance of Ventilation and Cheerfulness in the - ) r 

architectural Arrangements of, - -J Conolly, 

local, which do not come under the Head of Dis - 1 White, 

trict Lunatic Asylums, Prisons, or Workhouses, - J Phelan, 

Names of, - - - White, 

improper Restraint practised in, from the Im - 1 t>, , 

perfection of the System of, - - - j ^ helatl) 

Private. (See Private Lunatic Asylums.) 

Attendants, as to, in District Lunatic Asylums, Prisons, 
and Workhouses. ( See District Lunatic Asy- 
lums. Prisons. Workhouses.) 

Expediency of establishing Schools for training for 

Lunatic Asylums. (See Schools.) 



120 . 

118 to 122. 

762. 

125. 

118 to 126. 172. 
263, 264. 

540, 541. 

762. 

762. 

p. 1 to 163. 

p. 1, 2. 

613. 



202 to 210. 
554 to 571. 
338. 



B. 



Ballina Union Workhouse, Plans of, 



•{ 



App. R. , 
b. c. 



* }p. 137 to 139. 



Belfast Lunatic Asylum, Proportion of Lunatics em- ) w ,., Q0 

ployed and unemployed in, - - - J 1 ’ yy ‘ 

Blake, The Right Honourable Anthony Richard, One of i 

the Commissioners for Inquiry into the State of > - - - 217 1 

the Poor Law in Ireland, Evidence of, - -J 



c. 

Carew, Lord, Correspondence of, with the Lord Chancellor ) -m*.. 

of Ireland, as to Wexford Local Lunatic Asylum, - J ’ 

(See Wexford.) 

Carlow Lunatic Asylum, Accumulation of Incurables in, Phelan, 
Castleblayney Union Workhouse, Plans of, 



p.45. 



Cells, Lunatic Asylums should not be much partitioned l \yijte 
into, - - - - - J ’ 

Census, Abstract of, for Ireland, 1841, ... App. 0. 

Certificate, a Medical, is necessary for the Committal to ) vy... 

Prison of a Person as dangerous, - - - J 

Chancellor, The Lord, of Ireland, new Rules have been'j 
made by the Assistance of, for the Government of > 
the District Lunatic Asylums, - - - J 

Circular of, to Magistrates, as to the Abuses of the 1 rm.. 

Act 1 & 2 Viet Cap. 27, - -J ’ 

(193. — Ind.) [a 2] 



*{ A b P 'c R " 5 ' * }p- 1*3 to 145. 

12, 13. 110. 117. 



en ,\ White, 
°!f App. B. 



p. 124. 

120 to 122. 



25. 466 to 552. 

p. 28. 
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GENERAL INDEX. 



General Heads. 



Name of Witness and Number of Question. 



Chancellor, The Lord, of Ireland, Note of, as to receiving'| 



keeping them all in One Place, - - J 

Minute of, as to the Island Bridge Establishment, - 

— Letter of the Rev. E. M. Clarke to, as to Lifford \ 

Lunatic Asylum, - - - - J 

Clarke, The Rev. E. M., Chaplain and Inspector of the ) 
Donegal County Gaol, - - - / 

Letter of, to the Lord Chancellor of Ireland as to the \ 

Lifford Local Lunatic Asylum - - - / 

Clinical Lectures, as to the Expediency of a System of,) 



of Lunatics, - 
Clogheen Pooriiouse, Answer of the Poor Law Commis-' 
sioners to an Application for the Reception of 
Lunatics into, 



-j 



imis-'| 
Two > 



Cost of Maintenance of Lunatics in, 

(See Appendix L. p. 84.) 

Clonmel Workhouse, general Accommodation for Luna- ( 
tics in, - \ 

Clonmel Prison, Lunatics are confined in, 



a Stone, - - - - - J 

Cluff, Mr., Manager of Londonderry District Lunatic) 



Lunatics from Lifford Gaol, 



Coercion, Improvement with regard to, in Lunatic Asylums, 
Absence of, essential to the Cure of Lunatics, 



-{ 



System of Confinement of Lunatics, - - l 

(See Appendix A. 1. and A. 2. p. 3 to 27-) 
Commons, House of, Select Committee of, on Medical 
Charities, Ireland. (See Medical Charities.) 



White, 


- 123. 


White, 


- 514. 


Clarke, 


- p. 48. 


- - 


- 678 to 764. 


Clarke, 


- p- 48. 


Conolly, 


- 812 to 834. 


White, 


* 386. 


White, 


- 388. 


White, 


- 47 5 to 479. 


White, 


- 391 to 400. 


White, 

Phelan, 


- 383. 

- 559 to 561. 


White, 


- 389, 390. 


White, 


- 200. 


Clarke, 


- 740. 


White, 

White, 

Phelan, 

Conolly, 

Phelan, 

Conolly, 


- 87 to 95. 

- 89. 

- 571. 

- 779. 

- 565 to 570. 

- 776 to 778. 



Incurables in, 

great Dampness of, 

Conolly, John, Esq., M.D., Superintendent o 
Lunatic Asylum, Evidence of, 
Contract, as to supplying Lunatic Asylums by, 



Board of Superintendence for Ireland, 
Contractors, Combination of local, 



*} 


Blake, - 


- 279. 323 to 326. 




White, 


- 516. 




- 


- 765 to 886. 




Blake, 


- 241 to 251. 




■ Blake, 


- 24-9. 


- 


Blake, 


242 to 244. 



Cork Union Workhouse, Plans of, 



•{ 



App. r. : 
b. c. 



Cork Lunatic Asylum, supported by Grand Jury Present- 1 w , . 

ment, Classification of Patients in, - - J 11 e ’ 

— Unfitness of architectural Arrangements of, 

general Management of, 

Minute of Proceedings at, 

Report of Dr. White on, 

Cost of Maintenance in, 



jp. 131 to 133. 
343, 344. 



pointed by the Grand Jury, 

(See Appendix F. 1., 2., 3., 4., 5., 6. p. 75 to 80.) 
Criminal Lunatics, as to the Confinement of, in the Dis- 
trict Lunatic Asylums. (See District Lunatic 
Asylums.) 

as to the Confinement of, in Prisons. (See Prisons, 

and Appendix A. 1. and A. 2. p. 3 to 27.) 

as to Confinement of all, in separate central Places, - £ 

in England are confined in an Asylum supported by r White, 

Government, - - - - \ 

■ as to the Expediency of transferring from Ireland to r 

England, and vice versa, for Confinement, - 1 
Note of the Lord Chancellor as to. (See Chan- 
cellor.) 

(See Appendix A. 1., A. 2., and D.) 
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White, 


- 355 to 380. 


White, 


- 357. 


- White, 


- 380. 


White, 


- 372. 


p '} White, 


- 355, 356. 374. 



Blake, 

White, 

Blake, 



123. 126 to IS 5. 
307 to 309. 

131. 

306. 

123. 

308. 
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General Heads. 



Name of Witness and Number of Question. 



Curable Lunatics, Importance of immediate Application 1 , 

of Remedies to, - - - Phekn > 

Cusack, James William, Esq., M.D., Evidence of, in the 
House of Commons, - 



App. A. 1. - p. 4, 5. 



D. 

Derry District Lunatic Asylum, efficient Management I 
of, - - - - - J 

crowded State of, from the Accumulation of Incu- \ 

rabies, - - - - J 

Devon Lunatic Asylum, Plans of, 

Dietary of Lunatics in District Lunatic Asylums. (See 
District Lunatic Asylums and Appendix C.) 

in Hanwell Lunatic Asylum. (See Hanwell 

Lunatic Asylum.) 

District Lunatic Asylums, original Cost and annual") 
Expense of the, - - - - ) 

the Benefit of, not in proportion to the Outlay, 

as to the architectural Arrangements of, - 

bad Effects of dividing much into Cells, 

Want of Infirmary Wards and Dormitories in, 

the Buildings of, are under the Control of a Board » 

in Dublin, - - - - - J 

Benefits of attaching Land to, for the Employment \ 

of Lunatics, - - - • J 

as to the Employment of the Lunatics in, 

Extent of Land attached to particular, 

new Rules prepared, with the Assistance of the Lord") 

Chancellor of Ireland and Privy Council, for the > 
Government of, - - - -J 



■ as to the general Management of, 

■ the Board of Governors or Directors and the Super- 

intendents and Physicians of, are appointed by the 
Lord Chancellor, 

- as to the fiscal Management of, 

- the Superintendents or Managers of, are Medical 

Men at Clonmel and Belfast only, 

- Want of Economy in, - 

- Economy of, as to Clothing, 

- Want of Uniformity in, 



Clarke, 

Clarke, 

App.T. 



-{ 



— as to Dietary of the, 

— lower Range of Diet in Prisons than in, 

— an annual Report is made by the Inspectors General ) 

of, - - - ' - J 

— as to Competency of Officers and Assistants of the, - 

— as to the Salaries in the, - 

— System of Treatment of Lunatics in, with respect to 1 

Restraint, - - - - - J 

— . the Statistics of the, have been defectively kept, 

— as to receiving Criminal Lunatics into, 

— Observations of the Lord Chancellor and of Dr. Mol- 1 

lan as to receiving Criminal Lunatics into, - J 

— Principle of Selection of Lunatics for Admission into, ") 

when crowded, - - - ■ ‘ 

— an Affidavit of Poverty and a Medical Certificate are ) 

requisite to obtain Admission into, - -S 

— as to supplying by Contract, - 

— Number of Patients discharged from, as cured, - ^ 

— Table of Number confined in, with the Number of" 

the Population and Number of Patients of each 
County and District, the Number cured, and Ex- 
pense of, - 

— the Efficiency of, is diminished by the Accumulation f 

of incurable Cases, - - ' - 

(193.— Ind.) [a 3] 






737 to 745. 
p. 157. 



White, 


- 10. 


White, 


- 10. 42, 43. 


White, 


r 12, 13. 44 to 46. 
1 103 to 117. 


Phelan, 


- 573 to 576. 


White, 


- 12, 13. 110. 117. 


White, 


r 12, 13. no to 
‘ l 113. 117. 


White, 


- 45. 


White, 


14 to 24. 


White, 


/ 16 to 24. 97 to 
' 1 101. 


White, 


14 to 22. 


White, 


- 25. 466 to 502. 


App. B. 


- p.28. 


White, 


- 25 to 117. 


Blake, 


- 228. 


Phelan, 


- 572 to 579. 


White, 


- 28 to 30. 


White, 


- 32, 33. 


White, 


- ' 35, 36. 


Blake, 


- 333. 


White, 


- 39 to 76. 


Blake, 


- 228 to 252. 


White, 


- 76. 


White, 


- 47 to 65. 


Blake, 


- 231 to 252. 


White, 

Blake, 


- 47 to 75. 

- 231 to 252. 


App. C. 3. 


- p. 73. 


White, 


- 54 to 62. 


White, 


- 69, 70. 


White, 


- 77 to 86. 


White, 


77 to 85. 


White, 


- 86 to 95. 


White, 


- 96. 


White, 


- 120 to 135. 


White, 


- 122 to 126. 


White, 


- 166 to 171. 


White, 


- 166 to 171. 


Blake, 


- 249. 


Blake, 


- 329. 


Phelan, 


- 580. 


Phelan, 


- p. 66, 67. 


Phelan, 


("589 to 594. 611 
l to 615. 


. Clarke, 


- 744 to 746. 749. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




GENERAL INDEX. 



General Heads. 



Name of Witness and Number of Question. 



White, 

Phelan, 

Conolly, 

White, 

Blake, 

White, 

Blake, 

Blake, 

Phelan, 

Blake, 

White, 

White, 

Clarke, 

White, 



District Lunatic Asylums, as to Expediency of a System/ 
of admitting Pay Patients into, - - _) 

as to having Medical Superintendents for, - - 1 

as to the System of Inspection of, - - _ ^ 

as to the Sufficiency of, if appropriated to curable l 

Lunatics only, - - . / 

as to the Limit by Law to the Number of Patients in, 

as to General Meetings of Governors of, 

• as to Number to form a Quorum for Business of, 

Inexpediency of adding to the existing Buildings of, 

Difficulty of obtaining sufficient Attendance of Go-i 

vernors of, - - - . . j 

"A. 1. - p. 3 to 26. 

A. 2. - p. 26. 27. 

B. - p. 28. 

C. 2. - p. 57. 

C. 3. - p. 72. 

D. - p. 73. 

E. 1. - p. 73. 

„L. - p. 97. 

Donegal County Gaol at Lifford, Evidence of the\ 
Reverend E. M. Clarke, Chaplain and Inspector of, J 
as to the Fitness of, for the Confinement of Lunatics, 

Dormitories, Want of, in Lunatic Asylums, 

Dublin House of Industry (supported by Poor Law - ) 

Rate), a Class of Officers used to be educated at, > White, 
for the Care of Lunatics, - - _ J 

as to general Accommodation for Lunatics in, 

Evidence of Mr. L. Foster in 1817 as to, 

Dublin City Gaol of Newgate, total Unfitness o 
the Confinement of Lunatics, 



See Appendix 



-/ 



E. 



Economy, Want of, in the District Lunatic Asylums, 

(See Appendix A. 1. and A. 2. p. 3 to 27.) 
Edinburgh Lunatic Asylum, the Cell System is given up ') 



Employment of Lunatics is very essential to their Cure, 

Want of Space for the, in Prisons and Workhouses. 

(See Prisons. Workhouses.) 

as to the, in Limerick and Belfast, 

(See Appendix A. 1. and A. 2. p. 3 to 27.) 



•{ 



453 to 461. 

601 to 610. 

876 to 881. 

35 to 38. 477. 
331 to 337. 

34. 

253 to 261. 

269. 

613. 

289 to 291. 
t, 29. 480 to 
502. 

481 to 502. 

750 to 756. 

481 to 502. 



Enniskillen Union Workhouse, Plans of, 



-{ 



- 


678 to 764. 


Clarke, 


680 to 691. 


White, 


f 12, 13. 110 
l 113. 117. 


White, 


82. 


White, 

Phelan, 


503 to 515. 
637. 


White, 


156. 


White, 


39 to 76. 


White, 


117. 


White, 

Blake, 

Phelan, 

Conolly, 


f 17. 19. 24. 1C 
l 101. 141. 
296, 297. 

597 

787 to 796. 


White, 


99. 


App. R. 4. a. 
b. c. 


} p. HO to li& 



Ferguson, Sir Robert Alexander, Bart., M.P., Evidence ) 

of, in the House of Commons, - . . / "PP* *• 

Form of Physician’s Case Book - - _ Add. N. 1. 

of Morning Statement Book, - . . ^pp. g* 

of Register Book of Patients, - . App. N. 3 . 

of Record and of Register of Patients at Hanwell ) „ ’ 

Lunatic Asylum, - . _ . j Lon oily, 

Foster, Leslie, Esq., Evidence of, in 1817, as to Dublin 1 
House of Industry, - 



Phelan, 



p. 14, 15. 
p. 122, 123. 

p. 122. 

p. 123. 

95. 97. 

637. 



G. 

Gaols. (See Prisons.) 

Goff, Jacob W., Esq., Correspondence of, with the Lord) 

Chancellor of Ireland, as to Wexford Local Lunatic > White, 
Asylum, - . . _ I 

(See Wexford.) 



p. 44, 45. 
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Grange Gorman Penitentiary, general Unfitness of, fori 

the Confinement of Lunatics, - ./ "'hite, 

Grounds for the Occupation of Lunatics. 

( See Land.) 



H. 

Hanwell Lunatic Asylum, Number of Lunatics confined 1 
in, - - - -/ 

mild System of Treatment of the Lunatics in, 

Management of violent Lunatics in, - - 

Proportion of Cures in, about Twenty-two per Cent 

as to Employment of Lunatics in, . 

Land connected with, ... 

as to the Attendants in, 

Proportion of curable to incurable Cases in, 

•— as to the Record of State of Patients admitted into, and l 
Forms of Register, - " - . . j 

; as to the Dietary in, ... 

as to the Expenses of, - 

as to the Dormitories in, - ... 

Duties and Salary of the Chaplain of, 

Amusements of Lunatics in, 

Accumulation of Incurables in, - 

— as to the Supervision of, by the Visiting Justices, and \ 

their General Meetings, - - - J 

a reading and writing School in, is attended by curable ) 

and incurable Lunatics, - - . j 

— — ■ Ground Plan of, - - ... 

House of Commons. ( See Commons.) 

Howard, Mr., the Philanthropist, Visit of, to Lifford Lunatic \ 
Asylum, - - - . j 

( See Lifford Lunatic Asylum.) 



Conolly, 


- 769. 


Conolly, 


- 783 to 801. 


Conolly, 


- 786. 


Conolly, 


- 785. 


Conolly, 


- 787 to 796. 


Conolly, 


- 791, 792. 


Conolly, 


( 802, 803. 
1 819, 820. 


Conolly, 


- 806 to 809. 


Conolly, 


f 821 to 834. 
' Ip. 95. 97. 


Conolly, 


- 835. 


Conolly, 


( 836 to 841, 
1 to 850. 


Conolly, 


- 842 to 845. 


Conolly, 


- 862 to 867. 


Conolly, 


- 869. 


Conolly, 


- 851, 852. 


Conolly, 


- 870 to 875. 


Conolly, 


- 884. 


App. U. 


- p. 163. 


White, 


- 435. 



I. 



Idiots. (See Incurable Lunatics.) 



Incurable Lunatics and Idiots, as to the Expediency of 
appropriating separate central Establishments to, 



- the Expense of maintaining is less than of Curables, 



require great Care and Attention, - -<j^ 

Tabular Statement of proposed District Asylums for, 

different Classes of Malady of, ... 

Return of Number of, in Prisons, - 

(See Appendix A. 1. and A. 2. p. 3 to 27.) 

Infirmary Wards, Want of, in Lunatic Asylums, 

Inishowen Union Workhouse, Plans of, - | 

Inspectors General of Prisons, the, have also to inspect i 
the Lunatic Asylums, - - - - j 

Reports of, as to Number of Lunatics in Prisons in 

1837, 1840, and 184-3, - - -/ 

Fifteenth Report of, as to Extent of Land attached to \ 

Lunatic Asylums, - - - - J 

• Insufficiency of the Reports of, - - 

Island Bridge Establishment, the, is solely for incurable 1 
Lunatics, - - - . j 

as to Expense of, - - - ' 

Minute of Lord Chancellor -as to Inspection Book "i 

and Medical Attendance at, - - - J 



White, 


212 to 216. 


Blake, 


269 to 329. 
r587 to 594. 607 


Phelan, 


< to 615. 659 to 
l 677. 


Clarke, 

Conolly, 

White, 

Blake, 


744 to 759. 

882 to 886. 

210 to 216. 
r273. 278, 279. 


1 314. 


Phelan, 


667, 668. 


White, 


216. 


Blake, 


274, 275. 


Conolly, 


882. 


Clarke, 


p. 85. 


Blake, 


315. 


White, 


p. 49. 


White, 


/ 12, 13, 110 to 


l 113. 117. 


App. R. 6. a. 
b. c. 


}p.l46to 148. 


White, 


7. 


White, 


172. 


White, 


22. • 


Blake, 


260, 261. 


White, 


207. 


White, 


210. 


Blake, 


278, 279. 


White, 


514. 
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General Heads. 

Jacob, John, Esq., Evidence in the House of Commons, - 

K. 

Kidd, William Lodge, Esq., Evidence of, in the House of ) . . , 

Commons, - - - - App. A. 1 

Kilkenny Lunatic Asylum, supported by Grand Jury! 

Presentment, as to general Accommodation of, for > 

Lunatics, - - - - -J 



L. 

Land should be attached to Lunatic Asylums for the Em- 1 
ployment of the Lunatics, - - - j 

■ - — Extent of, attached to particular Lunatic Asylums, - 

attached to Workhouses, Inexpediency of employing 1 

Lunatics on, - - - - J 

(See Appendix A. 1. and A. 2. p. 3 to 27.) 

Lifford Lunatic Asylum, bad State of, - - - £ 

Letter of the Reverend E. M. Clarke to the Lord! 

Chancellor of Ireland as to, and Return of Persons > 
confined in, - - - . J 

Lifford, County of Donegal Gaol at. (See Donegal.) 
Limerick Pooriiouse, total Unfitness of, for Lunatics, 

Number of Incurables, &c. in, 

Plans of, - 



Name of Witness and Number of Question. 
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Limerick Lunatic Asylum, Accumulation of Incurables l 

in > J 

Proportion of Lunatics employed and unemployed in, 

Plan of, - - . . 

Lunatic Asylums. (See Asylums. District Lunatic 
Asylums.) 

Lunatics, Society is beneficial to, in suicidal Cases, 

total Number of, by the last Return, provided for in 1 

Ireland, - - - . . / 

Abuses of the Act 1 & 2 Viet. Cap. 27. as to the Con- 
finement of, in Prisons. (See Act. Prisons.) 

— Apathy of the Relatives of, 

the Security given by the Relatives to take back ! 

when discharged is generally useless, - - j 

melancholy Condition of, in Families of the Irish! 

Peasantry, - - . _ _ j 

■ Proportion of, to the Population, 

Proportion of, discharged as cured from Lunatic \ 

Asylums, - - _ _ . J" 

• Improvement in the Treatment of, - - 

as to the general Length of Life of, 

— ■ Tabular Statement of the Number of, confined in the- 

whole of Ireland; and Return of District As' 
and Cork Asylum, showing the Population, 
ties, &c., - - _ . 

(See^ District Lunatic Asylums. Prisons. 
Workhouses. Incurable. Criminal, &c. 
and Appendix A. 1. and A. 2.) 

M. 

Macartney, George, Esq., Evidence of, in the House of! 

Commons, - - . . _ j 

Medical Charities, Ireland, Extracts from the Minutes! 

of Evidence before the Select Committee of the > 
House of Commons on, 1843, _J 

Index to Ditto, ..... 

Mollan, Dr., Observations of, as to Act 1 & 2 Viet. Cap. 27. 
Monteagle, The Lord, Evidence of, in the House of! 

Commons, - . . . . f 



-{ 

a 

led in the! 
Asylums ( 
>n, Coun- r 



App. A. 1. - 


p. 3, 4. 


App. A. 1. - 


p. 8 to 14. 


White, 


403 to 416. 


White, 


417, 418. 


White, 


419 to 426. 


White, 

Phelan, 

White, 


14 to 24. 
597. 

14 to 22. 


Phelan, - 


600. 


White, 

Clarke, 


435 to 437. 
692 to 705. 


White, 


p. 48. 


White, 

App. H. 

App. R. 2. a. 
b. c. 


1S4 to 189. 
p. 83. 

} p. 134 to 136. 


Phelan, 


611. 


White, 
App. S. 


99. 

p. 156. 


White, 


13. 


Phelan, 


669. 


White, 


173. 


White, 


173 to 177. 


Blake, 

Phelan, 

Blake, 

Phelan, 


222 to 225. 

595, 596. 
r 280 to 288. 323 
1 to 328. 

670 to 676. 


Blake, 


329. 


White, 

Conolly, 


86 to 95. 
851. 


Clarke, 


p. 87. 


App. A. 1. - 


p. 4. 


App. A. 1. - 


p.3 to 26. 


App. A. 2. - 

White, 


p. 26, 27. 
125. 


App. A. 1. - 


p. 15 to 24. 
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N. 
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App. K. 



Nicholes, George, Esq., Letter from, to Lord Eliot, as to'j 
Transfer of harmless Lunatics to Workhouses in > 

Connaught District, - - - -J 

Norreys, Sir Denham Jephson, Bart., M.P., Evidence! . . , 

of,- in the House of Commons, - - - j App. A. i. 

Nugent, Morgan Del vin, Esq., M.D., Evidence of,' in the! A . . , 

House of Commons, - - - -/ A PP- 



p. 95. 
p. 25, 26. 
p. 25. 



O’Connell, Daniel, Esq., Letter from, to the Lord Chan-"! 

cellor, with Grand Jury Reports respecting Cork > App. F. 1. 
Lunatic Asylum - - - - J 



p.75. 



Pay Patients, as to the System of Admission of, into Luna- J 
tic Asylums, - - - - -1 

as to the System of Admission of, in Swift’s Hospital, 

(See Appendix A. 1. and A. 2. p. 3 to 27.) 
Phelan, Denis, Esq., Member of the London College of! 

Surgeons and Governor of Tipperary District V 
Lunatic Asylum, Evidence of, - - - J 

great Experience of, as to Lunatic Asylums, Prisons, \ 

Workhouses, &c. - - - -J 

published a Work on the Treatment of Lunatics, &c. ! 

in 1835, - - -i 

Poor Law Commissioners, Copy of Letters to or from the,! 

respecting the Reception of Lunatics in Work- > 
houses, - - - -J 

Prisons, higher Range of Diet in Lunatic Asylums than in, 



•{ 



• as to the Confinement of Criminal Lunatics i: 



• Increase of Lunatics confined in, since the Act J 

1 & 2 Viet. Cap. 37. - - - 

■ a Medical Certificate is required for committing al 
Lunatic to, - - - - ■ J 

• Circular of the Lord Chancellor to Magistrates as to l 

committing Criminal Lunatics to, - - / 

• Observations of Dr. Mollan as to committing Cri- 1 

minal Lunatics to, - - - - i 

• as to the Practice of the Relations of Lunatics indue-! 

ing them to commit some Outrage that they may /• 
be confined in, -J 



•-{ 



be confined in, 

the Confinement of Lunatics in, is injurious to the 

Discipline, 

— Insufficiency of Attendants in, for the Care of Luna- f 

tics, - - ■ ■ ” t 

the Chance of Recovery of Lunatics is diminished f 

by their Confinement in, - - 

Return of Lunatics confined in, classifying the several ) 

Cases, - - * * J 

Number of Curables confined in, 

Want of Space for Employment of Lunatics in, 

improper Restraint required in, - 

(See List of Appendix, App. p. 1.) 

Private Lunatic Asylums, Expense of Maintenance of ! 

Paupers in, - - ■ m 5 

Inadequacy of the Care and Attendance in, 

as to, in Ireland, available for the Confinement of l 

Pauper Lunatics, - * "f 



White, 

Phelan, 
Conolly, * 

White, 


446 to 461. 
601 to 608. 
876 to 881. 

447 to 461. 


App. A. 1. 


517 to 677. 
p. 5 to 8. 


Phelan, 


519 to 534. 


Phelan, 


533. 


App. M. 


p. 206. 


White, 

White, 

Blake, 

Phelan, 

White, 

Blake, 

Phelan, 


54 to 62. 

118 to 165. 

262 to 268. 

538 to 553. 

118 to 126. 172. 
263, 264. 

540, 541. 


White, 


120 to 122. 


White, 


122. 


White, 


125. 


White, 

Blake, 


120 to 122. 
264. 268. 


White, 


r 143 to 146. 162, 
1 163. 



Phelan, 

Clarke, 

White, 

Phelan, 

White, 

Phelan, 

Clarke, 

White, 

Clarke, 

White, 

White, 

Conolly, 

Conolly, 

White, 



Ml. 552, 553. 
760 to 763. 

143 to 149. 

548, 549. 

141 to 152. 443. 
542. 

760. 
p. 49. 

760. 

138 to 141. 

141, 142. 



848. 

849, 850. 
205, 206. 



Q. 

Quakers Lunatic Asylum. (See Retreat.) 
(193.— Inc.) Kl 
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a. 



Name of Witness and Number of Question. 



Record of State of Patients admitted into Hanwell Asylum, 1 „ „ 

Form of, . - - . } Conolly, - 821, 822. 



Registers of Lunatics in Hanwell Asylum, Forms of, - Conolly, 

* Retreat, The,” Lunatic Asylum of the Society of Friends, ! p , , 

as to the Pay Patient System in, - - / i * ielan > 

(See List of Appendix, App. p. 1.) 

Return of Lunatics confined in Lifford Lunatic Asylum, - White, 

of Lunatics in Gaols, ... White, 

of Lunatics confined and discharged in District ! 

Asylums, and their Expense, and the Population > Phelan, 
and Counties for each District, - -J 

• of proposed Districts for Asylums for Incurables, - Clarke, 

■ of whole Number of Lhnatics in Confinement, show- \ , 

ing Place of Confinement, &c., - - - j e > 

of District Asylums and Cork Asylum (not District), ! 

showing Counties and Population of each, and > Clarke, 
Number of Patients, - - - - J 

Richmond Bridewell, general Unfitness of, for the Con -1 

finement of Lunatics, - - -/ Whlte ’ 

Richmond Lunatic Asylum, Dublin, now one of the 1 

principal District Asylums, - - -J Wlute ’ 

Extent of Ground for the Occupation of Lunatics! 

attached to the, - - -/ Whlte » 

there are Five or Six Patients in, who pay the Cost 1 „ TI 

of tieir Support, - . - Wtate, 

Rules prepared, with the Assistance of the Lord Chancellor i w , 

of Ireland and the Privy Council, for the Govern- > . 1 e p 
ment of the District Lunatic Asylums, - - J A PP‘ 

Remonstrances of Boards of Governors of District! . 

Lunatic Asylums against, - - - / A PP - ■ Li ‘ 



- p. 97. 

- 608. 



- p. 48. 
p. 49. 

- p. 66, 67. 



- p. 87. 

- 150 to 155. 

- 6 . 

- 14. 22. 



- 25. 466 to 502. 

- p. 28. 

- p. 97. 



s. 



Schools, as to the Expediency of the Establishment of, for 
the Education of Officers and Attendants for the 
Care of Lunatics, ... 

Shower Baths, Discontinuance of the Use of, as a Punish- ! White, 
ment to Lunatics, - - - - J Blake, 

Sneyd, Murder of Mr., by a Lunatic at Dublin, - - White, 

Statistics, ‘Want of an improved System of, with respect to l White, 
the Management of Lunatics, - - - j Conolly, 

Strait Waistcoat, the, is much less used than formerly, - White, 



White, 

Phelan, 



82. 461 to 464. 
631 to 632. 

87. 95. 

335. 

120. 133, 134. 

96- 

780. 

87 to 95. 



Stranorlar Union Workhouse, Plans of, _ 

Suicidal Cases invariably improved by Association with I 
others, - - - - j 



A b?o. E ' 7 ' 151. 

White, - 13. 



Swift’s or St. Patrick’s Hospital, a Garden only is l w , . 
attached to, for the Employment of Lunatics, - j 

Board of Management of, how constituted, - White, 

as to general Management of, White, 

as to System of admitting Pay Patients in, White, 

Minute of the Lord Chancellor of Ireland with ! . . 

respect to, - - - . _/ White, 

as to the Possibility of founding a training School for ! 

Officers in, and Note of the Lord Chancellor, -J White, 



21 . 

445. 

446, 447. 
447 to 461. 
p. 51. 

461 to 464. 



Tenders, as to, for the Supply of Lunatic Asylums. (Sec 
Contract.) 

Tipperary Gaol, State of, Phelan, 

Turf, Insufficiency of, for Fuel of large Establishments, - White, 
Tyrone Gaol, at Omagh, serious Inconvenience of con-") 

fining Lunatics in, - . _ j White, 



537. 

516. 

159 to 163. 



u. 

Union Workhouses. (See Workhouses.) 
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General Heads. 



w. 



Name of Witness and Number of Question. 



Walker, C. A., Esq., Correspondence of, with the Lord') 
Chancellor of Ireland, as to Wexford Local Lunatic > 
Asylum, - ( 

(See Wexford.) 

Waterford District Lunatic Asylum, as to Expense of l 
Diet in, - - . .} 

Wexford Local Lunatic Asylum (supported by Grand - ) 
Jury Presentment), bad State of Lunatics in, - J 

Correspondence of the Lord Chancellor of Ireland,') 

Lord Carew, J. W. Goff, Esq., and C. A. Walker, > 
Esq., as to, - - . . J 

Wexford County Gaol. (See Appendix G. p. 81.) 

White, Francis, Esq., M.D., Inspector General of Prisons, 
Evidence of, - 



White, 

Blake, 



White, 



-} 



Workhouses, general Inaptitude of, for the Confinement of 
Lunatics, - 



■{ 



Unfitness of the architectural Arrangements of, for J 

Lunaties, - - - 

as to Selection of the Keepers of Lunatics from the 

Pauper Inmates of, 

Want of Space for the Employment of the Lunatics! 

in I 

Insufficiency of the Laws as to receiving and keeping] 

Lunatics in, 

as to Fitness of, for the Reception of harmless Lunatics ) 

and Idiots, - - - - . / 

no Means of proper Separation and Classification - ) 

in, - - - - . -/ 

as to the Salaries of Assistants for the Care of) 

Lunatics in, - - - - . / 

(See List of Appendix, App. p. 1, 2.) 



p. 46, 47. 



- 53. 394 to 400. 

- 233 to 242. 



- 427 to 434. 

p. 44 to 47. 



f 1 to 216. 338 to 
l 516. 



White, 


- 178 to 201. 


Blake, 


- 292 to 302. 


Phelan, 


- 616 to 653. 


Clarke, 


- 709 to 730. 


Conolly, 


• 772 to 776. 


White, 


- 180 to 187. 


Blake, 


- 293 to 297. 


Phelan, 


- 624 to 626. 


White, 


- 189 to 191. 


Phelan, 


- 630. 


Clarke, 


- 725, 726. 


White, 


- 181. 


Blake, 


- 296, 297. 


Phelan, 


- 600.628. 


Clarke, 


- 728. 


White, 


- 191 to 196. 


Blake, 


- 301, 302. 


Phelan, 


- 633 to 635. 


Clarke, 


- 728. 


White, 


- 196 to 201. 


Phelan, 


- 639. 


White, 


- 201. 


Phelan, 


- 628. 


Phelan, 


- 646 to 656. 
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